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1st January, 1891. 


DEATH OF PRINCE CH‘UN, FATHER OF THE 
EMPEROR. 


Imperial Decree. His Majesty the Em- 
peror has been honoured with the receipt 
of the following Decree from Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager T‘zu-hsi-tuan-yu- 
k’ang-hsi-chao-yii-chuang-ch ‘éng-shou-kung 
ch‘in-hsien :-— 

Yi-buan, Prince Ch‘un, the Father of the 
Emperor, was a man of a loyal and stainless 
character whose whole heart was bent upon 
goodness and virtue. Endowed with splen- 
did talents and great capacity for business 
he rendered the most eminent service to 
his country. In early life_he gained the 
esteem and affection of Emperor Hsiian 
Tsung Ch‘éng (Tao Kuang) who treated him 
with exceptional favour. His Majesty the 
Emperor Wén Tsung Hsien (Hsien Féng) 
loved him with all the warmth of a brother’s 
love and made him a Prince of the second 
order. In thereign of T‘ung Chih he was rais- 
ed to bea Prince of the first order, and filled 
the office of Grand Chamberlain and various 
other posts in all of which he acquitted 
himself with great circumspection and 
dignity. When His Majesty now reigning 
entered upon the succession to the great 
inheritance, We ordained by special Decree 
that the Prince’s title should be heritable 
for ever, and it was only after We earnestly 
urged him again and again that, with tears 
in his eyes, he consented to accept the 
honour. For a long number of years the 
conduct of grave national questions has 
devolved upon the Prince, and his prudent 
counsels have promoted alike the interests 
of the country and of the people. In his 

osition as Director-in-Chief of the Peking 
Field Force and in his inauguration of the 
Northern Navy, he showed a capacity for 
organisation which was attended with cons- 
picuous success. A few years ago he went 
ona tour of inspection of the forts and 
troops at the ports and spared himself no 
trouble in carrying out a task in which he 
showed his marked capacity for exercising 








honours were from time to time conferred 
upon him, still on reviewing the manner in 
which the State requited his services it 
will be found that his merits were far in 
excess of the rewards which he received. 
His innate humility and modesty made him 
receive such favours with ever increasing 
awe and respect. He never onceavailed him- 
self of the privilege which We granted him 
of using an apricot-yellow chair, and quot- 
ing the precedent established in the case of 
the Yung Ho Kung, he reverentially begged 
that his palace which had the good for- 
tune to be the birthplace of an Emperor 
should be reclaimed by the State. His 
loyalty and devotion remained firm and 
unaltered through several decades, and as 
a worthy prince, few indeed have there 
been to compare with him since the days of 
antiquity. His bodily strength had always 
been vigorous until the year before last, when 
he was seized with an internal complaint. 
Attended by the Emperor We paid him 
several visits and in course of time he was 
completely restored to health. Last sum- 
mer he suffered from the excessive damp- 
ness, which brought on a return of his old 
malady, and again We repaired to his 
Palace, attended by the Emperor, to in- 
quire after his health. During the last 
few days the news of his serious illness has 
caused Us the deepest anxiety in the silence 
and seclusion of Our retirement. His 
malady had already taken a turn for 
the worse, professional skill ceased to 
be of any avail and _ between the 
hours of one and two o’clock on the 
morning of the 1st January he passed 
away from this life. The shock has caused 
Us the most profound grief. We propose: 
to proceed at once in person to offer 
oblations before his remains and the Em- 
peror will likewise repair to the Palace to 
perform the prescribed rites. We com- 
mand that the Prince receive a pall inscrib- 
ed with the ¢’o lo ritual, and hereby depute 
Fu-k‘un, the Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household, K‘un-kang, the President of 
the Board of Ceremonies, Ch‘ien Ying-p‘u, 


supreme control. Although unusually high | Senior Vice-President of the same Board 
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and Hsi-ching, President of the Board of 
Works, to attend to the arrangements con- 
nected with the funeral which are to be 
conducted exclusively under official super- 
vision. Let the Imperial Duke, Tsai-féng, 
at once succeed to the title of Prince. And 
all this we order to evince our sincere 
regard for the memory ‘of an illustrious 
relative. 


DEATH OF ; PRIYCE CH‘UN. 


The Emperor has been honoured with 
the receipt of the following Decree from 
H.M. the Empress Dowager :—_ 


Since olden times the rulers of the 
Empire have made filial respect the basis 
of their government, and the application 
of this principle has always been exemplified 
in the case of the Emperor’s parents. The 
ceremonial to be observed may either 
follow the fixed rule or may admit of modi- 
fications, the essential point being that 
an appropriate course should be adopted, 
which, while giving general satisfaction, 
might serve as a precedent to posterity. 
We have perused with due reverence 
the dissertation of His Majesty K‘ien Lung 
on the question connected with the position 
of Prince P‘u, in which the Imperial writer, 
taking his stand upon the Book of Rites, 
gives an authoritative decision for all time 
to come. According to this the parent 
was to be styled. ‘*‘ The Father’of the 
Emperor” by the son who had _be- 
come Emperor by adoption, and after his 
death he-was to receive the designation, 
Late Father of the Emperor. A temple 
was to be erected to him in his own palace 
- and the tablet therein was never to give 
precedence to any other. The sacrificial 
rites were to be those accorded to the 
Son of Heaven, this being in conformity 
with the principle enunciated in the 
Doctrine of the Mean, ‘‘That when a 

erson is in a private station of life and 
fis son attains to an official position, the 
funeral of the father should be that of a 
private individual while the sacrificial rites 
performed by his son to his memory should 
be those accorded to an official.” This 
ensures the due fulfilment of all the obliga- 
tions of respect and affection and clashes 
in no way with the son’s duties as an offi- 


cial nor his private feelings asason. The. 


instructions of Our Imperial ancestor are 
in perfect harmony with the law of Heaven 
and the dictates of human affection and 
are so luminously clear as to serve as an 
authority to all succeeding generations. His 
Majesty the Emperor entered on the Great 
Patrimony as the successor by adoption 
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of the Emperor Hsien Féng, and in the 
first year of his reign Prince Ch‘un pre- 
sented a confidential memorial in which, 
with the object of anticipating obnoxious 
proposals, he submitted his own views 
regarding his position. In this he stated 
that, of all the sovereigns of the preceding 
dynasties who had inherited the Throne 
by adoption and had sought to do honour 
to their own parents, Hsiao Tsung, of 
the Sung dynasty, who made no change 
in the position of his father, was the 
one who had pursued the most appro- 
priate course of action. Should, there- 
fore, at any future time, the cases of 
Chih P‘ing and Chia Ching be brought 
forward the. Prince begged that those who 
made such proposals should be regarded 
as designing -and dangerous characters of 
low repute, and be instantly dismissed with 
a sharp rebuke. These views of the Prince 
are admirably just and enlightened and 
correspond exactly with those enunciated 
by His Majesty the Emperor Kien Lung. 
The loyalty of his motives, the justness of 
his apprehensions, his sagacity and fore- 
thought are suc:: as were never surpassed 
by the best Ministers of antiquity. In 
consequence of a memorial received from 
Wu Ta-ch‘éng We issued a Decree on 
the subject on the 3rd of March 1889, 
and We then published the Prince’s 
memorial for the information of the 
Empire, so that all classes of Our subjects 
might realise how far surpassing in grandeur 
are the precepts of the present dynasty to 
all those that have preceded it. Prince 
Ch‘un’s modest and respectful nature was 
by this incident clearly unfolded to the 
public view. Unfortunately Heaven denied 
him length of days, and his sudden de- 
mise has caused Us the deepest sorrow 
and pain. We command that Prince Ch‘un 
receive the appellation of ‘‘ Father of the 
Emperor ” and that all the funeral arrange- 
meuts and sacrificial observances may be 
conducted in strict compliance with the 
precepts of Our august ancestor, in order 
that the Emperor may be able to give effect 
to his ardent desire to fulfil all his private 
and public obligations, and that the fixed and 
unalterable purpose of the illustrious Prince 
may be respected, and made known ‘to the 
world. Let the Grand Chamberlains, Wéng 
Tung-ho, Sun Chia-nai and the authorities 
of the Board of Ceremonies consult together 
and decide upon the procedure to be 
followed, reporting the result to Us. 


2nd January. 
No papers of interest. 








3rd January. 
INPERIAL DECREES. 


1.—Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Empress Dowager has conveyed to Us the 
following instructions: Ch‘un, an Imperial 
Prince and father of the Emperor having 
departed this life, a decree has already gone 
forth signifying that it is Our gracious 
pleasure to treat the deceased with the 
highest possible honour. Taking into con- 
sideration then the fact that by far the 
greatest mark of distinction which can be 
conferred after death is the change of name, 
that Prince Ch‘un was a man of most 
exalted virtue to whom every onelooked up 
and in whom Chinese and foreigners equally 
reposed their trust, also that his many 
illustrious achievements will throw a bright 
gleam across the pages of history, it is meet 
and fitting that he should receive a posthu- 
mous style by which he may be known to 
future generations. The posthumous style 
of Hsien (Exalted Virtue) is accordingly 
hereby conferred on the late Prince in 
recognition of his surpassing merit which 
shall thus be handed down to all posterity. 

(2) We have received the following in- 
structions from Her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Empress Dowager: The Ministers of the 
Presence, the Councillors of State, Weng 
T’ung-ho and Sun Chia-wai, after having in 
obedience to our instructions consulted 
with the Board of Rites as to the necessary 
ceremonial to be observed on the death of 
Prince Ch’un, have to-day submitted in detail 
their memoril on the subject. It is accor- 
dingly hereby ordered that the Emperor go 
into mourning for one year ; for the space 
of eleven days he shall only wear plain 
white silks and for a similar period audi- 
ences will be suspended. On all occasions 
when the Emperor uses the side hall he 
shall wear mourning except when paying 
visits to Us and holding audiences on 
affairs of State. The sacrifices at the 
altars and temples will be conducted 
by the Emperor in person. Lesser 
religious exercises will be performed by 
deputy. On the tirst day of the year 
when proceeding to the T‘angtzu the Em- 
peror will wear his ceremonial robes and 
when visiting Us in the Tzu-ming-kung he 
will likewise do so, on which occasions he 
will don his ceremonial robes, but the ad- 
dress of congratulation shall not be read 
aloud and the musicians although in attend- 
ance will not play. Banquets on the 
occasion of the Mongol audience and on 
visits of Princes and Dukes to the capital 
will take place as before but. banquets to 
the Imperial Clan and officers of the court 
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are suspended. The sacrificial inscription 
and that on the memorial tablet shall both 
be signed in the Emperor’s name. All re- 
ferences in memorials or despatches to the 


- name of Prince Ch‘un shall receive double 


elevation. For the rest let the proposals 
submitted be carried out and let the Yamén 
concerned take note. 


AUTUMN MANCOVRES IN TIBET. 


Sheng-tai the Assistant Resident in An- 
terior Tibet gives a report on the autumn 
manceuvres held by him in that district from 
the 8th to the 11th of October. He had 
the Chinese and Tibetan and the Famu (?) 
soldiery thrown into one and put them 
through the various evolutions which they 
went through with great steadiness. In 
their attacks on mountains (sic) and their 
sham fights over important points in the 
hill district they displayed great agility. 
The archery, horse and foot, and the target 
practice although rather unequal through- . 
out comes up to an average standard of 
70 per cent. 


In a postscript memorial he reports the 
death of his Secretary for native affairs, 
Tehsi. The deceased arrived in Tibet in 
October 1889 and memorialist who was 
then on the frontier ordered him to take 
up his post. Shortly afterwards he fell ill 
and on memorialist’s return to Tibet he 
became worse ; notwithstanding the fact 
that there are no medicines or doctors to be 
had in the country he lingered on for ten 
months and died on the 26th of August. On 
receiving the news of his death memorialist 
at once proceeded with his subordinates 
and had the body duly placed in a coffin. 
Coming as he did those thousands of miles 
burdened with the expenses incurred iri 
taking up his post and on his arrival there 
falling ill and having in consequence to 
spend further large sums, it was not to be 
expected that-either his public or private 
accounts would be in perfect order. 


Memorialist however moved by pity 
started a subscription list to settle all his 
debts and provide for the return home of 
his family. The latter along with the 
coffin aré being escorted to their home by 
a reliable guard and memorialist has asked 
the various viceroys and governors along 
the road to give them any assistance they 
require. As there was no one else to ap- 
point, Yi Kang, an officer on memorialist’s 
staff, who was about to return to Peking, 
has been temporarily appointed to the 
vacant post.—Let the Bourd concerned take 
note. 


(Jan. 4—5. 





4th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the following instruc- 
tions from H.M. the Empress Dowager. 
The burning of incense in the Chung 
Cheng-tien on the 16th and 17th of Jan- 
uary and the 6th of February will be un- 
dertaken by Prince Li. The sacrificial 
rites in the Shen-neng-kung will be per- 
formed as usual. On the occasion of the 
Emperor’s birthday in the sixth moon of 


served. The musicians will be in attend- 
ance but will not play, and there will be 
no theatrical performances. 


CASE OF WITHDRAWAL FROM POST. 


Li Hung-chang reports the case of Kuei- 
hsien, district magistrate of Huaijou who 
was called upon by the Board either to 
vacate his post or effect an exchange seeing 
that the post he held was situated’ within 
500 li of the capital, the place where the 
banner to which he belonged was stationed. 
The name of the Fou-Ch‘eng-hsien was 
submitted as one with whom it would be 
possible to exchange but the Board again 
objected as he had several outstanding 
cases to settle and arrears of taxes to 
made up. Memorialist has carefully gone 


over the list of officials within his jurisdic- ; 


tion and now again submits a name, namely 
that of the Ling-Shou-hsien who he thinks 
would prove in every way an eligible ofticer 
with whom Kuei-hsien could effect an ex- 
change. — Let the Board of Civil Office cou- 
sider und report. 


DEATH OF THE COLONEL AT KUPEIH‘OU. 


Li Hung-chang reports the death of 
Ch‘ing-hsiang, colonel in charge of the 
Hotun territorial regiment This officer is 
stationed at Kupeih‘ou and many responsi- 
ble duties devolve on him in the way of 
suppressing brigandage and looking after 
the Hunting Park at Jeho. His successor 
must therefore needs be a very capable 
and experienced officer and memorialist 
would submit the name of the colonel at 
present in charge at K‘aichou, Yii-hsiang, 
nominating for the latter vacancy Pien 
Te-hsiang, an officer on the expectant list. 
—Let the Board of War consider auc report. 


5th January. 
SALT REVENUE AT TIENTSIN. 


Board has ordered a remission of Tls. 5,804, 
leaving a balance of Tls. 175,129. As the 
date for remitting the regular revenue had 
been put off til! the 10th moon it was im- 
possible to collect the whole of the amounts 
by the appointed time. Owing to short 
remittances on the part of the salt farmers 
to the extent of Tls. 40,350 he is only 
able to remit Tls. 134,778 ; in addition he 
has to collect a sum of Tls. 8,059 which is 
made up of the following items :—stationery 


. . | mon ili i 
next year the usual ceremonies will be ob- oney, vermilion money and salaries for 


the Board of Revenue, supplemental 
amount towards wages of bannermen, part 
salaries of the household and expenses of 
officers conveying the treasure ; likewise a 
sum of Tls. 30,607 which goes towards the 
salaries of the household clerks, repairs to 
the household offices, and the purchase of 
ginseng. 

He has to report that the grand total 
collected as above, namely Tls. 173,456, was 
remitted on the 15th of December. The 
amounts outstanding due to the short re- 
mittances of the salt farmers will be re- 
covered.—Let the Yaméun concerned take 
note. 


DEGRADATION OF AN OFFICER IN KUEICHOW. 


The Governor of Kueichow reports rather 
a curious case the particulars of which are 
as follows: An individual named Liu 
San Matzu some six years ago was found 
guilty of robbery with violence and was 
arrested a year later. The case was duly 
reported, but the criminal in the meantime 
gied in prison. A subordinate officer was 
eputed to hold au enquiry which was 
done and the result submitted to the Board. 
The Board on the 7th of November 1887 
sent down iustructions that the head of 
the criminal be severed from the body 
and exposed in a cage. Kung Ch‘i-sen 
the District Magistrate found that owing 


, to its not being buried deep enough the 


Li Hung-chang submits the following : 


statement on behalf of Olechingo, Salt 
Commissioner for Ch‘anglu (Tientsin). 

The amount due on account of the various 
yaméns in the capital, for the 15th year of 
Kuangsii is Tis. 180,933. Of this sum the 


y Google 


coffin had been dug out by wild beasts and 
the head of the corpse mutilated. He accord- 
ingly cllected the bones of the skull and 
had them tied up in paper marking on the 
outside the particulars of the crime and 
exhibited itas directed. Chang Hsing-ming 
the district policemaster happened to be 
away when this was done and on return 
was not informed of the action that had 
been taken. Hearing outsiders remark 
that the magistrate had exhibited a fictitious 
head made of paper he was afraid that 
should this leak out he would be implicated 
and petitioned the Provincial Judge to 
have the case looked into. ‘This was done 
and the particulars found to be as stated. 
Kung C‘hi-sen, the District Magistrate, it 


Jan. 5—7.] 





was proved, is rather too fond of acting on 
his own responsibility, and as he could 
easily have exhibited the bones in a wooden 
cage his having wrapped them up in paper 
is an act utterly contrary to what is right 
and proper, and for which he cannot escape 
blame. It further appears that when at 
the trial Chang Hsing-ming was summoned 
to give evidence he refused to come for- 
ward, and as this seems to show that he was 
aided and abetted by some persons unknown 
in bringing this charge against his chief he 
must likewise be severely dealt with. 
Memorialist therefore prays that both Kung 
and Chang be degraded prior to holding 
a regular trial and punishing them for their 
misconduct. —Granted. 


CASE OF FILIAL PIETY. 


Li Hung-chang submits a case of filial 
piety which was brought to his notice by 
Wu Fu-lun, late Chihchou for Chichou. 
WeiP‘eng-chii, Assistant Deputy Magistrate 
on the Chihli expectant list, a native of 
Hofei Hsien in Anhui, has a daughter who 
was renowned for her docile disposition and 
her filial piety. In the summer of the pre- 
sent year her father was deputed to look 
after some work in connection with the 
river embankments. While he was away 
his wife became dangerously ill and was 
most tenderly nursed by her daughter who 
went the length of cutting off a piece of 
her flesh to make soup for the invalid and 
who offered to give up her own life should 
that of her mother be spared. When her 
elder brother proposed to go and inform 
the father of the dangerous state of his 
wifo/s health she prevented his doing so by 
pointing out that her father had enough to 
do looking after his work and to add to his 
anxiety by conveying to him such news 
Would serve but little purpose. Two days 
after P‘eng-chii’s return, his wife died, and 
the daughter refused to take any food for 
several days. Seeing that by so doing she 
was causing great grief to her father, she 
forced herself to take a little gruel. Some 
time after he was again ordered away on 
river work and during his absence she 
again refused to take any nourishment. 
While away he took ill and asked for leave 
to return home. On his arrival he was 
met by his daughter who informed him 
that she did not dare to die without first 
telling him, but that now he had come 
back she wished to state that it was her 
intention to go and wait on her mother in 
the shades below. In spite of all en- 
treaties she then resolutely abstained from 
all food and died some ten days after. 
Memorialist agrees’ in thinking that it 
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would be a thousand pities to pass over 
such a remarkable instance of filial devo- 
tion without remark and would ask that 
the Board be dirceted to made out a scroll 
to her memory.— Request granted. Let the 
Board of Rites take note. 


6th January. 


GIFT OF LAND TO A COLLEGE. 


Li Hung-chang reports that the Provincial 
Treasurer Yii Ch’ang’has notified him that 
a student named P’ien Chi-tseng, resident 
at Anchou, has in obedience to the will of 
his late father set aside a lot of land 
measuring some 183 mow, value Tls. 1,560, 
for the use of the college in his native 
place. Memorialist would suggest that in 
recognition of such a public-spirited be- 
quest, permission be granted to the donor 
to erect an honorary portal in his father’s 
memory with the characters ‘‘Le shan 
hao shih” inscribed thereon.—Request 
granted ; let tie Board of Rites take note. 


7th Jauuary. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1.) We have received the following in- 
structions from Her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Empress Dowager: The Ministers of 
the Presence, the Councillors of State Weng 
T‘ung-ho and Sun Chia-nai, after having 
in obedience to our commands consulted 
with the Board of Rites as to the ceremonial 
to be observed in connection with the sacri- 
ticial rites in honour of the late Prince 
Ch‘un Hsien and the removal of his coffin, 
have now submitted their memorandum, 
The first sacrificial rites on the 19th January, 
and the greater rites on the 25th will 
be carried oat by the Emperor in person 
who will also be present at the removal of 
the coffin to the mortuary chamber in the 
Prince’s garden. His Majesty will wear a 
dark blue cloak and jacket (pao and kua) 
and will remove the fringe on his hat. On - 
the day prior to the removal of the coffin 
the Emperor will read the service and per- 
form the rites as appointed for the greater 
ceremony on the 25th. On the day on 
which the coftin is to be removed, the 29th 
of January, the Emperor will proceed to the 
Prince’s residence and there respectfully 
wait until the cortége has set out for the 
garden when he will return to the palace. 
On the 30th he will proceed to the mor- 
tuary chamber and perform the necessary 
libations. For the rest let the suggestions 
in the memorandum be carried out and 
let the Yamén concerned take note. 


(2.) Kao Chao-chung is appointed Liter- 
ary Chancellor for Yiinnan. 


[Jan. 7—1I1. 





(3.) Chia Ch‘e-sheng is appointed Brigade- 
General for Yungchow in Hunan. 

(4.) The Tartar General stationed at 
Singan, Sang Tsung-fui, has applied for 
leave to vacate his post on account of illness. 
Two months’ leave is hereby granted him ; 
there is no need for him to vacate his post. 


CHANGES IN THE LIANG KIANG. 


The rest of the Gazette is taken up with 
the memorials announcing their assumption 
of office on the part of the various ofticials 
who in consequence of the death of Tséng 
Kuo-ch ‘iian have been placed in temporary 
charge. 

(1.) The Finance Commission for Anhui, 
Ak‘oTa-ch‘un, reports his assumption of the 
seals of office as acting Governor. 


(2.)Keng Hua-hsi Finance Commissioner | 


for Kiangsu reports his arrival at his post. 

(3.) The Anhui Judicial Commissioner, 
Sung K‘un reports his having assumed the 
seals of office as acting Finance Commis- 
sioner. 

(4.) Ting Chiin, Taot‘ai for the Lu ti ho 
circuit reports his assumption of office as 
acting Judicial Commissioner. 


8th January. 
NO DOCUMENTS OF INTEREST. 


9th January. 
ACCOUNTS OF THE HUAI-AN CUSTOM HOUSE. 


Shih Kang, the new Superintendent of 
the Huai-an Customs sends in a statement of 
his accounts as received from his predeces- 





sor. From the lst of May to the 29th of . 
‘October the receipts at the three Custom . 


houses (Huai, Lu, Hai) amounted to Tls. 
16,886. This included tea duty Tls. 14, 
tonnage dues on seagoing vessels Tls. 59, 


meltage fees and rice money i.e. sums paid | 


as contributions to the wages of the 
underlings, Ts. 2,030, leving aclear balance 
otf Tls 14,785 representing the ‘‘ regular re- 
ceipts.” Subsequently Tls. 40 additional 
‘regular receipts” and Tls. 2 meltage fees 
were collected. After deducting the amount 
already remitted and of which account has 
been rendered there remain in hand Ts. 
5,756. Of the money set apart in various 
years for office expenses there is a balance 
of Tls. 25,243, making a grand total of 
Tis. 30,919. For the 185 days mentioned 
the amount short collected is Tls. 1,674.13. 

Memorialist’s predecessor in the period 
from the 7th Sept., 1888, to 29th Oct., 1890, 
collected on native opium duty to the 
amount of Tls. 3,765, all of which has 
already been remitted to the Board of 





Ravens, ie! the Board of Revenue take | 


note, 
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ESCAPE FROM GAOL IN YUNNAN. 

The Governor of Yiinnan reports the 
final settlement of a case in the Chienshui 
District with reference toan escape from 
confinement on the part of two prisoners 
through the carelessness of those in charge. 
The facts are briefly these: on a stormy 
night some persons unknown made their 
way on the rvof of the gaol and letting 


themselves down into the inner courtyard ' 


broke open the doors and liberated two 
of their friends. One of the watchmen 
who tried to interfere was killed and 
the two others gagged and _ bound. 
It was proved that the gaolers and 
the watchmen had not exercised due 
care and at the time the rescue was at- 
tempted were seeking shelter from the 
rain instead of looking after their duties. 
The punishment laid down by law for such 


| offences is that the persons chargeable with 


negligence do suffer the same penalty, 


| mitigated by one degree, as that which 


the escaped prisoner would have had to 
undergo in the natural course of events. 
It so happens however that of the two 
prisoners escaped, the punishment of the 
one had already been remitted by the 
Board in consequence of an Act of Pardon 
passed subsequent to the committal of the 
crime, and the punishment of the other 
had not yet been decided upon. It will be 
necessary therefore before fixing the penal- 
ty to be inflicted on the gaolers in question 
tu await the arrest of the one prisoner still 
at large. ‘The other prisoner having been 
pardoned no proceedings will be taken 
against him. — Let the Board of Punishments 


; consider and report. 


10th January. 
No papers of interest. 
11th January. 
PRAYERS FOR SNOW. 


The Emperor, in a Decree issued to-day, 
expresses his grave anxiety at the absence 


, of snow during the present winter; and 


seeing that the season is so fur advanced 
and there is still no prospect of the dry 
ground receiving the moisture which is so 
urgently needed, His Majesty proposes 
to proceed in person to the Ta Kao Tien 
on the 13th instant and offer up fervent 
prayers on the subject. On the same day 
Prince Ch‘ing and several other members 
of the Imperial family will visit a number 
of other temples and make supplication 
to the same effect. 


FUNERAL RITES OF PRINCE CH‘UN. 


Prince K‘o-ch‘in and his colleagues sub- 
mit a memorial in which, in compliance 
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with instructions conveyed in a Decree 
issued by H. M. the Empress Dowager on 
the 1st of January last, they report upon 
the mourning and other rites to be paid to 
the memory of His Imperial Highness 
Prince Ch‘un. The Book of Rites pre- 
scrives that a person who passes by adop- 
tion into another family should observe 
mourning for one year for the death of his 
own father or mother, and this is the term 
which the memorialists venture to think 
should be observed on the present occasion, 
in accordance with the principle adopted 
by Her Majesty the Empress Dowager in 
deciding that Prince Ch‘un should be styled 
the late Father of the Emperor. ‘I'he 
term of mourning being thus fixed, the 
following are the various points of cere- 
monial in connection with the last rites to 
the memory of the illustrious dead which 
the memorialists, after careful considera- 
tion, venture to submit for adoption. 


I.—fhe term of mourning being one 
year of twelve months, it is respectfully 
suggested that in accordance with usage, 
His Majesty should go into deep mour- 
ning for either 11 or 13 days as Her Majesty 
the Empress may be pleased to decide. 

II.—After putting off his robes of deep 
mourning His Majesty should, it is suggest- 
ed, be asked to have his head shaved. 

I1I.—When a Prince of the first order 
dies, the custom is to hold no Court for 
three days. Whether this term should be 
extended on the present occasion in honour 
of Prince Ch‘un is respectfully submitted 
to the decision of the Empress Dowager. 

IV.—During the period of one year 
the Emperor is humbly requested to wear 
ordinary mourning in his private apart- 
ments. This should not, however, apply 
to his visits of respect to the Empress 
Dowager, to the reception of his ministers 
in audience, or to the transaction of public 
business. During the period of deep 
mourning the Emperor should, it is sug- 
gested, pay a daily visit to the residence of 
the late Prince and pour oblations before 
the remains, all other ceremonies of this 
kind being performed by Princes and 
Nobles deputed to act on behalf of His 
Majesty. The Board of Ceremonies should 
decide upon the etiquette to be observed 
when the members of the family meet 
together in mourning for the dead. 

V.—It is respectfully suggested that the 
important State functions at the temples of 
his ancestors and at those of Heaven, the 
Sun, the Moon, and the Earth should during 
the above period of one year be conducted 
by the Emperor in person. On all ordinary 
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occasions of worship the Emperor’s duties 
should for one year be performed by proxy. 

VI.—On the first day of the New Year 
the Emperor should celebrate the usual 
rites at the T‘ang-tzii in full robes of cere- 
mony, and his visit to the Empress Dowager 
on the same day should be made with 
similar ceremony and be accompanied with 
music. When receiving the New Year’s 
congratulations in the T‘ai-ho Tien the 
Emperor should wear court dress, but 
whether, when he ascends the Throne, the 
congratulatory addresses should be read 
and the music played is a question which 
the memorialists would respectfully submit 
to the decision of H.M. the Empress 
Dowager. 

VII.—As regards the wine, meat, ingots, 
paper cash and all other articles required 
for performing the sacrificial rites on the 
first and second occasions, as well as at the 
removal of the remains and at interment, 
these are points to be arranged by the 
Board of Rites in accordance with the 
custom usually followed in the case of a 
Prince of the first degree. 

VIII.—Whether the Emperor’s name 
should be inscribed on the Elegy and the 
Epitaph is a point on which the memoria- 
list can presume to offer no suggestions 
and respecting which they would humbly 
solicit the instructions of Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager. The characters for 
‘*Prince Ch‘un” should be elevated two 
spaces above the column in all documents 
submitted to the Throne. 


12th January. 
RETIREMENT OF A TAOTAI. 


An-hsiang, the Intendant of the Kuei 
Sui Circuit in Shansi, lately received leave 


| of absence to enable him to recruit his 


health which had suffered from a prolonged 
residence in the portion of the province 
outside of the Great Wall, and his post was 
temporarily placed in charge of the Prefect 
of ‘T‘aiyitian Fu. The Governor now re- 
ports that there is no improvement in 
the Taotai’s condition and submits an 
application, which he has received from 
hin, asking for permission to retire from his 
present oftice. The Kuei Sui Intendancy 
embraces seven prefectures extending over 
a large area of country, and as the duties 
of the post are of a very important nature, 
the Governor trusts that arrangements will 
be made for filling up the vacancy as soon 
as possible. 7 
PROVINCIAL GRADUATES WITH ANTECEDENTS 
OF DOUBTFUL CHARACTER. 

The number of provincial graduates being 

limited, and the right to compete for the 
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degree of chiijén being strictly confined in 
each province to these who have attained 
the standing of natives thereof either 
through birth or domicile, the intrusion of 
outsiders is jealously resented and much 
contention frequently takes place as to the 
origin of a successful candidate. The 
Censorate recently received a petition 
numerously signed by graduates from 
Kueichow in which they represented that 
a number of persons had attained degrees 
in their province under circumstances which 
urgently called for an investigation. The 
Governor, from whom a report was called 
for on the subject, admits that the graduates 
to whom exception has been taken are not 
natives of the province, although they are, 
he adds, either domiciled there, or the 
descendants of officials who have not been 
able to return to their native places. The 
province, he explains, was originatly the 
home of the Miaotze and strictly speaking 
contains no native population of Chinese. 
The first provincial examination was held 
in the year 1537, but even then the number 
of Chinese settlers was very small. During 
the beneficent rule of the present dynasty 
influential families have flocked in from 
other provinces, and literature has received 
a marked impetus, but the formality of be- 
coming domiciled subjects has very rarely 
been attended to. Indeed, had a hard and 
fast rule been adopted in the matter, there 
is good reason for believing that Kueichow 
would never have emerged from its state of 
barbarism. The last quarter of a century 
has witnessed repeated disturbances in the 
province which interfered seriously with 
the regular conduct of the examinations. A 
great change has recently taken place for 
the better, but still there are numerous 
cases where people have become domiciled 
and have completed the necessary term of 
residence without having made a formal 
report of the circumstances to the authori- 
ties. The memorialist concludes by suggest- 
ing that five of the accused graduates 
should be debarred from competing next 
time at the higher examination and that 
the law respecting property qualification 
and a term of residence extending over 
twenty years should be strictly enforced 
for the future. 

Referred to the consideration of the Board 
of Ceremonies. 


13th January. 

THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE YELLOW 
RIVER PROPOSES TO VISIT THE GRAND 
CANAL. 

Hsii_ Chén-yi, the Director-General of 
the Yellow River, in intimating his inten- 
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tion of starting soon to pay a visit to the 
Grand Canal in Shantung, takes occasion 
to submit a statement of his views respect- 
ing the general work of river administration 
which has been committed to his care. Of 
the Grand Canal He has as yet had no prac- 
tical experience, and cannot speak with 
certainty until he has completed his present 
visit. Six thousand workmen are at 
present engaged in strengthening the new 
embankment of the Yellow River at 
Chéngchou and a_ supply of materials 


-has been procured to be in readiness 


to meet any emergency which may occur 
in the spring of next year. The river, 
however, thanks to the abuses which pre- 
vail, is like a man whose constitution has 
been thorougly undermined, and whose 
condition requires the use of restorative 
medicines. The work of repair has been 
entrusted to the new River Board, which is 
to receive an annual allowance for the 
purpose of Tls. 120,000 out of the total 
sum of Tls. 600,000 spent upon the ri- 
ver. The memorialist guarantees that 
in a period of three years he will not 
only have added materially to the security 
of the river, but will be in a position to 
lessen the annual expenditure, and he 
makes this promise knowing well that if 
he fails to carry it out he will never again 
be able to look his sovereign in the face. 
As previously stated, he is not’ fully 
cognisant of the state of the Grand Canal, 
but from private inquiries which he has 
made, he feels sure that abuses exist, 
although in a milder form than is the 
case with the Yellow River. They are 
probably due to the great distance at 
which the Director-General resides, to 
the length of the embankments which 
extend considerably over 1,000 li, and to 
the fact that every year there is a large 
deficit in the funds allotted from the 
Shantung treasury for the maintenance of 
the Canal. The consequence of this neglect 
is that the Canal has so silted up that the 
transport of the 300,000 piculs of grain that 
come annually from Kiangnan is attended 
with great danger and difficulty. Unless 
something is done soon to remedy this state 
of things, the interests of the Imperial 
garanaries in the capital will be jeopardised. 
The memorialist proposes to review the four 
battalions of troops which do service on the 
Grand Canal. Their nominal strength is 
1,600 men, but as is universally the case in 
thearmy, their pay is three months in arrear. 
Their number is made up for the occasion 
when the Director-General comes to hold a 
review, and as soon as he leaves, the old 
system of corruption which is enough to 
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make one’s hair stand on end is at once 
reverted to. After giving the question his 
most earnest attention, the Director-General 
has come to the conclusion that nothing 
but a radical reformation will remove the 
existing abuses and absolve him from 
the blame attaching to a policy of in- 
action. Mere words, however, will effect 
no improvement and what he proposes is 
to constitute a Military Board after the 
fashion of the River Board recently estab- 
lished in Honan. The functions of this 
Board, which would have its headquarters 
at Chi-ning Fu and would be composed of 
officers of standing and tried merit, would 
comprise a careful supervision of the work 
on the embankments of the Canal, the hon- 
est disbursement of the funds and the con- 
stantdrilling of the troops under its control. 
It would be expected to set an example to 
the Canal authorities and would form a 
medium between them and the Director- 
General to whom it would be directly 
responsible. 

In conclusion, the memorialist has one re- 
quest tomake. The troops will be insuffici- 
ent to perform the new duties thrown upon 
them, but he hopes to be able to augment 
their number either by making a contribu- 
tion out of his own salary or by some other 
means at his disposal. As regards, how- 
ever, the deepening of the Canal and the 
maintenance of embankments in a proper 
state of repair, these are questions of deep 
national concern for which the Government 
should provide. All he can do at present 
is to ask that the Shantung Treasury should 
be directed to pay in full the annual sub- 
sidy which it was formerly obliged to pro- 
vide for the benefit of the Canal. Without 
material support of this kind all his efforts 
will be futile and all that he has written 
mere waste paper. He proposes to start 
for the Canal on the 20th December, and as 
soon as he has returned he hopes to lay 
before the Throne a detailed statement of 
the views he has formed on the subject 
after a personal inspection of the existing 
state of things.—Rescript: Let the Board 
concerned take note. 


14th January. 
No papers of interest. 


15th J anuary. 


DEATH OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
MO-HO GOLD MINES. 

Three years ago Li Chin-yung, an officer 
holding the rank of Taotai, was deputed by 
the Viceroy Li to superintend the opening 
of the gold mines at Mo-ho in the upper 
province of Manchuria. He started from 
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Merguen and making his way over the hills 
was able within a year to commence the 
working of the mines. The output has 
already reached close upon 40,000 ounces 
of gold. The Taotai’s health began to show 
signs of failing early last summer, due to 
the rigour of the climate and over-exertion, 
and on the 17th of October the Viceroy 
received a telegram announcing his death. 
The deceased was a native of the town of 
Wuhsi in Kiangsu and took military service 
under the memorialist in 1862, having 
subsequently borne a part in the recapture 
of several important towns. In 1870 he 
was employed by Tso Tsung-t‘ang in trans- 
porting supplies and war materials to the 
north-west. In more recent years he 
devoted himself with great success to the 
relief of distress and to the example he set 
in this respect may in great measure be 
attributed the active philanthropy which 
now prevails in all parts of the Empire. 
He was a member of the Commission 
presided over by Wu Ta-ch‘éng which 
delimited the frontiers of Manchuria and 
parcelled out the waste lands amongst new 
settlers. When a proposal was made for 
opening gold mines at Mo-ho, the Viceroy 
was asked to select a competent officer to 
superintend the undertaking. His choice 
fell upon Li Chin-yung, whose acquaintance 
with frontier. questions and whose re- 
putation for integrity with the southern 
merchants by whom the capital was to be 
subscribed rendered him eminently qualified 
for such a task. The result fully justified 
the selection. Li Chin-yung travelled for 
40 days through a densely wooded and 
mountainous country where he had literally 
to cut a path for himself and his following, 
and after a journey of 1,900 ii eventually 
reached Mo-ho. The place was without a 
trace of human habitation and the difficulty 
of transporting materials and erecting 
buildings,in such a remote corner of the 
Empire can scarcely be exaggerated. With- 
in a space of two years the whole scheme 
assumed a definite shape. In 1889 the out- 
put of gold amounted to 19,000 ounces, and. 
during’ the first eight months of 1890 no 
less than 18,000 ounces of gold were obtained. 
The difficulties of working the mines are 
very great. In summer they are flooded 
with water which in winter becomes frozen 
over with layers of ice. At first the miners 
ran away in great numbers and it was only 
with the utmost trouble that two or three 
thousand men were eventually induced to 
stop. A-disciplined force of troops has now 
been raised and the attraction of the mines 
has brought together a colony of traders, 
with the result that what was formerly 
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a bleak and barren wilderness has under 
the present system of administration be- 
come a strong outpost on the frontier of 
the Empire. The Viceroy concludes by 
asking that Li Chin-yung’s services should 
‘ be duly recorded by the State Historian 
‘and that a temple should be built to per- 
petuate his memory in his native town.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


16th January. 


FUNERAL CEREMONIES OF PRINCE CH’UN, 
. FATHER OF THE EMPEROR. 


Prince K’o-ch’in and his colleagues 
submit a further memorial respecting the 
funeral ceremonies of the Seventh Prince. 
The last observances to the dead are classi- 
fied as the first sacrifice, the great sacrifice, 
and the rites connected with the removal 
of the remains. The Imperial Board of 
Astrology has selected the 19th, the 25th 
and the 29th of January as the dates upon 
‘which these ceremonies should be respec- 
tively performed in the case of His Imperial 
Highness Prince Ch’un. The following pro- 
gramme of the procedure to be adopted on 
these occasions is submitted for the approval 
of H. M. the Empress. 

1,.—On the occasion of the first and the 
great sacrifices it is suggested that the 
Emperor should perform the rites in per- 
son, wearing mourning robes and with no 
tassel upon his cap. 

2.—It is asked that the Emperor’s name 
should be reverently inscribed upon the 
Elegy by the’ Imperial Chancery. 

3.—It is suggested that on the days of 
the first and of the great sacrifices one of the 
Imperial Nobles who have been deputed to 
make daily oblations of wine should be com- 
missioned to perform oblations in front of 
the furnace used for burning the offerings. 

4.—The Board of Rites should, it is 
suggested, draw up beforehand and _sub- 
mit for Imperial approval the code of 
etiquette to be observed by the Emperor 
on the occasion of the two sacrifices before 
referred to. 

5.—Her Majesty the Empress is respect- 
fully asked to decide as to whether on the 
day before the removal of the remains the 
Emperor should repair to the Prince’s 
Palace, read the Elegy and perform the 
other rites prescribed on the occasion of 
the great sacrifice. “ 

6.—It is asked that the Emperor should 
go to the Palace on the day of the removal 
of the remains and follow the cortége on 
foot as far as the principal gate: that His 
Majesty should then get into his chair and 
proceed by a side street to rejoin the pro- 
cession, the distance to which he should 
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escort it’ being left to the decision of Her 
Majesty the Empress. 

7.—Her Majesty is also asked to deter- 
mine the day on which the Emperor should 
perform sacrifices after the removal of the 
remains to the Prince’s gardens at Haitien. - 

8.—The Imperial Household Department 
should memorialise the Throne and arrange 
about the character of the procession, the 
bier, and the number of bearers to be em- 
ployed. 

9.—It will likewise be for the same 
Department to determine all the rites and 
observances to be performed after the re- 
moval of the remains to Haitien. 


January 17th. 


| THE MONGOL PRINCES AND DUKES REPORT 


THEIR ARRIVAL AND HAVE BEEN 
RECEIVED IN AUDIENCE. 


TOUR OF INSPECTION IN HEILUNGCHIANG, 


Tkot‘anga, the Military Governor of Hei- 
lungchiang, in a long memorial gives a very 
graphic description of the state of things 
within his jurisdiction. On the 28th of 
October he started from the capital on a 
tour of inspection, accompanied by his 
staff, arriving at Hulan on the 3rd of Nov., 
at Payensusu on the 11th and at Suihua on , 
the 19th. The numbers of the regular 
troops and the quantities of the military 
stores were found to agree with the official 
lists. The soldiers who distinguished 
themselves at the reviews were rewarded 
while the incompetent were degraded. 
Money presents were made to the officers 
who distinguished themselves in shooting 
at a target, and material for twelve suits of 
clothes to those who proved most active in 
hunting down criminals. Memorialist care- 
fully impressed on the commander of the 
troops the great necessity of paying most 
minute attention to the drilling and dis- 
ciplining of those under his orders, as only 
by that means could one hope to see 
brigandage suppressed and the country 
maintained in a state of tranquility. He 
deputed two officers of his staff to 
hold enquiries into the following cases, 
which were brought more immediately 
to his notice (1) that of T‘sai-Li, a 
captain of the trainbands, who in compact 
with the highwaymen used to bring false 
charges against unoffending people (2) that 
of Wu Wen-han, a secretary in one of the 
government offices, who took advantage of 
his position tolevy illegal exactions from the 
people (3) that of the notorious gambler 
Ma Wei-lin (4) several charges of extortion 
and intimidation brought against members 
of the trainbands. These officers spared 
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no pains to have the cases thoroughly in- 
vestigated and the offenders brought to 
justice. Memorialist likewise ordered the 
immediate execution of twenty-four high- 
waymen and hopes it will prove a salutary 
lesson to their confederates. 

A Commission was appointed to ex- 
amine into the various charges brought 
against those in prison, with the result that 
forty-five innocent people were at once set 
at liberty. This Commission also reported 
that many of the prisoners were utterly des- 
titute of clothing and were suffering greatly 
from cold, and memorialist sanctioned the 
purchase of one hundred and twenty-nine 
suits of wadded clothes for their use. In 
addition to the captains of the trainbands 
above alluded to who have been dealt with 
according to law, the names of two others 
are submitted who have greatly distinguish- 
ed themselves in the discharge of their 
duties. The one has been rewarded with 
a button of the sixth class and the other 
has received a present of money and furs. 
On the 29th of November memorialist along 
with several of the local officials proceeded 
to inspect the proposed site for a military 
settlement to the east of T‘iehpaoshan. 
The soil was found to be very rich and the 
locality from a military point of view one 
of great importance. Orders were accord- 
ingly given that on the return of the warm 
weather in spring a camp be built and the 
cultivation of the ground proceeded with. 
In order to save time memorialist travelled 
to T‘iehpaoshan over the Ch‘ingshan and 
the Heishan; but the cold there was so 
intense that great numbers of his retinue 
suffered from frost bite. While in that 
neighbourhood a most careful inspection 
was made of the alleged waste ground at 
K‘oyin and T‘ungk‘en, and it was found 
that the soil there was in reality most 
fertile, and always had that reputation 
amongst the natives. The distance from 
Mouyen Put‘ea and Tsitsihar is only 
some five to six hundred li, and in memo- 
rialist’s opinion an agricultural settlement 
there would in no wise interfere with 
either the pasture lands or the hunting 
grounds. That is a question, however, on 
which he dare not decide but must leave 
for the consideration of the throne. While 
on this visit of inspection memorialist 
ascertained that the present satisfactory 
state of things is entirely due to the 
energy and ability of the Deputy Lieut.- 
General Wokochingtai. His jurisdiction 
is, however, spread over so wide an area 
and the settlements are scattered at such 
great distances from one another, that 
the disposition of the people is lawless 
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and turbulent and the task of maintaining 
order by no means an easy one. Criminals 
charged with murder are constantly able 
to make good their escape, and the great 
difficulty of getting witnesses together or 
even summoning the defendant in a suit en- 
courages the people to indulge in the pastime 
of seeing to what extent they can contravene 
the laws. Another great evil are the extor- 
tions practised by the captains of the train- 
bands who bring false charges of highway 
robbery against unoffending individuals 
whom they try before illicit tribunals 


| of their own and from whom they endeavour 


to extort money by means of illegal torture. 
It thus comes about that many innocent 
people are for no fault of their own sub- 
jected to all the horrors of a prison. The 
strictest injunctions have been issued to 
the yaméns concerned that only men of 
well known integrity are to be elected 
captains of the trainbands for the future. 
Memorialist further learned that ever 
since the famine the land set apart for the 
maintenance of the bannermen*at Hulan 
has been placed on the same footing as 
that of the common people and that the 
latter are continually encroaching thereon. 
The bannermen as a consequence have lost 
their regular means of support and have 
only their official salaries whereon to live. 
The conditions on which land is held in the 
various districts visited by memorialist are, 
owing to the carelessness of the former offi- 
cials, most unsatisfactory. Settlers in nume- 
rous instances have appropriated to them- 
selves land largely in excess of that for which 
they hold official deeds and on which they, 
pay no duty. This is of course well known 
and the more unscrupulous members of 
society take advantage of these irregular- 
ities to encroach not only on this land ap- 
propriated in excess of the deed measure- 
ment but likewise on the land duly held 
with official sanction. Then again, the 
holders of land under an official lease 
make out ‘‘ white” deeds and sell their 
allotments to several families, retaining 
in their own possession the original 
official deeds. Needless to say trouble 
and litigation invariably ensue, where- 
upon the original holders disappear until 
the storm blows over. Thus the land 
although brought under cultivation yields 
very little revenue to the State, and it is 
much to be deplored that the remissness 
of the earlier officials should have brought 
about this result. Memorialist has the 
honour to state that on the arrival of 
Tsengchi, the new Deputy Lieut-General, 
he will in concert with the latter draw up 
some regulations whereby he hopes that 





radical changes will be brought about and 
the Imperial revenue materially benetited. 

The various measures above detailed were 
the result of a conscientious. endeavour on 
the part of memorialist to do what was 
right and what would in some small degree 
meet the views of His Imperial Majesty.— 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 

In a postscript Memorial Iko‘-t’anga asks 
for permission to be allowed to use a chair 
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when on his travels instead of either acart - 


ora horse. The reason he gives is that 
when on military service he received wounds 
the effects of which have given him a pre- 
disposition to giddiness in the head and that 
on the tour of inspection above mentioned 
exposure to cold combined with the jolting 
motion: of the cart or the pony brought on 
a severe attack of his old complaint.— This 
request is not granted. It would be an 
infringement of established rules for a mili- 
tary officer to go about in a chair. 


18th January. 


RETIREMENT OF LITERARY CHANCELLOR, 
YUNNAN. 


T‘an Chiin-p‘ei, Governor of Yiinnan, 
states that on the 5th December he received 
a despatch from the Literary Chancellor 
Wang Pei-li informing him that he had 
received news of his father’s death and 
must at once retire into mourning. His 
seals of office and the archives of the 
Chancellery together with a request that 
memorialist act for him accompanied the 
despatch. Memorialist has taken over the 
duties of his office but would respectfully 
urge the necessity of immediately appoint- 
ing a successor to take the place of the 
retiring officer.—Decree will be published 
separately. 


REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO RETIRE. 

Shang Tsung-jui, Military Governor of 
Hsian sends in a most urgent appeal asking 
for permission to vacate his post on account 
of severe illness. He represents that he 
has always suffered more or less from liver 
complaint and that the unfavourable nature 
of the climate has aggravated this malady, 
to which were added in the autumn a severe 
cough and extreme pains in his left leg. 

He also suffers from giddiness and 
weakness of sight and is unable to walk 
without assistance. Memorialist is well 
aware of the great importance of the post 
which he holds and were it possible would 
not for one moment think of evading any 
responsibility, but his present state of 
health really renders him completely unfit 
for duty and he is reluctantly compelled to 
ask to be allowed to vacate his post and to 
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return to Peking in order to place himself 
under medical treatment. Immediately on 
his recovery he will report the fact and 
humbly discharge whatever duties His 
Majesty may be pleased to impose on him. 
—Separate decree will be published. 


NEGLECT OF DUTY. 


Yii Lu and Feng Usiu report the case of 
Wo Sen, a Pitiehshih attached to the Board 
of War at Moukden, who more than a year 
ago applied for a month’s leave to return 
home and visit his parents. A year elapsed 
and the officer in question did not put 
in an appearance at the office notwith- 
standing the fact .that repeated orders 
were addressed to him through the head 
office of the Banner to which he be- 
longed to return to his post. It was 
afterwards discovered that he had taken 
advantage of the leave granted him to go 
to Peking and purchase oficial rank there. 
As this is a case of gross neglect of duty and 
one which cannot for a moment be passed 
over memorialists asked for leave to im- 
mediately degrade him.—Request granted. 
Let the Board of Civil Office take note. 


19th January. 
SHANTUNG BRICKS. 


Chang Yao brings forward a request made 
through the Finance Commissioner by the 
Liu-ching District Magistrate to the effect 
that he be not called upon to deliver the 
number of bricks which in accordance with 
the regulations he ought to deliver. It 
appears that at various times during the 
last twenty years his predecessors were 
instructed to furnish quantities of bricks 
amounting in all to some 991,6034 pieces. 
These orders were duly executed and the 
bricks stored in a yard pending their trans- 
mission to the capital. In former days they 
used to be transported by the grain junks, 
but of late years the grain tribute from 
Kiangsu and Chékiang goes by sea, and that 
of Honan has been commuted for a money 
payment, so that there only now remain 
the few Shantung junks, the accommoda- 
tion on which has proved utterly inadequate 
and as a consequence it has been impossible 
to transport the entire quantity. According 
to the records in his office there still remain 
to be delivered 663,343} bricks, but of that 
number only the broken and disunited 
pieces of 210,900 bricks are extant. The ° 
rest have been swept away by repeated 
floods which broke down the enclosures 
in which the bricks were stored and utter- 
ly destroyed about two thirds of them, 
leaving the remaining third useless for alk 
practical purposes. The Magistrate goes on 
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to say that were he called upon to re- 
place those destroyed it would be almost 
impossible to do so. There would be great 
difficulty in raising the necessary funds, the 
kilns have all been swept away by the 
floods, the brickmakers have left the 
district as for several years none of the 
kilns have been working, and the river 
Wei during the floods has covered the pits 
out of which the clay used to be obtained 
‘with a thick layer of sand and gravel simi- 
lar to that deposited by the Yellow River. 
He therefore asks that the delivery of the 
450,000 be not required of him and pro- 
poses to have the remains of the 210,900 
refired and made ready for delivery. 

The Governor, strongly supports this re- 
quest as he knows the statements made 
by the Magistrate are quite in accordance 
with fact.—Let the Board of Works consider 
and report. 


MURDER IN SHENSI. 


The Governor in Shensi reports the trial 
and sentence of a servant who in a fit of 
anger murdered his master Li Pei-fen, the 
Director of Studies for the Tsehsiang 
district. About a year ago Li engaged a 
man named Yang Sheng, as a personal 
attendant, stipulating to pay him wages at 
the rate of one tiao per month. From time 
to time the latter received additional 
presents of money from his master, but as 
these were not sufficiently large from his 
point of view he became lazy and had con- 
stantly to be reprimanded. One morning 
after receiving a scolding from his master 
he went out and, brooding over the fact that 
his perquisites were small and the amount 
of abuse he had to stand very considerable, 
he was seized with a sudden fit of rage and 
taking a knife and a small stone hammer 
from the kitchen went into the bedroom 
where his master lay asleep, and wounded 
him so severely that after lingering on for 
two or three days he died. 

Hired servant who kill their masters, it 
is laid down in the code, shall be placed on 
the same footing as regards the gravity of 
offence as children of the deceased, and as 
by law murder of a parent on the part of 
the latter is punished by the severer death 
penalty (ling ch‘ih), sentence has according- 
ly been passed on Yang Sheng in conformity 
to the above statute.—Let the Board of 
Pusvishments immediately consider and ve- 
port. 

20th January. 
TEMPORARY ABSENCE FROM A POST. 


P‘an Wei, the Governor of Kueichow, 
some time ago reported the completion of 
six years’ service at his present post, and 
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asked if in accordance with the regulations 
he might go to Peking and be received in 
audience. This request was granted, and 
he now proposes to set out shortly after 
the New Year. Consumed with a desire to 
gaze upon the Imperial countenance: and 
receive the Imperial instructions, he 
lifts up his eyes to the Great Bear and in 
spirit is conveyed to the capital. Unfor- 
tunately he is unable to get away at once 
as during the winter the waterways of his 
province are impassable, but he hopes to 
be able to hand over charge and leave after 
the opening of the seals. He proposes 
the Provincial Treasurer Wang Té-pang asa 
proper person to act in his absence.—Let 
Huang Huai-sen (the Provincial Judge) ° 
take temporary charge. 


EXTENSION OF THE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM IN 
THE NORTH-WEST. 

The Imperial sanction for the erection of 
a telegraph line through the provinces of 
Shensi and Kansu was obtained last year, 
and instructions were issued by Li Hung- 
chang to Shéng Tavtai, the Superintendent 
of Télegraphs, directing him to depute 
Chou Mien, an expectant Prefect on the 
Hunan establishment, to hold a survey 
and commence operations. Memorialist, 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, at the same time 
called upon the provinces of Honan, 
Anhui and Kiangsu to repay the sums 
formerly lent them in order to assist 
them in tiding over the prevailing dis- 
tress, as it was required for the erection 
of telegraphs at home. Officers were sent 
out to collect the necessary poles and other 
material and distribute them along the pro- 
posed line; the wire was provided by 
Shéng Taotai. In the autumn Chou Mien 
reported that the Chihli and Shansi private 
(mercantile as opposed to Government 
lines) line had been extended to the pro- 
vincial capital of Shansi, and that he pro- 
posed to set to work on the Government 
line from Hsian at the commencement 
of the eighth moon (15th Aug.) Orders 
were immediately issued directing the 
various local officials to render the tele- 
graph employés every assistance in their 
power, as it was important that some pro- 
gress should be made before the very cold 
weather set in. Chou Mien now reports the 
completion of the line and the erection of 
the necessary stations as far as Suchow 
on the 2nd of November. Memorialist 
would point out that the erection of 
a telegraph line in his part of the world 
is a much more formidable and difficult 
undertaking than in the Southern and 
Eastern Provinces. He cannot speak too 
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highly of the energy displayed by Shéng 
Taotai and Chou Mien, who have in addi- 
tion to doing their work smartly and well 
done it very economically.—Let the Yamén 
concerned take rote. 


Note. 
Hsian is situated ...... (i. ieee Be 
Suchow Lat. 39° 46’ 
steer eseerseeeesese Long. 99” 07’ 


A reference to the map will show what 
an extensive stretch of line has been laid 
down in a little over two months and a 
half. 

: 21st January. 


PRAYERS FOR SNOW. 


The Emperor announces his intention of 
again praying for snow on the 23rd inst. as 
his prayers on the 13th have had no result. 
Various high officials are instructed on the 
same date to burn incense at the minor 
shrines. 

REWARDS; FOR SAVING SHIPWRECKED 
SAILORS. 


Pién Pao-ti, Governor General of the 
Minche, asks that some rewards be granted 
to the officers who assisted in saving the 
crew and protecting the wreck of Butterfield 
& Swire’s steamer, the Newchavana. 

He proposes to put them first on the 
list for promotion of their respective ranks 
and to give them leave to wear the button 
of the higher rank in the meantime. —Re- 
quest granted. 

22nd January. 

The greater part of to-day’s Gazette is 
taken up with an appeal case from Shan- 
tung which does not however present any 
features of interest. 

INCREASE OF THE MILITARY ESTABLISH- 

MENT IN ILI. 

The Acting Governor of Ili submits a 
proposal for increasing the forces under his 
command by 1,090 rank and file, i.e. a 
brigade consisting of one battalion and one 
patrol of infantry and four banners of 
cavalry together with the necessary ofticers 
and camp followers. This is part of a 
scheme originated by his predecessor who 
unfortunately died while engaged in working 
out the details. The great extent of terri- 
tory to be patrolled renders such an increase 
very necessary.— Let the Board consider the 
question and report, the estimates submitted 
by memorialist to be handed to the Board. 

23rd January. 
REWARDS TO VIRTUOUS WOMEN. 


In 1858, Liuchou, a city in Kuangsi 
fell into the hands of rebels ; a great num- 
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ber of its inhabitants died in its defence or 
preferring death to dishonour committed 
suicide rather thansubmit tothe conquerors. 
Nor did the men alone show forth their 
bravery in this respect ; their example was 
largely followed by the women. When the 
city was recaptured orders were issued that 
a list be prepared of all those who had 
suffered in order that some steps might be 
taken to commemorate their self-sacrifice. 
At the time when these orders were issued 
everybody’s attention was concentrated 
on suppressing the rebellion, and it was 
not easy to give effect thereto. When 


| peace was restored instructions however 


were again given that enquiry should be 
made from time to time as originally 
directed. Ma Pi-yao, the Governor o: 
Kuangsi, accordingly submits a list drawn 
up by the Mah‘ing District Magistrate of 
the names of thirty-four women who died 
in those troublous times and thus preserved 
their honour. Memorialist thinks that the 
memory of these women is worthy of all 
honour and would suggest that the Board 
be instructed to prepare a posthumous 
testimonial of merit commemorative of 
their action. Thus will their pure souls be 


, set at rest and others be encouraged to 
| follow in their footsteps. — Request granted : 
| Let the Board of Rites take note. 


24th January. 
MOVEMENTS OF THE EMPEROR. 


After the transaction of business and the 
reception of His Ministers in audience the 
Emperor will repair to-morrow morning to 


- the Palace of Prince Ch‘un to conduct in 


person the rites connected with ‘‘the great 
sacrifice.” 


APPOINTMENT. 
Ch‘ien Yii-hsing is gazetted Brigadier 
General at Chungking. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A LATE 
FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER. 


The Governor of Kiangsi submits a peti- 
tion from a number of the gentry and 
scholars within his jurisdiction in which 
they pray for permission to erect a temple 
in his native place to the memory of Wu 
K‘un-hsiu and ask that tablets may be 
placed in the same building to those ofticers 
and soldiers who fell fighting under his 
command. The deceased entered the 
service as a subaltern in the year 1851 
and very soon attracted the attention of 
Tséng Kuo-fan who received great assistance 
from him in raising a naval force upon the 
Yangtze and in collecting contributions 
to carry on the campaign against the 
rebels. After recovering the capital of 
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Hupzh he inflicted a great defeat upon 
the Taipings at T’ienchiachén, and in 
1853 when the Imperial forces were un- 
successful at Kiukiang, he was sent by 
Tséng Kuo-fan to take supreme command 
of the naval force locked up on the Poyang 
Lake. After a most successful campaign 
against the rebels in which he succeeded 
in recapturing a large number of important 
towns he was promoted for his services to 
be Intendant of the Nanshaolien Circuit in 
Kuangtung but was, for some reason which 
is not stated, degraded before he entered 
upon the duties of the post. After a further 
period of military service he was appointed 
Taotai at Wuhu in 1865, and rose in a few 
years to be Financial Commissioner of 
Anhui which post he held till his death at 
the age of 57 in the year 1871. A temple 
has already been erected to his memory in 
Anhui, and as he was mainly instrumental 
in rescuing his native province of Kiangsu 
from the rebels, a similar honour should, it 
is felt, be paid to him by the inhabitants 
of the latter province. The petitioners do 
not venture to ask that a posthumous title 
should be conferred upon the deceased, 
that being exclusively a prerogative of the 
Imperial favour, but they cite the case of 





the late Commander-in-Chief of Fukien as : 
| Ch‘un has been raised to be an Imperial 
' Duke of the first degree, and his brother 


a precedent which might possibly be adupt- 
ed in the present instance should the 
Emperor deign to entertain the question. 
Kescript. We authorise the erection of a 
temple to Wu K‘un-hsin in Kiangsu and 
approve of the other proposals in the memorial. 
As regards the bestowal of a posthumous 


title, it is a special favour which we cannot j 


grant we the present cuse. 


25th January. 
REHEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE. - 


‘The Governor of Shantung reports the 
rehearing of the following case. Ch‘ii 
Yung-hsiang, a native of Kuan Hsien, was 
commissioned by a relative to pay his land 
tax to the local magistrate. The tax 
receiver objected to some of the cash in 
which the money was paid as being too 
small and a dispute ensued. Ch ‘ii brought 
a charge of extortion against the clerk in 
the local courts, and finding himself 
unable to obtain redress, he proceeded 
to Peking where he prostrated himself as a 
suppliant hefore the chair of the Emperor. 
He was handed over in the usual way to 
the Board of Punishments and sentenced 
to 100 blows for having presumed to ob- 
struct the Imperial procession. This sen- 
tence has now been confirmed by the 
Provincial Court which presided over the 
rehearing of the case. 
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APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO RETIRE 
FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


T‘o-lun-pu submits an application’ for 
permission to retire from the public ser- 
vice. The memorialist who is now close 
upon 70 years of age started life as a com- 
mon soldier and gradually rose to be Re- 
sident in Kobdo and Deputy Lieutenant- 
Governor of Ch‘ahar. He was the right 
hand man of Prince Séng Kolinch ‘in during 
the Taiping rebellion and received severe 
wounds during the campaign from the 
effects of which he is still suffering in his 
old age. He begs permission tv spend the 
remainder of his days at his native place in 
Manchuria.— Decree alreudy issued. 


26th January. 
PROVISION FOR THE EMPEROR'S MOTHER. 


By a Decree issued to-day under instruc- 
tionsfrom H.M. the Empress Dowager, the 


' Imperial Princess, the widow of Prince 


Ch‘un, is granted the full salary drawn by 
her late husband. 


HONOURS TO THE BROTHERS OF THE EMPEROR, 


Tsai féng, who has succeeded to the title 
of Prince Ch‘un, is to receive the full 
salary drawn by a prince of the first order : 
Tsai-hsiin, the third son of the late Prince 


Tsai-t‘ao has received the title of Imperial 
Duke of. the second degree. 


DECEASE OF OFFICIALS. 


The death is announced of Kuo-ch‘iian, 
Cominandant of the troops in Ili; also of 


Fu-shéng, who was formerly Deputy Lieu- 


tenant-General at Moukden. The latter 
officer had served in the army with great 
distinction and in conferring upon him the 
posthumous honours due to his rank and 
remitting all the penalties he may have 
incurred during his official career, the 
Emperor expresses deep regret at the loss 
of such an illustrious public servant. 


REHEARING OF APPEAL CASE FROM FUKIEN. 


Hsii-wei, a native of the Nanching dis- 
trict in Fukien, recently sent an agent to 
Peking to represent his grievances in the 
following case. He and some other mem- 
bers of his clan held some property ona 
hill side the boundaries of which had got 
confused and had been the cause of fre- 
quent litigation. One of the Hsii family 
wrongfully opened a public dam to irrigate 
his own fields and in doing so, damaged 


; the interest of the adjoining property. 


Being called upon to make good the loss 
he offered resistance and a dispute ensued 
in which the brother of Hsii-wei lost his 
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life. Hsii-wei brought an ‘action in the 
local courts, and being dissatisfied with the 
decision of the magistrate who tried the 
case, he appealed to Peking and alleged 
that the court below had been bribed to 
hush up the case. The provincial authori- 
ties were directed to hold a rehearing and 
on the second trial it was established that 
Hsii-wei had accused the wrong person of 
the murder of his brother. Having regard, 
however, to the fact that there was no 
malevolence in his action and that he was 
misled by false reports of what had taken 
place, he is to receive the benefit of the 
recent Act of Grace and steps are to be 
taken for the apprehension and punishment 
of the real culprit. . 


27th January. 


HONOURS TO DECEASED BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
CHUN YUN. 


‘Imperial Decree.—Ch‘un Yiin, Brigadier- 
General of the Manchu garrison at Ching- 
k’ow was a man remarkable for his valour 
and ability. When the rebels over-ran 
Shantung, Honan and Anhui he fought 
against them with conspicuous bravery and 
earned for himself various distinctions. 
The news of his death which has so unex- 
pectedly reached us has filled us with 
deep sorrow and as a mark of our special 
favour we bestow upon him the posthumous 
honours accorded to an ofticer of his rank. 
We moreover remit all the penalties in- 
curred during his term of service aud 
command the Board to consider what 
further rewards should be conferred on the 
deceased. 


28th January. 
REPAIRS TO GRAND CANAL. 


Shén Ping-ch‘éng and his colleagues sub- 
mit a joint memorial on the subject of the 
repairs which it has been thought advisable 
to carry out to the banks and sluices along 
the Grand Canal so as to facilitate the 
passage of the grain fleet in the spring. 
It appears that the Choangpei portion of 
the Canal which is several hundred li 
long, is more especially obstructed. The 
mountain torrents rush into it carrying 
with them mud and stones with the result 
that the water course has become silted 
up. Some years ago a series of sluices 
were erected with a view to remedy this 
state of things and also for the purpose of 
confining the water within bounds, but the 


bed of the stream has silted up so much that. 


it has become necessary to increase the 
height of the embankments. During 1887 
and 1888 no grain was sent by the Canal 
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: and which is still in fair repair. 





and in the following year when junks did 
make the passage so little money was 
available for purposes of repairs that no 
dredging operations could be nndertaken. 
This year the floods in Shantung have been 
exceptionally severe and the quantity of silt 
which has accumulated is unusually large. 
It will be necessary to remove it before the 
canal can be again considered navigable ; 
and as the present dry season is favourable 
for the work orders have been given that it 
be taken in hand without delay. 

Memorialists further refer to the Liho, 
where there are three stretches of canal. 
They say that it is the most important 
point along the passage but for years past 
it has been neglected and the embankments 
allowed to fall into decay. The foundations 
have been undermined by the floods and the 
cement has been washed away from between 
the layers of stone thus causing much appre- 
hension as to its stability. Instructions 
have been issued to strengthen the weak 
points by means of mats, and it is hoped 
that this action may avert the danger of 
collapse and allow of the junks passing 
through in safety in the spring. 

Memorialists consider also that one of 
the sluices at present in use should be 
closed as not only is it in a bad state of 
disrepair, but the bed of the stream has 
silted up to such an extent that to exca- 
vate it would entail enormous expense. 
They propose instead to open another 
which is situated quite close to it and 
If this 
proposal is adopted, however, it will be 
necessary to build up the embankments so 
that the water may not escape and the 
approaches to the new sluice will also have 
to bedeepened and the banks strengthened. 

In 1886 the contributions from Kiang- 
nan and Kiangsu towards the conservancy 
of the Canal were the same as they are in 
the present year, but in that year a further 
levy was authorised by Imperial Resceript, 
the Superintendent of the Grain Transport 
of the former place contributing 20,000 
taels and the latter province 8,000 taels. 
Much more work is contemplated this year 
and memorialists have consequently ar- 
ranged with the two Superintendents above 
mentioned to increase their subscriptions 
by 8,000 and 15,000 taels respectively 
an arrangement in which both these ofti- 
cials have acquiesced. 

As soon as the money is received the 
work will be pushed forward with the 
utmost economy and despatch and the 
accounts will be submitted in the usual 
course to Peking.— Refe:red by Rescripl to 
the Board covcerned. * 





Jan. 28—3v.] 


———_1_ 


17 





EXPENDITURE AT THE NAVAL COLLEGE, 
TIENTSIN. 


Li Hung-chang as a member of the Board 
of Admiralty memorialises the Throne on 
the subject of the current expenses of the 
naval college at Tientsin and begs that the 
government grant of Taels 40 a month, 
which is found to be inadequate may be 
increased. The college he explains was 
established to take the place of the obsolete 
training ships and in order to induce youth 
from the maritime districts to enter and 
study for the navy it was understood. that 
vacancies in the fieet should be filled up 
from their ranks as opportunity offered. 
The sum allowed to cover the daily ‘ex- 
penses of the old training ships was Ts. 40 
a month, but so far the question of a fixed 
allowance to the college has not been 
decidéd. Recently the Admiral submitted 
that the expenses were much heavier than 
in former days and upon memorialist con- 
sulting the Navy Pay Department he was 
informed that that Department strongly 
recommended that the allowance should 
be inereased by at least Tls. 20 a month. 
He begs therefore to submit this recom- 
mendation for His Majesty’s approval and 
to suggest that authority be given to issue 
the allowance at the new rate from the 
begining of March, 1890. ; 


Memorialist further states that the Ad- 
miralty Regulations provide for additional 
—active service—pay being issued to clerks 
and others when employed at sea. The 
Admiral had a number of these men with him 
on board ship during the late manceuvres, 
which have extended over a long period, but 
no addilional pay has been issued to them. 
This is felt as a great hardship by the men 
and memorialist begs that the Admiralty 
Regulations may be applied to their case 
for the future.—Leferred by Rescript to the 
Board. : 


29th and 30th January. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


Prince Kung and others return thanks 
for the presents of silk and satin made 
them. 


At seven o’clock to-morrow morning the 
Emperor will proceed by way of the Fuhua 
Mén and the Tsi Chih Mén to the I Hung 
T‘ang. After resting there some little time 
and after changing his robes he will go on 
to the pavilion at Yuan Ming Yuan, and 
perform sacrificial rites before the coftin of 
the late Prince Ch‘un-hsien. When these 
are over he will return to the Palace by 
the same route. 
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Hu P‘in-chih is appointed Governor of 
Shunt‘ien Fu. 

A fall of snow of over an inch in thick- 
ness is reported in the capital. 

“Note.—The I Hung-t‘ang is a small 

building outside the Hsichih Mén on the 
right of the bridge on the road to Haitien 
known as the Kaoliang Ch‘iao. It was the 
regular halting place for former sovereigns 
when on their way to the Summer Palace. 


WIFE MURDER IN THE N.W. PROVINCES. 


The Governor of Kansu and Hsinchiang 
reports a case of wife murder on the part 
of a Mahometan farmer in the T‘ulu Dis- 
trict. Owing to the poverty of her hus- 
band the woman in question greatly pre- 
ferred to take her abode in her parents’ 
house, and, when her husband came to fetch 
her, resolutely refused to go home with 
him, lying down on the road, kicking and 
screaming. Incensed at this exhibition of 
feminine obstinacy her husband drew a 
knife #nd cut her throat. In accordance 
with law he has been sentenced to death 
by strangulation ; the sentence to be put 
into execution after the autumn assizes.— 
Let the Board of Punishments consider and 
report. 

DEATH OF THE KHAN OF TURGOUT. 


The Acting Military Governor of Ili 
reports the death of Pu-yen-cho-ko-t’u, Cap- 
tain-General and Chieftain of the Southern 
tribes of the Turgout League. The deceas- 
ed was on the point of setting out for the 
capital to complete the regulation year of 
service when he suceumbed to a violent at- 
tack of dysentery. His wife at once reported 
the death tomemorialistand at the sametime | 
asked that some one be appointed to take 
charge of the vacated post, as her two sons 
were not yet of age. She enclosed a certi- 
fied copy of the family register and further 
requested that one of her sons be recom- 
mended to succeed his father in the here- 
ditary chieftainship. As the mother of the 
late chieftain who had on a former occasion 
been appointed to look after the duties of 
Captain-General had gone to Hsining to 
prepare tea (for medical purposes) at some 
Buddhist shrine in that neighbourhood, 
memorialist delegated the wife of the de- - 
ceased to take temporary charge and imme- 
diately asked the political officer residing at 
Hsining to get the Princess Dowager to 
return with all speed and take over charge 
from her daughter-in-law. Memorialist 
can certify to the fact that the two sons 
above ‘mentioned are the legitimate 
offspring of the former Khan and 
would request that the hereditary title 
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be conferred on the elder of the two, 
Pu-yen-meng-k‘u. 
grandmother will vacate her acting appoint- 
ment in his favour and at the time appoint- 
ed he will proceed to Peking to be received 
in audience. In a postscript memorial the 
Governor reports that he has deputed an 
officer to attend the funeral of the deceased 
and perform the necessary sacrifices. — 
Request granted ; let the Yaméw concerned 
take note. 


PROMOTION OF AN OFFICER ON THE RUS- 
SIAN FRONTIER. 


The provincial capital of Heilungchiang 
closely adjoins the Russian frontier town 
of Hailanpao (?) and international questions 
are constantly arising. At the request of 
the Governor the Tsungli Yamén appointed 
Keng Shan, a pupil of the Tung-wén-kuan, 
with nominal rank as a second class secret- 
ary of a board, to co-operate with the Deputy 
Lieutenant-Genetal stationed there in the 
management of international affairs. Dur- 
ing the three years he has been at his post 
he has performed his duties with diligence 
and despatch, and the present Military 
Governor asks that the substantive rank of 
second class Secretary be conferred on him 
in recognition of his services: other rewards 
are asked for officers engaged on similar 
duty.—Let the Board concer :.ed consider and 
report. : 


31st January and 1st February. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


On the first of February the Emperor 
will burn incense in the Shih Ying Hung, 
after which he will repair to a banquet in 
the Tze Kuang Ko (presumably in honour 
of the Mongol Princes) and witness some 
wrestling matches. 

At 4 p.m. he will burn incense in honour 
of the God of the Imperial kitchen. 


OBITUARY. . 

The deaths are reported of :— 

(1) Kuei Chueh, senior Vice-President of 
the Board of Punishments. 

(2) Wu La-pu, Senior Vice-President, 
Board of Works. 

(3) Lien Ch‘ing, Manchu Brigade General 
for Kiangning. 

His Majesty in each case expresses his 
regret at the sad news and directs the oftice 
concerned to bestow the customary awards. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Chi Pang-chen, Salt Commissioner, 
Tientsin. 

(2) Fen-ch‘e, Manchu Deputy Lieut.- 
General, Bordered Yellow Banner. 
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On coming of age his . 


(3) Hsiang-pu, Deputy Lieut.-General, 
plain Red Banner. 

(4) Neng Yin Pu, Mongol Deputy Lieut.-. 
General, Bordered Yellow Banner. 

(5) Shen Yiian-shen, Literary Chancellor 
for Fukien. When his work in connection 
with the Imperial Commission is at an end 
he will take up his new post. He need not 
come to Peking for audience. 

(6) Ching An, transferred to Senior Vice- 
Presidency, Board of Punishments. 

(7) Feng Hsiu, Junior Vice-President, 
Board of Punishments. 

(8) Feng Lieh, Vice-President, Board of 
War, Moukden. 

(9) Kuei Hsiang, Junior Vice-President, 
Board of Works in charge of the Coinage 
Department. 

LEAVE. 

Liu Ming-ch‘uan in announcing expiry of 
his leave reports that he is still suffering and 
asks that he be allowed to vacate his post. 
There is no necessity for this ; he is grant- 
ed three months’ extension of leave, and 
Tang Ching-sun is hereby directed to tem- 
porarily look after the examinations, etc., 
throughout the island. 

An application that Wang Ching-hsien, 
acting Provincial Judge for Canton, be 
granted leave to repair his ancestral tombs 
and that the temporary vacancy be filled 
by Te T‘ai, Intendant of the Hui Ch‘ao- 
chia circuit (Swatow), is referred to the 
Board of Civil Office for their consideration. 


2nd and 3rd February. 


ADDITIONAL PRAYER FOR SNOW. 


Owing to the slight fall of snow this 
winter we have repeatedly burned incense 
in the Takaotien and sent Prince Ching 
and others to do the same at other shrines 
with a view to propitiating the Higher 
Powers. Our prayers it is true have been 
answered but still the amount of snow 
that has fallen is inadequate to thoroughly 
moisten the ground and in view of the 
near approach of ‘‘ Beginning of Spring, We 
purpose on the 5th inst. be proceed again 
to the Takaotien and burn incense. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
1.—Hu Pin-chih having been appointed 
Governor of Shunt‘ien Fu, the care of the 
various houses of refuge will devolve on 
Hsiang-lin. 


i 
2.—Pien Pao-ti reports that the Prefect \ 


of T‘aipei Fuis related by marriage to the / 
Provincial Treasurer and has in conse-< 
quence applied for a transfer.—Let him 

exchange with the Prefect of Chanychow 

(FPukien ). 
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, APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Eng Seu-lin is appointed to the com- 
mand of the Kiungchow Brigade (Kuang- 
tung). : 

& Pakot‘anpu is appointed Manchu 
Dep. Lieut.-General of the plain White 
Banner. ; 

(3) Selengo to the same post in the 
Bordered Red Banner. 

(4) Ngen-t‘ao to be Mongol Dep. Lieut- 
General of the plain Yellow Banner. 


SUCCESSOR TO SELENGO. 


Some six months ago the Board concern- 
ed was instructed to find out what family had 
been left by Selengo the late Governor of 
Tli in order that some rewards might be 
bestowed on his sons. The Board now 
reports that his only son died some time 
ago without leaving any children, and that 
the next of kin are his nephews who are 
at present in the capital. On the arrival 
of the body at Peking the head of the de- 
ceased’s Banner will submit the name of 
one of these to be adopted as Selengo’s 
successor. 

LIKIN IN MANCHURIA. 


Yii-lu‘and Mien-i submit a joint memo- 
rial in reference to the great falling-off in 
the amount of likin collected in the pro- 
vince of Féngtien and propose to establish 
additional stations at the mouth of the 
river to ensure its proper collection. Likin 
in Féngtien is the great source from which 
funds are derived for the maintenance of 
the troops and the staple article on which 
it is collected is grain, imported and ex- 
ported. Likin on other goods does only 
amount to about 10 per cent. to 20 per cent. 
of the whole. In 1856 the annual revenue 
derived from likin was some 1,300,000 
strings of cash and in the reign of 


Tungchih (1862-1875) it never fell be--. 


low 1,000,000 strings. Of late years 
however since the removal of restric- 
tions on foreign trade and the consequent 
increase ii the number of merchants and 
the quantity of grain that passes through 
their hands the amount collected has 
barely reached 800,000 strings of cash. 
This is to be explained by the action of 
unscrupulous'traders who seeing that likin 
stations are established in all towns and 
trade centres carefully avoid these and 
enter into underhand negotiations with the 
villages on the banks of the river hoping 
by this means to avoid payment of the 
regular dues. The whole illicit trade in 
grain along the river bank for one year 
may be computed at over a million piculs 
and the loss the likin revenue suffers in 
consequence at over a hundred thvusand 
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strings of cash. If such be the loss on grain 
the loss on other goods can be readily 
ascertained. Some measures must be taken 
to remedy this state of thing and memo- 
rialists propose to establish revenue barriers 
at the San'Ch‘a Ho-k‘ou in the Newchwang 
district. All the river traffic passes that 
point and it will be easy to find out if the 
boat cargoes have paid duty or not. The 
officials stationed there at present have 
only power to ascertain the status of the 
boats that pass their barrier and see whether 
they are registered or not, they cannot 
enquire into the nature of the cargo. 

Memorialists would accordingly appoint 
additional ofticers to co-operate with these in 
regularly overhauling all boats as they pass. 
Should they be able to show duty paid 
memos. of the inland stations nd further 
dues will be exacted, but should they have 
made up their cargoes at the various villages 
along the river a payment of 100 Tung cash 
per picul of grain will be levied. Itis hoped 
that by this means the decrease in the 
likin revenue will be put a stop to and 
they would ask for permission to give this 
new plan a trial.—Let the Board of Revenue 
tuke note. 


CHANGE OF NAME, 


A Lieut.-Colonel in Chékiang has dis- 
covered that his name is the same as that 
of one of his ancestors and asks for per- 
mission to be allowed to change it. 


MEMORIAL SHRINE IN ILI. 


The Governor of [li reports the com- 
pletion at .Huiyiianch‘eng of a shrine in 
memory of some 24,838 officers and men 
who died in the Nan and Pei Lu during the 
Mahometan rebellion and asks that the 
Board be directed to make a note of this 
fact in order that the local officials may 
perform the necessary sacrifices. Funds for 
the ordinary expenditure have been raised 
by subscription and should any sum be 
necessary for its repair, the manner in which 
it is to be collected will be duly reported: 


4th and 5th February. 


TEMPLE IN HONOUR OF PRINCE CH‘UN HSIEN. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received the following instruc- 
tions from Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Empress Dowager with reference to a 
memorial that in obedience to her com- 
mands was drawn up by certain high 
officers of State concerning the erection of 
a temple in honour of the -late Prince 
Ch‘un-hsien and the sacrifices to be observ- 
ed on the occasion of his interment. Their 
proposal that a temple in his honour be 
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built on the piece of ground lately confer- 
red on him and a private chapel on the 
ground his residence now occupies is ap- 
proved. The roof of the halls of the temple 
and’ of the principal gateway shall be 
covered with yellow tiles with a bordering 
of green tiles. |The sacrificial rites to be 
observed shall be the same as those in 
honour of an Emperor (Son of Heaven). 
The Yaméns concerned will draw up a 
detailed list of the various musical instru- 
ments, sacrificial vessels and other requisites 
and submit it for Our approval. After 
the erection of the temple sacrifices shall 
be performed by the Prince succeeding to 
the hereditary title on the first day of the 
second month in each quarter of the year. 
A few days beforehand however the Court 
of Sacrificial Worship will enquire if it be 
His Majesty’s intention to perform these 
sacrifices in person; he will invariably do so 
on the anniversaries of the late Prince’s 
birth and death. ; 
The obsequies shall be conducted accord- 
ing to the regulations laid down concerniug 
those of an Imperial Prince. The Emperor 
‘ will himself make out an inscription for a 
memorial tablet, which tablet shall be 
_ roofed in with yellow tiles. On the expiry 
of the first year’s mourning and on the day 
on which he comes out of mourning, the 
Emperor will hold a service conducted 
according to the rites of the greater sacri- 
fices and will himself read the service. On 
the day prior to the committal of the body 
to the ground he will hold a similar service 
at its temporary resting place and on the 
day itself respectfully accompany the cor- 
téeye. On the day after he will again 
worship at the grave. The yearly rites in 
connection with the tomb shall be performed 
by the Prince succeeding to the title. 
Out of respect to the memory of the de- 
ceased the character Huan ( 2), the name 
of the Prince) is henceforth not to be used 
in writing. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The post of Prefect at Foochow being 
one of great importance, the Governor- 
General is hereby ordered to slect the 
most capable Prefect within his jurisdiction 
to fill the vacancy ; the appointment thus 
vacated is to be conferred on Hu T4ng-kan. 

(2) A grant of four hundred piculs of 
grain is hereby ordered in aid of the houses 
of shelter and soup kitchens. 

(3) The Nanhai District Magistrate, Li 
Cheng-yung, having subscribed Tls. 10,000 
towards famine relief a special reward has 
been applied for on his behalf. Let him 
await at his post the next vacancy in the 
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ranks of the Intendants of Circuit to which 
he shall be immediately appointed. 

Yii-té is hereby appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Works. Until his 
arrival at his post Pak‘otanpu will be tem- 
porarily in charge. 

EXPLOSION OF GUNPOWDER. 


The Acting Governor of Anhui reports 
the explosion of a quantity of gunpowder 
at Pochou. It appears that in 1862 Séng 
Kolinching deposited a quantity of munitions 
of war in the San Huang Miao about a mile 
outside the town of Puchou where they have 
remained ever since. For the last ten 
years also a two-storeyed building at the 
back of the temple has been used as a 
powder magazine for the use of the troops 
stationed in the district. On the 28th of 
September this powder exploded killing 
some 76 people and destroying some 110 
buildings. A public subscription was at 
once opened and every possible measure 
taken to alleviate the consequent distress. 
The cause of the explosion is said to have 
been some sparks from a fire lit by 
the soldiers in charge and some carpenters 
who were working there for cooking pur- 
poses in one of the halls of the temple. 
The officers more or less responsible for 
this negligence have been degraded. 


6th and 7th February. 


FUNDS FOR SUPPLYING ARMS TO THE 
MANCHU TROOPS AT JEHO. 


‘Some years ago it was decided that a 
percentage of one fén per tael should be © 
deducted from the wages of the Manchu 
troops at Jého and that the proceeds should 
be applied to procuring a supply of arms to 
replace the old ones which had to a great 
extent become worn out and useless.' This 
deduction, it was calculated, would realise 
annually a sum of Tls. 1,000, and to this 
was to be added a further sum of Tls. 
2,000 borrowed from the land revenue 
receipts of the Imperial Hunting Park. 
The total amount would, according to 
an estimate that had been drawn up, 
suffice to replace the weapons of a 
single Banner force, and as there were 
altogether ten Banners stationed at Jého, 
the whole body of troops under the com- 
mand of the Lieutenant-General would be 
furnished in this way with ,a fresh supply | 
of arms in the course of ten years. It was, 
however, contemplated that the deduction 
of the percentage from the soldiers’ pay’ 
should be continued until the loan from 
the land revenue receipts had been paid: 
off. The whole arrangement has now 
been carried into execution and a question 
has now arisen with regard to the repayment 
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of the loan of Tls. 20,000 due to the Im- 
perial Hunting Park. If it is to be repaid, 
as originally proposed, by continuing the 
deduction from the pay of the troops it will 
require a period of twenty years to clear it 
off, and having regard to the fact that the 
soldiers only receive 80 per cent. of their 
wages, and that the cost of living has greatly 
increased in recent years, the Lieutenant- 
General considers that it would be a great 
hardship upon the troops to enforce the 
continuance of the levy. He finds that 
a sum of Tls. 11,200 was invested for 
the benefit of the troops by his predecessor, 
and of the yearly interest accruing thereon 
he proposes to appropriate Tls. 1,000 a 
year for the repayment of the loan due 
to the Imperial Hunting establishment, 
the balance Tls. 344 being devoted towards 
improving the position of the soldiers in 
other directions. — Approved : Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. : 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR PROVIDING AND 
TRANSMITTING FUNDS TO KANSU. 


During the year 1889 the provincial 
treasuries in China Proper were called upon 
to provide and forward to Kansu a sum of 
Tls. 4,800,000 to meet the cost of the re- 
organisation measures now being carried 
out in that province and in Turkestan. 
The provincial authorities who were made 
responsible for the collection and trans- 
mission of the above amount were promised 
rewards in case they should succeed in 
raising their respective shares of the sub- 
sidy within the prescribed limit of time. 
The Governor-General of the Shén Kan 
provinces having now reported the receipt 
of the full contribution, the Board of Re- 
venue submits a list of the officials on whom 
it suggests rewards should be conferred 
for their zeal and activity in the matter. 


8th to 11th February. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO OFFICER WHO WAS 
KILLED BY SMUGGLERS IN CANTON WATERS. 

Li Han-chang submits a recommendation 
for the bestowal of posthumous honours 
upon Lo Yu-shéng, the late Captain of the 
gunboat Yiin-ch‘ow, who was killed in 
action by a fleet of armed smuggling boats 
which he encountered in the Canton waters 
off the district of Hsiang Shan. The Yiin- 
ch‘ow was pursuing the smugglers when 
they turned round and fired into her, in- 
flicting a severe wound upon her Captain, 
from the effects of which he died on the 
following day. The deceased’s services, a 
list of which had been previously furnished 
by the late Viceroy, when considered in 
connection with the lamentable manner in 
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which he met his death are held to justify 
the present application.—Granted by Re- 
script. 


PUNISHMENT OF A CAPTAIN FOR GROSS . 
MISCONDUCT. 


Captain Chang Ch‘i-hui, a native of the 
Ling-shan district in Kungtung is denounced 
by the Viceroy for having on several occa- 
sions collected together bodies of men 
and committed excesses of a serious 
nature, such as holding people to ran- 
som and robbing and murdering people 
against whom he bore a grudge. His con- 
duct having at last formed the subject 
of a public ‘complaint, Féng Tzii-ts‘ai, 
the Commander-in-Chief of Yiinnan who is 
now living at his home in the province of 
Kuangtung, had him arrested and handed 
over to the Magistrate of Ch‘in Chow for 
trial and punishment. He pleaded guilty 
to a number of charges on the indictment 
that had been preferred against him, but 


took advantage of the absence of witnesses’ 


to prevaricate respecting the robberies 
and murders of which he stood accused. 
The Viceroy asks for permission to have 
him cashiered as a preliminary step towards 
having the whole case thoroughly investigat- 
ed by a competent tribunal.—Granted by 
Rescript. 


FORECAST BASED UPON NEW YEAR WEATHER. 


The Board of Astrology report that the 
wind on New Year’s Day blew from a 
quarter which presages long life and an 
abundant harvest. 


12th and 13th February. 


HONOURS TO OCTOGENARIAN RELATIVES OF 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 


A Decree published to-day contains a 


further instalment of honours conferred. 


upon the octogenarian relatives of public 
officers in connection with the celebration 
of the Emperor’s twentieth birthday. Among 
those so honoured are the grandmother of 
Duke Huang Mon-ch‘én, the mother of 
P‘éng Chu-han, Commander-in-Chief of Fu- 
kien, the mothers of the Brigadier-Generals 
at the Pescadores and at Ts‘ao Chou in 
Shantung and the aged relatives of a large 
number of other prominent military officials 
in the Empire, each of whom has received 
a tablet with an autograph inscription by 
the Emperor, a jade sceptre, and 4 rolls of 
silk and satin from the Imperial treasury. 


DENUNCIATION OF A FORMER MEMBER OF THE 
; BLACK FLAGS. 

Li Han-chang denounces an officer named 

Wei Yu-ts‘ai who formerly served as a 





captain in the Black Flags under the com- 
mand of Liu Yung-fu. After the disband- 
ment of the Black Flag organisation in 1887 
this man was continually attempting to 
extort money from one of his former com- 
manding officers and was expelled from 
‘Canton by the late Viceroy, Chang Chih- 


tung. He has now secretly made his way 


back to the province and has brought a 
lawsuit for the récovery of some pay alleged 
to havebeen due to him. On reference to Liu 
Yung-fu the Viceroy finds that the soldiers 
of the three battalions under his command 
were all paid in full at the time of their 
disbandment. Wei Yu-ts‘ai is represented 
by his late Chief as having been an un- 
principled and disobedient member of his 
force and the Viceroy proposes to have him 
instantly degraded and sent back to his 
native place where he will be kept under 
strict police surveillance. 


DONATIONS FOR FAMINE RELIEF IN CHIHLI. 


The only other document of any interest 
in this number of the Gazette is a list of a 
dozen or so of officials who, prompted by 
the dying requests of their parents or 
grand parents, have subscribed Tls. 1,000 or 
more towards the relief of the distress in 
Chihli, and have received by way of reward 
permission to erect memorials to the authors 
of these charitable deeds. 


14th and 15th February. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Sung Kuei-ch‘i and Fo Yu-ch‘i are 
appointed Superintendents of the Live 
stock and House duty at Peking for the 
current year. 


EXPLOSION OF GUNPOWDER AT T‘AIPING FU. 


The Acting Viceroy of the Liang Kiang 
states that he has received the following 
communication from the Admiral in charge 
of the Yangtse. ‘‘The powder magazine of 
the Central battalion under my command is 
situated in the S.H. corner of Taiping Fu. 
It is removed at some distance from other 
houses and stands on a waste piece of 
ground surrounded by a moat. The Colonel 
in charge in accordance with the regulations 
appointed the Captain of the right patrol, 
governor of the magazine, but as_ that 
officer had many other duties to perform 
the special care of the powder devolved on 


an expectant Lieutenant named T‘ang. On 


all occasions, however, when any powder was 
received into or issued out of store the Cap- 
tain aforesaid had to be in attendance. As 
since the beginning of the autumn the 
weather had been exceptionally dry, these 
officers were repeatedly warned to take 
every precaution against accidents. On the 
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2nd of November, however, the powder ex- 
ploded with a sound like thunder and as 
there was a high wind at the time, the 
whole establishment caught fire and ere 
long was completely gutted. No traces could 
be found of the officers and men in charge. 
The various military and civil officials at 
once took steps to extinguish the flames 
but did not succeed in rescuing any military 
stores. Twenty people lost their lives by 
the explosion and for these coffins and a 
sum towards burial expenses have been pro- 
vided. Some fifty others received wounds, 
but fortunately none of them fatal, and 
they are now under medical treatment. The 
sparks carried by the wind set fire to about 
120 thatched housesin theneighbourhoodand 
the concussion injured about 310 other 
buildings. I at once subscribed $2,000 for 
the relief of the sufferers and am holding 
an enquiry into the cause of the accident. 
Authority is requested to replace the powder 
and military stores destroyed. Memorialist 
while as yet Governor of Anhui received 
reports in the same sense from the civil 
authorities and forthwith despatehed the 
Finance Commissioner to proceed to the 
scene of the disaster with $2,000 and see 
what was to be done.” 


Owing to press of work caused by his taking - 
over charge of his present post memorialist 
has been unable to advert to this matter 
sooner. He would now suggest that the 
officers who are partly responsible for the 
negligence which caused this accident 
should be handed over to the Board for 
punishment. 


16th and 17th February. 


DEATH OF HUANG PENG-NIEN. 

Chang Chih-tung and T‘an Chi-hsiin 
report the death on the 13th of January of 
Huang P‘eng-nien, Provincial Treasurer 
for Hupeh. The cause of his death was a 
sudden difficulty experienced in breathing 
which terminated fatally in a very short 
time. Memorialist would point out that 
the late officer in the discharge of his duties 
elesewhere had gained no mean reputation 
and during the two months they were 
associated with him he impressed them 
very strongly with his ability and his 
industry. He had established in his yamén 
a sort of training school for the expectant 
officials attached to the province and had 
provided a library for their use. The value 
of such an institution in aiding good 
adminstration, it is needless to point out, 
is very great. Only two days before his 
death he had been examining them in per- 
son and annotating the papers submitted, 
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and now ere the ink has dried he has sud- 
denly passed from our midst. On receiving 
the sad news memorialists at once proceeded 
to the house of mourning ; they found that 
the deceased had. left absolutely nothing 
and thecircumstances in which his family are 
left are much to be deplored. They issued 
instructions to the Prefect and District 
Magistrate to render the family every 
assistance in arranging his affairs and will 
without delay select an officer to tem- 
porarily take charge of the vacant post.— 
Separate decree will follow. 


THEFT FROM THE SUMMER PALACE AT JEHO. 


The Assistant Commandant stationed at 
Jého has the honour to submit the follow- 
ing statement. The various buildings 
comprising the summer palace at Jého 
occupy a space, the circumference of which 
is over 16li. The larger buildings and 
halls therein contained, notwithstanding 
the fact that no repairs have been under- 
taken for years are still in a fair state of 


preservation, but the minor buildings have | 


all tumbled to pieces. 
curios scattered throughout these buildings 


The more valuable . 


tached for the duty of guarding the park 
were then summoned and severally in- 
terrogated. The answers and general 
demeanour of one of their number, Chang 
Kuang-hou, were so suspicious that he 
was remanded and subjected to a further 
examination, whereupon he confessed that, 
forced by poverty, he and a man belonging 
to Sanchiian had committed the theft 
of the articles in question, but that 
they had not stolen the 125 loose stones, 
He was handed over to the Chengte 
Prefect for trial and a search party 
was sent out to hunt for the missing arti- 
cles. This party reported that at the 
foot of the stone wall outside the N.E. 
bridge of one of the garden pavilions 
they had found lying amongst some loose 
stones a bundle wrapped in yellow cloth 
containing 125 pieces of jade and four 
rings. Inthe immediate neighbourhood were 
found the roll of writing and two small 
fire-arms. These latter and the place 
where they were found, evidently point to 
the fact that the articles had been stolen 


‘ and the culprits dreading discovery had 


were long ago securely locked up in the | 


larger halls but the smaller and less im- 
portant things were stored separately 
elsewhere, in order that they might be 
more easily counted and looked after. 
Whenever any new official took over charge 
they were all compared with the original 
list and again securely locked up. It is 
also the duty of the parkkeeper to place a 
guard every night to see that the locks are 
not tampered with. Onthe 24th of Nov., 
however, one of the keepers reported that 
there were traces of a robbery having been 
committed within the palace grounds, that 
he had searched everywhere but had been 
unable to arrest the offenders. This intelli- 
gence was a great shock to memorialist 
and he at once proceeded with the soldiers 
under his command to the scene of the 
robbery. He went over the articles in the 
larger halls, comparing them with the list, 
and fortunately found none missing. The 
lock, however, of one of the buildings had 
been wrenched off and the seals torn; he 
gave strict injunctions that a most careful 
watch be kept to prevent any further 
attempts at robbery and passed on to the 
building where the less important articles 
were stored. Here it was reported to 
him that 125 stones and pieces of jade 
which had fallen out of their settings, four 
jade rings, a roll of writing, three small 
ornaments attached to an elephant (not a 
real elephant but a curio) and three brass 
knobs and wooden covers of some clocks 
were missing. The various soldiers de- 
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thrown them down in order to avoid 
detection. They have been sent to the 
Chengte Prefect to be produced at the trial 
and identified by the prisoner who, accord- 
ing to present advices, is retracting his 
former statements. Memorialist goes on to 
pray that some punishment be decreed for 
himself and the parkkeepers in that through 
their carelessness they allowed this rob- 
bery to take place. 


18th and 19th February. 


APPOINTMENT RENEWED. 


Let Yii-lin continue in charge of the 
Silk Factory at Soochow. 


YELLOW RIVER WORKS, 


Chang Yao reports the completion of the 
various works in connection with the Yellow 
River the expenditure on which was 
sanctioned in the spring when he made 
application to undertake them. Knowing 
the importance of having everything done 
thoroughly, he has personally supervised 
the various officers in charge of the works 
and he has reason to believe that there 
has been no slipshod work done. All has 
been executed in strict accordance with the 
plans he submitted in the spring. — 


PERMISSION TO GO INTO MOURNING. 
Ch‘ang Shun, the Governor of Kirin, 
brings forward a representation on the part 
of the newly appointed Assistant Military 
Governor commanding at Kobdo. This 
officer had been received in audience and 





was on the point of setting out for his new 
post when he received news of his mother’s 
death and applied for the customary 100 
days’ leave to go into mourning, not to in- 
clude the time occupied in proceeding to 
and returning from his native place which 
is Kirin. His leave was granted and is now 
about to expire. He finds, however, that the 
geomantic influences will not permit of the 
body being interred until the spring and 
he asks for an extension of two months’ 
leave in order that he may conduct the 
necessary rites in person.—One month’s 
leave granted. 


SUICIDE OF A CHIH HSIEN, 


The Governor of Szechuan reports the 
suicide of an expectant District Magistrate 
attached to the Provincial establishment. 
It appears that for some time past the 
apparent hopelessness of his ever getting 
an acting appointment, superadded to the 
straits of poverty, had been preying on his 
mind and although his neighbours watched 
him carefully and tried to dispel gloomy 
thoughts he took advantage one night of 
their being asleep and hung himself over 
the door of his room. He has no family 
in Szechuan, except a son seven years old 
who was boarded witha friend. The usual 
inquest was held and the body has been 
‘temporarily interred until his family can be 
communicated with. The rope is locked 
up in the Taotai’s yamén and on the case 
being closed will be destroyed. 


APPLICATION TO VACATE POST. 


Kuo Ch‘iian, Commandant of the Forces ° 


in the Ili district, has applied for leave to 
vacate his post under the following circum- 
stances. He served with distinction in 
Chihli and Kansu and in course of time 
was promoted to his present position. Last 
year, as affairs in Ili were tranquil and he 
could be spared, he asked for permission to 
come to Peking and be received in audience. 
This was granted as was also a request for 
leave to proceed to Kirin and visit his 
family. On the way he received news of the 
death of his mother and of course went into 
mourning. When at his ancestral home 
he found that, owing to his having been 
employed for thirty years and more on 
military service, the family tombs had been 
allowed to fall into disrepair, and he applied 
for extension of leave to enable him to put 
them in proper order. In the midst of his 
work the winter set in and it will be 
necessary to wait until the spring when the 
ground softens beforehecangoon. Hecannot 
of course expect that he will be permitted 
to subordinate his public duties to his pri- 
vate affairs, and as during his lifetime he 
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was able to show his mother very little 
filial respect, he can hardly reconcile him-' 
self to leaving her tomb unfinished before 
she has been one year under the ground, 
and he accordingly respectfully requests 
to be relieved of his post, in order that he 
may do all that is needful in connection 
with the family graves in person and not 
leave these sacred duties in the hands of 
strangers.—Decree will follow. 


SOOCHOW SILK FACTORY ACCOUNTS. 

The funds for the Soochow Factory used 
to be supplied by the Hu-yeh Custom house 
(Hupeh) but as of late years the duty there 
has fallen off, the yearly amount of Tls. 
30,000 now comes out of the Soochow 
Provincial Treasury. The Superintendent 
herewith furnishes statement of his accounts 
for the period from the 3rd moon of the 15th 
year of the present reign to the 2nd 
moon of the 16th year. In addition. to 
the yearly allowance of Tls. 30,000 there 
was a balance in hand from the last finan- 
cial year of Tls. 1,190, making a total at 
his disposal of Tls. 31,190 which was spent 
as follows :— 


Fabrics furnished during the 
year for the Imperial use ...T]s.29,020.0 


Packing expenses and freight.. 1,987.0 
Cost of transmittting last year’s 
accounts to Peking ............ 33.3 
Artist for painting done during 
“the year........ccssssscccssssceees . 36.7 
Balance carried forward......... 113.0 
31,190.0 


20th and 21st February. 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO DOINGS OF 
OFFICIALS IN FUKIEN. 

Some years ago an officer named Chiang 
Ssii-ta who was acting as Prefect of Chien- 
ning in Fukien was suddenly relieved of 

ahis duties under circumstances which made 
him suspect that his withdrawal from his 
post was the result of intrigue. He formu- 
lated certain charges against his successor 
and a number of other officials in the 
province, and at the instance of the Cen- 
sorate, to whom his petition was address- 
ed, a commission composed of Kuei-héng 
and Shén Yiian-shén, two Vice-Presidents 
of Boards in Peking, was sent to Fukien 
to hold an investigation into the case. 
Their report has been received and forms 
the subject of a Decree in which sentence 
is pronounced upon all the parties. 
Liang Yii-yii, the officer who was appointed 
to succeed Chiang Ssu-ta in the post of act- 
ing Prefect, was really first on the list for 
prefermentof thekind, but beingapparently 
unaware of this, he bribed the private 
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Secretary of the late Governor-General to 
use his influence on his behalf. The Secre- 
tary addressed a letter on the subject to the 
Commander-in-Chief Shén Mao-shéng who 
acted upon his suggestion and deputed one of 
his subordinates to receive the bribe. Wang 
Chi-kuang, the private Secretary, is dead : 
Liang Yii-yii, who obtained his appoint- 
ment by bribery and undue influence, is 
sentenced to banishment, as is also the Com- 
mander-in-Chief whose behaviour showed 
an entire absence of all self-respect. An ex- 
pectant Taotai, name Lui Ch‘i-hsiang, who 
sent a telegram to the Commander-in-Chief 
respecting the appointment of Liang Yii-yii 
and tried afterwards when he was discover- 
ed to hush up the matter, is handed over 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. Chiang Ssii-ta, the plaintiff in the 
case, begged in the first plaee to be retained 
some time longer in his acting post and 
subsequently refused to give over charge 
to his: successor. The charges which he 
brought against his colleagues in Fukien, 
though not entirely without foundation, 
were in many respects inaccurate and 
exaggerated, but as he has already been 
cashiered, no further notice is to 
be taken of his offence. The present 
Viceroy of the Shenkan provinces who was 
at Foochow when the affair took place is 
blamed for having failed to keep a proper 
check upon the doings of his private 
Secretary and is also handed over to the 
Board to be dealt with in a manner com- 
mensurate with his offence. The delay 
which took place in the investigation of the 
case is due largely to the conflict of testi- 
mony that was presented to the Court and 
no blame is attached to the Viceroy, Pien 
Pao-ti, who showed perfect impartiality 
and did all he could to hasten the progress 
of the trial. 


RITES TO THE MEMORY OF PRINCE CH‘UN. 


Prince Po-yen-na-mo-hu and the Minis- 
ters of the Presence submit a memorial in 
which they detail the ceremonial obser- 
vances to be performed in connection with 
the obsequies of Prince Ch‘un. Their sug- 
gestions are based upon the principles 
enunciated by the Emp-ror K‘ien Lung and 
are ranged under the following heads : 

(1) A Temple is to be erected to the 
memory of the Prince in the Palace recent- 
ly bestowed upon him by the Emperor, 
and the tablet at the entrance of the 





building is to bear the inscription ‘‘ Temple ~ 


of Prince Ch‘un, the virtuous.” 

(2) The temple is to contain seven 
Halls, a central gate, five c! ien of buildings 
to the West and East of the Halls, and 
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five chien to the rear for use as sleeping 
apartments besides kitchens ard other 
apartments. The question as to whether 
the Hall should be roofed with green or 
yellow tiles is left to the decision of H.M. 
the Empress Dowager. 

(3) The annual and periodical sacrifices 
are to be conducted by the present Prince 
Ch‘un on the same scale as was adopted in 
the case of Prince Hsiu of the Sung 
dynasty. The Court of Sacrificial Rites 
will on each occasion take the Emperor’s 
commands as to his taking part in these 
ceremonies in person, and in the event of 
His Majesty doing so, he will be supported 
by his brother, the present Prince. 9 _ 

(4) The music, sacrifices, sacrificial im- 
plements and all the other accompaniments 
are, in accordance with the decision of the 
Emperor K‘ien Lung, to be on the same 
scale as those accorded to an Emperor and 
are to be considered in every detail by the 
various public departments concerned. 

(5) It is left to the Empress to decide 
whether the Emperor should each year 
visit the Temaple erected to Prince Ch‘un 
on the latter’s birth day and the day of his 
decease. F 

(6) As soon as the year’s mourning 
has expired, it is suggested that the Em- 
peror should visit the Prince’s tomb in 
person, performing ‘‘the great sacrifice ” 
and reading the elegy. 

(7) After a careful consideration of the 
essay on the subject from the pen of the 
Enperor K‘ien Lung, the meanorialists are 
of opinion that the funeral rites should be 
those accorded to a Prince of the first degree 
and they leave it to the yaméns concerned 
to made the necessary preparations with 
all due care and reverence. 

(8) The tomb and sacrificial Halls of the 
late Prince have already been prepared, 
and as the epitaph is to be made out in the 
Emperor’s name, it is recommended that 
the pavilion in which it is enclosed should 
be roofed with yellow tiles. 

(9) The. Emperor, it is suggested, should 
perform the great sacrifice and read the 
elegy before the remains at their present 
temporary resting place before they are re- 
moved for final interment, and should per- 
form a similar ceremony at the tomb after 
the interment. Whether His Majesty 
should escort the remains to their last 
resting place is left to the decision of the 
Eimpress Dowager. ; 

(10) The tablet to be placed in the 
sacrificial Hall of the Prince’s tomb should 
be prepared by the Board of Works who 
should communicate with the Board of 
Astrology respecting the selection of an’ 


26 


[Fes. 21—25. 





auspicious day for having it suspended. 
It should bear the inscription, Tablet of 
Prince Ch‘un, the virtuous., 

(11) Whether the epitaph should be 
composed by the Emperor or should 
be drafted by the Hanlin Academy is a 
question which the Empress Dowager is 
respectfully asked to decide. 

(12) The periodical rites in spring and 
autumn, at the winter solstice, and at the 
end of the year are to be conducted by the 
present Prince. 

(13) In the case of Prince Hsiu the name 
was withdrawn from use. Whether one of 
. the characters forming the name of Prince 
Ch‘un should be similarly treated is left to 
the decision of the Empress Dowager. 

(14) Both the temple and the tomb of 
the late Prince are to be guarded by 
troops. 


22nd and. 23rd February. 
RETIREMENT OF A TAOTAI. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports that 
, the Intendant of the Hangchia Hu Cir- 
cuit, Féng Shén-t‘ai, has been obliged to 
go into mourning on account of the death 
of his mother and that he has appointed an 
expectant officer named Wang Ching-ch ‘éng 
to carry on the duties of the post pending 
the arrival of the new incumbent Wang 
Tsu-kuang. 
COPPER MINES IN YUNNAN. 

The Company engaged in working the 
copper mines in Yiinnan has, says the 
Director of the Mines, suffered so severely 
during the past summer that it has been 
obliged to make an appeal tothe Government 
for assistance. Work was stopped for two 
months by incessant rain and then followed 
an epidemic amongst the men. Rather 
than shut up the mines altogether, and 
allow the five or six thousand miners 
employed to be cast adrift with little 
chance of getting them together again, food 
and shelter were given to them on the 
premises. Not long ago the Company 
received a loan of Tls. 100,000 from the 
government and this enabled them to 
send their usual remittances of copper to 
Peking during the year. The merchants 
at Shanghai and Chungking, seeing that 
the company has failed to meet its lia- 
bilities, refuse to take any more shares 
or make any further loans. Though the 

mining prospects are exceedingly good, 
the expenses are very heavy and the final 
success of the enterprise can only be secured 
by a further loan of Tis. 300,000. This 
sum the Director has advanced on condition 
that it is to be repaid in instalments spread 
over ten years. During the three years 
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since the opening of the mines a sum of. 
over Tls. 700,000 has been sunk in the 
enterprise, and it would, the Director- 
General thinks, be a pity tostop now when 
the project is fairly under way. Of the Ts. 
100,000 previously advanced Tls. 40,000 
have already been repaid. 


A MAN TORTURED TO DEATH. 


The following case is reported by the 
Governor of Hunan, Yang An-jén, a 
native of that province, seduced the wife of 
his nephew and was severely reproached for 
his conduct by another member of the 
family clan, named Yang Chih-shu, who 
brought the woman back to her home and 
forbade all intercourse between the pair in 
future. Yang An-jén was so incensed at 
this that he determined to have his revenge 
and arranged with some friends to waylay 
Yang Chih-shu and murder him. The 
murdered man’s wife arrived on the scene 
immediately after the deed was committed 
and recognised Yang An-jén in the moon- 
light as one of the party. ‘The deceased also 
before his death deposed that he had been 
struck by Yang An-jén. The man was 
arrested by the elders of the clan and for- 
warded for trial to the authorities. At first 
he confessed to the crime but later on he 
retracted his previous testimony and 
pleaded his innocence. The Magistrate who 
tried the case had him so severely beaten 
that, being a weak man, he succumbed to 
the effects of the torture. The Magistrate 
was denounced by his superior officer, 
the Prefect, and an investigation was 
ordered into all the circumstances of the 
case. The result is that the Magistrate 
is held not to have exceeded the law in 
applying the torture to a prisoner who had 
previously confessed to the commission of 
a capital offence. He is considered, how- 
ever, as deserving of blame for not having 
sent a full and immediate report of the case 
to his superiors and is handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a fitting 
penalty. 


24th and 25th February. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Sung-linis gazetted Judicial Commissioner 
of Shantung, his successor as Grain Inten- 
dant of Yiinnan being Ying-k‘uei. Wang 
Tso-fu is appointed Salt Commissioner in 
Shantung. 

EXPERIMENTS IN SERICULTURE WITHIN THE 
PALACE. 

The Grand Secretary, Fu-k‘un, who is in 
charge of the department of sericulture 
recently inaugurated by the Empress, 
wrote not long ago to the Superintendent 
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of the Imperial Manufactory at Hangchow 
asking him to forward to Peking one 
thousand catties of the best raw silk 
and to procure him a staff of workmen 
skilled in weaving and dyeing silk. The 
Superintendent was. also called upon to 
furnish a complete set of the machinery 
employed in weaving and reeling silk, as 
well as a number of women with experience 
in rearing the silkworm. The Superin- 
tendent now intimates his intention of 
doing his utmost to execute this order but 
explains that he will be unable to forward 
the machinery and the workpeople until 
the Tientsin river is opened to navigation 
in the spring. In the meantime, he asks 
that the Board of Revenue should be 
directed to supply him with funds for the 
purchase of the silk..—Referred to the con- 
sideration of the Board of Revenue. 

SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS RELIEF OF DISTRESS 

IN CHIHLI. 

Li Hung-chang acknowledges the receipt 
of a donation of Tls. 1,000 from Tan Shu- 
van, the Judicial Commissioner of Shensi, 
towards the relief of the distress now pre- 
vailing in Chihli. The donor has received 
permission to rect an arch with an appro- 

riate inscription at his native place in 
unan tothe memory of his parents, to 
whose influence his generosity is traceable. 


26th and 27th February. 
BANQUET IN THE TZii KUANG KO. 


After partaking of breakfast and giving 
audience to his Ministers, the Emperor 
will proceed to-morrow to the Tzti Kuang 
Ko to attend a Court Banquet. 

-FALL OF SNOW. 


The Governor of .the Metropolitan 
Prefecture reports that snow has fallen to 
the depth of three inches in the neighbour- 
hood of Peking. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO A COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF. 

The Viceroy of the Shén Kan provinces 
submits an application on behalf of the 
Commander-in-chief, Chou Ta-wu, for a 
month’s leave of absence to enable him to 
recruit his health. The applicant, who 
has served in the army sinée his boyhood, 
received severe gunshot wounds during 
the Taiping rebellion which, however, did 
not trouble him much in the vigour of his 
manhood but have broken out afresh in 
his old age in the severe climate of the 
northern provinces. 

ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE BY GOVERNOR OF 

KUANGTUNG. 

The new Governor at Canton, Liu Jui- 

fén, reports that he took over the seals of 
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oftice on the 29th of December last. After 
his return from Europe he had the honour 
of being twice received in audience by the 
Emperor, and took his leave of His Majesty 
in the latter part of October last. After 
dwelling in the usual strain upon the 
important duties now thrown upon him 
and his own inability to perform them, he 
promises to devote all his energy to the task 
and hopes that by loyal co-operation with 
the Viceroy, he may at least attain partial 
success. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF A GENERAL 
BY THE VICEROY OF YiiNNAN AND 
KUEICHOW. 


Wang Wén-shao, the Viceroy of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow, submits a recommendation 
in favour of Li Wei-shu, a general who 
formerly held a command in Kuangsi but 
was denounced for laxity of discipline by 
the late Viceroy Chang Shu-shéng. Li 
Wei-shu has been tiving for some time past 
at his native place in Yiinnan and from 
frequent intercourse with him the Vicer y 
has formed a very high opinion of hig 
character and attainments. His past record 
is one of great clistinction. He was Ts‘én 
Yii-ying’s right-hand man in the campaign 
against the Panthays and contributed 
largely to the suppression of the mevement 
headed by Tu Wén-hsiu. At the Viceroy’s 
suggestion he is now to be introduced at 
Court with a view to re-entering public 
life. 

28th February and 1st March. 
EXPIRY OF SENTENCE OF BANISHMENT. 


The ofticers in charge of the Imperial Post 
Roads report the expiry of the sentence of 
a Sub-prefect Wen Hsin who had been 
banished to the Post Roads in the 12th 
year of Kuang Hsii. At the end of the first 
three years he was unable to pay the sum 
due in respect of the Z"aifei (expenses to- 


‘wards maintaining the Courier service) and 


was accordingly ordered to serve for an- 
other term of five years, that being the 
time appointed by law for all such cases. 
Last year, however, a general pardon was 
proclaimed and by virtue thereof four 
years of his sentence were remitted. He 
has now served his full time and memoria- 
lists would ask the Imperial sanction for 
his discharge.—Granted.° 


MILITARY MATTERS AT HANGCHOW 


The Tartar General at Hangchow reports . 
the holding of the usual autumn inspection 
of the troops under his command armed 
with foreign rifles. He refers to an Imperial 
decree issued in the 4th year of the present 
reign which states that should the troops 
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in question after the lapse of several years 
show signs of having been well drilled ap- 
plication may be made to reward one or two 
of the officers. In memorialist’s opinion 
the results displayed at this last inspection 
justify him in making such application and 
he would ask that the Colonel of the one 
battalion be granted the brevet rank of 
Brigadier General and that to the other be 
awarded a button of the second class.— 
Let the Board of War consider and report. 


LEAVE ON ACCOUNT OF ILL HEALTH. 
Chang Shun, the Governor of Kirin, sends 
in an urgent application for a month’s leave 
on the ground of ill health. He would 
point out that when serving near Chiayii- 
kuan (Kansu) constant exposure to cold 
and damp very seriously affected his health. 
At the time it was impossible for him, 
on account of the urgent nature of the ser- 
vice on which he was engaged, to return to 
Peking and plaee himself under medical 
- treatment, and the result is that every 


spring and summer his legs swell out, caus- | 


ing him great pain, to which is superadded 
in the winter months great shortness of 
breath. Since his arrival at his present 
post he has had his hands full owing to the 
bad harvests and the prevalence of bri- 
gandage. He has devoted himself day and 
night to the discharge of his duties and 
strained his energies to the utmost. As 
a consequence the cold weather has brought 
back his old complaint and it is with the 
greatest possible difficulty that he can 
attend to business. He is therefore com- 
pelled to ask for a month’s leave in order 
that he may place himself under medical 
treatment.—Granted. 


2nd March. 
DECREES. 


In accordance with the instructions of 
the Empress Dowager, Fu K’un and Li 
Hung-tsao are hereby appointed to look 
after the building of the memorial temple 
to the late Prince Ch‘un-hsien. The 
erection of the family chapel shall be superin- 
tended by Hsi Ching and Hsii Ying-kuei. 

(2) Hsii Ying-jung, Provincial Treasurer 
of Chékiang, is hereby directed to vacate his 
post and come to Peking to await further 
orders. 

(3) As a mark of special favour Po Ch‘u 
and UHsing-en are appointed Assistant 
Chamberlains. 


CHANGES IN HUPEH. 


Chang Chih-tung suggests that in con- 
sequence of the death of Huang P‘éng-nien, 
Ch‘én Pao-chén the Provincial Judge do 
act temporarily as Provincial Treasurer 
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and the Grain Taotai as Provincial Judge. 
He would recommend an expectant Taotai 
Kung Chao-hsin for the appointment of 
Acting Grain Intendant. 


3rd March. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Chia Chih-ngen to be Chékiang Provin- 
cial Treasurer. 
Chang Lu to be Honan Provincial Judge. 


KIANGSU MILITARY AFFAIRS, 


Shen Ping-ch‘eng, Acting Viceroy of the 
Liang Kiang, proposes to entrust the 
newly appvinted Provincial Judge for 
Kiangsu, Ch‘en Ch‘ih, with the direction of 
military matters throughout the province. 
The reasons he puts forward are that the 
officer in question was formerly in charge 
of the war vessels of the Nanyang squadron, 
and that his reputation in regard to military 
matters is a very high one, he having during 
the two former reigns served with great 
distinction in the S.E. provinces. His 
subordinates and the soldiery generally all 
placed the greatest confidence in his ability, 
and as memorialist is greatly in need of a 
capable man to stand by his side he has 
veutured to place the control of the military 
camp in Kiangnan in the hands of the 
Provincial Judge.— Noted. 


4th March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


At half-past eleven to-morrow the Em- 
peror will receive in audience at the Tze 
Kuang Ko all the nations. 


DECREE. 


The triennial examination of officials is 
one of the means whereby the State is 
enabled to acknowledge the merits of its 
servants ;and should amongst the various 
ofticers stationed at Peking and throughout 
the provinces there be any whose services 
are deserving of special notice it is fitting 
that some recognition thereof be made. 

We have carefully gone over the list 
drawn up by the Board of Civil Office and 
have to direct the Yamén concerned to 
consider what specia] marks of favour can 
be conferred on Prince Li, the Grand Secre- 
taries Olohopuand Chang Chih-wan, the Pre- 
sident of the Board of War, Hsii Keng-shen, 
and the President of the Board of Punish 
ments, Sun Yii-wen, as these high officers 
have loyally co-operated with Us and 
materially aided Us with wise counsels 
regarding the administration of the realm. 

The Board will proceedin a similar 
mannerwith regard to the Viceroy of Chihli, 
Li Hung-chang, in consideration of the 
valuable services he has rendered during 
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the long years he has been in charge of the | Board amounted to Ts. 100,000, 500,000 


Metropolitan Province. The Governor 
General of the Hukuang, Chang Chih-tung, 
and Chang{fao, GovernorofShantung, have 
shown great zeal and capacity in the dis- 
charge of their duties and the Board will 
consult as to what reward should be be- 
stowed on them. 
RETURN TO DUTY. 


Ch‘ang Shun, who some little time ago 
applied for amonth’s leave on account of 
severe illness(v. Gazette March Ist), hasnow 
much pleasure in reporting that shortly 
after the despatch of the memorial he 
placed himself under skilled medical treat- 
ment, with the result that the difficulty in 
breathing almost entirely disappeared and 
his general health was greatly improved. 
He has so far recovered that he can resume 
his duties and as he has received so many 
tokens of Imperial favour he feels it would 
be an act of ingratitude were he to wait 
until the expiry of his month’s leave before 
again going on with his work. He according- 
ly asks that the remainder of his leave be 
cancelled.— Noted. 


APPOINTMENT TO THE NANYANG SQUADRON. 


The former chief of the Nanyang squa- 
dron, Ch‘én Chih, having been appointed 
Judge of Kiangsu it is the duty of the 
Acting Superintendent of Southern ‘rade 
to appoint a successor. Kuo Pao-chang, 
holding rank as Admiral, and formerly 
in charge of the Shouch‘un Brigade, 
Anhui, seems to be the man most qua- 
lified for the post. ‘The late Superin- 
tendent Tséng had on various occasions 
spoken every highly of him and recom- 
mended him for the discharge of important 
duties, amongst others for the post of 
Assistant to Ch‘en Chih in the direction 
of the squadron. He has consequently a 
great deal of experience in naval matters 
and as the Superintendent of Northern 
Trade who was telegraphically consulted 
signified his approval, memorialist trusts 
the appointment will be sanctioned. — 
Sanctioned : Let the Board tuke note. 

The rest of the Gazette is taken up with 
the periodical reports of several of the 
examiners throughout the Provinces. 


5th March. 
FAMINE RELIEF IN UHIHLI. 

During last summer the heavy rains and 
consequent floods caused the greatest dis- 
tress throughout nearly twenty chous and 
hsiens in the Shunt‘ien Prefecture, and 
over forty in the rest of the Province of 
Chihli. The grants in aid of the distress in 
Shuntien made by the Emperor and the 
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strings of cash, 265,000 piculs of millet and 
rice, and an additional sum of about Tls. 
400,000 being the amount raised for Mari- 
time Defence purposes during the 8th, 
9th and 10th moons, in Peking and through- 
out the provinces. [This makes a total of 
£200,000 exclusive of grain for the one 
Metropolitan Prefecture.] Contributions 
in aid of the distress throughout the rest 
of the province were made by the Provin- 
cial Treasury and the Salt Commissioner 
to the extent of Tls. 600,000 and by In- 
perial favour permission was obtained to 
keep back 36,000 piculs of tribute rice from 
the North Yangtze districts and 12,700 
piculs of millet from Fengt‘ien. 

This liberal allowance on the part of the 
Throne, however, could only suffice to supply 
the needs of the districts more immediately 
in need of relief during the summer and 
autumn, and to maintain soup kitchens 
during the winter. The lowest possible 
estimate fixed by the Viceroy Li for relief 
purposes during the winter was Tis. 
2,000,000. As Chihliis even at ordinary 
times behindhand with its revenue it was 
with the greatest difficulty that the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer couldraise the Tls. 100,000 
necessary to repair the Yungting river and 
do a little towards relieving the districts in 
the neighbourhood of the provincial capital 
during the winter. Memorialist was at his 
wits’ end to know how to raise the necess- 


| ary funds; he was sure that were he to 


make application to the Throne the money 
would be forthcoming but he did not like 
to do so as such a request might render it 
difficult for the Board to fully attend to 
the needs of the capital. The only resource 
left was to telegraph to the high authorities 
thoughout the provinces asking their aid. 
The way in which his appeal has been 
responded to has far exceeded his expecta- 
tions and he has the honour to state that in 
addition to subscriptions already reported 
he has received during the 7th, 8th, 9th, 
10th and 11th moons the following sums, 
either subscribed by the officers themselves 
or raised within their jurisdiction :— 


Tls. 
Yii Lu, Military Governor of Feug- 
GION: goa le dcrgescebteteed Madietos tees 10,000 
Tséng Kuo-chiian, late Viceroy of 
Liang Kiang ............0c 100,000 
Liu Ping-chang, Governor of Sze- 
CH WA cos desc ved leceves sted sainess 70,0CO 
Li Han-chang, Viceroy Liang 
Ruan geo oicsci 0550 oie diascsdecexss 55,700 
Sung Chiin, Governor of Chékiang. 100,000 
Shen Ping-ch‘eng, Governor of : 
AMDUL. es Sescesacsenees edagetes teas 20,000 








30 {Mar. 5—6. 
Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi ... 10,000 | issued appeals to the salt merchants, the 
Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung 10,000 | pawnshops, the teaand silk merchants, call- 
Liu Jui-ch‘i, Governor of Shansi... 10,000 | ing upon them to subscribe towards the 
Chang Hsii, Governor of Hunan... 10,000 | Famine Relief Fund. 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of Tai- |  Memorialist would therefore ask that in 
TAN, cscosesecccaccevcccscscrcensesecs 7,300 | recognition of Sung Chun’sservices a button 
Ma P‘ei-yao, Governor of Kuangsi 6,000 | of the first class be bestowed on him.— 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy Hukuang 20,800 | Granted. 
Wang Wen-shao, Viceroy Yiin Kuei 20,100 ! 6th March. 
P‘an Wei, Governor of Kueichow. 2,000 | COURT CIRCULAR. 
Lu Fu-lin, Governor of Shenst avec ' At noon on the 8th instant the Emperor 
Kang I, Governor of Kiangsu ers > | received in audience the Ministers of the 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Viceroy Shen- 21.000 | various nations, Brandt, Denby, Walsham, 
_kan ...+ nese ahise: ae eaenar ack a] ? ' Otori (2) Panza, Ferguson and the Ch «rgés 
Hsii_ Chen-i,  Director-Genera Vaffaives Uribarri (7) Kliémenow, Ristel- 
Yellow River .......cccceecerseeee 30,000 | hueber, Michel ? 
Hsiieh, Minister to England, etc... 1,200 | ‘7 i 
Acting Commander-in-chief — of | EDUCATIONAL MATTERS IN KIANGSU. 
Szechuan .....ceeeeeeeeeeeereeee 8,080 | The Governor and Provincial Examiner 
Canton Hoppo ....eeceeeeeees  eereee 6,000 | of Kiangsu in a joint memorial point out 
Late Director Banqueting Court... 2,000 | an irregularity in the examinations held at 
Shanhaikuan Taotal .........+esssee0 2,000 | Suchow, Yiianho, Changchow and Wu- 
Shanghai ‘Taotai ........:e0eeeee: seeeee 2,000 ! hsien, and ask for permission to deal with 
Late Acting Tientsin Customs Tao- | the case somewhat more leniently than the 
GAL, cases eacistudesve'sester evese Peaeetest 2,000 | strict letter of the law lays down. It 
Lei Chiung (Kiungchow and Pak- appears that after the disturbance caused 
hoi) Taotai ........eeceeee eee eeees 4,000 | by the Taiping rebellion, the first examin .- 
Canton Benevolent Society ........ 14,100 | tions held in these districts were very 
Tung Waand Ching Hu Hospitals, sparsely attended by the literary students 
Hongkong ...... descdsbercecseobes 7,000 | belonging to these districts. This was 
amounting in all to over Tis. 590,000 taken advantage of by students from 


[£147,500] Even this, however, will not 
suflice to support the districts in distress 
until the spring, and more money will be 
required to strengthen the embankments. 
More money is being subscribed throughout 
the provinces, of which full particulars 
have not been received, but should the 
subscriptions prove inadequate, memoria- 
list will be forced much against his will to 
apply for funds from the Throne. The 
great zeal and public spirit shown by the 
high officials above enumerated in coming 
forward and extending such liberal aid to 
a neighbouring province are much to be 
commended, and memorialist would request 
that they be handsomely rewarded.—Let 
the Board consider as to what rewards can 
be bestowed on the officers in question. 


POSTSCRIPT MEMORIAL. 


The praiseworthy manner in which the 
province of Chékiang responded to the 
appeal is deserving of special notice. Not- 
withstanding the fact that the province 
has scarcely recovered from the distress of 
the previousjyear, Sung Chiin, the Governor, 
remitted Tls. 100,000 in aid of Chihli and 
Tls. 30,000 in aid of Shunt‘ien Fu. He 
himself provided 6,000 suits of wadded 
clothing for the sufferers and got others to 
provide additional 14,000 suits. He also 
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other districts who passed themselves off 
as being duly qualitied to enter for the 
examinations. Owing to the fact that on 
the rebellion breaking out the original 
inhabitants had moved elsewhere it was 
extremely difficult to check this abuse 
and it grew from year to year. Some 


| two years ago a petition was presented 


to the provincial authorities asking them 
to deal with the difficulty in accordance 
with a precedent furnished during the 
reign of Yung Cheng(1731), and call on those 
who had passed to make a declaration 
stating their native place, and thereafter 
allowing them as a special favour to inscribe 
themselves on the roll of the district where 
they had obtained theirdegree. Memorialists 
went into the matter and issued proclama- 
tions calling on all those who had passed 
in this irregular way to come forward and 
make a declaration to that effect. Quite a 
number have done so and, as it would be 
hard to deprive them of their degree which 
strictly speaking ought to be done, memo- 
rialists would ask that in view of the special 
circumstances of the case they be allowed 
to retain it but that they shall for the 
future be considered natives of the district 
in which they were examined. Some have 
still refused to come forward and make the 
declaration required, and it is proposed to 


Mar. 6—9.] 


31 





fix a limit of time for them todo so and 
should they fail to obey, to deal with them 
according to law.—Let the Buard of Rites 
consider and report. 


7th March. 


SERIOUS CHARGES AGAINST THE LATE VICEROY 
AT FOOCHOW AND OTHER OFFICIALS 
IN FUKIEN. 


The complainant in this case is Chiang 
Ssii-ta, a member of a well-known family 
in Peking, whose father was a Grand 
Secretary and whose ancestors for several 
generations have played an important part 
in the Government of the country. Some 
years ago he received the appointment of 
Prefect of Chienning Fu in Fukien, but 
in 1888 he was suddenly ordered to vacate 
his office and present himself for audience in 
Peking. His ownstatementofthecaseas laid 
before the Censorate at Peking is to the fol- 
lowing : ffect. Before the despatch from the 
Board announcing his recall reached Fu- 
kien, an officer named Liang Yii-yii began 
to scheme to obtain the acting appoint- 
ment of Prefect. Through the influence 
of Shén Mav-shéng, the Brigadier General 
of Chienning, he obtained the support of a 
Taotai named Lui Ch‘i-hsiang who urged his 
claim to the post with the Viceroy Yang 
Ch‘ang-chiin. The plaintiff produced tele- 
grams, letters and other evidence to prove 
that bribery and other undue influence had 
been used against him and he reported the 
whole matter to the Viceroy without, how- 
ever, mentioning the names of the persons 
implicated. The Viceroy came to the con- 
clusion that it was an attempt at coercion 
on the part of his subordinate, and when 
Chiang Ssii-ta asked instructions as to 
giving over charge, he was denounced to 
the Throne and degraded, on the ground 
that he had refused to hand over the seals 
of office to his successor. An acting Pre- 
fect named Hou Ts‘ai-chi was commissioned 
by the Viceroy to hold an investigation 
with secret instructions to hush up the case. 
This officer was a follow townsman of the 
Viceroy’s and did all he could to further 
the views of his superior. The telegrams 
that had passed between the guilty parties 
had -got bruited abroad and told the 
tale of the conspiracy that had been formed 
to rob the complainant of his post. The 
following were some of the significant 
allusions which they covtained: ‘This 
Liang business is all right: Have seen 
Yang—wants the money: Liang’s appoint- 
ment posted: Get the money for disburse- 
ment.” When the Viceroy became aware 
of the existence of these telegrams he saw 
that the whole affair was disclosed and he 
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hastened to denounce both General Shén 
Mao-shéng and the acting Prefect Liang 
Yii-yii. When he was vacating his post at 
Foochow he sent for the complainant, 
received him very kindly in his private 
apartments, and attempted to dissuade him 
from carrying the matter further. A draft 
was drawn up of a proposed settlement 
and submitted to the Viceroy who did not, 
however, fully approve of it and sent it 
back for alteration. Negotiations were 
carried on up till the moment the Viceroy 
left, but nothing definite was arranged. 
The complainant appeals to all who have 
had any experience of judicial business to 
say if they ever before heard of a case 
where the Judge entered into prolonged 
negotiations with the complainant and 
tried to induce him to make alterations in 
his petition. The present Viceroy, Pien 
Pao-ti, fully appreciated the injustice that 
had been inflicted upon the petitioner, 
but he declined to make an exposure 
out of respect to the feelings of his 
predecessor. He delegated the duty 
of investigating the case to the Judi- 
cial and Financial Commissioners, both 
of whom, being old friends of the late 
Viceroy, not only did all in their power to. 
screen him, but actually tried to destroy 
some of the documents which incriminated 
their former chief. The hearing of the 
case had been dragging on for over three 
years during all of which time the petitioner 
was detained in Fukien with no prospect of 
returning to his home. By the rules of 
the service a subordinate is entitled to 
protest against any hardship he may suffer 
at the hands of his superior, and having 
failed to obtain any redress from the 
Fukien government, the complainant car- 
ried his case to the Censorate at Peking 
at whose suggestion two High Commis- 
sioners were sent to hold an investigation 
on the spot. 


8th and 9th March. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON THE 
FOREGOING CASE. 


The two Imperial Commissioners who 
were sent from Peking to investigate the 
above case report that they reached Foo- 
chow on the 17th of December last and 
immediately took steps fer collecting all 
the available evidence to enable them to 
come to a decision on the issues which they 
were instructed to try. Amongst the 
numerous papers placed before them: were 
two petitions from the complainant, Chiang 
Ssii-ta, to the late Governor-General. In 
the first he begged permission to remain at 
his post until after the festival in the fifth 
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moon, so that he might be able to clear off 
the many debts he had contracted and 
scrape up enough money to pay his travel- 
ling expenses to Peking. In the second he 
stated that some unscrupulous persons in 


the Prefectural town were endeavouring to | 


getat persons who had the ear of the Viceroy 
and were offering bribes to obtain his 
position. His object evidently was to 
coerce the Viceroy, and when the Financial 


Commissioner appointed his successor he | 


declined to admit the validity of the ap- 
pointment and refused to quit his oftice. 
For this he was denounced and _ cashiered. 


In a memorial written shortly afterwards | 


the Viceroy stated that General Shén 
Mao-shéng and his brother Shén Hsien-ta, 


an expectant magistrate, had been the cause | 


of considerable scandal in connection with 
the case of Chiang Ssii-ta. Letters and 
telegrams which had passed between them 
indicated a strong suspicion of bribery 
and it was recommended that they should 
be temporarily degraded and placed upon 
their trial along with Liang Yii-yii, the 
ofticer who had succeeded Chiang Ssti-ta. 
The telegraph clerk, Yiian Kuang-yii, who 
was supposed to have abetted the plot, 
was also placed upon his trial. The tele- 
grams were produced and ran as follows: 
(1) ‘‘The Liang business has been put 
through”: (2) ‘‘Have seen Yang: wants 
Tls. 150; advise you to bear the loss :” 
(3) ‘‘ Liang has been posted Prefect ; 
have you received the money? telegraph 
reply.” (4) ‘‘ Money duly received and 
paid out.” GeneralShén Mao-shéng having 
been called upon by the Viceroy to explain 
these enigmatical messages did so in the 
following way. The first telegram had 
reference to an officer named Liang Té- 
shéng, an old friend of his, who had come 
to Foochow to seek military employment. 
He had asked the expectant Taotait Liu 
Ch‘i-hsiang to do what he could to further 
his friend’s object and Liu having succeeded 
in getting the man employment telegraphed 
that ‘tthe Liang business was all right.” 
The. second telegram had reference to a 
girl,*a domestic servant, who had been 


sent to him by Yang Té-chén, formerly | 


Brigade General of Chien-ning. The price 
originally fixed for the girl was Tls. 150, 


but as she proved unsuitable, he wanted ! 
to get rid of her and asked his brother to | 


consult with Yang Té-chén about disposing 
of her. Yang insisted upon adhering to 
the original agreement and his brother 
accordingly telegraphed to him message 
number two stating that he had seen Yang 
who demanded the Tls. 150. Telegrams 
uumbered three and four referred to a loan 
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of Tls. 300 which he borrowed from Liang 
Yii-yii. Liu Ssé-k‘uei, his private secre- 
tary, had been commissioned to receive 
the money in Foochow, and had telegraph- 
ed to him message number three to 
which telegram number four was his reply. 
These explanations were deemed very 
unsatisfactory by the Governor-General and 
the Commissioners were still less inclined 
to accept such evasive replies. All the 
witnesses were examined separately and 
for a long time persisted in adhering to the 
statements they had been in the habit of 
making for the last three years. Eventually, 
however, the following testimony was 
elicited. Liang Ch‘ang-féng admitted that 
Liang Yii-yii had ordered him to go into 
the city and see if his appointment as 
Prefect was posted. In the event of 
such being the case, he was to hand 
over Tis. 300 to Liang Tsé-k‘uei, the 
private secretary of General Shén, by whom 
it was to be paid to Wang Chung-lin, the 
private secretary of the late Viceroy. Liang 
Tsé-k‘uei stated that he had duly received 
the Tis. 300, had gone at night to the 
Viceroy’s yamén and had there paid over 
the money to Wang Chung-lin as a dou- 
ceur for his good offices in favour of Liang 
Yii-yii. Liang Yii-yii at first prevaricated 
but finally confessed that he had bribed 
Wang Chung-lin in the manner described 
by the last two witnesses. General Shén 
also admitted that all the telegrams. with 
the exception of the second, were addressed 
to him and related to the steps that were 
being taken at Foochow to secure the act- 
ing appointment for Liang Yii-yii. That 
the second telegram really referred to the 
purchase of the girl was proved to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners by in- 
dependent testimony. The Commissioners 
are equally satisfied that the appointment 
of Liang Yii-yii was made in the best of 
good faith by the Governor-General, and 
that he had no knowledge whatever of the 
doings of his secretary Wang Chung-lin. 
The latter obtained the bribe of Tls. 
300 for services which he never per- 
formed, the appointment of Liang Yi-yii 
having been made in the ordinary course 
of seniority. The accusations which the 
complainant made against both the pre- 
sent and late Viceroys are held to be 
for the most part without foundation. 
Wang Chung-lin’s offence would have been 
punished by banishment to a pestilential 
district, but as he died two years ago at 
his home in Hunan, his case need not be 
further considered. Liang Yii-yii receives 
a similar sentence and General Shén Mao- 
shéng is to have 100 blows and penal 
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servitude for three years. A number of 
others have received less severe sentences 
and Chiang Ssii-ta is considered to have 
been sufficiently punished by being deprived 


of his office. 
10th March. 
PIRACY OFF THE COAST OF FUKIEN. 

The Viceroy at Foochow states that the 
seaboard of the province of Fukien is so 
infested with pirates that the maintenance 
of a vigilant police service is a matter of 
the utmost importance. Some little time 
ago the cruiser Fupo which had previously 


“ been stationed at Formosa was transferred 


to Fukien to assist in policing the coast. 
Last summer a boat-owner reported to the 
Taotai at Amoy that at a place off the coast 
called Hsiaots‘o, he had fallen in with a 
band of pirates who carried off his vessel 
and cargo and killed one of his crew. The 
Taotai after consulting with the Admiral, 
P‘éng Ch‘u-han, despatched the Fupo, 
with the boatman on board of her, to go 
in search of the piratical craft. After 
cruising about for some days the Fupo 
sighted a vessel in the distance speeding 
along with a fair wind, which the boat- 
man at once identified as his lost vessel. 
In the chase which followed the Fupo soon 
overtook the retreating vessel and on com- 
ing to close quarters with her was exposed 
to a heavy fire, which she returned with 
the result that the pirates were obliged to 
surrender. The boat and plunder were all 
recovered and sixteen pirates were made 
prisoners. Eleven of them who confessed 
to numerous acts of piracy were immediately 
decapitated and one who volunteered to act 
as spy in tracing out another gang of 
pirates was given over in custody to the 
captain of the Fupo, who proceeded to the 
quarter indicated as their haunt. Four 
of the prisoners who had been impressed 
into the service against their wishes and 
had taken no part in piratical attacks are 
to be chained to stones, and various rewards 
are solicited for the officers of the gunboat 
who effected the capture. 
ANOTHER CASE OF PIRACY. 

The same memorialist reports a second 
case of piracy which took place a year ago 
off the coast of Chékiang. A boatman 
named Ch ‘én having stated that his vessel 
had been attacked by pirates who carried off 
all the cargo and killed three of his crew, the 
gunboat Yi-hsin was sent to make a search 
along the coast. 
out she sighted the piratical craft and 
the vessel which had been captured, lying 
anchored close to each other at a place 
called Peikuan. A brisk fire was opened 
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on both sides and, the pirates being even- 
tually overpowered, some of them jumped 
overboard and were drowned. The re- 
mainder took to small boats and, having 
reached the shore, ran up a hill with the 
Yi-hsin’s men in pursuit. The latter were 
joined by the crew of a war-vessel from 
Wénchow, and the two between them suc- 
ceeded in making nine prisoners. One of 
them was a man whose boat had been 
captured some time previously by the 
pirates, and who had since been kept in 
confinement in the hold of the vessel. 
Several of the others who were able to 
prove that they had been forced to join 
the gang against their wishes have been 
placed in chains, and the remainder have 
been summarily decapitated, their heads 
being exposed at the ports along the coast 
which were the scene of their depredations. 


CENSUS OF THE PROVINCE OF CHEKIANG. 


The Governor of Chékiang forwards a 
census return for the province which shows 
the total population in 1890 to have been 
11,774,123. 


11th March. 
ENLARGEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION HALL 
AT HANGCHOW. 


The Governor of Chékiang states that in 
view of the crush which has generally 
taken place at the examinations for the 
chit jén degree at Hangchow, he has decided 
to have the Hall enlarged and has taken 
steps for purchasing 5 mow of ground which 
he proposes to include in the present en- 
closure. This will provide accommodation 
for 198 more students and the cost of the 
ground, Tls. 3,400, will be defrayed from 
the funds in hand for charitable purposes. 


12th March. 
RETIREMENT OF T‘O-LUN-PU. 

T‘o-lun-pu, Deputy Lieutenant-General 
of the Plain Blue Banner, who was formerly 
Lieutenant-Governor of Ch‘ahar and has 
served for some years as Guard of the 
Antechamber, has been permitted to retire 
on grounds of ill health, and has, as a 
special mark of favour, been allowed to 
retain the full salary of his office. 


MOVEMENTS IN THE CIVIL SERVICE. 
The following changes have taken place 
in Shantung in consequence of the death of 
Ts‘ao Ping-ché, the Judicial Commissioner 
of the province. Wang Tso-fu, the Inten- 


having been already deputed to act as Salt 
Commissioner, the vacant post of Judicial 
Commissioner will be temporarily held by 
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an expectant Taotai named Chao Kuo-hua, 
the latter’s place as acting Intendant of 
the above-mentioned circuit being given to 
an officer named Huang Chi-ts‘ai. 


13th March. 
LIKIN ON THE YANGTZE. 


The Censor Yii Tien-yiian states that 
there has been a likin station for many 
years past at Shihtziik‘ou on the Yangtze, 
in the Prefecture of Anlu Fu in Hupeh for 
the levy of a tax upon native vessels pass- 
ing up and down the river. At first the 
payment did not at the most exceed a few 
hundred cash, but it has gone on gradually 
increasing until it has now reached some 
thousands of cash, and even when the 
amount is paid in full, boats are frequently 
detained on one pretext and another for 
days before being allowed to continue their 
journey. The place is dreaded by all traders 
upon the river and the Censor suspects that 
the doings of the station have not come to 
the knowledge of the high authorities of 
the province. The writer admits that the 
likin system has since the rebellion become 
one of the indispensable factors in pro- 
vincial administration, but he contends 
that a measure on which the State depends 
for its revenue should be enforced in a 
regular manner. At present the exactions 
of the likin officials go to line their own 
pockets and do not assist in any way the 
finances of the country. The Censor 
suggests that a commission should be ap- 
pointed to hold a secret investigation 
into the matter and ventures to hope 
either that this particular station will be 
withdrawn altogether or that its manage- 
ment will be reformed and the tariff under 
which it collects its revenue published for 
general information. 


REPLY TO THE ABOVE FROM THE HIGH 
AUTHORITIES OF HUPEH. 


Chang Chih-tung and the Governor of 
Hupeh who were asked to report upon the 
statements made in the foregoing memorial, 
enter at length into the history of the likin 
station at Shihtzik‘ou. In the year 1851 
the river Hsiang burst its banks and flooded 
the surrounding country, The main bed of 
the river was silted up and vessels had to 
make a long and dangerous détour by the 
new channel in order to reach the lower part 
of the Yangtze. Seven years later the 
Prefect of the district organised a scheme 
for remedying this state of things by 
restoring the Chung embankment and 
proposed to raise the necessary funds by 
imposing a tax upon all boats passing 
through his jurisdiction. The measure 
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came to nothing at the time, but it was 
revived a year later by the Prefect’s suc- 
cessur, who published a tariff of the amount 
to be collected and applied the proceeds to 
the repair of the embankment. In 1862 the 
likin revenue of the station was diverted 
to military requirements, and to meet the 
yearly expenditure on the Chung embank- 
ment an additional tax was imposed upon 
the landed property in the district. In 
1883 this latter tax was abolished and the 
likin receipts were again appropriated for 
the repair of the embankment. The memo- 
rialists take exception to several of the 
statements made by the Censor. It is 
scarcely fair to assert that a tax which 
superseded an assessment upon land con- 
tributes in no way to the benefit of the 
State, nor is it true that the proceeds are 
small, the fact being that the annual collec- 
tion is considerably over 10,000 strings of 
cash. When the scheme was first started all 
vessels passing the station were divided 
into three classes—large, middle-sized, and 
small. The first paid from 100 cash up- 
wards, the second from one to two thousand 
cash, and the third 3,400 as a limit. The 
Censor’s assertion that at first vessels never 
paid more than 100 cash is utterly untrue. 
The increase in the levy is explained in 
this way: during the rebellion when 
the Yangtze was practically stopped to 
navigation very few native vessels fre- 
quented the river and they were mostly 
of small type. Now the size and number 
of the boats have greatly increased and 
there has been a corresponding increase 
in the amount of the levy. As a matter of 
fact, however, only three classes of boats 
pay as much as 3,400 cash. The statement 
that boats are frequently detained for days 
after they have discharged their dues in 
full is not borne out by the facts. It is 
admitted, however, that delays sometimes 
occur when the river is high, in crossing 
over to the east bank of the river where 
the likin office is situated, and to remedy 
this as far as possibie, the customs staff 
have been instructed to conduct the exami- 
nation from a boat on the west side when- 
ever the necessity arises. The abolition of 
the likin office is out of the question, as 
there are no other funds to provide for the 
expenses of the embankment, the main- 
tenance of which is considered to constitute 
a perfectly fair burden on the shipping 
interests of the locality. Certain reduc- 
tions amounting to an average of 30 or 40 
per cent. upon the present collection are to 
be effected, and a tariff printed on paper 
and engraved upon stone is to be published 
for the information of all concerned. 
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14th March. 
MOVEMENTS. 


Kuei Heng, President of the Censorate 
and late Imperial Commissioner to Fukien, 
reports his return to Peking and has been 
received in audience. 

EDICT. 


Ch‘ung Li, Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, reports that the regular esti- 
mates of the Live Stock and Household 
Duty for the Eastern division of the capital 
have been realised but that the amount 
which ought to have been realised accord- 
ing to a supplementary estimate has not 
been forthcoming. The Board of Revenue 
is directed to enquire into this matter and 
report. 

REINSTATEMENT IN OFFICE. 


Chang Yao asks that several officers 
whom he degraded on account of negligence 
in carrying out works in connection with 
the floods some time ago, be reinstated in 
office. The lesson appears to have had the 
desired effect and they have applied them- 
selves with such energy to their duties 
that their efforts ought to meet with sume 
reward.—Granted. 


QUALIFICATION TO COMPETE IN THE REGULAR 
EXAMINATIONS. 


The Governor of Fengt‘ien brings for- 
ward a grievance on the part of the 
farmers attached to the Collectorate of 
Rent Department, a branch of the Im- 
perial Household at Moukden. These 
farmers have hitherto been debarred from 
competing at the examinations on what 
would seem to be insufficient grounds, and 
have asked that their status be thoroughly 
gone into and definitely established. It 
appears that there are four classes of em- 
ployés attached to the Collectorate of Rent, 
namely, the foremen of agricultural labour- 
ers, the agricultural labourers themselves, 
labourers attached to the households of the 
foremen in a menial capacity, and foundlings 
brought up by the Archishan (this presum- 
ably is an orphanage.) The two classes first 
enumerated are borne on the regular 
banner roll but the two latter are borne 
on a roll by themselves. In a memorial 
presented to the Throne in 1862 it was 
requested that permission be given to the 


foremen to compete and that the menials : 


and foundlings be debarred. Nothing was 
said about the agricultural labourers and 
the authorities did not in consequence feel 
justified in allowing them to enter. These 
latter have, however, produced regular 
stamped title-deeds showing that they 
are the bond fide holders of Banner-land. 
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Strictly speaking such title deeds ought 
never to have been issued to them, but as 
they bear date as far back as 1791 and as 
it has been proved that they are actually 
borne on the same roll as the foremen, it 
would seem as if there was no distinction 
between them and the ordinary banner- 
men. Memorialist would point out that 
in 1825 the same question was raised 
with regard to the labourers tilling eccle- 
siastical lands under the Moukden Board 
of Revenue and that it was then decided 
that all such who were borne on the re- 
gular banner roll and whose record was 
without stain should be allowed to compete. 
They accordingly would request that the 
matter be referred to the Board of Rites 
for consideration and they trust the Board 
will see its way to remove the present 
restriction. —Let the Bourd of Rites con- 
sider and repo: 6. 





FRAUD ON THE PART OF A MILITARY OFFICER. 


Chang Yao reports that it came to his 
ears that an expectant Colonel in the Li- 
ching district was reducing the number of 
men under his command and not keeping 
up his full complement. A deputy was sent 
to call the roll and muster the men, and 
it was found that the regiment was thirty 
short. The excuse given was that thirty 
men had been dismissed for neglect of duty 
but that these vacancies had not as yet 
been filled up nor the matter reported. 

This is, however, ditlicult to believe and 
permission is requested to at once degrade 
the officer in question.—Granted. 

He goes on to ask for permission to inter- 
change two District Magistrates within his 
jurisdiction as one of them is hardly equal 
to the many responsible duties that fall to 
his care and it would be to the advantage 
of the public service were he appointed to 
a less arduous post. 

This request is referred to the Board of 
Civil Office. 

_, 15th March. 
FALSE CHARGE AGAINST A SUPERIOR OFFICER 

In the eighth moon of last year Chén 
Shu-hsiin, Colonel of the Huangchow Regt. 
(Hupeh) reported the acting Captain of the 
central company, Li Hsien-hsin, to be a 
man of no intelligence and utterly incapable 
of any initiative, and that he had in con- 
sequence deprived him of his command 
and sent him back to the provincial capital 
for examination. 

Thereupon Li who was very indignant 
at this treatment formulated a series of 
charges against the colonel and urgently re- 
quested that he be punished. Chang Chih- 








tung appointed two Prefects to investigate 
the case and they now report as follows. 

“((1) As regards the accusation that Chén 
Shu-hsiin took under his special protection 
a private named Huang, we find that on 
a charge of criminal abduction being 
brought against the latter the colonel at 
once degraded him and handed him over to 
the civil authorities for punishment. How 
then can he be said to have unduly 
favoured him? 


(2) The second accusation is that on 
a vacancy taking place in the ranks of the 
officers detached for river duty Chén 
appointed his wife’s brother. It has been 
proved that his wifes’ brother is not at 
Huangchow and the late captain does not 
state what post it was to which this relative 
of his colonel was appointed 

(3) The charge that he filled up the 
vacancies in the rauks of his regiment with 
men who were recommended to him by his 
son proves likewise to be unfounded, not- 
withstanding the fact that Li handed in 
lists of names said to have been drawn up 
by the son. These we compared with other 
documents in the young man’s handwriting 
and found them to be forgeries. 


(4) Li states that the colonel made away 
with 800 pounds of gunpowder and that he 
knowingly took delivery of inferior powder 
without raising any objection. To this the 
reply is that in 1865 the former provincial 
authorities in view of the importance of 
Huangchow did there store over 8,400 
pounds of gunpowder and ammunition, all of 
which were duly delivered into the charge 
of the said captain. During the time the 
powder was in his custody over1,500 pounds 
have disappeared and the colonel has re- 
peatedly had to send to the local authorities 
for punishment soldiers caught pilfering. 
As the military stores were under Li’s 
special charge it is hard to see why he 
should try and put the blame of any care- 
lessness on his superior ofticer. 


(5) It is stated that the colonel used to 
exact presents from his subordinates, but 
of this there is no proof and the charge 
appears to be unfounded. Chén when 
questioned in regard to this matter re- 
marked that the rent of a piece of ground 
belonging to the regiment, which an- 
nually amounted to a hundred and several 
tens of strings of cash, was given in charge 
of the captain in order that out of that 
sum any necessary repairs to official build- 
ings might be executed, but that ever since 
his arrival at his post the captain had only 
provided him with 3 bamboo blinds and 2 


gongs. 
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(6) The last of this series of charges is 
that the present captain in the central 
company of the Huangchow regiment 
bribed the colonel heavily in order to effect 
the exchange from another regiment ; 
but with reference to this we have 
to ask how a colonel could possibly have 
anything to do with such an exchange, and 
have to add that the statement that Chén 
Shu-hsiin used his influence to procure 
Yang the appointment is not in accordance 
with fact.” 


Memorialist would point out that although 
the charges brought by Li Hsien-hsin against 
his superior officer have all been proved to 
be unsupported by any satisfactory evidence 
the latter appears to be of a yielding dis- 
position and not sufficiently able to 
exercise a strict control over his men. The 
fact that he accepted even such a small 
present as three bamboo blinds and two 
gongs from Li Hsien-hsin could not but give 
his subordinates cause for remark and the 
fact that he left his son about the yamén 
could not but lead to the latter mixing him- 
self up with official matters. The colonel 
although not guilty of connivance, did not 
exercise sufficient care, and memorialist 
would ask that he be degraded to the rank 
of an expectant major. The captain Li 
Hsien-hsin, in that he brought these charges 
against his superior ofticer because the 
latter was the means of depriving him 
of his post and in seeking to put the 
blame of the loss of the gunpowder on the 
shoulders of the colonel has been guilty 
of deliberate malice, and his statements 
having been proved to be all utterly with- 
out foundation, memorialist would ask for 
permission to immediately cashier him.— 
Granted. 


BRIGANDAGE IN KIRIN. 

Chang Shun in a memorial asking that 
rewards be bestowed on certain oflicers 
who distinguished themselves in opera- 
tions against the mounted robbers within 


his jurisdiction, enlarges on the great diffi- . 


culties he has to contend with in suppress- 
ing brigandage. The nature of the country 
with its thick forests, inaccessible mountain 
retreats, scattered dwellings and turbulent 
population, is expecially favourable to these 
lawless bands and as their numbers have 
of late greatly increased owing to the 
distress in the adjacent districts it is 
almost impossible to cope with them. 
They are armed with the latest type of 
breechloading repeating rifles and carry 
mountain guns (i.e. small cannon carried 
on horses or mules). When attacked they 
draw themselves up in line of battle and as 
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our troops are only armed with rifles of a 
very old pattern they are unable to with- 
stand them. Even should they be defeated 
they withdraw to their retreats in the for- 
ests where it is impussible to follow them. 
In fact the service in which the troops are 
engaged more resembles a regular cam- 
paign than ordinary police duty, and the 
officers and men who have distinguished 
themselves are well entitled to a reward. 


16th March. 


The only document of any interest in 
this day’s Gazette is an announcement by 
the Governor of Yiinnan that he has suc- 
cessfully put down an outbreak amongst the 
Mantzu (native hill tribes) near Pisha, and 
been able to set at liberty some 113 people 
who had been taken prisoners by the 
rebels. 

17th March. 
TEMPLES IN HONOUR OF ANCIENT MEN OF 
RENOWN. 


Kuangsi is situated on the southern 
confines of the Empire and its inhabitants 
form a mixed population of Chinese and 
aboriginal tribes. Since the day of the 
Chin and the Han dynasties, however 
there has been no lack amongst its sons of 
clear-headed statesmen and bold warriors; 
it has even gone the length of giving birth 
to men whose memory after a lapse of 
thousands of years, is still sung by the 
villagers, old and young, and whose re- 
putation is yet green amongst these 
dogs of aborigines. To such an extent 
are their memories revered that the people 
have of their own accord subscribed the 
hard earned fruits of their labour to erect 
temples and colleges in their honour. Of 
these celebrities the most renowned are a 
General of the Han Dynasty (206 B. C.— 
264.A.D.)Ma-yiian, and a Governor-General 
of the Liang Kuang during the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644) Wang Shou-jen. In Hanning Fu 
the memorialist, Ma Pei-yao, Governor of 
Kuangsi, has noticed many shrines in 
honour of Ma-yiian and in Hengchow there 
is a temple erected to him which has great 
reputation, and in times of drought or flood 
prayers offered up there are always effi- 
eacious. At Ssuen Fu the people built 
a college in honour of Wang Shou-jen 
and only lately it has been thoroughly 
repaired and put in order. It is on 
reco'd in the annals of the Han Dynasty 
that Ma-yiian subdued Siam and _ re- 
covered sixty rebel cities in Weitse (2). 
Wherever he went he built cities, dug 
drains, cut irrigating canals and sought to 
benefit the people in every possible way. 
Wang Shou-jen distinguished himself by 
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subduing the aboriginal tribes within his 
jurisdiction and bringing 70,000 of them 
under our sway. All his dealings were 
characterised by integrity and wisdom 
and to-day all the people in the Yiieh 
provinces delight to hymn his praise. 
The bright example they set has not been 
without its result and the traces of the 
beneficent influences they shed around 
them yet remain. The name of Wang 
Shou-jen is inscribed on a tablet in the 
temple of Confucius and there reverenced, 
and although memorialist is loath to ask 
that any further distinction be conferred 
on his memory after such a signal mark of 
Imperial favour, be would venture to pray 
His Majesty to make out two tablets, 
one to be hung in the temple to Ma-yiian 
at Hengchow and the other in the College 
at Ssuen in memory of Wang Shou-jen. 
He would also suggest that the local offi- 
cials be directed to worship at these shrines 
every spring and autumn.—Granted. 

Ma Pei-yao goes on to ask for permis- 
sion to erect a special shrine in honour 
of alate Grand Secretary C‘hen Hung- 
mou. The deceased was distinguish- 
ed for his profound knowledge of the 
commentators on Confucius, Ch‘eng 
and Chu, and by his conduct showed 
that he had not read these works in vain 
as he endeavoured by all means: in his 
power to foster talent. He had a great 
many of the standard works on education 
and morals reprinted and distributed with 
a view to raising the people to a higher 
level and his efforts were crowned with 
success as his memory is still gratefully 
remembered by all with whom he came in 
contact. — Granted. 


FIRE IN KUANGSI. 


Owing to the poverty of the people of 
Kuangsi their dwellings are for the most 
part thatched with bamboo and are in 
the winter greatly exposed to danger 
from fire. On the 28th of December 
last year fire broke out outside the west 
gate of the district city of Liuch‘eng 
and before it could be extinguished 
destroyed 124 dwellings. Three people lost 
their lives and two received injuries. 
Memorialist at once raised a subscription 
to provide for the wants of the homeless 
and issued instructions that they be care- 
fully looked after. 

' WAYS AND MEANS IN FORMOSA. 

Liu Ming-ch‘uan states that the expenses 
of bringing new land under cultivation in 
the island are ever on the increase and 
that steps must be taken to raise funds to 
provide therefor. The hill districts are 
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peculiarly adapted for growing tea but 
owing to the poverty of the land and 
scarcity of labour the amount of the annual 
outturn cannot be relied upon. For 
1887 the first year in which the experi- 
ment of collecting a duty on tea was 
introduced the revenue was very small, 
but for1889 and 1890 a sum of Tls. 60,000 
to 70,000 per annum has been realised 
the whole of which has been devoted to 
bringing new land under cultivation. 


18th March. 
DECREES. 


(1) The Military Governor at Si-an, Shang 
Tsung-pu, states that the leave granted him 
has not yet enabled him to recover his 
health and asks that he be allowed to resign 
his appointment We hereby give him leave 
to do so. 

(2) The Censor appointed to examine the 
tribute rice on its arrival at Tungchow was 
this morning received in audience in order 
to enable him to return thanks for his 
appointment. He was however guilty of a 
breach of etiquette and we have to direct 
the Board to decide on the necessary 
punishment. 

(3) As some time will elapse before the 
autumn crops can be harvested, and con- 
sequently the distress amongst the people 
who were flooded out during last year, 
must still continue, we will add one 
more to the favours already conferred 
and have accordingly to direct Li Hung- 
chang to stop at Tientsin one hun- 
dred and sixty thousand piculs of the 
Kiangsu tribute rice on its arrival by 
steamer. Of this he will apportion 80,000 
piculs to Shuntien Fu and 80,000 to Chihli. 
The expenses that would ordinarily have 
been incurred in conveying the grain to 
the capital are to be handed over to the 
Relief Distribution Committee. 

The Viceroy will use great care to guard 
against any abuses on the part of his 
subordinates and we trust we shall be loyally 
supported in our endeavours to assist the 
poor people. 

SERICULTURE IN KUANGSI. 

Ma Pei-yao, Governor of Kuangsi, refers 
to his postscript memorial of Ist May 
1891, in which he reported the establish- 
ment of silk weaving factories at Kueilin 
and Wachou and asked that cocoons be 
exempt from likin and Lo-ti-shwi. 

He would submit that the only way to 
obtain the full value out of the ground is 
to carry on both agriculture and sericul- 
ture. Ever since the introduction of silk- 
worms and mulberry trees great pains have 
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been taken to instruct the people as to how 
to set to work to cultivate the silk industry, 
with the result that in the neighbourhood 
of the provincial capital it has found great 
favour. The only fear is that what suits 
one man would not suit another and that 
what is of advantage to the common people 
may not prove so to the mercantile class. 
In conformity to instructions received 
memorialist did in the eighth moon of the 
present year set out from the provincial 
capital on a tour of inspection, and through- 
out this tour he met the various officials 
and gentry and by means of enquiry sought 
to discover what would best suit the 
ground and how far the reports which had 
reached him were to be relied on. By 
this means he has learned that in three 
respects the province is eminently adapted 
for the rearing of silkworms, that the new 
industry would have a decided advantage 
in three ways, but that it would also suffer 
from two drawbacks. 

First he would state in what way the 
province is adapted for the rearing of silk- 
worms. The worms must have warmth. 
In the north where the temperature is raw 
and cold, you can only get a crop oncea 
year during the spring and summer, and 
the 3rd moon is consequently called the 
silkworm month, but in Kuangsi the tem- 
perature is equable all the year round, 
North of P‘ing-té four or five crops can be 
raised and north of Wu-hsiin as many as 
six or seven, so that the old saying to the 
effect that Kuangsi annually presented the 
Throne silk of eight different crops would 
appear to be perfectly credible. The province 
too is well watered and mountainous. With 
the exception of one or two stony and 
sterile tracts, and some good ploughland 
which of course could not be appropriated 
for the purpose of growing mulberry trees, 
there are considerable stretches of country 
covered with timber which even in winter 
retains its fresh green foliage. A great deal 
of water is collected in the hills, and the 
mulberry trees if planted need never lack 
moisture. The inhabitants are peaceable 
and well disposed, and the gentry have a 
fair knowledge of what is right and proper. 
The women of the lower orders are accus- 
tomed to do all the work about the home- 
stead themselves, and gambling and other 
forms of immorality are not frequently 
to be met with. Were the new industry 
firmly established and the people able 
to make a steady income out of it, 
habits of recklessness, etc., would disap- 
pear of their own accord. The three 
advantages which Kuangsi enjoys in 
connection with the rearing of silkworms 
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and the production of silk are : close proxi- 
mity to Shunté, the great silk district of 
the Kuangtung province ; an abundance of 
bamboo out of which to make the necessary 
utensils and machines; and ample water 
communication. Should skilled workmen 
be required to teach the people, they are 
close at hand ; the country is covered with 
bamboo groves which the people can utilise 
at a nominal cost, and Wuchow Fu, the great 
distributing centre, is in communication by 
water with every silk-producing town. 

With a country so well adapted as regards 
climate, moisture and labour, and possessed 
of so many advantages, it may well be asked 
how it is that the silk industry has in former 
years been carried on in so spasmodic a 
manner. The reply is easily made ; heavy 
duty on the manufactured article and a lack 
of capital have always exercised a depres- 
sing influence on the industry in question. 

Since they were first started the outturn 
of silk by the two factories at Kueilin and 
Wuchow has amounted to over 20,000 Ibs., 
in the Yungand T‘eng districtto 50,000lbs., 
and for the rest of the province to about 
10,000. 

The Canton merchants who come to Wu- 
chow to buy silk are about eight or nine in 
number, but although silk piece goods are 
to be bought there they confine their 
operations almost solely to raw silk, for 
the reason that the latter pays no duty. 
Could the manufacture of silk piece goods 
be in any way fostered it would prove a 
great boon to the people, and as it is a new 
industry the revenue would not suffer to 
any extent were no duty collected thereon. 
Memorialist would accordingly venture to 
ask that silk piece goods be exempt from 
the payment of duty. It is proposed that 
every piece be stamped with the charac- 
ters ‘‘Machine-woven silk from such and 
such a district, Kuangsi, exempt from all 
likin on passing the borders,” in order that 
the barrier ofticials may pass the goods 
without hindrance. By this means not 
only would trade be benefitted, but the con- 
_ dition of the people greatly ameliorated. 

The poverty of the people constitutes 
another drawback inasmuch as there is 
no money to be had for the erection of 
machinery, the engagement of competent 
instructors and the multitudinous other 
expenses connected with the silk industry. 
It is impossible for the ofticials to advance 
any money for this purpose and the gentry 
have no spare capital. In the Ho and Ts’en 
Clie districts public companies with a share 
capital have proved a great success and 
memorialist is anxious to extend this sys- 
tem throughout the province. It is pro- 
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posed that the value of the shares do not 
exceed Tls. 50 and that shares of even Tl. 
1 or under be issued in order that the 
contributions of all may be available. 

All these measures will, however, be of 
little use unless the officials and gentry 
interest themselves in the matter and use 
their utmost endeavours to ensure the 
success of the new industry. This is of 
course their clear duty and it may seem an 
anomaly to suggest that they be rewarded 
for so doing. But it is well known that 
men are more inclined to exert them- 
selves if they have special incentives than 
they would otherwise do were they simply 
performing the routine of their duty and, 
as it is most important to aid this under- 
taking in every way, memorialist would 
crave permission to be allowed to recom- 
mend specially for promotion any officers 
who may devote special pains to the foster- 
ing of the manufacture of silk. It is hoped 
that by granting the industry every facility 
and leaving nothing undone to ensure its 
success the result will prove of inestimable 
benefit to the people of Kuangsi and 
rejoice the heart of the Emperor who so ten- 
derly cares for the welfare of his subjects.— 
Noted. All newly manufactured piece goods 
from Kuangsi shall be exempt from duty and 
likin. Permission is granted to recommend 
for promotion any of the officials or gentry 
who may distinguish themselves in connection 
with the fostering of the new industry, but 
care must be taken that ouly the deserving be 


selected. 
19th March. 


Liu K’un-I, the Governor-General of the 
Liang Kiang, has arrived at the capital and 
been received in audience. . 


MANUFACTURE OF SILK IN KUANGSI. 


Experiments in the growing of mulberry 
trees and the rearing of silkworms were 
first made at Kueiling and Wuchow and 
the officer deputed to take charge of the 
factory at the former place was Huang Yen- 
chi, since nominated Prefect of Ssuch ‘eng 
Fu. In exhorting the people to take 
to the new industry, in instructing them 
how to clean the silk and in super- 
intending the factory he has during the 
year he has been there had considerable 
success, and the result is that in the 
neighbourhood of Kueilin and Wuchow the 
rearing of silkworms is almost universal 
and the quantity of silk produced very 
large. There would appear to be an eager 
desire on the part of other districts to 
follow the example thus set them, and in 
places where there is some surplus capital 
this would be comparatively easy. In the 


poorer localities, however, such as Liuchow, 
Ch‘ingyiian, Ssuén, Chenan and Ssuch ‘eng 
both the officials and the people although 
desirous of starting the new industry have 
not the means to do so. Memorialist, Ma 
Pei-yao, Governor of the province, proposes 
therefore totake advantage of the experience 
and great capabilities of the officer above 
mentioned and to send him out ona tour of 
inspection in these five districts to see what 
actually can be done towards assisting 
them, and whether it would be possible to 
raise the requisite capital by the issuing of 
shares. He would also personally be able 
to give them practical advice on the subject 
and distribute books descriptive of the 
various processes for the general informa- 
tion of the people. Memorialist has hopes 
that if this scheme can be carried through 
the present poverty will disappear and the 
people be trained to habits of industry and 
sobriety.—Noted. 


REPAYMENT OF A LOAN. 


Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, reports 
the final repayment of a loan of Tis. 20,000 
made by the Provincial Government to the 
descendants of Chang Tao ling (v. Mayers’ 
Chi. Reader’s Manual No. 35) in the 19th 
year of Chia Ch‘ing (1815). This loan was 
made to Chang Chen-jen with a view to 
enabling him to repair temples and redeem 
a mortgage on temple land, and was to be 
repaid within twenty years. When this 
time had elapsed, however, only Tls. 5,100 
were forthcoming, so in the 28th year of 
Tao Kuang (1841) the then Provincial Trea- 
surer proceeded to administer on behalf of 
the Government certain lands belonging to 
the Taoist fraternity in the I-Yang, Kuei- 
hsi and Anjen districts, in order to obtain 
repayment of the amount owing. The 
whole has now been repaid by instalments 
and will appear as a refund in the Provin- 
cial accounts for the 17th year of Kuang- 
Hsii.—Let the Board of Revenue take note. 


20th March. 


Liu K’un-I has again been received in 
audience. 
IMPERIAL EDICT. 


The Censor Kao MHsieh-tseng has 
suggested to us in a memorial that we 
reestablish the former practice of having 
the classics and other writings daily 
expounded to us. Since we have under- 
taken the task of governing in person we 
have daily received in audience the officials 
of the metropolis and the provinces and 
done our very utmost to rightly discern 
the proper men and pass judgment on their 
actions. Such time as remains at our 
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disposal after transacting the multitudinous 
affairs of State we devote to the study of 
the classics and historical records, often 
engaging in discussion with the ofticers of 
the Ya Ch‘ing Kung (i.e. the Imperial 
tutors) and never permitting ourselves 
for a moment to indulge in luxurious ease. 
The proposal of the Censor that daily 
expositions be introduced, each  ofticer 
undertaking the duty iu rotation, at first 
sight appears a wise mode of calling 
together the best talent and developing a 
knowledge of the art of government, but 
it is in reality a sham and the abuses 
connected with such a system are many. 
Since the abolition of the practice in 1750 
it has never been once revived, and as 
several of our ancestors have expressed 
their views very fully on the subject, 
we are in a measure forced to publish 
them for the information of all. In the 
eleventh year of Ch‘ien Lung (1747) we 
find the following Edict: ‘‘The original 
intention with which we instructed the 
members of the Hanlin College and the 
supervising censors to expound in rotation 
the classics and historical records was to 
attain to a clearer understanding of the 
teachings conveyed in the former and raise 
the standard of moral virtue. We find 
however that these officers make use of 
this opportunity to tender their advice 
on things in general, which, were this 
advice of a kind likely io benefit good 
government would be quite in order, but 
when they solely wish to air their private 
views such proceedings must be at once 
put a stop to.” In the 14th year of Chien 
Lung there appeared another edict on the 
same subject, stating that after listening 
for 10 years and more to their irrelevant 
comments on public affairs, which were by 
no means characterised by any enlightened 
or statesmanlike views, His Majesty had 
decided to suspend these expositions for the 
future. Two similar decrees were issued by 
Chia Ch ‘ing in the 14th and 24th years of his 
reign stating his objections to the practice. 
It wonld only lead to attempts on the part 
of those concerned to advance their private 
interests or to seek by flattery to obtain an 
undue influence. The decrees went on to 
point out that the experience of public 
affairs possessed by members of the Hanlin 
College could not be very great, and as it 
would be quite exceptional to find any one 
who had a thorough understanding of an- 
cient and modern politics a re-introduction 
of the old practice would be highly inex- 
pedient. 
Two Emperors have thus expressed their 


| views with regard to this matter and the 
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conclusion they arrived at was that these 
expositions were a mere fraud, that they 
did not advance a true understanding of 
the principles of government, that those 
concerned endeavoured to put forward 
their private views and by flattery carry 
out their false designs. We see through 
all this quite clearly and it would be well 
were the Censor to reverently peruse the 
views of former sovereigns in regard to 
this matter. His memorial is moreover 
in many respects obscure and his arguments 
not to the point. His proposition need 
not be entertained. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Kung-show is appointed to the post of 
Tartar General at Hsian. 


ROBBERY OF GOVERNMENT TREASURE. 


Chang Shun, Governor of Kirin, reports 
the robbery by armed highwaymen of 
over Tls. 4,000 forming part of a sum of 
money which was being conveyed by cart 
from Fengtien to pay the wages of the 
troops. It appears that at the last stage 
from which the cart set out the weiywan in 
charge only deputed three soldiers to escort 
the treasure, and when the highwaymen to 
the number of twelve came up, these soldiers 
were lagging behind in the rear, only 
arriving after the former had made away 
with their booty. It would seem as if 
gross carelessness had been committed 
by all concerned, and in addition to 
degrading all who are in any way re- 
sponsible, in order to make them more 
careful for the future, the local authorities 
have been instructed to make good the 
amount stolen and been given a limit of a 
time within which they must arrest the 
offenders. 

In a postscript memorial he goes on to 
say that while writing the foregoing the 
head of the band has been arrested and a 
certain amount of the stolen property re- 
covered. The culprit made a full confes- 
sion and was summarily put to death. 


THE FOOCHOW APPEAL CASE. 


The Board of Civil Office, in accordance 
with the decree of the 21st January with 
reference to the Foochow appeal case, re- 
ports the degrees of punishment to be 
inflicted on the various offenders. 

The original decree ran as follows :— 
‘*On the plaint laid before the Censorate 
by Chiang Ssu-ta being reported to us, 
We appointed Kuei Heng and Shen 
Yuan-shen to proceed to Foochow and 
investigate the whole matter. In this 
case Liang Yii-yii, an expectant prefect 
whose turn it was to be appointed to a 
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substantive post, thought it would be to 
his advantage to seek the good offices of 
Wang Chi-kuang, a Master of Arts and 
private secretary to the Governor-General. 
‘Wang thereupon wrete to Shén Mao-sheng 
alleging that he had exerted himself on 
Liang’s behalf and asking him to recover 
money from the latter in consideration of 
his having done so. This action of Wang’s 
clearly constitutes fraud and he is to be 
deprived ofhis degree. Ashe has however in 
the meantime departed this life his punish- 
mentneed not beconsidered. Liang Yii-yii in 
seeking to obtain the acting appointment 
of prefect at Chien-ning through the favour 
of others and in paying a sum of money in 
consideration of his believing that these 
others had actually used their influence on 
his behalf has been guilty of intrigue, and 
is to be sent to the New Dominion to atone 
for his offence. The degraded General 
Shén Mao-sheng ought to have had more 
respect for the high position he occupied 
than to collect bribes at the bidding of 
another, and seeing that when the matter 
was discovered, he even ventured to deny 
all knowledge thereof he is to be sent to the 
military post-roads. Liu Ch‘i-hsiang, an 
expectant Taotai on the Kiangsu_ establish- 
ment, in that he reported by telegraph to 
Shén Mao-sheng the fact that Liang Yii-yii 
had obtained the acting appointment has 
not maintained such reticence as was to be 
expected from him and the Board is directed 
to consider what punishment shall be 
inflicted on him. Chiang Ssu-t‘a the 
degraded prefect began by asking that 
he be retained in his appointment and 
eventually refused to give up the seals 
of office, bringing repeated accusations 
which were not in accordance with fact. 
As however he had some grounds for 
stating that Liang was intriguing and has 
already been deprived of his rank his 
case need not be further considered. Yang 
Ch‘ang-chiin, the Governor-General, whohas 
since been transferred toShenkan, has been 
proved not to have been guilty of showing 
any undue favour with regard to the ap- 
pointment of Liang Yii-yii, but he ought to 
have exercised more care in looking after the 
doings of his private secretary and the Board 
is directed to decide as to what penalty 
shall be inflicted on him. He and his 
successor, Pien Pao-ti, having proved inca- 
pable of settling the case within a reasonable 
time the Board is directed to enquire into 
te cause of the delay.” 

The Board after consulting the code find 
that Liu Ch’i-hsiang is to be degraded eight 
steps, and Yang Ch’ang-chiin one. The 
former is not to be allowed to count 


previous (2%) additions to rank in com- 


mutation but it is for the Throne to decide 
whether the latter shall be allowed to do so. 

The Board must have fuller particulars 
with regard to the delay in the settlement 
of the case on the part of the two Viceroys 
and has written to Foochow for the same.— 
Decree will be published separately. 


21st March. 
DEATH OF THE ASSISTANT RESIDENT IN TIBET. 


In a Decree published to-day the Emperor 
acknowledges the receipt of a memorial from 
the Governor of Shansi reporting the death, 
while on his way to his post, of Shao-hsien, 
the Assistant Resident in Tibet. The 
deceased officer, after serving as a clerk in 
oue of the Metropolitan Boards, rose to 
the positions of Taotai and Financial Com- 
missioner and acted with great energy 
when employed some years ago in repair- 
ing the great breach in the Yellow River 
at Chéngchow. Last year he was ap- 

ointed Assistant Resident in Tibet and 

aving started for his post in bad health, 
he died on the way under circumstances 
which excite a feeling of deep commisera- 
tion. He isto receive posthumous honours 
upon the scale accorded by custom to a 
Deputy Lieutenant-General and all the 
penalties which he incurred during his 
official career are remitted. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Ch‘ang-én is gazetted Deputy Lieutenant- 
General at Hangchow: Kuei-han has been 
appointed Assistant Resident in Tibet, 
with the brevet rank of Deputy Lieutenant- 
General to enable him to exercise control 
over the troops stationed in the country. 


REWARDS FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF 
GOVERNMENT RICE. 


The Governor of Kiangsu submits a list 
of officials and mercantile agents for whom 
he solicits the bestowal of rewards in con- 
nection with the transport of Government 
rice during the year 1889. The quantity 
of rice which the province sent to Peking 
that year was 686,000 piculs and its trans- 
port was carried out without a hitch by 
native craft and the steamers of the China 
Merchants’ Co. Rewards on a scale sanc- 
tioned in previous cases are requested for 
the officers of all vessels which carried 
quantities varying from one thousand to 
ten thousand piculs. 


22nd March. 


DEATH OF THE ASSISTANT MILITARY GOVERNOR 
OF KOBDO. 


In a Decree issued to-day the Emperor 
expresses deep regret at the intelligence of 
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the death of Shuang-shou, the Assistant 
Military Governor of Kobdo, whose career 
in the army had extended over a great 
portion of the Empire and had been atten- 
ed with great success. He is to receive 
the posthumous honours usually accorded 
to a Deputy Lieutenant-General who dies 
in active service. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


K‘uei-fu is appointed Governor of Kobdo 
and A-hsing-a receives the post of Assistant 
Governor with the rank of Deputy Lieuten- 
ant-General. 


AN OFFICER ACCIDENTALLY SHOT BY ONE 
OF HIS SOLDIERS. 


The acting Governor of Turkestan re- 
ports the following case of accidental shoot- 
ing. The soldiers in the garrison of 
K‘u-érh-ka-la-wu-su were taken out to 
target practice one day towards the end of 
last year and were given five rounds of 
ammunition made up in paper parcels. 
The following morning a number of them 
were practising firing black cartridges in 
the garrison enclosure when one of the 
officers entered the premises and sudden- 
ly fell down as if shot. On examination 
it was found that one of the soldiers 
had mixed the parcels containing the 
powder and shot with those containing 
only the powder, and had by using one 
of the former, been the cause of the pre- 
sent accident. He himself discovered 
the mistake immediately he felt the 
force of the discharge and his only excuse 
was that inthe confusion of the moment 
he had picked up the wrong packet. 
He was sent to the civil authorities for 
trial and punishment, but before his case 
could be dealt with, he swallowed a 
dose of opium from the effects of which 
he expired a few days later. His com- 
manding officer who is held to have been 
guilty of gross neglect both in failing to 
discover the mistake and in afterwards 
allowing him to commit suicide is handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
a fitting penalty, and it is suggested that 
posthumous honours should be awarded to 
the deceased on the same scale as if his 
death had been due to active service in 
the army.—Referred to the consideration of 
the Board concerned, 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO DECEASED OFFICIAL, 


Last year the Governor of Kiangse sub- 
mitted a memorial in which he solicited 
permission for the erection of a Temple 
in the capital of Kiangse to the memory 
o” “‘si Pao-t‘ien, formerly Judical Com- 
Misoloner of Kueichow, who had rendered 
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eminent services to the people of the 
rovince. The application received the 
mperial sanction and the Governor now 
reports that he has been notified of the 
completion of the work by a committee 
composed of retired officials who initiated 
the movement. The cost has been defrayed 
by subcriptions raised amongst the com- 
rades and admirers of the deceased and an 
auspicious date is to be fixed for suspend- 
ing the tablet and dedicating the building. 


23rd March. 


TEMPORARY RETIREMENT OF IMPERIAL 
RESIDENT AT HSI-NING. 


Sa-ling-a, the Imperial Resident at 
Hsi-ning, having gone into mourning 
for 100 days, his place will be temporarily 
filled by K‘uei-shun. 


DEATH OF IMPERIAL AGENT AT URGA. 


A Decree issued to-day dwells upon the 
eminent services of Hsi-ch‘ang, formerly 
Imperial Agent at Urga, the news of whose 
death has been received with deep regret 
at Court. Starting his official career asa 
pi-t%ieh-shih in one of the Boards, the 
deceased, after a prolonged experience of 
military life, rose to the post of Deputy 
Lieutenant-General and held several other 
high appointments. He is to receive all 
the pone mens honours due to his exalted 
rank, 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST ABORIGINAL TRIBES IN 
SZECHUAN, 


The high authorities of Szechuan report 
thecompletion of a most successful campaign 
against the aboriginal tribes of the Leipo 
district whose risings have been frequently 
noticed in the Gazette during the past two 
or three years. Most of these tribes had 
recently shown a disposition to tender their 
allegiance to the Imperial authorities, but 
two of them, the Hsiao-kou and the Yii-ku, 
obstinately clung to their old evil behaviour 
and refused submission. Their number 
which comprised 2,000 men and the in- 
accessible nature of their country which 
had not been penetrated by Chinese for 
more than two centuries added great weight 
to their opposition. It was felt that no- 
thing short of an onslaught upon their 
fastnesses would ever bring them to terms. 
A formidable expedition having been 
organised, the haunt of the tribes was 
at last reached after passing through a 
dense jungle where a foothold was only 
maintained by holding on to the brambles 
and wild vegetation. The movement was 
completely successful. Some 200 of the 


Google 


43 





$$$ 


wild men, both black and white, were 
killed and over 20 prisoners were made. 
One of the aboriginal chiefs was wounded 
in action and the other made his escape by 
flight. The whole population of the two 
tribes threw themselves before the Imperial 
Commanders and sued for mercy. They 
promised to deliver up all their captives 
within three days and to take an oath that 
they would never again rebel against the 
Imperial authority. The district of Leipo 
contains altogether 26 clans of these wild 
men whose headmen, numbering about 
500 persons, presented themselves some 
days later at the Prefectural town and 
received a sharp lecture on the rebel- 
lious character of their past behaviour. 
They all showed a penitent spirit, and 
begged that they might be leniently dealt 
with. A day was fixed for a grand military 
demonstration at which they were to receive 
an object lesson in the expediency of mak- 
ing no further attempts at rebellion and 
were, according to savage custom, to drink 
blood in token of their submission. Pre- 
sents of cloth, wine, salt, embroidery, and 
silver medals were distributed amongst 
them and were received with rapturous 
delight. Two of the headmen were re- 
tained as hostages and the remainder were 
allowed to return to their haunts. The 
memorialists dwell at considerable length 
upon the results attained by these expedi- 
tions. In all some ten engagements were 
fought; over 2,000 of the savages were 
killed and seventy of their strongholds 
were captured. Now that the most tur- 
bulent clans have been completely subdued, 
the submission of the others is likely to 
prove permanent. The memorial con- 
cludes with a list of the officers for whom 
rewards are solicited in recognition of their 
services against the aboriginal tribes.— 
Decree already published. 


24th March. 


APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO RETIRE FROM 
THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


T‘o-lun-po submits an application for 
permission to retire from the public service 
on the ground of continued ill-health. An 
old wound which he received years ago 
when serving against the rebels has broken 
out afresh and causes him great difficulty 
in walking. The doctors assure him that 
nothing but complete rest will restore him 
to health, and though he is reluctant to 
show himself ungrateful for all the favours 
he has received from the Throne, he has 
no resource but to make the present appli- 
cation. —Decree already published. 
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25th March. 


CHINESE POSTAL SERVICE : CHARGE 
OF TAMPERING WITH GOVERNMENT MAILS. 


About a year ago several memorials 
addressed to the Throne by the high 
authorities at Foochow arrived with the 
covers broken, and in some cases the 
contents had actually disappeared. The 
Viceroy at Foochow having examined 
into the matter without discovering 
the culprit, the provincial authorities all 
along the route traversed by the Foo- 
chow mails were ordered to interrogate 
their respective postal services with a 
view, if possible, to finding some clue 
to such a mysterious occurrence. The 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang now submits a 
report in which he exonerates the postal 
authorities of Chihli from all connection 
with these transactions. The first packet 
that was tampered with was one from the 
late superintendent of the Foochow Arsenal, 
which purported to contain memorials to 
the Throne but which was empty when it 
reached the postal department of the Board 
of War. The parcel was wrapped in yellow 
cloth and enclosed in boards and this was 
the state in which it reached the Chihli 
authorities, who passed it on just as they 
received it tothe Board of War. It had no 
appearance of having been tampered with 
and was certainly not in a state which 
would have allowed the contents to drop 
out. That any damage could have happened 
to it in Chihli is quite inconceivable. All 
the mails from the south and east pass 
through the province and an accurate re- 
cord is kept of all the correspondence 
forwarded by the courier service. Either 
the memorials were never put into the case 
at all, or they were abstracted somewhere 
between Foochow and Téchou, the last 
postal station in Shantung. 


The next parcel which had suffered in the 
course of transmission contained memorials 
from the Governor-General at Foochow. 
When it reached the district of Ching- 
ho in Kiangsu the case in which it was 
enclosed was already broken and it was 
transmitted direct to Peking by the Kiangsu 
courier without being entrusted to the 
authorities of Chihli. The latter can 
therefore accept no responsibility for the 
accident. A third packet of memorials 
from Foochow reached Chingchou, the 
first postal station in Chihli, in a damaged 
condition and bore a note to that effect 
which had been affixed to it by the Shan- 
tung authorities. The testimony, however, 
of the several couriers through whose hands 
it passed proved conclusively that the 
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condition of the case was not such as would 
have accounted for the disappearance of 
the contents. When it was opened in 
Peking the enclosing boards contained 
nothing but the packing materials and a 
certificate from one of the Chékiang offices 
to the effect that the parcel was slightly 
damaged when it reached their hands. 
Apart from testimony of the couriers on 
the Chihli establishment, there was strong 
internal evidence to show that the packet 
had not been tampered with in Chihli. 
The materials were all of southern produc- 
tion and the method of their arrangement 
was ae unknown to the people of the 
north. 


SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS FAMINE RELIEF BY 
RETIRED OFFICIAL. 


Kung Yi-t‘u, who was Taotai at Chefoo 
20 years ago and subsequently rose to be 
Financial Commissioner of Hunan, in which 
latter post he was cashiered, recently tor- 
warded to the Viceroy Li 10,000 wadded 
garments for the benefit of the sufferers in 
Chihli. The donor disclaimed all intention 
of wishing that any notice should be taken 
of his act, but as it represents double the 
amount for which restoration to former 
rank can be claimed by precedents, the 
Viceroy asks that Kung Yi-t‘u may be 
allowed to resume all the insignia of his 
former position.— Granted by Rescript. 


26th March. 
ERECTION OF BARRACKS AT KALGAN. 


The barracks at Kalgan suffered severely 
from the heavy rains last summer, and are 
in such a dilapidated condition that it is 
absolutely necessary for the comfort of the 
troops stationed there to have them rebuilt 
without delay. Altogether there are 2,402 
chien of rooms the estimated cost of con- 
structing which is set down at Tls. 35,000. 
The money is to be advanced in the first 
instance partly from the duties collected on 
tea and horses and partly from the salaries 
of the officers and soldiers, the repayments 
to be spread over a period of eight years. 


27th March. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS RELIEF OF DISTRESS 
IN CHIHLI. 

The Viceroy of Szechuan collected asum 
of Tls. 70,000 for the relief of the distress 
in Chihli and in forwarding it to the 
Viceroy Li, intimated his intention of re- 
mitting a further amount for the exclusive 
benefit of the Metropolitan Prefecture. 
Some very large subscriptions helped to 
swell the total. The acting Provincial 
Judge, Huang Yii-én, gave Tls. 10,000 and 
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the Salt Commissioner’s subscription reach- 
ed the same figure. Both of these officers 
hold rank of the second grade and the re- 
gulations for the bestowal of rewards in 
connection with famine relief make no 
provision for such a case. One or two 
instances have, however, occurred where a 
subscription of Ts. 10,000 has precured for 
the donor a button of the first grade and 
the Viceroy suggests that the two high 
officers in question may receive the benefit 
of these precedents. 


Rescript—We hereby confer buttons of 
the first grade upon Huang Yii-én and Yen- 
yii, Provincial Judge and Salt Commis- 
sioner, respectively, of Szechuan. 

28th March. 
DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE IN KUANGSI. 


In days gone by Kuangsi used to have 
no mean reputation as regards literary 
talent, but in the time of the rebellion all 
collections of books were burnt, the type 
was destroyed and uothing was left over 
wherewith to aid the cause of learning. 
Deeply impressed by such a state of things 
Ma P‘ei-yao, the Governor, some time ago 
decided to establish a printing press in 
the provincial capital and asked the 
Throne to instruct the authorities of the 
six provinces of Kiangnan, Chékiang, 
Kuangtung, Hunan, Hupeh and Szechuan 
to have copies of the classical and historical 
works printed within their jurisdiction 
reproduced and transmitted to Kuangsi. 
This request was sanctioned on the 31st 
of December, 1889, and the Governor 
addressed special letters to each of the 
high officials calling their attention to 
the matter. They one and all have re- 
cognised the disadvantages under which 
Kuangsi labours, situated as it is on the 
contines of the Empire, and with a laud- 
able desire to further the cause of learning 
have had copies of the principal works 
printed and forwarded to memorialist. 
Owing to the great distance and to the 
difficulty of communication Szechuan has 
not yet been able to respond to the appeal, 
but orders have been given to such officers 
as have been sent there on other duty to 
take advantage of the opportunity and 
bring back the books with them. The 
Governor-General of the Liang Kiang has 
sent thirty-two works, the Governor of 
Kiangsu seventy-five, the Governor of 
Chékiang twenty, the provincial authorities 
of Kuangtung sixty-seven, the Governor 
of Hupeh one hundred and seventy-three, 
and the Governor of Hunan sixteen. By 
a strange oversight the province of Kiang- 
si, which is the great centre of learning, 
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and where books do most abound was 
omitted from the former list drawn up 
by memorialist. He has now however 
gone through a catalogue of the works 
published in that province and made a 
selection of eighteen works which were 
not included in those sent by the other 
provinces. These he has asked the Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsi to forward to him, 
and when they arrive he will have a 
splendid collection of all that a scholar can 
desire in the way of historical and classical 
literature, nor are there wanting works 
on divination, the laws of nature, and 
other special subjects. Memorialist has 
had to draw up regulations regarding 
the issue of the books as it would be 
impossible to keep control over them 
were they lent out to individuals to peruse 
at home, and he has accordingly started 
libraries and reading rooms in order to 
enable the public to have access to them. 
Were these reading rooms confined to the 
provincial capital alone it would be mani- 
festly unfair to those scholars residing at a 
distance whom the difliculties of travelling 
would debar from having access to these 
stores of knowledge, so out of the ten copies ~ 
of each work furnished by the various pro- 
vinces nine copies have been distributed at 
Hsiinchou, Liuchow, Wuchow, Nanning, 
Taiping, Ssuch‘eng, Po-sé, Yiilin and 
Kueishun. One copy has been reserved 
for the provincial capital and on the receipt 
of further supplies copies will be supplied 
to Ping-lé, Ch‘ing-yiian, Ssu-én, Chen-an, 
and Lungchow. At the side of the Fuhsiu 
Fenglu College in the provincial capital 
memorialist has erected a provisional 
library and reading room which he has 
stocked with a large supply of books, and 
he has enjoined on the officials of the 
various towns in which books have been 
distributed to do likewise. He has made 
out tablets and scrolls to be hung up in the 
halls, and when on his tours of inspection, 
he makes it a point to personally visit all 
such reading-rooms and hopes that if the 
local authories and gentry cordially co- 
operate with him such institutions may 
become a permanency. Literature has 
flourished more under this dynasty than 
under any previous one and memorialist 
ventures to think that these endeavours on 
his part to stimulate learning will not prove 
displeasing to His Majesty. : 


HORSES FOR THE IMPERIAL STABLES. 
Owing to military disturbances in Tar- 
bagatai the annual tribute of horses for 
the Imperial Stables could not be made 
up and permission was granted to those 
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concerned allowing them to wait until the 
present year before sending the annual 
number as required. As the time for fur- 
nishing the horses is rapidly approaching 
O-erh-ch‘ingo asks for permission to send 
the droves by Kalgan instead of the Chiayu 
pass the official route they ought to take. 
The districts from which the ponies are 
drawn are Pulunt‘ohai, Wulianghai, K ‘ob- 
do and Uliassut‘ai, and from these districts 
the Kalgan route is much the most 
direct besides furnishing ample pasturage 
and watering facilities. Ponies sent by the 
Chiayu pass have in former years been 
delayed on the road and eventually reached 
the capital fearfully out of condition. Per- 
mission to adopt the alternative route has 
on previous occasions been oftengrantedand 
memorialist would request that in this 
instance he be also allowed to act in accor- 
dance with the precedent thus furnished.— 
Let To-ko-tuan be informed hereof in order 
that he may take charge of the cattle and act 
accordingly. 


YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


The Director General of the Yellow River 
reports the steps he has taken to secure the 
banks against any damage likely to arise 
from floating ice and has reason to believe 
that his precautions will prove effectual. 
He is also beginning to get together 
material for strengthening any weak points 
against the spring floods. 

29th March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


After the transaction of public business 
the Emperor will to-morrow proceed to the 
temporary resting place of Prince Uh‘un- 
hsien’s coftin and there perform the usual 
rites. 

EXAMINATIONS IN KUANGSI. 


When on his tour of inspection of the 
military camps throughout the province fre- 
quent complaints were made to Ma P‘ei-yao 
of attempts on the part of the administrators 
of ‘‘native” districts to prohibit students 
from coming forward at the public examina- 
tions. As education and thespread of learning 
are the great means of diffusing culture and 
civilisation amongst these rude tribes such 
action on the part of those in charge is of 
a most serious nature and must at once be 
puta stop to. Memorialist finds that in 1721 
the Board of Rites granted permission to 
all students in the native districts attached 
to the province of Kuangsi to enrol their 
names at the office of the nearest regularly 
constituted civil authority with a view to 
afterwards competing at the examinations. 
Two years later the number of vacancies to 
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be competed for in the Taiping “native ” 
districts was fixed at four. Again in 1886 a 
decree was published by Chiach‘ing an- 
nouncing thatall respectableindividuals who 
wereno longer desirousof cultivating land for 
the administrators would be permitted to 
compete at the examinations, and that the 
administrators must not put any obstacles 
in their way. Those engaged on more 
menial work however would still be de- 
barred. 


Such being the case it is the duty of: 


memorialist to at once suppress all abuses 

on the part of the administrators, and see 

that the regulations are strictly adhered to. 
RE-INSTATEMENT IN OFFICE. 

Ngo Erh-ch‘ingo asks that Hsii Te-piao, 
late holding rank as Commander-in-Chief, 
decorated with the peacock’s feather, the 
yellow riding jacket and the title of Buturw 
be re-instated in his former appointment. 
The officer in question has displayed great 
zeal in the discharge of the duties assigned 
to him, and as last year an Act of Grace 
was published authorising the provincial 
authorities to bring to the notice of the 
Throne the names of any degraded officers 
who had distinguished themselves, me- 
morialist ventures to make this application. 
—Request granted. 


30th March. 
GRAIN TRIBUTE FROM SHANTUNG. 

Chang Yaoin accordance with instructions 
received furnishes beforehand a statement 
of the grain which will be forwarded from 
his province during the course of the year. 
With the exception of the contributions 
that have been remitted on account of dis- 
tress inthe districts concerned and such 
grain as has been retained for relief pur- 
poses, the quantity to be forwarded on 
account of the sixteenth year of Kuang Hsii 
amounts to 166,332 piculs. This includes 
the grain which used to be sent to Chichou 
but which now has to be forwarded to the 
Peking granaries. There is also a small 
quantity of 787 piculs which was left over 
out of the amount kept back in the pre- 
vious year and which will be forwarded 
along with the rest. 


FOUNDING OF A COLLEGE IN YUNNAN. 


Some two years ago Tan Chiin-pei, 
Governor of Yunnan, asked for permission 
from the Throne to call on the higher 
authorities of the province to raise a 
fund for the purpose of encouraging the 
study of the classics and ancient litera- 
ture, as the scholars throughout Yun- 
nan showed great ignorance of these 
subjects. This proposal was sanctioned 
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and during the two years that have elapsed 
since it was put into operation very satis- 
factory resultshave been obtained, so much 
so that a college for the study of these 
special subjects has been founded under 
the name of the Ching Cheng Shu Yuan. 
The funds were provided out of the Salt 
Commissioner’s Treasury and a principal 
and a competent staff of professors 
engaged. It is proposed to have ac- 
commodation for twenty-four resident 
pupils, and eighty outside pupils will be 
permitted to attend the lectures. These 
pupils will be selected by the Pro- 
vincial Examiner when on his tour ,of 
examination throughout the province and 
will be sent to the provincial capital to 
again undergo an examination at the hands 
of the high authorities there, after which if 
successful they will receive the designation 
of Kao T‘sai Sheng and be drafted into 
the College. From time to time of course 
they will be permitted to come forward for 
the regular examinations and it is hoped 
that the institution will prove useful in 
cultivating a taste for literature in this 
out of the way province. Memorialist finds 
it on record that in the reignof Kang Hsi 
an Imperial tablet was conferred on the 
K‘un-ming college and would venture to 
ask His Majesty to confer a similar honour 
on this new institution. —Granted. 


31st March. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Liu Han-fung is appointed to the An 
Hsii Circuit in Kansu. 


HONOURS. 


The late Governor-General of the Shen- 
kan Provinces, T‘an Chung-lin, is to be 
allowed as a mark of favour to ride within 
the precincts of the Purple Forbidden City, 
i.e. the precincts of the Imperial Palace. 


SETTLEMENT OF BOUNDARIES IN ILI. 


The land in Tli is divided up into four 
settlements, those of the Bannermen, the 
soldiers, the Mussulmans and the common 
people. Since the disturbances in that 
region great tracts in these settlements 
were deserted and left waste and uncul- 
tivated, so that all boundary marks were 
destroyed and the necessity arose of 
having them all marked out again. More 
particularly is this the case in regard 
to the settlements of the Bannermen; and 
the ordinary people. The Military Gov- 
ernor of Ili, the Deputy Lieutenant- 
General and the Governor have held an 
extensive survey of the ground in dis- 
pute and find about 128,000 mow of arable 
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land comprised within these two settle- 
ments, and this they propuse to appor- 
tion as follows: Some 67,000 mow are to be 
handed over to the Sui-ting and Ning- 
yiian district magistrates, who will get 
settlers to appropriate and cultivate the 
same, and the the rest shall constitute the 
settlement ofthe Bannermen. [Note. A 
detailed map with explanations accompani- 
ed the original memorial ; but without its 
aid only the total figures as above 
can be given. Trausl.| 


REHEARING OF A CASE OF PERSONAL 
APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR. 


Li Hung-chang reports the rehearing of 
the case of a lunatic named Liu Chung-shéng, 
belonging to the Nanp‘i district, who 
forced his way through the Emperor’s body 
guard and presented a petition to His 
Majesty in person bringing forward charges 
of robbery and abduction against Liu San- 
ch‘eng and others. On investigation these 
charges turn out to be but the ravings of a 
person of unsound mind and memorialist 
proceeds to consider how the culprit is to 
be dealt with. The punishment for break- 
ing through the Emperor’s bodyguard is 
one hundred blows and banishment to the 
nearer frontier, and to this Liu Chung- 
sheng has been sentenced. As he is how- 
ever of unsound mind, he must be sent 
back to the magistracy of his native district, 
and there put in irons and kept in prison. 
Should after the lapse of several years he 
be proved to have recovered from this 
malady his place of banishment can then 
be decided upon.—Let the Board of Punish- 
ments consider and report. 

1st April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wang Wen-shao, Governor of Yunnan, 
has reported an attack on two of the dis- 
trict cities in his province and the steps 
taken to recover the same out of the hands 
of the rebels. It appears that on the 20th 
February 1891, the district magistrate of 
Fumin having gone to Luch‘iian to hold 
a joint trial ona case of life and death, a 
band of rebels from Huilichow in Szechuan 
under the leadership of a man named 
Huang Tzu-jung made a sudden raid on 
the city, with a view to murdering the 
officials and robbing the treasury. On 
receipt of the news Wang Wen-shao at 
once despatched troops to the scene of the 
disturbance to co-operate with the local 
authorities in putting down the rebels. 
They acted so promptly. that they succeed- 
ed in recapturing the city the same night 
and putting several of the rebels to death. 


Two of the leaders had started off on 
an expedition to seize Wutingchow, but 
were unsuccessful, being beaten off by the 
inhabitants. Two days after, they made 
an entry into Luch‘iian, whence they were 
driven out by the troops, who captured 
alive one of the ringleaders and recovered 
the town. 

Considering the sudden nature of the 


outbreak and that within three days the | 


civil and military authorities were able to 
recover two towns before any serious 
damage had been done they have shown 
great promptitude and in accordance with 
the recommendation of Wang Wen-shao 
we confer the following rewards. 

[Here follows a long list of promotions of 
the various officers concerned. } 


APPOINTMENT. 


T‘ao Mo is hereby appointed Governor | 


of Kansu and Hsin Kiang. 
TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF TROOPS. 
Ngo-erh-ching-o, Deputy Military Lieut. 
Governor of Tarbagatai, reports the handing 
over of the control of the braves under his 
jurisdiction to the Governor of Kansu and 


Hsin Kiang. This was done in accordance | 


with orders received from Peking with a 
view to consolidating the command of these 
troops under one head. 

He also submits a series of regulations 
regarding the Manchu military colonies 
for the consideration of the Throne. 


FIRES IN YUNNAN. 


Onthe 22nd of December, 1890, fire broke 
out at a place called Hoh‘ou near Anp‘ing 
in the K‘aihua prefecture which destroyed 
some seven or eight hundred dwellings and 
caused the loss of four lives. In the 
Pingpei village, Wen Shan district, on 
the 18th of December two hundred and 
forty houses were destroyed by fire, and 
on the 28th of January another disastrous 
fire at Hsiintienchow destroyed over one 
hundred and sixty houses. Requests were 
made by the local officials for permission 
to relieve the sufferers and after consulta- 
tion with the Re-organisation Board grants 
of Tls. 1,000, Tis. 300 and Tls. 500 were 
made to each of the three districts respec- 
tively. 

REPAIR TO PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The public buildings and offices of the 
Manchu garrison stationed at Chingchow, 
Hupeh, are’much in need of repair and 
Chang Chih-tung asks for permission to 
devote a special sum to put them in order. 
The funds for repairing these buildings on 
former occasions were supplied out of the 
Salt Revenue at Ichang and the money 
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thus advanced repaid by instalments de- 
ducted from the pay of the Banners. 
It is now ten years since the last repairs 
were executed, and according to the state- 
ment of. the Tartar-General something 
must be done immediately, otherwise the 
buildings will all collapse and a large sum 


; of money will have to be spent in entirely 


rebuilding them. The amount asked for 
in this instance is Tls. 30,320. The Finan- 
cial Commissioner and the Wuchang 
Salt Taotai, to whom memorialist refer- 
red the matter for consideration, report 
that the buildings do actually stand in 
great need of repair but that unfortunately 
no*money can be furnished for this purpose 
by the Provincial Treasury. They suggest 
however that as in former years a loan of 
Tls. 15,000 be made by the Ichang Salt 
Oftice for the execution of the more imme- 
diate repairs, repayable in ten years by 
monthly instalments of say Tls. 125. This 
scheme commends itself to memorialist and 
he begs to submit it for His Majesty’s 
consideration. 
ADVANTAGES OF STEAMERS. 


Chang Chih-tung and the Provincial 
Examiner of Hupeh ask for permission to 
allow the latter to proceed by: steamer to 
conduct the examinations at Chingchow 
and Ichang. They describe very graphi- 
cally the extreme inconvenience and dis- 
comfort of the native modes of conveyance ; 
the long delays beating up against the 
stream and the risk their papers and other 
belongings run of being lost or damaged by 
water. The Examiner mentions that on 
former trips when the roads have been 
flooded several of his coolies have been 
drowned by mistaking the paths, and all 
the inhabitants having fled before the water 
no accommodation was to be had for man 
or beast. To proceed by steamer would in 
every way bea saving, no risk would berun, 
the journey would be accomplished in two 
or three days and the students be saved 
the vexatious delays they have had to under- 
go in former years whileawaiting the arrival 
of the Examiner who has met with delays 
and difficulties on the road.—Granted. 


2nd April. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Sun Chi, Provincial Judge, Hunan.. 

(2 Chang Yo-nien, Provincial Treasurer, 
Shensi. 

(3) Shen Chin-hsiang, Provincial Trea- 
surer, Kansu. 

DEATH WHILE PROCEEDING TO POST. 

Liu Fui-ch‘i, Governor of Shansi, reports 

the death at Ch‘ehsien of Shuo Hsien, the 
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lately appointed Assistant Resident of Tibet, 
who was on his way from Peking to his new 
post.—Decree will follow. 


APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO RETIRE. 


To Ko-tuan, Military Governor of Ulias- 
sutai, reports the expiry of his leave, and as 
his health has not improved he asks for 
permission to be allowed to vacate 
his post. He has been suffering from 
acute diarrhoea and as in these out of 
the way regions it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, to obtain competent medical 
advice, he trusts he may be permitted to 
return to his banner and there place himself 
under medical treatment.—2wv months’ 
leave granted. There is no necessity for 
memorialist to vacate his post. 


PASTURE LANDS IN MONGOLIA. 

K‘uei Pin and Yung Té, Military and 
Deputy Military Governors of Ch‘ahar, 
present a memorial reporting on pasturages 
in Mongolia and asking that the Governor 
of Shansi be instructed to send a Commis- 
sioner to assist in holding a survey thereof. 
The original intention with which the 
eight banners in the Ch‘ahar district were 
organised was that they should form a sort 
of advanced guard to the capital, and living 
in peace and comfort, devote themselves to 
the practice of archery and the pleasures 
of the chase. They were likewise to su- 
perintend the flocks and herds pastured 
there and were forbidden to engage in 
agricultural pursuits. During the reign of 
Hsien Féng, however, several of the pastur- 
ages belonging to the princes and other 
nobility were deserted and the opportunity 
thus afforded was taken advantage of by 
several to secretly bring the land under 
cultivation. These proceedings afterwards 
received the sanction of the Board of Re- 
venue and permission was granted for the 
pasturages where formerly horses used to 
grazeto be brought under cultivation and re- 
gistered as arable land. The result of this 
relaxing of the old regulations was that 
censtant quarrels and lawsuits arose and in 
the 6th year of Kuang Hsii an Imperial 
edict was issued directing the two provinces 
of Chihli and Shansi to send deputies into 
Mongolia to survey the land already brought 
under cultivation and issue stamped title- 
deeds in respect of the same. Instruc- 
tions were at the same given that no 
further cultivation of these lands was to 
be permitted, in order that the nomadic 
and agricultural elements should not clash 
but live in peace the one with the other. 
Now again after the lapse of but a few 
years the old complaints are renewed and 
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constant encroachments are being made on 
the pasture lands by unscrupulous people. 

Two years ago a decree was published 
directing Li Hung-chang to co-operate with 
the Military Governor of Ch‘ahar in settling 
the disputes about the pasture lands and 
once for all remove all obstacles standing 
in the way of the peaceful possession of 
these lands by the nomad herdsmen. In 
obedience to these commands memorialists 
have been in constant communication with 
Li Hung-chang on the subject and have 
now decided to despatch some high officer 
to proceed to Mongolia and hold a survey 
similiar to that held in the sixth year of 
the present reign. Should it be proved 
that any illegal encroachments on the 
pasturages have taken place, the holder 
of the land will be turned out and his 
holding confiscated. As, however, a great 
deal of this land borders on Shansi they 
would request that the Governor of 
that province be directed to likewise send 
an officer to assist in the survey and 
the drawing up of regulations for the fu- 
ture guidance of those concerned. When 
their report has been received memorialists 
will again venture to address His Majesty 
on the subject.—Let the Governor of Shansi 
despatch an officer as requested. 

3rd April. 
DEATH. 

Chang Shun reports the death at his 
home of the newly appointed Military As- 
sistant Governor of K‘obdo, Shuang Shou, 
who had been given leave to retire into 
mourning (v. Gazette Ist March). Memo- 
rialist gives a list of the eminent services 
of deceased, and suggests that some post- 
humous rewards be bestowed in recogni- 
tion of the same.—Decree will follow. 


APPOINTMENT TO THE SHANGHAI 
MAGISTRACY, 

The former nomination to the post of 
District Magistrate of Shanghai having been 
rejected by the Board, the Acting Governor- 
General of the Liang Kiang and theGovernor 
of Kiangsu now propose the name of Yuan 
Shu-hsiin, the present District Magistrate 
of Nanhui. They believe him to be emi- 
nently suited for this important post and 
consider that his appointment would be 
greatly tothe advantage of the publicservice. — 
He is a native of Hunan, forty-four years 
old, and began his career by distinguishing 
himself at the capture of Nanking.—Let 
the Board of Civil Office consider and report. 


4th April. 
RECOMMENDATION FOR POST OF TAOTAI. 
The acting Governor-General at Nanking 
and the Governor of Kiangsu submit a 
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recommendation for filling the vacant post 
of Intendant of the Hsiichou circuit, the 
late incumbent of which, Tuan Chieh, has 
come to Peking for audience. The duties 
of the post embrace, in addition to ordinary 
administrative work, the control of the 
river system of the province, and require 
the selection of an officer of capacity and 
tried experience. The choice of the memo- 
rialists has fallen upon an expectant Taotai 
named Shén Shou-ch‘ien, a native of Ché- 
kiang and son of a Literary Chancellor 
who lost his life in the public service. 
Should their nomination be approved the 
memorialists ask that, in accordance with 
the rule applicable to officers connected 
with the River service, they may be allowed 
to employ Shén Shou-ch‘ien on a term of 
probation for one year prior to his receiving 
the substantive appointment.—Referred to 
the consideration of the Board. 

CONSIGNMENT OF POTTERY FROM KIUKIANG. 


The Governor of Kiangsi submits a 
statement furnished to him by the Taotai 
at Kiukiang of the articles supplied to the 
Imperial Household during last year by 
the Imperial Pottery manufactory at that 
place. The usual supply for the year com- 
prised 80 pieces of the finest quality and 
1,204 round articles of a high class kind. 
In addition to this there was a special 
indent for 1,414 plates, dishes, cups and 
vases to be distributed as presents on the 
occasion of the Emperor's birthday. The 
itotal cost amounted to Tls. 27,077.92, and 
as the yearly allowance is Tls. 10,000, there 
is a debit balance of Tls. 17,077.9.2 which 
will be deducted from the surplus remain- 
ing over from previous years. 


SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS FAMINE RELIEF. 


In the list of subscriptions recently 
forwarded to Chihli by the Viceroy of Sze- 
chuan was one of Ts. 500 from Kao Kéng- 
én, Literary Chancellor of the latter pro- 
vince. The donor, who is a Reader in the 
Hanlin, has since returned to his home in 
Honan, the Governor of which province was 
instructed to ascertain his wishes respect- 
ing the form of reward to be granted for 
the gift. He disclaimed, however, all 
desire of notice being taken of his action 
and the Board of Revenue has been direct- 
ed to forward him a complimentary acknow- 
ledgment of his generosity. 

5th April. 
RETIREMENT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL. 


The Governor of Honan reports the 
retirement in mourning on account of the 
death of his father of Niu Shih-han, Briga- 
dier-General of Kueité, who has been 
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acting for some time past in the same 
capacity in the Hupeh district. The Ge- 
neral, who is a native of Anhui, has held 
the command in Honan which he now 
vacates for the last fifteen years and had 
previously served with distinction in 
various provinces. In the capture of 
brigands and in the matter of army reform 
he has shown himself a very capable and 
active officer, and as it is important 
that his successor should be the right 
stamp of man, the memorialist has selected 
General Li Ch‘éng-hsien as being specially 
qualified for the post.—Approved. 

6th April. 

ABUSES CONNECTED WITH THE PEKING 
GRANARIES, 


The administration of the Peking gra- 
naries has again been brought to public 
attention by the Censor Hung Liang-p‘in 
who has accused the Superintendents of 
peculation and has drawn up a scheme for 
reforming the whole system. This memo- 
rial has not yet been published, but in 
a Decree based upon it the Emperor 
has appointed a Commission composed 
of Kuei-héng and Hsii Ying-k‘uei to inves- 
tigate the subject in conjunction with the 
authorities of the Board of Revenue. 


SOUP KITCHENS AT JEHO. 


The Military Governor at Jého states 
that two soup-kitchens, which in ordinary 
years are daily frequented by six or seven 
hundred people, are opened by public 
subscription for nearly four months every 
winter. During the present winter, how- 
ever, the daily attendance has been greatly 
increased, owing to the distress in Chihl, 
and over 2,700 people have applied for 
relief every day. The time has now 
arrived for closing these establishments, 
but having regard to the lateness of the 
spring in the northern climate, and the 
impossibility of finding suitable employ- 
ment for such a large number of people, 
the Governor and his colleagues have de- 
cided upon keeping on the system of relief 
fora month longer than usual. By that 
time work will have commenced in the 
fields and the state of things in Chihli wilk 
probably have improved. : 


REWARDS FOR CAPTURE OF ROBBERS. 


The same memorialist submits a list of - 
officers whose services in capturing robbers 
are considered to entitle them to the be-~ 
stowalofrewards. During thelastthree yaars* 
no less than 126 robbers were arrested and 
summarily decapitated in the region of 
Jého. Many ofthese were desperate crim- 
inals who had defied the law for years 
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‘and others were members of confederate 
bands who had offered long and stubborn 
Tesistance to the Imperial troops. 

DEATH OF AN INTERPRETER IN JAPAN. 

Li Shu-ch ‘ang, the late Chinese Minister 
in Japan, reports the death in that country 
of Yang Chiu-t‘ing, who has been inter- 
preter to the Consulate in Kobe ever since 
its establishment in 1879. He suffered from 
the dampness of the climate which brought 
on hemorrhage from which he died 
on the 15th January last. The deceased 
was an excellent Japanese scholar and had 
an exceptionally good record during a 
‘Service of more than 10 years in the country. 
Undue exertion in the discharge of his 
duties is in part responsible for his death, 
and the Minister hopes that the Emperor 
will be pleased to console the spirit of the 
dead by making a liberal grant of posthu- 
mous honours.—Granted by Rescript. 


7th April. 
CUSTOMS REVENUE. 


1.—Ching Hsiang, late Superintendent 
of Customs at Shahuk‘ou, who has arrived 
in Peking on the expiration of his term 
of office, reports having collected a surplus 
Revenue amounting to Taels 16,070 and 
asks for instructions regarding it. He has 
been ordered to hand over the amount to 
the Treasury of the Privy Purse. 


REVENUE COLLECTED BY THE SUPERINTEND- 
ENT OF LIVE STOCK AND HOUSE DUTY 
FOR THE EASTERN DIVISION OF PEKING. 


2.—The President and members of the 
Board of Revenue submit a report on the 
amount of revenue collected by Ch‘ung Li, 
Collector of Customs for the Eastern Divi- 
sion of Peking, whose term of office has 
just expired. It appears that the actual 
receipts during the year on account of dues 
levied on live stock amounted to Ts. 
20,711, and those on houses, during the 
same period, to Tls. 3,745. The regular 
assessment is fixed at Tls. 10,008 and the 
surplus assessment at Tls. 18,000, but the 
returns show a deficit on the latter account 
of Tis. 13,441. This has been caused by 
the falling off in the number of pigs, sheep, 
‘cattle and horses brought into Peking 
owing to the heavy rains of last year which 
made the roads impassable, and is also 
attributable to the high price of grain and 
the fluctuations in the money market. The 
deficit is not.so large this year as it has 
been in others, when a certain. percentage 
of the loss was remitted, and the memori- 
alists recommend that the collector only 
be called upon to make good 46°/, of the 
amount, 
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8th April. 

A SIMILAR REPORT ON THE DEFICIT IN THE 
RETURNS OF THE COLLECTOR OF THE 
WESTERN DIVISION OF PEKING DURING 
THE SAME PERIOD. 


The revenue collected in this division 
of the capital has also fallen off consider- 
ably, and the deficit is explained by the 
same causes as those detailed in the previous 
memorial, namely the heavy summer rains, 
the scarcity of grain and the high price of 
silver. Instead of the surplus assessment 
amounting, as fixed in former years, to 
Tls. 7,321, only Tls. 825 have been received 
—thus showing a deficit of Tls. 6,496 and 
memorialists recommend that of this 30 
per cent. be remitted and the Collector be 
called upon to make good the balance, Tls. 
4,547, within the next two years. 

9th April. 

PETITION PRESENTED TO THE EMPEROR ON 
THE HIGH ROAD. REPORT ON CASE BY 
THE VICEROY OF CHIHLI. 

Li Hung-chang submits a report ona 
case referred to him by the Board of 
Punishments in which a Mohamedan of the 
name of Ma Chén-ming presented to His 
Majesty a petition in which he falsely ac- 
cused another man of the murder of his 
son and nephew. It appears from the 
evidence that some years ago Ma Chén- 
ming charged one of his nephews, Ma San- 
chih, by name, with leading a wild and 
disorderly life. The magistrate issued a 
warrant for his arrest but the nephew 
escaped and the petitioner fearing that he 
would endeavour to revenge himself upon 
him and his family, left his native village 
and‘took refuge temporarily in the city of 
Hochien. Three years after this peti- 
tioner sent his two sons back to the village 
to remove his property. Ma San-chih, 
the nephew, heard of their arrival and 
joined himself with Ma Lien-kuei and other 
bad characters and attacked them. The 
eldest son was killed but the younger one 
managed to escape and the matter was 
brought to the notice of the authorities. 
A warrant however had already been 
issued for the arrest of Ma San-chih on 
a charge of robbery with violence and the 
magistrate could therefore do nothing 
but give stringent orders that steps should 
be immediately taken to discover his where- 
abouts. A year elapsed before he could be 
found and on the police attempting to 
capture him he resisted so violently that he 
lost his life. The case was duly reported 
at the time and memorialist ordered that 
as Ma San-chih had been implicated ina 
case of robbery with violence his head 
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should be cut off and put up on a pole asa 
warning to others. Now Ma Chén-ming 
previously to all this had incurred a 
debt to a man named Lui Ch‘; fre- 
quent promises of repayment had been 
made but still no money was forthcoming, 
and eventually it was agreed that the cre- 
ditor should take over the property which 
the petitioner had left behind him in his 
native village. 

The two men however disagreed as to the 
value of the articles, and from words they 
came to blows and both parties received in- 
juries in the struggle. Later on in the same 
year another nephew of Ma Chén-ming’s 
while cleaning meat in a stream outside the 
village was taken suddenly ill and died. 
There was no doubt that he died from 
natural causes and his father consequent- 
ly buried the corpse. Ma Chén-ming how- 
ever lent credence to the rumour that 
his nephew had been killed by Liu Ch‘i, 
the man to whom he owed the money and 
with whom he had already had a quarrel, 
and charged him with the crime. The 
case was duly investigated, but the Pro- 
vincial Judge held that the charge was 
absolutely unfounded. This decision in- 
censed the complainant and led him to 
take the unwarrantable step of presenting 
His Majesty with the petition in which in 
addition to his charge against Liu Ch‘i he 
accused the underlings of the Provincial 
Court of having received bribes to pervert 
justice. Memorialist after thoroughly ex- 
amining all the circumstances in the case 
finds that the petitioner trumped up these 
additional charges in the hope of thereby 
meeting with a more favourable reception 
for his petition. His fault lay in having 
attached credence to the false rumours that 
he had heard but he does not appear to 
have been actuated by malicious motives in 
bringing the accusations he did. Petitioner 
is guilty of wrongfully impeding the Imperial 
procession by thrusting himself before His 
Majesty, but as the Emperor has since 
graciously extended a general pardon to 
all prisoners, memorialist leaves it to the 
Board of Punishments to determine how 
the case shall be dealt with. 


10th April. 


INSPECTION OF THE COUNTRY NORTH OF 
THE AMOOR. 
Yi-k‘o-t‘ang-ah, Military Governor of the 
Amoor, reports his approaching departure 
on a tour of inspection of the northern 
frontier. Last winter he made a similar 
inspection of the districts lying to the east 
of Hulan and enquired into the state of 
the country and the condition of the people. 
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On the present occasion his visit will em- 
brace Moerhkén, Put‘éha, Hsinganch‘éng 
and Heilungchiang—all places occupied 
by soldiery where numerous granaries. 
and military store-houses are established. 
Memorialist has arranged for the due dis-- 
charge of his official duties during his. 
absence by appointing Wo Héng-ngo and 
Niu Léng-ngo, to jointly preserve order in 
the city : they are both men of high char- 
acter and courage and can be depended 
upon in any emergency. He has associated 
with them two other high officials by whom 
the daily routine work of the Yamén will. 
be carried on, but he has left instructions 
that should matters of importance arise he 
is to be at once communicated with. On: 
his last journey of inspection memorialist 
suffered greatly from the extreme cold, 
and although his health is much improved 
still he is far from strong and he therefore 
proposes to travel now by easy stages. 
His first halting places will be Moerh- 
kén and Hsinganch‘éng, where he will 
meet the civil and military officials from 
Lunch‘un : he will consult with them and 
devise measures for putting the district in. 
order. Afterwards he will visit the upper 
reaches of the Nun Chiang and examine 
that country so as to be able to determine 
at what points garrisons shall be estab- 
lished, and on his return will present a. 
detailed account of his journey. 


lith April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Punishments is directed to- 
strictly investigate the case of the member 
of the Imperial Guard who yesterday pre- 
sented a petition to Us by the roadside. 


SUICIDE ON ACCOUNT OF POVERTY 


The Governor General of Szechuan re- 
portsthe suicide of an acting Captain nam- 
ed Li Chih-huo at Tachienlu. The deceased 
who had been holding an acting appoint- 
ment which he had to resign found a 
deficiency in his accounts of Tls. 680 which 
he was quite unable to make up. This so. 
preyed onhis mind that notwithstanding 
all precautions taken by his son and neigh- 
bours he surreptitiously succeeded in com- 
mitting suicide by eating opium.—Let the 
Board of Punishments take note. 


RETIREMENT INTO MOURNING OF THE 
GOVERNOR OF KANSU AND HSINCHIANG. 


Some eighteen months ago Liu Chin-tang 
obtained leave to visit his family, more 
especially his grandmother who was dan- 
gerously ill, which leave was extended no 
less than three times. On its expiry, just 
as he was setting out for Peking to be 
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received in audience prior to returning to 

his post, his grandmother died and as he is 

the next male representative of the family 

he must resign his appointment and retire 

into mourning. 
: 12th April. 

FUNDS FOR THE HOUSEHOLD. 


The Tartar General at Foochow in charge 
of the Customs at that port announces 
aremittance in advance for the current year 
of T'ls. 10,000 contribution tv wards the ex- 
penses of the office of works in connection 
with the Household. It appears that the 
Board has decided that the Tls. 60,000 
necessary to cover the expenditure of the 
Neiwu Fu for the 17th year of Kuang Hsii 
is to come out of the Salt Gabelle and the 
Tea Duty and that this is the sum the 
Foochow Custonis is called on to furnish. 


13th April. 
CHANGE OF OFFICIAL HAT. 


In reply to an application from the Board 
of Rites it is ordered that the summer 
official hat be worn from the 26th inst. 


DISTURBANCES IN YUNNAN. 


The Governor General of the Yinhuei 
and the Governor of Yiinnan report in full 
the details of the recent disturbances in 
Yiinnan of which notice was taken in the 
Imperial Decree of the 1st of April. 
Memorialists would point out that since the 
late rebellion the population of the province 
has fallen off considerably, so that yreat 
stretches of country are leftunoccupied. As 
the provinceis conterminous with Szechuan 
a great many of the inhavitants of that pro- 
vince take advantage of this state of things 
to unlawfully appropriate land and many 
attempts have been made to prevent then so 
doing. About2p.m. onthe 28th of February, 
1891, an inhabitant of the Fumin District 
city, which is about 30 miles distant from 
the provincial capital announced in a state 
of great trepidation that a band of three or 
four hundred men from Hinlichou in Sze- 
chuan under the leadership of three in- 
dividuals named Huang and giving them- 
selves out to be ‘* Generals-in-chief,” had 
at five o’clock that morning taken posses- 
sion of the town, had robbed the treasury, 
released the prisoners and killed eleven of 
the district magistrate’s servants. It so 
happened that the district magistrate him- 
self had been called away some four days 


previously to assist at an inquest to be | 


held at Luchiian a town sime forty miles 
off. The military official at Fukien got the 
men under his charge together and made 
an attempt at resistance but was killed in 
the fighting that ensued, as was the head 
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gaoler. Two of the district officers of 
instruction made their way out of the town 
with an intention of summoning the train- 
bands in the country villages. He concluded 
by a request that troops be sent to drive out 
the rebels. 

On the receipt of this intelligence memo- 
rialists were greatly perturbed and imme- 
diately despatched a detachment of troops 
to relieve the town. These arrived be- 
neath the walls at twelve o’clock the same 
night and were joined by the district 
magistrate who on learning the news had 
hurried back to his post and also by the 
forces the officers of instruction had raised 
in the neighbourhood. They at once pro- 
ceeded to secure the gates and make an 
eutry into the town, killing forty of the 
rebels and capturing twenty-one. On inter- 
rogating the latter the following day it was 
discovered that the ringleader was a man 
named Huang Szu-ping a native of Lochia- 
chuang, a village eighty li distance from 
Fumin. On proceeding thither they learned 
that the man they were in search of had 
not returned, so all that could be done was 
to destroy his house by tire. Further in- 
formation received h--wever tended to show 
that he together with a relative of his Li 
Tséng intended to attack Wutingchou 
which plan they attempted to carry out 
during the night of the 22nd. This at- 
tempt failed as. they were beaten off 
with a loss of some thirty men and 
a great quantity of their arms, and they 
retired on Luchiian Hsien, a town five 
miles further off. The walls ot this town 
are not high, and there are no troups sta- 
tioned there. Scarcely a month had elapsed 
since the district magistrate had arrived 
at his post, and the officers of instruction 
had gone to the provincial capital on busi- 
ness. Under the circumstances there was 
naturally great difficulty in arranging any 
defensive measures, and all the magistrate 
could do was to send the gaol warden in- 
to the villages round about to summon the 
trainbands to defend the city. The rebels 
however appeared suddenly on the 23rd 
and found the taking of the city an easy 
task. They at once robbed the treasury 
and opened the prisons as they had done 
at Fumin. The district magistrate Li 
Shih-shen knowing that he was unable 
to offer any effectual resistance donned 
his official robes and sat in the Court-ruom 
of the yamén denouncing the action of 
the rebels. Needless to say they put him 
to. death. Assistance was sent to relieve 
the town as soon as possible and it was 
retaken at midnight, the rebels flying 
in all directions. The troops started 





in pursuit and succeeded in capturing 
the ringleader Li Tséng who has been 
brought under escort to the provincial 
capital. A detachment was sent to guard 
the passages of the River of Golden Sand 
in order to prevent the rebels from cross- 
ing over into Szechuan and contrary to all 
expectation the disturbance was over in a 
few days. Memorialists proceed to report 
that they have taken steps to secure the 
arrest of any of the leaders who may yet 
be at large and go on to ask for rewards 
for the officers who have more especially 
distinguished themselves. : 
In a postscript memorial the Governor- 
General states that he has reason for be- 
lieving that one of the gentry of Luchiian 
aman named Wang Chao was acting in 
concert with the rebels and that it was by 
his aid that they succeeded in capturing 
the gates. He has had him arrested and 
would ask permission to degrade him in 
order that he may be further dealt with 
according to law.—The latter request is 
granted. [For Edict regarding the first 
memorial see Gazette of 1st April.] 


MURDER OF A DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, 


In the first moon of the present year the 
district magistrate of Yiianmou (Yiinnan) 
while conveying some of the revenue of his 
district to the provincial capital was stopped 
at dusk near Wutingchou by some ten men 
who armed with knives surrounded his 
chair. He had only a few servants with 
him, and as they were unarmed could 
offer no resistance. Consequently he and 
four of his followers were murdered by the 
robbers who went off with the treasure. 
The deceased had made himself obnoxious 
to the lawless characters with which that 
part of the province swarms by the ener- 
getic means he had taken]to put down 
brigandage and it is supposed that revenge 
was the motive which led them to commit 
this dastardly act. 

Memorialist would request that the Board 
be directed to confer some signal distinction 
on the deceased in consideration of his 
loyalty. — Granted. 


14th April. 
DEATH UNDER TORTURE. 


The Governor of Hunan reports an in- 
vestigation he has held into a case of death 
caused by the infliction of illegal torture. 
Yii Ch‘ing-hsing a lodger at an inn in the 
provincial capital was one night robbed of 
some wearing apparel by Tai Ming-chow 
a servant in the house immediately in front 
of the inn. Some suspicious circumstances 
led to the arrest of Tai and he was in the 
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first instance brought before Wang Huai- 
ming, head of a sort of police station in the 
neighbourhood. As Tai refused to confess, 
Wang directed two of his subordinates to 
beat him on the ankles with a stick. This 
mode of procedure was apparently success- 
ful as Tai Ming-chow made a full confession 
and was sent to the office of the district 
magistrate there to be further dealt with. 
Unfortunately however he died some ten 
days afterwards in consequence of the in- 
juries received while in the hands of Wang 
Huai-ming. The latter was at once de- 
graded and tried, when it was established 
that by the application of illegal torture he 
had caused the death of the prisoner, the 
penalty for which offence is one hundred 
blows with the heavy bamboo and ba- 
nishment for three years. As since then 
a Decree of Pardon has been issued, memo- 
rialist would submit that the Board be 
directed to consider the advisability of 
remitting the sentence by one degree. He 
has ordered a payment of Tls. 10 to be 
made by the prisoner to defray the burial 
expenses of the deceased.—Let the Boaid 
of Punishments consider and report. 


15th April. 
No documents of interest. 


16th April. 
DUTIES AT SHAHUK ‘OU, 


Ch‘in-hsiang, late Customs Superindent 
at Shahuk‘ou, reports his return to the 
capital on the expiry of his term of office 
and hands in a statement of the amount of 
duty collected during the past year. 

He was appointed on the 8th of March, 
1890, and during the two months and nine 
days dating from the 2nd of April to the 
8th of June the duty collected amounted to 
Tis. 8,490. On taking over charge his pre- 
decessor handed him Tls. 35,042 being duty 
for 9 months and 21 days, so that the total 
receipts for the year amounted to Tls. 
43,542, of which a balance of Tis. 15,680 
remained in hand after deducting expenses 
and remittances to the Board of Revenue 
and Board of Works. During the nine 
months and twenty-one days dating from 
the 9th June, 1890, to the 21st March, 1891, 
Tis. 35,042 has been collected from which 
Tls. 3,540 expenses have to be deducted, 
leaving a balance of Tls. 31,501 to be 
handed to memorialist’s successor. Some 
time ago memorialist received instructions 
from the Board of Works to report on the 
amount of duty collected on timber from 
the Ta Ch‘ing Shan, but as during his term 
of office no such duty was ever collected he 
is unable to do so. 
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17th April. 
DECREES. 
(1) P‘u Liang is appointed Sub Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat and Vice President 
of the Board of Rites. 
(2) Shao Sung-nien is appointed Literary 
Chancellor for Honan. 


CHANGES IN THE TROOPS IN SHENSI. 


Lu Fu-lin, Governor of Shensi, asks for 
permission to convert several of the com- 
panies of infantry stationed in his province 
into cavalry. The extent of territory to be 
guarded is very great and owing to the 
cluse connection between Shensi and the 
provinces on which it borders (no less 
them five in number), brigandage is very 
difficult to suppress. The infantry under 
memorialist’s command has not proved 
equal to the task of coping with this evil 
and memorialist’s experience leads him 
to think that had he more mounted men at 
his disposal much better results could be 
obtained. The extra cost would only 
amount to some Ts. 100 a month, in return 
for which comparative freedom from the 
attacks of robbers would be secured to the 
people.—Granted. Let the Board concerned 
take note. 


POST OF PREFECT AT FOOCHOW. 


Pien Pao-ti recommends the present Pre- 
fect of the Shaowu Prefecture, Heng Ling, 
for the acting appointment as Prefect at 
Foochow, the post thus vacated to be filled 
by an expectant Prefect named Ch‘iu Jui- 
chin. —Let the Board of Civil Office tuke note. 


18th April. 
REHEARING OF APPEAL CASE. 


A man named Hai-shéng, who held an 
official post at the Eastern Mausolea, being 
hard up for money, went to the house of a 
woman named Li and borrowed a pair of 
bangles under the pretext that his wife 
was going out and wanted to wear them. 
He pawned the bangles and was frequently 
dunned for the price of them by Li Pao- 
chén, the son of the owner. Not being 
able to raise sufficient money for the pur- 
pose, he took a six-barrelled pistol to a 
pawnshop with the object of getting enough 
on it to pay for the bangles. The pawnshop 
refused to acceptthearticle, and his creditor 
became more pressing than ever and even 
attempted to strip him of his clothes. A 
fierce fight took place between the two 
men, in which Li Pao-chén lost his life. His 
dead body was carried for some distance 
by the murderer and concealed in a gully. 
A woodgatherer, named Yang, heard the 
noise of the squabbling and went to look 
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for the body. Hai-shéng, on returning 
home, told his son, Lung-ko, of what had 
happened, and gave him the weapon with 
which he had done the deed. He also 
ordered Lung-ko to invite Yang te drink 
wine with him and ascertain what the latter 
knew of the occurrence. The murderer 
being a Manchu, the case was tried by a 
Mixed Court composed of the Sub-Prefect 
of Tsunhua and the Civil Commissary at 
Shihmén, and the facts, given above, 
were fully established at the hearing. 
Lung-ko died in prison, and his mother 
brought a counter charge in which she 
alleged that her son had died of harsh 
treatment and that the evidence which re- 
sulted in her husband’s conviction had been 
procured by bribes. Having failed to ob- 
tain a hearing for her plaint, she proceeded 
to Peking and prostrated herself as a sup- 
pliant before the Emperor’s chair. She was 
handed over in the usual way to the Board 
of Punishments which sentenced her to 100 
blows for having the audacity to obstruct 
the Imperial procession. The case having 
now been re-heard by the Court of First 
Instance, this sentence has been confirmed. 


19th April. 


THE MISMANAGEMENT OF THE PEKING 
GRANARIES. 

(a) The Censor, Hung Liang-p‘in, sub- 
mits a memorial in which he accuses the 
high officials in charge of the Peking 
granaries of gross neglect of duty and 
open connivance in the abuses which 
flourish in connection with these institu- 
tions. The tribute grain is brought from 
the south at the cost of infinite labour 
and trouble to provide the food supply 
of the seat of government. Officers are 
specially deputed by the Emperor to 
superintend the granaries in which it is 
stored, and instead of discharging the im- 
portant duties confided to them with 
patriotic zeal and devotion, the present 
incumbents of the post aim only at pro- 
moting their own interests and have brought 
the administration of the granaries to a 
state of corruption worse than it had ever 
before attained. The memorialist has twice 
been honoured with the Emperor’s com- 
mands to inspect these establishments and 
has already in previous papers dwelt upon 
the abuses of the present system. On his 
first inspection of the Lu-mi granary he 
noticed that the doors were left unclosed 
and that pilfering was carried on to a very 
large extent. Heasked that the Directors 
in charge of the placa should be instructed 
to introduce reforms, but instead of giving 
the matter their serious attention, these 
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officers parried his attack by asserting that 
their management was based upon the 
circumstances of the time and that improve- 
ments would gradually be introduced. A 
year later, when a thorough inspection was 
made, a deficit of 160,000 piculs of rice was 
discovered and furnished a strange com- 
mentary upon their promise of reform. 
When inspecting the Pei-hsin granary the 
memorialist discovered that the quantity of 
grain in stock did not correspond with that 
entered in the books, and on further in- 
quiry he found that a dozen or more of 
brokers were in the habit of receiving sup- 
plies of grain without even presenting a 
ticket.. He wrote at once to the Directors 
and asked that the granary servants should 
be handed over to the Censors for examin- 
ation. The Directors took up the defence 
of their employés and even went so far as 
to deny the truth of the charge altogether. 
Official quarters are specially provided in 
the granaries for the accommodation of the 
Superintendents. Instead of occupying 
them, however, they live in uufrequented 
localities so that they may be far removed 
from the scene of the reckless doings of 
their underlings. Many of the granaries 
are in a state of dilapidation, but the 
materials, if properly used, would have 
sufficed to put up buildings large enough 
to provide store room for all the tribute 
rice. The Directors have during the last 
four years received from public funds a sum 
of 84,000 taels on the understanding that 
all the granaries were to be placed ina 
state of thorough repair. As a matter of 
fact, repairs have only been executed toa 
very limited extent and there is reason 
to believe that the cost of even these has 
been defrayed by forced contributions 
from the underlings. The memorialist 
concludes by declaring that the adminis- 
’ tration of these establishments has fallen 
into a state of neglect and corruption which 
is almost past remedy. He asks that a 
Commission of enquiry composed of Princes, 
Dukes and other high officers should be 
appointed to deal with the whole question.— 
Decree already published. 

(b) In a postscript memorial the same 
writer sets forth under separate heads 
what he believes, after considerable ex- 
perience of the subject, to be the causes of 
all these abuses. 

(1) The selection of incompetent 
persons to act as Superintendents of 
the granaries. Lately the Superintend- 
ents have only thought of making money 
by receiving bribes from the men employed 
under them, who, in their turn, recoup 
themselves by stealing the grain. If the 
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Superintendents lived within the buildings 
instead of at a distance, the open plundering 
could scarcely go on as it does at present. 
The Directors reside at Tungchow and can . 
exercise no proper supervision over the 
granaries, and refuse to listen to the Censors 
when they point out the abuses of the 
system. The only remedy is that when 
abuses are denounced by the Censors the 
Superintendents should be immediately 
removed from office and a Commission ap- 
pointed to investigate the charges brought 
against them. 

(2) The insufficient control over the 
sturekeepers in the granaries. These are 
a clever class of people who simply live by ° 
stealing the grain. Rice is not a portable 
article like silver, and its transport has to 
be conducted in clumsy carts. The doors 
of the granaries are not locked and the 
storekeepers, having free access to the 
buildings, carry off the rice to shops which 
they have opened on their own account 
for its sale. On the way they are liable 
to be attacked by vagabonds who have got 
wind of their doings, and to manage their 
object, they are obliyed either to buy off their 
assailants or to take them into partnership. 
The consequence is that there is a large 
class of people who live, as it is termed, 
on the granaries. The remedy which the 
memorialist would suggest is that the 
responsibility of the storekeepers should 
be strictly defined, each being placed in 
charge of one particular section of the grain 
and required to account for any deficit that 
may occur, 

(3) The mistake of not keeping the doors 
of the granaries securely locked. The 
doors of nearly all the granaries which the 
memorialist inspected were broken and 
smashed and in some cases there were no 
doors at all. The writer expresses a hope 
that all the doors will be repaired and 
provided with strong locks as a check 
against the wholesale plunder which now 
goes on. 

(4) The absence of accurate reports 
of the amount of rice received. The 
custom formerly was that the Censers 
were supplied with accounts of the grain 
received and were obliged to inspect its 
quality. At present the storekeepers only 
furnish their report after they have received 
the rice, and much of it is pilfered by the 
brokers, carters, and others before it ever 
reaches the granary. Not only this, but 
damp and spoiled grain is substituted for 
good and often the contents of a whole 
storeroom are in this way ruined by heating. 
As a remedy for this, the memorialist 
recommends that the Censors should be 


Apr, 19—21.] 





empowered to hand over to the Board of 
Punishments all storekeepers who may in 
future fail to send in accurate accounts 
beforehand of the quantity of grain they 
receive. . 

(5) The want of united action on the part 
of the Vice-Presidents and the Censors. 
In Tungchow and Peking there are 
altogether seventeen granaries and only a 
couple of Directors to look after them, 
This is too great a task for human energy. 
A Censor is attached to each granary whose 
duty is to conduct periodical inspections on 
behalf of the Directors. The latter do 
not seem to appreciate the share of 
the labour which the Censors take 
upon themselves, and are always appre- 
hensive of notice being taken of their 
shortcomings. The memorialist had occa- 
sion when inspecting the Lu-mi and Pei- 


hsin granaries to call the attention of the. 


Directors to the ruinous peculation of. the 
storekeepers, but his representations passed 
unheeded until he was obliged to report 
the matter to the Throne, and ask that 
measures of reform should be introduced. 
The Directors then charged him with mak- 
ing wild assertions, but the deficit which 
was subsequently brought to light proved 
the truth of hisremarks. The writer often 
wishes that he could onlyfird a single person 
as devoted to his country as he is himself 
to join him in making a cordial effurt to 
eradicate the abuses of the present system. 
The supply of grain for the capital is the 
mainstay of the Government and shvuld 
the transport from the south ever happen 
to be cut off, there is no reserve to meet 
the contingency. Last year when the 
granaries were opened by Imperial com- 
mand to provide relief for the distress in 
the north, most of the grain was found to 
be mildewed and unfit for human consump- 
tion.—Decree already published. 


20th April. 


THE CHARGE OF TAMPERING WITH OFFICIAL 
DESPATCHES. 


The Governor of Shantung reports the 
result of the inquiries which he has caused 
to be made in obedience to Imperial instruc- 
tions respecting the official covers alleged 
to have been tampered with by the postal 
authorities while in course of transmission 
from Foochow to Peking. Thefirst memorial 
was, he finds, received from the Kiangsu 
authorities with the wrapper broken, and 
a certificate to that effect was subscribed at 
the time of its delivery. The second docu- 
ment, which was a memorial from the 
Manchu General-in-chief at Foochow, was 
enclosed in boards and the outer covering 
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was slightly damaged when it reached 
Shantung, but the package was notin a 
state which would have admitted of the 
contents being taken out. The wrapping 
was made of bamboo work, and the sup- 
position that it could have been opened 
by the Shantung postal establishment is 
disproved by the fact that no such materials 
exist in that province. A third packet was 
received in a perfectly secure condition 
and was transmitted to its destination in 
its original state. a 
; 21st, April. 
OPENING OF CHUNGKING TO FOREIGN TRADE, 


(1) The Viceroy of Szechuan: submits a 
memorial in which he details the arrange- 
ments which ate being made for establish- 
ing a Custom House at Chungking and for 
opening the port to foreign trade in vessels 
of native type, the question of steam 
navigation having béen postponed for the 
present. Mr. Hobson, the Commissioner 
of Customs, has reached Chungking, and 
he and the acting Taotai, Chang Hua-k‘uei, 
have been engaged in drawing up regula- 
tions based upon 20 provisional rules 
promulgated by the Inspector-General of 
Customs. These rules have been carefully 
revised by the Viceroy and copies of them 
have been forwarded to the Tsungli Yamén, 
as also to the Northern and Southern 
Superintendents of Trade. The Taotai has 
fixed upon the lst of March as the date 
fur opening the Custom House, and pend- 
ing the arrival of his seal as Superinten- 
dent of Customs, he will make use of his 
present official seal in the transaction of 
Customs business. Provision has to be 
made for procuring an adequate staff both 
at Chungking itself and at the subsidiary 
stations, and for furnishing boats, jetties 
and all the other requisites connected with 
the opening of a new port. The conditions 
of the trade at Chungking will be much 
the same as those prevailing at Ichang and 
the Customs establishment at the latter 
port has been taken as a model for imita- 
tion. The people of Chungking are, how- 
ever, of a much more turbulent disposition, 
and there has been considerable friction 
between them and foreigners for many 
years past. This makes it desirable that 
no risks should be incurred by an undue 
regard for economy. Exclusive of the 
expenditure of the foreign commissioner, 
it is purposed that a sum of Ts. 2,500 
a month should be appropriated for the 
new establishment. A further outlay 
of Tls. 392a month will probably be re- 
quired later on should the trade show 
signs of development. An account of the 
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expense of procuring and arming boats of 
various kinds will be furnished separately, 
and after the system has been in working 
for a year, it will be susceptible of any 
modifications that circumstances may render 
desirable. The expenditure for the first 
year will be advanced from the salt revenue 
to which it will be repaid from the Customs 
receipts. 

(2) In a postscript memorial the Viceroy 
alludes to a further report which he has re- 
ceived from the Taotai on the above subject. 
Native boats trading to Chungking follow, 
the Taotai explains, two channels on their 
upward course and the descent, which co- 
vers over 1,000 li, is made under circum- 
stances altogether different from those 
which exist on the river at Ichang. Rapids 
and whirlpools occur at every stage and the 
boats, gear and other equipment required 
for work on the Upper Yangtze are on a 
much larger scalethan onthe evencurrent of 
the River at Shashih or Ichang. However, 
the Customs arrangements are for the pre- 
sent being modelled upon those of the 
Ichang establishment until it can be seen 
what the prospects of trade are likely to 
be. The expenditure in fitting up Customs 
boats of various kinds amounts to Ts. 
2,998, the lowest figure that could be 
adopted having regard to the efficiency of 
the service. The total is about the same 
as the expenditure for a similar object 
when the iolens Custom House was first 
opened, and if some of the items are larger, 
the explanation is to be found in the rise 
in the price of wood in Hupeh and Szechuan. 


22nd April. 


GENEROSITY OF THE LATE P‘AN TSU-YIN, 
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF WORKS. 


Li Hung-chang submits a statement that 
has been laid before him by an influential 
deputation representing the gentry of a 
portion of Chihli in which attention is called 
to the exertions made by the late President 
of the Board of Works to relieve the distress 
recently existing in the province. Imme- 
diately he learnt of the calamity that had 
befallen the neighbourhood of the metro- 
polis, P‘an Tsu-yin took active measures 
to meet the crisis. Besides keeping the 
Throne informed of the progress of events, 
he wrote letters far and near appealing for 
help and held frequent meetings of the 
gentry to consider the best means of relief. 
His death was the result of undue exer- 
tion and was deeply mourned by those whose 
interests he did so much to promote. To 
the very last, his thoughts were fixed on 
the suffering of his countrymen and after 
he became delirious, he talked continually 
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about the distress. The Viceroy strongly 
supports the movement organised by the 
petitioners for the erection of a temple to 
the memory of such a loyal and devoted 
officer. —Granted by Rescript. 

A LARGE DONATION FOR FAMINE RELIEF. 


The same memorialist alludes to the very 
large sums received from Szechuan for the 
relief of the distress in Chihli. The Viceroy 
forwarded to him Tls. 70,000 and promised 
@ separate remittance for the special benefit 
of the Prefecture of Shunt‘ien. The 
former sum included a donation of Ts. 
7,000 from the Financial Commissioner of 
Szechuan, Sung-fan, who also subscribed 
Tls. 3,000 to the latter fund. Sung-fan is 
an officer of the first grade and does not 
come within the scope of the regulations 
prescribing rewards for famine relief sub- 
scriptions. As, however, there is a pre- 
cedent for stating a special case where the 
donation reaches the sum of Tls. 10,000, 
the Viceroy Li suggests that the donor’s 
ancestors should be ennobled for three 
generations.—Granted by Rescript. 


23rd April. 
TRIBUTE OFFERING FROM KUNJUT. 


Since the year 1878, when the conquest 
of the New Dominion was completed by 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang, the Ruler of Kunjut, 
a small Mahometan State to the south of 
Lake Sirikol, has been in the habit of pay- 
ing to China, through the Taotai at 
Kashgar, a yearly tribute of an ounce and 
a half of gold dust in return for which he 
receives a present of two rolls of satin. 
The Governor of Turkestan reports that 
the usual amount of tribute for the present 
year has been transmitted by him to the 
Department of the Imperial Household. 


24th April. 
No papers of interest. ° 
25th April. 
REWARDS FOR VIRTUOUS WOMEN. 


Pan Wei, the Governor of Kueichou, asks 
for some token of Imperial favour to be 
bestowed on the memory of some nine 
thousand nine hundred and thirty nine 
women of the Kaichou district who during 
the years 1859-1872 preferred death to 
dishonour and died in their country’s 
cause. He would suggest that an honorary 
portal be put up to commemorate their 
noble action. —Granted. 

DONATION TOWARDS A SCHOOL. 


The same officer brings forward the case 
of a District Magistrate on probation who 
sold a piece of his land for over Tls. 1,000 
and devoted the proceeds to establishing 
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and maintaining a free school in his district. 
Hesuggests that a portal with the characters 
‘*Le shan, hao shih” (eager to do good 
and delighting in charity) be erected in his 
honour.—Granted. 


HOME FOR WIDOWS. 

A further case of philanthropy is cited 
by Pan Wei, namely that of a lady named 
Téng, mother of an expectant prefect, who 
for the space of nearly two years cared for 
some two hundred and two widows. who 
were unable to obtain admission into the 
home for widows in the provincial capital 
and who otherwise would have died of star- 
vation. The value of the grain she dis- 
tributed is estimated at Tls. 1,300 and 
permission to erect a portal similar to the 
one in the preceding case is requested.— 
Granted. 


26th April. 
PERMISSION TO RETAIN AN OFFICER AT HIS 
POST. 


Li Hung-chang requests permission to 
retain at his post Wei Ju-huei, General 
of the Ninghsia Brigade, Kansu, holding 
brevet rank as Provincial Commander-in 
Chief and commanding the cavalry and 
infantry of the “Sheng” (2) Division, 


who ought properly speaking to retire into 
mourning as he has received news of the 
death of his mother. 

The reasons that prompt memorialist to 
make this request are as follows. The ten 
camps composing the ‘‘Sheng” Division 
are of the greatest importance in defending 
the capital and the Northern District, they 
being all picked troops and constituting the 
flower of the army. Since taking over com- 
mand the officer in question in conjunction 
with Chia Chih-sheng, General of the Yung- 
chow Brigade, has exerted himself very suc- 
cessfully in maintaining the troops in a very 
high state of efficiency and his help has proved 
invaluable in connection with the floods 
from which Chihli suffered so much last 
year. When the floods came, memorialist 
at once appointed Wei to superintend all 
measures for draining off the water and 
relieving the flooded districts, his long 
experience under Chow Sheng-ch‘uan 
rendering him eminently qualified for such 
a task, All winter he has been hard at 
work cutting canals and otherwise endea- 
vouring to drain off the large bodies of 
water that everywhere accumulated. It 
would accordingly be highly inexpedient 
to be deprived of his services at the pre- 
sent moment just when he is doing such 
excellent work for the public service, and 
memorialist would ask that only one hun- 
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dred days’ leave to given him to perform 
the funeral rites, at the expiry of which 
period he could return to his very impor- 
tant duties. In accordance with former 
precedent it would of course be necessary 
to change his substantive appointment into 
an acting one and it is requested that orders 
in this sense be issued.— Request granted. 


RIVER WORKS IN CHIHLI; 


Towards the close of last year a Censor 
pointed out in a memorial to the Throne 
that two breaches in the embankment of 
the Hsiianhui river in the Wuch‘iao dis- 
trict had not been repaired for some con- 
siderable time and that every year the 
inhabitants were exposed to serious loss in 
consequence of floods. Li Hung-chang was 
directed to look into this and he appointed 
a deputy to investigate the matter. This 
officer reports that these breaches in the 
river bank date as far back as 1872 and as 
at the time owing to the great extent of 
flooded country it was impossible to obtain 
earth to repair them it would appear that 
regularly every year the district was in- 
undated. Memorialist at once issued in- 
structions to the Intendant concerned to 
have the damage repaired, directing him to 
employ distressed inhabitants on the work. 
—Noted. 


HONOUR FOR A CITY GUARDIAN. 


Pan Wei reports that when reverently 
approached during the dry season the 
tutelary guardian of the Kuangshunchow 
city has never failed to send the much 
desired rain and suggests that it might not 
be out of place for His Majesty to confer 
some token of approval in consideration of 
the Ch‘eng Huang having thus beneficently 
exercised his powers.—Leé the Board of 
Rites consider and report. 


27th April. 
EXPENDITURE ON ROAD-MAKING IN KUEICHOU. 


Pan Wei, Governor of Kueichou, reports 
that Cheang Tsung-han, General of the An- 
i Brigade has spent some Tis. 2,800 on 
cutting and repairing roads in the Hua 
Chiang District for the convenience of 
As it is laid down in the Code 
that whenever a person spends over Tls. 
1,000 in making roads or building bridges 
pro bono publico it shall be competent for 
those concerned to apply for permission to 
erect an honorary portal in his honour, 
memorialist does accordingly make such 
application. Granted. 

No further documents of interest. 


[Apr. 28—29. 





28th April. 


DONATION IN AID OF A COLLEGE AND 
OTHER CHARITIES, 


Ma Pei-yao, Governor of Kuangsi, re- 
ports that he has received a petition from 
Chang Ju-mei, Intendant of the Yoching 
Circuit, which runs as follows ; ‘When the 
troubles in Honan were over I applied 
for permission to visit my parents and 
on receipt of the decree authorising. me 
to do so moved to the north of the 
river, at the same time informing. the 
Governor of Honan of this step. While 
there a piece of reclaimed land in the 
Chingho district measuring some 14 ch‘ing 
(100 mow) was cededto me by an Expectant 
Prefect named Li. After paying taxes and 
other expenses, a surplus remained over 
every year out of the revenue derived there- 
from and this surplus I devoted to acquiring 
moreground as the opportunity offered, with 
the result that after the lapse of a few years 
I was the owner of over 30 ching of arable 
land and seventy ching of pasture land on 
which quite a small colony of my tenants 
lived. When the famine broke out in 
Honan during the second and third years 
of Kuang Hsii I maintained over three 
hundred people at my own expense and was 
moreover deputed an agent of the Famine 
Relief Committee both in Honan and 
Shantung. All charges in connection with 
this work such as travelling expenses 
maintenance, hire of servants, etc., etc., 
were defrayed by me out of the rental of my 
property. Owing to my exertions I suc- 
ceededin gettingasubscription of some Tls, 
500/600,000 in aid of the distress. When 
I came out of mourning I was appointed to 
my present post and as I find my salary 
and allowances quite sufficient to cover 
my expenses and those of my family I dare 
not retain superfluous property and thus 
call down resentment and tears on myself. 
Moreover the land in question is not part 
of my ancestral property and I would 
accordingly request permission to make 
over by deed of gift these 100 ch‘ing of 
land in the Ch‘ingho district to the two 
districts of Ch‘ingho and Shanyang with a 
view to defraying the expenses of their 
schools and foundling hospitals. I would 
farther venture to request that out of the 
rental a sum be set apart for the mainten- 
ance of the shrine in honour of the former 
Director-General of the Grand Canal, Yiian 
Chia-san, whose memory still lives in the 
Ch‘inghuai district, but whose shrine for 
lack of funds is not as well looked after 
as it might be ; also that the free schools 
I instituted on the estate for the diffusion 
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of knowledge amongst my tenants be still 
kept on as heretofore. The value of the 
property is about 30,000 tiao and the yearly 
revenue derived therefrom 3,000 tiao.”. 
Memorialist,in reporting this signal instance 
of charity on the part of the Intendant 
Chang Ju-mei, sees no objection to his 
requests being granted and would pray that, 
the High Authorities concerned be inform- 
ed thereof. He would also suggest that 
some mark of Imperial favour be bestowed 
on the donor in recognition of his munificent 
gift.—Let the Board consider sume fitting 
reward to be bestowed on Chang Ju-mei. 


29th April. 
OFFICIAL SEAL WORN OUT. 


Ch‘ang-shun reports that he is informed 
by the Deputy Lieutenant-General station- 
ed at Sansing that the official seal of that 
officer is worn out through long use and 
that the Manchu and Chinese seal characters 
engraved thereon are illegible. The seal 
in question was issued by the Board during 
the 14th year of Kiang Hi and has thus 
been in use for upwards of 140 years. It 
is therefore necessary to have a new seal 
engraved and the Deputy Lieutenant- 
General asks that on the new seal the 
characters ‘‘having jurisdiction over Fu 
K‘ochin” be added. 

Memorialist finds it laid down in the 
Dynastic Institutes that whenever a seal 
in use in the provinces is worn out, ap- 
plication must be made to the Board to 
have a new one engraved and heaccordingly 
has the honour to make such application. 
When the new seal is issued the old one 
will be sent to the Board to be destroyed. 


APPEAL CASE IN CHIHLI. 


Li Hung-chang reports the rehearing of 
the following case which had been appealed 
to the Emperor in person. On the 16th 
of December 1887, Kao Ssu, Kao Pa and 
Liu Teng-yeh went out to search for con- 
traband salt. On the road they fell in 
with a certain man named P‘ang Fu 
who was driving a donkey carrying a 
sack of green beans. Kao Ssu, imagining 
the sack contained salt, proceeded to 
search the same a proceeding which was 
at once objected to by the owner of the 
beans. In the quarrel that ensued, Kao 
Ssu produced a knife and after inflicting 
several wounds on P‘ang Fu he and his 
companions left him on the road and went 
back. Shortly afterwards P‘ang’s son 
P‘ang Fu-jui who had come out to look for 
his father found him lying on the road 
unable to move, so he took him on his back 
and €arried him home. He then went to 
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the Salt Office and reported the matter, 
asking that some enquiry be made into the 
conduct of the examiners. Kao Ssu and 
his comrade stoutly denied that anyone 
from the oftice had been out searching for 
salt; on that day and eventually tied P‘ang 
Fu-jui up and gave hima beating. Two 
days afterwards P‘ang Fu died from the 
effects of the injuries he had received, and 
at the request of his son the late Acting 
Distrist Magistrate held an inquest on 
the body. While the inquest was being 
held it so happened that two men named 
Chao Lien-t‘sai and Chao Lien-k‘uan, who 
had robbed an inhabitant of Ho Chien- 
hsien of six strings of cash, were arrested 
by the braves attached to the Salt Office 
and temporarily put in charge of Kao Ssu 
for safe custody. The latter knowing that 
Pang Fu was dead conceived the idea of 
saddling the two Chaos with the crime and 
producing the original knife which he 
had_ used, alleged that he had found it 
on the person of Chao Lien-tsai and charged 





him with having murdered Pang Fu. which | 
of course vehemently , 


accusation Chao 
denied. While the matter was being looked 
into by the magistrate at the place where 
the body of the deceased was lying some 
friends of Chao’s headed by Li Tien-yiian 
broke in and demanded his release on bail. 
Relying on their numbers they proceeded 
tv create a disturbance and even went the 
length of of stoning the Magistrate’s cart. 
The case duly came on for trial, but Pang 
Fu-jui thought that it would be more 
satisfactory if he preferred his suit in 
Peking and taking advantage of a favour- 
able opportunity presented a petition to 
His Majesty in person. He was at once 
arrested and sent back for punishment. 


Memorialist has the honour to report that | 


the following decisions have now beenarrived 
at. In accordance with the provisions of the 
Code, Kao Ssu, in that he caused the death 
of another in a quarrel, is sentenced to 
death by strangulation after the autumn 
assizes. Although the crime was com- 
mitted prior to the last Act of Grace, it is 
of too grave a nature to be in any way 
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condoned, and his name has been entered . 


on the second death roll. 
his mother is old and that he is an only 
son can be gone into later on. 


The plea that | 


Li Tien-yuan for breaking in upon the . 
' at every barrier throughout all Kirin. This 


magistrate whilst in the discharge of his 
official duties must be sentenced to banish- 
ment on the nearer frontier and on arrival 
there receive one hundred blows. It ap- 
pears that he was formerly mixed up with 
a murder case and hasa by no means good 
reputation, so that although he is over 


Google 


seventy years of age he will not be allowed 
to commute his sentence for a money 
payment. Pang Fu-jui has been sentenced 
to one hundred blows and three years 
transportation, but as he is a cripple he 
will be allowed to commute.— Let the Board 
of Punishments consider and report. 


30th April. 


GINSENG IN KIRIN. 


When in 1854 the regular search for 
ginseng throughout Kirin was suspended 
the Governor was directed to see that no 
illicit extraction of the root took place and 
furnish reports accordingly, 

Ch ‘ang Shun has now received the various 
reports from the various ofticers under his 
control for the past year, and they 
unanimously state that no secret digging of 


| ginseng on the old hills has been attempted. 


Instructions have been issued to the ofticers 
concerned to continue to exercise great 
vigilance in this respect. 


TROOPS IN 


The province of Kirin covers a very wide 
area, and in the East and North it is 
intersected by mountain chains which 
form an asylum for the floating population 
of other provinces who retire thither to 
obtain a living by wood-hewing, hunting 
etc., or to escape the hands of justice. 
Since Ch‘ang Shun’s arrival at his post, he 
has endeavoured by means of passes and 
registration to exercise some control over 
these people and to discriminate the good 
from the bad. ‘There are however innumer- 
able difliculties in the way ; the mountain 
recessesare difticult of access, the forests are 
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- thick, and in spring and summer the roads 


are veritable quagmires. For the work of 
hunting down criminals in such districts 
cavalry is entirely, unsuited and menorialist 
proposes to increase the number of infantry 
under his orders, without however at the 
same time increasing the expenditure. In 
the Chisheng and Hsiayung camps the pre- 
sent force consists of five hundred and forty 
officers and men, the monthly cost of which 
amounts to Tls. 2,924. Memorialist in- 
tends to increase this force by three hundred 
and fifty-eight infantry at an increased cost 
per month of Tis. 1,616, which he proposes 
to meet by abolishing five mounted soldiers 


extra number of men would be of great 
assistance to him in his work of hunting 
down bad characters, and the proposal if 
carried out would be greatly to the advan- 
tage of the public service.—Granted. Leé 
the Board take note. - 


{May 1-4. 








1st May. 
REFLECTIONS ON THE BOARD OF CIVIL OFFICE. 


One of the Censors brings a charge 
against the Board of Civil Oftice of filling 
up vacancies out vf their proper order. 
Officials are divided into two lists, those 
eligible for promotion during the odd 
months of the year and those eligible 
during the even menths. It often hap- 
pens that towards the close of the month 
expectants of office are not over anxious to 
fill an undesirable vacancy and endeavours 
are made to have the date from which the 
post shall be considered ‘‘open” either 
deferred or accelerated as the case may be. 
Memorialist calls attention to a specific 
instance that occurred lately and suggests 
that the Board be directed to exercise 
more care.—Decree already published. 


2nd May. 
HONOURS TO AN OCTOGENARIAN LADY. 


The Viceroy at Canton submits an 
application which he has received from the 
elders and gentry of the district of Shunté 
asking for permission to erect a memorial 
arch to an old lady who has seen seven 
generations of her family, and is at present 
living under the same roof with four gene- 
rations of her descendants. The lady, 
whose maiden name was Lin, is the mother 
of the distinguished General Fang Yao and 
is in her eighty-second year. She has 
had six sons, forty grandsons, 121 great- 
grandsons and two great-great-grandsons. 
Her life has been one of singular purity and 
simplicity fully entitling her to the honour 
bestowed by law upon aged people of 
distinction.—Referred to the consideration 
of the Board of Rites. 


ROBBERY WITH VIOLENCE IN HUPEH. 


The Governor of Hupeh reports the rob- 
bery of a shop by a band of armed men. 
The crime was planned in the usual way. 
A few men met together at a tea-shop 
and talked over their straitened circum- 
stances. One of them suggested as a means 
of bettering their condition, that they 
should plunder a wealthy trading establish- 
ment in the neighbourhood known as the 
Tsai Yung Shéng. Mustering together to 
the number of thirteen, they proceeded 
armed with sticks and bludgeons to burst 
open the door of the shop and pillage the 
premises. The mother of the proprietor 
shouted for assistance but she was bound 
and her life threatened if she ventured to 
make a noise. The jewellery, money and 
other contents were carried off and dis- 
tributed amongst the thieves who then 
dispersed. Some of the missing articles 
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which had not been dispos d of were found 
in possession of one of the party and through 
him a clue was obtained for the arrest of a 
number of his confederates. Several of the 
culprits have been condemned to instant 
decapitation under the statute which pre- 
scribes this form of punishment to all 
principals and accessories in crimes of the 
kind. One who shared in the distribution 
of the plunder and was an accomplice in the 
crime, although he was not actually present 
at its commission, has been sentenced to 
banishment in Turkestan where he is to be 
the slave of the Government troops. The 
ringleader committed suicide in gaol and 
two or three of the prisoners are to be tried 
for previous offences before being finally 
dealt with. 

Referred to the consideration of the Board 
of Punishments. 


3rd May. 


SUPPRESSION OF SALT SMUGGLING IN 
KIANGSU. 


The Governor of Kiangsu states that 
the province bordering as it does upon the 
Lake districts and being conterminous with 
Shantung, Anhui, Chékiang, and Kiangsi 
has long been the resort of salt smugglers 
whose movements are perplexing in their 
suddenness and uncertainty. The year 
before last when he was honoured with an 
audience at Peking, the memorialist re- 
ceived instructions on the subject from the 
Emperor whose words made an indelible 
impression upon his mind. Last autumn 
he succeeded, with the assistance of the 
military authorities in capturing the ring- 
leader of the smuggling gang, and seeing 
that they were deprived of their head, the 
majority of his followers have taken to 
peaceable pursuits, some becoming field 
labourers, some adopting the army asa 
profession, while others have proved useful 
by turning informers. The result is that 
the sale of Government salt has been 
stimulated in proportion as the smuggling 
trade declined. 

4th May. 


DEEPENING OF THE WOWUSUNG RIVER. 


The Woosung river, says the Governor 
of Kiangsu, is the main water-way which 
irrigates all the region comprised in the 
Prefectures of Soochow, Sungkiang and 
T‘aits‘ang as well as a large strip forming 
the corner of the province of Chékiang. 
Nearly 60 years have passed since it was 
last cleared out by a Governor of the reign 
of Tao Kuang. 1t was deepened a little in 
1871 but nothing of any importance has 
since been dune to improve its course. 
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The heavy floods which occurred two years 
ago left the whole country under water and 
the silted state of the river rendered it 
impossible to minimise the disaster by 
draining it off. The subject has engaged 
the anxious thoughts of memorialist’s pre- 
decessors and the urgent necessity of the 
work has been represented to the throne 
in numerous State papers, but the mag- 
nitude of the task and the difficulty of 
raising the funds have unfortunately always 
prevented the project from assuming a 
practical shape. The frequency of floods 
in recent years rendered it imperative 
that this laissez-faire policy should be 
abandoned, especially as every year adds 
to the difticulty of the task. The Governor, 
therefore, determined to start the work, 
and as a preliminary measure commenced 


by clearing out the bed of the Yiintsso- 


River. An estimate of the expense was 
drawn up by the late Financial Commis- 
sioner, but it was found that with the most 
economical management, the funds in hand 
would fall far short of meeting the require- 
ments of the case. Under these circum- 
stances it was decided to employ the soldiers 
in carrying out a part of the work and as 
already reported, a commencement was 
made in the 10th moon of last year. The 
military and the people worked together in 
perfect harmony and although over 10,000 
people were engaged in the enterprise, no 
trouble of any kind occurred. From 
frequent visits which he paid to the locality, 
the memorialist is in a position to express 
a very favourable opinion upon the great 
improvement effected in the course of the 
River for a distance of 781i. Should the 
weather keep gvod and nothing happen to 
mar the present progress, it is confidently 
anticipated that the whole job will be 
finished by the end of the 3rd moon of the 
present year. The last great work of the 
kind in the reign of Tao Kuang cost the 
country Tls. 340,000, and although the 
cost of labour and living has been 
greatly enhanced in the interval, the 
expenditure on the present occasion will 
not exceed two thirds of the above sum. 
Th’s very satisfactory result the Governor 
attributes to the cordial co-operation which 
hehas received from his subordinates whose 
exertions and disinterested lvyalty will, he 


trusts, be duly acknowledged when the: 


enterprise has been carried to a successful 
completion. 
FIRES AT HANGCHOW AND TINGHAI. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports that 
a fire broke out in a populous quarter of 
Hangchow on the 26th of February last in 
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which over 60 chien of buildings were 
destroyed. Amongst them was the 
Chén-hai Lou, a religious structure dating 
back to the third century with which the 
safety of the city is intimately connected 
and which it is proposed to rebuild at the 
public cost. A still more disastrous fire 
occurred at Tinghai on the night of the 
10th of February last. Some 860 chien 
of house property were reduced to ashes, 
but fortunately there was no loss of life and 
no damage sustained by public buildings. 
The houses have for the most part been 
rebuilt and public confidence has been in 
a great measure restored. The Taotai at 
Ningpo, aided by the local gentry, administer- 
ed relief at his own expense to those of the 
sufferers who were left destitute. 


6th May. 
RETIREMENT OF THE GOVERNOR OF FORMOSA. 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan has been permitted, on 
the ground of ill health, to vacate his post as 
Governor of Formosa and also to retire 
from his duties as Assistant Director of the 
Board of Admiralty. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE OF NORTHERN 
‘SQUADRON. 

The Viceroy Listates that the allowance 
for petty expenses of the Ting-yuan and 
Chén-yuan, two vessels of the northern 
squadron, was originally fixed at Tls. 600 
each per month, whilethe Chi-yuan received 
only Tis. 400a month. When this arrange- 
ment was made it was understood that it was 
purely a provisional one and that the whole 
expenditure of the Fleet was subject to 
such revision as circumstances might render 
advisable. The Admiral of the Fleet, Ting 
Ju-ch‘ang, recently represented that the 
present allowance was quite inadequate to 
meet the expenditure and proved that he 
had been obliged during the last four years 
to supplement it by advancing Tls. 7,500 
out of his own pocket. The Viceroy, after 
examining the accounts, refunded him 
Tls. 4,370, and now submits an application 
in which he asks that an additional al- 
lowance of Tls. 150 a month may be granted 
to each of the three men-of-war mentioned 
above. By way of enforcing his application 
the Viceroy hints that unless the present 
expenditure is increased, the machinery 
and other gear of the vessels are certain 
to be ruined by neglect and rust.— Ap- 
proved by Rescript. 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang refers to a 
report which he has received from the 
Magistrate of Ts‘angchou respecting the 
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escape and re-capture of a prisoner who 
was in confinement under sentence of death 
for a capital offence. During the New 
Year’s festivities a lighted fire-cracker fell 
into the gaolof the Magistracy and set fire to 
a portion of the premises. The magistrate 
was absent at the time, but his assistant 
succeeded in extinguishing the flames. 
One of the prisoners took advantage of the 
confusion caused by the fire to effect his 
escape, and a watchman who climbed on 
the wall with a view of giving chase fell 
down and was killed. The prisoner was 
re-captured, butnot within the limit of time 
allowed by the law, and the Viceroy has 
had the assistant magistrate degraded and 
removed from his post for his carelessness 
in the matter. 


RIVER SYSTEM OF CHIHLI. 


The Viceroy of Chihli remarks that the 
distress which occurred last year in the 
province was felt most acutely in the 
Eastern portion comprising the districts of 
Wuch‘ing and Paoti. The cause of this 


lies in the very defective state of the river | 


system of these ports. The Féng river 
having received a rolling mass of water 
from the Yungting Ho suddenly burst its 
eastern bank and became silted up in the 
lower portion of its bed. Measures have 
been adopted for excavating the channel 
and for restoring the river to its original 
course. In the Paoti district the Ch‘ing- 
lungwan forms the channel for drain- 
ing off the surplus water of the Peiyiin 
river. Commencing at Mangchiashu in 
the Hsiangho district it traverses the 
district of Paoti until it empties into the 
sea at Ningho. This waterway has not 
been properly cleared out since 1730 and 
it is now silted up at every stage. Three 
years ago an attempt was made to excavate 
the bed, but owing to pressure of time 
and want of funds it was abandoned before 
it had made any progress During the 
almost unprecedented rains of last Autumn 
the current of the river spread wildly 
over the open country and did incalculable 
damage to the Paoti district. The river 
has been surveyed by a commission com- 
posed of an expectant officer and the Taotai 
of Tungchow who report that for the first 50 
li of its course it averages from 20 to 30 
chang in breadth and from five to seven 
feet in depth. Sandbanks have grown up 
in many places, the removal of which is 
absolutely necessary in order to give a free 
course to the water. For the last 60 li the 
bed of the river can scarcely be said tc 
exist as it contains only a foot or two of 








country. The Viceroy has been in con- 
sultation with the Commander-in-Chief of 
the province and with the General stationed 
at Tungchow, and they have decided upon 
employing the troops stationed at Lut‘ai 
and at Peit‘ang in the work of excavation. 
With them will be associated a number of 
labourers recruited from the distressed 
districts to whom wages will be paid out of 
the funds collected for famine relief pur- 
poses. 


REPAIRS TO THE YUNGTING RIVER. 


The lower part of the Yungting river 
has, the Viceroy Li reports, become so 
completely silted up that, during the rains of 
last Autumn, it spread over the country in 
an open sea. The overflow poured into 
the Peiyiin river and not only seriously 
prejudiced the conveyance of the Govern- 
ment grain, but proved disastrous to the 
crops of the adjacent country. The remedy 
suggested by a commission appointed to 
report on the river, is the excavation 
of a subsidiary channel for a distance of 14 
lito communicate with the Tach ‘ing river. 
This, while giving a free outlet to the 
surplus water of the Yungting, will con- 
duce greatly to the safety of the Féngho 
and the Peiyiin, buth of which are now in 
avery critical condition. It is intended 
to employ the famine refugees on the work 
and to have it completed before the 
summer freshets set in. 


6th May. 
No papers of importance. 


7th May. 
REBEL MOVEMENT IN HUNAN. 


The Governor of Hunan reports the arrest 
and punishment of twenty-five of the rebels 
who took part in the rising in Lichou, 
particulars of which have appeared: in 
previous issues of the Gazette. The 
movement, which assumed formidable pro- 
portions, failed owing to some misunder- 
standing about the place of meeting. 
Composed of over 500 adherents who had 
a large quantity of arms, ammunition, 
boats and other equipments at their dis- 
posal, the confederacy burnt and plundered 
the surrounding country, but was obliged 
to break up in confusion when confronted 
with the Government troops. The ring- 
leaders were summarily decapitated, and 
a number of others whose connection with 
the movement was less close were banished 
to unhealthy districts on the frontier of 


water and is higher than the surrounding ! Yiinnan. 
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OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


The Governor of Honan reports that 

ending the arrival of Ch‘ang Lu, the new 
Fadicial Commissioner, he has conferred 
the acting appointment upon Yin Pao, the 
Intendant of the K‘ai, Kuei, Ch‘én, Hsii 
circuit, and that the latter’s place will be 
temporarily filled by the Prefect of K ‘ai- 
féng Fu whose name is Wu Chung-huei. 


8th May. 
No papers of interest. 


9th May. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Shao Yu-lien is appointed Governor of 
Fukien and T‘aiwan. Until he arrives Shen 
Ying-k‘uei is appointed to act in his stead, 

A grandson of T‘an Chung-lin at pre- 
sent holding a certificate as honorary 
licentiate is as a mark of favour to be 
employed as Second Class Secretary to a 
Board. 


RETIREMENT INTO MOURNING, 


The Literary Chancellor of Honan having 
to go into mourning for his father, Shao 
Sung-nien has been deputed to take his 
place. 


MURDER CASE IN KUANGSI. 


A man named Wei Yun-hsiang belong- 
ing to Yungningchow and living not far 
from his father’s eldest brother, Wei T‘ien- 
jen, got into pecuniary difficulties and was 
very persistently dunned by his creditors. 
Not having the wherewithal to settle their 
claims and getting no peace, he hit upon 
the idea of borrowing two ploughing oxen 
belonging to his uncle and by selling 
them obtaining money to discharge his 
liabilities. On the 28th of September last 
he accordingly went to his uncle and, 
alleging that he wanted to do a day’s 
plonghing, got a loan of the two oxen, which 
he promptly drove off to a farm where he 
sold them for fourteen strings of cash. He 
was thus enabled to satisfy his creditors, 
but fear of his uncle kept him from going 
home that night. The uncle in the mean- 
time, seeing that the day was drawing to a 
close and there were no signs of his cattle 
returning, went round to have a talk with 
his nephew on the subject. As was to 
be expected he did not find the latter 
at home and proceeded to interrogate Wei 
Yun’s younger brother Lao-yen, as to what 
had become of the oxen. The boy of course 
denied all knowledge of the affair, where- 
upon T‘ien-jen called him a cattle stealer 
and rogue and began to beat him. In his 
atruggle to get away Lao-yen tripped over a 
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stone and was completely at the other’s 
mercy. Seeing this, his uncle took up a 
knife that was lying on the table and 
wounded him in the calf of his left leg, 
in addition to cutting his right ankle. 
When Yiin-hsiang returned the next day 
he was of course informed of this occur- 
rence, which resulted in his going to see 
his uncle with a view to pointing out to him 
the unreasonableness of his conduct and 
getting him to pay medical expenses. The 
uncle would not listen to what he had to 
say, and taking up a knife said he would 
kill him then and there, whereupon Yiin- 
hsiang beat a hasty retreat. Later on, 
thinking over the matter and reflecting 
that his brother had been wounded and he 
himself insulted, and further that his uncle 
would doubtless seek to recover the value 
of his oxen, he came to the conclusion that 
the best way to avoid future calamities 
would be kill his uncle. Some twelve days 
later he was sitting on the road having a 
chat with a friend of his, Wei Ching-ch‘un, 
who although of the same name was 
no relation. To him he related the whole 
story and promised him twenty strings of 
cash if he would assist him to obtain his 
revenge, to which proposal Ching-ch‘un 
agreed. Now Yiin-hsiang knew that his 
uncle, being an old man and a light sleeper, 
was inthe habit of sitting up by himself 
until a late hour of the night, and that the 
room he usually sat in had a window looking 
out on the public street. Ching-ch‘un was 
the possessor of an old blunderbuss,and they 
agreed to shoot T‘ien-jen through this 
window. The following night the gun was 
duly loaded and the two crept round to 
T‘ien-jen’s window. Yiin-hsiang made a 
hole in the paper and by the light of a 
lamp discerned his uncle sitting alone at a 
table immediately underneath the window. 
He then made away for Ching-ch‘un who, 
taking an accurate aim,shot T‘ien-jen full in 
thechest, whereupon they took totheir heels. 


' Tien-jen’s wife, who was sound asleep in 


a back room, roused by the noise at once 
jumped up and seeing her husband lying on 
the floor rushed to the door, but could find 
no traces of the perpetrators of the deed. 
She was aware, however, of the quarrel about 
the oxen, and forthwith lodged a charge 
with the District Magistrate which led to 
the arrest of the accused. Their guilt has 
been clearly established, and as the penalty 
laid down in the code for murder by a 
gene of one of his ean jae i; 
a ee of mourning is death by ling 
Quik, and for the accomplice of such a 
murderer death by strangulation, memori- 
alist would ask for permission to at once 


carry this sentence into effect.—Let the 
Board of Punishments consider and report 
without delay. 


10th May. 
DUTIES AT KALGAN. 


The Superintendent of Customs at Kal- 
gan is returning to the capital on the ex- 
piry of his term of office. He reports a 
deficit on the supplementary duties to be 
collected and asks that the proportion of it 
that he will have to make good may be 
reduced. The Tis. 3,886 he has collected 
of these supplementary duties are to be / 
handed over to the Kuang Ch‘u-ssu (Trea- 
sury of the Privy Purse) and his request 
is referred to the Board of Revenue for 
consideration. 

No further documents of interest. 


11th May. 
IMPERIAL EDICT, 


Li Hung-chang reports the death of the 
former General of the Ta Tung (Shansi) 
Brigade, Chang Shu-p‘ing, and asks that 
some posthumous honours be conferred on 
him in consideration of his valuable services 
against the rebels during the reigns of 
Hsien Feng and T‘ung Chih. It is hereby 
decreed that his deeds of valour be recorded 
in the state records, that a special shrine 
be erected in his honour in the provincial 


capital of Shansi, and that his name be ; 


inscribed in the chapels of the Huai Chin 
throughout the Provinces. 
No further documents of interest. 


12th May. 
APPOINTMENT. 

Chih Peng is appointed Intendant in 
charge of the courier stations throughout 
Fengt‘ien. 

REPAIRS TO THE IMPERIAL TOMBS, MOUKDEN. 

Huai Ta-pu, Vice-President of the Mouk- 
den Board of Rites, hands in estimates he 
has drawn up for the repairs that have to 
be executed at the Imperial tombs. The 
sum required is some Tls. 12,000 and he 
asks that he may receive this in full. 


13th May. 
No documents of interest. 


14th May. 
MILITARY MATTERS IN YUNNAN. 

Wang Wen-shao, the Governor-General 
of the Yiin-kuei, asks for permission to 
degrade and try a major who has been 
found guilty of embezzling money belong- 
ing to a woman named Nieh. 

He also brings forward two cases of small 
military officials having been appointed to 
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posts within 500 li of their native places 
and who on that account must be transfer- 


red. 
15th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Tsai-ying being now in mourning, the 
temporary charge of the Bordered Yellow 
Banner will devolve on Shih-to (Prince Li). 
His place as Chamberlain of the Guard 
(Bordered White Banner) will by taken by 
I-mo. 

, ILLNESS OF LIU MING-CH‘UAN. 
‘Liu Ming-ch‘uan reports the expiry of 
this extended leave, but regrets that the 
state of his health is in nowise improved. 
The malady grows worse day by day, and in 
addition his eyesight is failing him, so that 
he cannot distinguish people even a short 
distance off. Good medical advice is ex- 
tremely difficult to obtain, and he would 


renew his request to be allowed to return . 


home and' vacate his post. Should he 
recover as he hopes to do, he will gladly 
place his poor services again at the disposal 
of the State and endeavour to show himself 
grateful for the many tokens of Imperial 
favour he has received. Moreover, Formosa 
having been newly made a province, it is 
essential that a strong man should be at the 
head of affairs. Were he in his usual health 
he fears he is hardly equal to the task, but 
in his present weak and enfeebled condi- 
tion he is quite unable to do what is re- 


| quired of him.—Decree will follow. 





| 


EXAMINATIONS IN SZECHUAN, 


The Tartar-General at Ch‘engtu reports 
the preliminary examinations of Manchu 


+ student interpreters who want to qualify 


for their autumn Hsiut‘sai Examination. 
There were one hundred and twenty-six 
to fill six vacancies, to which those who 
distinguished themselves were appointed. 
An examination was also held of thirty six 
former years’ students, making a total of 
forty two, who, if their antecedents are all 
foundin order, will compete inthe autumn. 


16th May. 
DEFICIT IN THE PEKING GRANARIES. 


In a Decree issued to-day the Emperor 
acknowledges the receipt of a memorial 
drawn up by Kuei Héng and Hsii Ying- 
k‘uei, in conjunction with the authorities 
of the Board of Revenue, on the subject of 
the charges brought against the Superin- 
tendents of the Peking granaries by the 
Censor Hung Liang-p‘in. The Superin- 
tendents areacquitted of most of the graver 
charges, but are held to have shown great 
remissness in not discovering the abuses 
practised by the underlings connected with 
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the granaries, and not reporting the extent 
of the dilapidation into which the buildings 
chave fallen. For this and other short- 
comings, Hsing Lien and Yu Po-ch‘wan, 
the two incriminated officials, are handed 
over to the Board for the award of a severe 
penalty. The various suggestions offered 
by the memorialists for the reform of the 
-entire system have received the Imperial 
‘approval and are to be given effect to. 


EXPENDITURE UPON YELLOW RIVER IN 
SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung submits a 
memorial in which he protests against a 
decision of the Board of Revenue reducing 
the amount required for taking precaution- 
-ary measures against freshets in the Yellow 
River during the present year. Up to 
1886, the Governor explains, the course of 
the river in Shantung had not become 
completely silted up, and the state of things 
rendered it possible to keep the annual ex- 
-penditure within the fixed limit of Ts. 
400,000. After the breach at Chéng Chou 
occurred, the Shantung portion of the 
river’s bed became completely dry, and 
when the water was diverted back into 
its original course, the river was higher 
thanthe surrounding country, and embank- 
ments had to be constructed on a large 
scale to provide for its safety. During the 
last two years the memorialist, finding it 
impossible to restrict the expenditure with- 
in the prescribed limit, applied for and 
received an additional grant of Tls. 200,000 
a year. Even this, however, failed to cover 
the cost of the work, and before drawing 
up his estimates for this year, he asked 
the Superintendents to furnish him with 
statements of the expenditure which pre- 
cautions against the freshets would prob- 
ably entail in each section of the river. 
The Board itself has recognised the 
difficulty of the subject when, in its me- 
morial, it admits that the state of the 
river is so uncertain as to render any 
forecast of the expenditure almost an im- 
possibility. One thing, however, is cer- 
tain. If last year’s amount, including the 
additional grant, was insufficient, this 
year’s would be still more so, if it is res- 
tricted to the sum originally allotted 
for the purpose. Honan furnishes an 
illustration of the expediency of increas- 
ing the fixed allowance. In former years 
the grant for precautions against freshets 
in that province was only Tls. 200,000, 
but at the instance of Tséng Kuo-ch ‘ian 
and his successors in the office of Director- 
General, it was gradually raised until it 
reached its present figure—Tls. 600,000 a 
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year, which is exclusive of the pay of the 
large body of troops employed on river 
service. The Governor concludes by asking 
that the Board may be directed to recon- 
sider their decision and award him the sum 
for which he originally applied.—Rescript : 
Let the Board consider the question without 
delay. 


17th May. 
RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF A TAOTAL. 


The acting Viceroy of the Two Kiang, 
Shén Ping-ch‘éng, submits a strong recom- 
mendation in favour of Li Ching-hsi, a 
nephew of the Viceroy Li Hung-chang, 
who was formerly Taotai of the Yung Ning 
Circuit in Szechuan and has been living 
in mourning for some time past at his 
native place in Anhui. The immediate 
grounds on which the Taotai is recom- 
mended to the Imperial notice at pre- 
sent rest upon a donation of Tls. 10,000 
which he subscribed towards the relief of 
the distress recently prevailing in the 
North, but the memorialist takes advant- 
age of the opportunity to dwell at great 
length upon his previous services in Sze- 
chuan, where he seems to have established 
a reputation for great benevolence and 
administrative ability. Liu Ping-chang, the 
Viceroy of Szechuan, is said to have form- 
ed a very high opinion of his subordinate, 
and in the memorialist’s estimation there 
are very few officers of his standingintheem- 
pire to be compared with Taotai Li in ability, 
experience ard all the numerous qualities 
which constitute a statesman’s character. 
The memorialist concludes by suggesting 
that instead of being kept waiting his turn 
for ofticial employment when his term of 
mourning expires, the Taotai should be 
nominated to some post by special Im- 
perial Decree.—Rescript : We command that 
as soon as his term of mourning is complet- 
ed Li Ching-hsi may have his name placed 
on record for appointment to the oftice of 
Taotai. 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS SERVING ABROAD. 


Ts‘ui Kuo-yin, Chinese Minister to 
the United States, Spain and Peru, sub- 
mits an application for the bestowal of 
various forms of reward among a number of 
officers attached to his staff who have com- 
pleted a term of three years’ service abroad. 
Amongst those mentioned are Liu Fu- 
ch‘ien, an agent stationed in Peru, and an 
interpreter named Yang Jung-chung, both 
of whom have been abroad for a long time 
and have served with uniform diligence 
and zeal. Another officer, whose zeal is 
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highly commended, is a foreigner of the 
name of K‘o-tun attached to the Legation 
in Madrid. 


REWARDS FOR COLLECTING FAMINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


The Acting Viceroy at Nanking states that 
a year or two ago when Kiangsu and Ché- 
kiang were suffering from distress, the 
Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘uan addressed 
circulars to all his subordinates, urging 
them to solicit subscriptions. This request 
was warmly responded to, and even the 
provinces of Kuangsi and Shensi, although 
situated on the distant frontier, remitted a 
sum of no less than Tis. 100,000. This 
result is due in no small measure to the 
exertions of Chang Lieu-kuei and T‘ao- 
mo, the respective Lieutenant Governors of 
these two provinces. Shén Néng-hu, an ex- 
tant Taotai in the offices of the China 
erchants’ Co. at Shanghai, who possesses 
an intimate acquaintance with foreign mat- 
ters, was instrumental in raising over Tls. 
100,000, and Tis. 200,000 were collected by 
Wu Pang-ch‘i, an expectant Taotai on the 
Kiangsu establishment, who, being a native 
of Canton, was in a position to exercise 
great influence over the gentry of his native 
place. Another officer who rendered most 
valuable service in connection with famine 
relief is Chou-kao, the Prefect of Nan-an 
Fu in Kiangsi. The memorialist suggests 
that Chang Lien-kuei and Tao-mo should 
each receive a button of the first class and 
that the other three officers should be 
formally introduced at Court. 


18th May. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF A TAOTAI 
FOR COLLECTING FAMINE SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Hu Chia-chén, an expectant Taotai on 
the Kiangsu establishment, is recommended 
to the favourable notice of the Throne for 
the activity he has displayed in raising 
funds for the relief of the distress which 
has prevailed in several provinces in recent 
years. A year or two ago he collected Tis. 
120,000 for Anhui and Kiangsu, and more 
fecently he raised a sum of Tis. 130,000 for 
Chékiang. His generosity is to be rewarded 
by being granted an introduction at Court. 


19th May. 


REPAIRS TO THE PASS LEADING UP To THE 
GREAT WALL, 

The Viceroy Li Hung-chang states that 
the Pass leading from Nank‘ou through 
Chiiyung Kuan up to the Great Wall is 
one of the great thoroughfares connecting 
Peking with Mongolia and the Northern 


Google 





parts of the Empire. The mountainous. 


region in this vicinity was regarded by 


former dynasties as a barrier against. 


invasion, but under the enlightened 
influence of the present reigning family, 
a closer connection has been main- 
tained with the vast extent of country 
lying beyond the Wall. As a consequence, 
the Pass is largely frequented by Mongo- 
lian Princes and tribute missions visiting 
Peking, while it is also the main route for 
the conveyance of mails and Government 
supplies to the border country on the North 
and North-west part of the Empire. For 
more than two hundred years it has never 
received any repairs on a large scale. 
Running for a distance of 45 li through an 
overhanging mass of high hills and pre- 
cipitous cliffs, it became in summer and 
autumn a raging torrent and in winter 
was a succession of frozen sheets of 
water which often proved fatal to 
man and beast. The pass came to be 
regarded with such dread by all tra- 
vellers that some improvement in _ its 
condition was viewed as an absolute neces- 
sity. The great difficulty was the question 
of expense. Chihli being a province whose 
exchequer shows an annual deficit, no 
assistance was to be expected from public 
funds. Four years ago a conference of the 
district officers was held and amongst those 
present were the Prefect of Hsiianhua, 
the Sub-Prefect of Yénch‘ing and the 
Magistrate of Huailai. Extensive inquiries 
were made amongst the elders and 
gentry of the neighbourhood, with the 
result that public opinion was clearly 
shown to be in favour of levying a con- 
tribution on passing animals for the repair 
of the Pass. Offices were accordingly 
established and a toll of from two to ten 
cash was collected upon all camels, mules, 
oxen, horses, donkeys, and other animals 
passing up and down. Exception was, 
however, made in favour of horses on 
government service returning without a 
load, as also of all beasts of burden carrying 
firewood or agricultural implements. The 
length of the Pass was measured and found 
tobe6,730 chang from Tungpotzii to Langwo. 
Having regard to the large quantity of 
stone and other materials required for such 
a vast work, it was soon found that the 
proceeds of the contributions from baggage 
animals were not large enough to warrant 
its being all undertaken at once, and it was 
therefore thought advisable to carry it on 
gradually in sections. A commencement 
was made with Pa-ta Ling, which stood 
most in need of repair, and fortunately the 
local authorities were able to count upon 
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the advice and support of an influential 
person named Hu-yung who, having been 
an expectant Taotai in Hupeh, was liv- 
ing in retirement in his native place at 
Yen-ch ‘ing and had a special knowledge of 
the locality. It was not very long until 
the Pass was reduced to a fairly level con- 
dition suitable for cart traffic, and then 
the contributions were considerably increas- 
ed by imposing a levy upon vehicles. The 
work that remained to be done was still 
enormous. Hollows had to be filled up, 
heights had to be levelled down, and in 
some places a long détour had to be made and 
an entirely new road constructed. From the 
24th July 1887 to the 9th of March 1891 
the tax stations raised 29,160 strings of 
cash, and a further sum of Tls. 600 was 
subscribed by the gentry and merchants of 
the neighbourhood. After deducting all 
expenses, there remains a balance of 3,500 
strings of cash ‘and Tls. 600. This would 
be quite inadequate to defray the cost of 
keeping the Pass in proper repair ; and to 
meet this outlay, it is proposed to continue 
the levy upon animals for several years 
until the proceeds reach the sum of Tls, 
10,000, when it will be discontinued. Simi- 
larly, the tax upon vehicles will be con- 
tinued until Tis. 5,000 have been collected. 
Both of these sums will be placed out 
at interest and applied to keeping the 
road in good repair. The Viceroy concludes 
by recommending for various forms of 
rewards a number of officials to whose 
exertions it is due that a Pass which a few 
years ago scarcely afforded a foothold for 
animals of any kind should now be a 
thoroughfare for carts and traffic of every 
kind.— Approved by Rescript. 


20th May. 
DISTURBANCE IN CHIHLI. 

The Viceroy Li describes with consider- 
able minuteness the particulars of a riot 
which occurred in the Jungch‘éng district 
in connection with the distribution of re- 
lief. Owing to the heavy rains of last , 
summer, the Tach ‘ing river burst its banks 
and inundated the surrounding coun- 
try. Highty-nine villages in the Jung- 
ch‘éng district became applicants for re- 
lief and their petitions were duly heard 
and dealt with according to the circum- 
stances of each case. Amongst the rest 
was the hamlet of Uangkuo whose applica- 
tion was rejected on the ground that the 
failure of the crops there did not extend to 
the 30 per cent. which established a claim 
to favourable consideration. One of the 
gentry of the place, a man named Chu Kuo- 
ting, gathered a following and threatened to 
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seize the grain in the magistrate’s yamén 
unless relief was administered. He suc- 
ceeded in making his escape, but several of 
his accomplices were arrested and tried for 
attempting to coerce the authorities. They 
have been sentenced to 100 blows each, 
and banishment for a term of three years. 
The magistrate, although held to have 
acted properly in the instance under re- 
view, is found to be a man of poor parts 
who commands but little respect, and he 
has accordingly been removed from his post. 


21st May. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Shan-lien is gazetted Intendant of the 
Féng-t‘ien-chin-hai Circuit (Taotai at New- 
chwang): MHsiang-lin and Hsii Ying-k‘uei 
have been appointed Directors of the Pek- 
ing Granaries in succession to Yu Po-ch‘uan 
and Hsing-lien who have been degraded 
for the abuses recently brought to light in 
connection with these establishments. 


FIRE ONE OF THE GRANARIES. 


A Decree published to-day notices a fire 
which occurred some days ago in the T‘ai- 
p‘ing granary. The official report attribut- 
ed the occurrence to accident, but the 
Emperor considers it perfectly certain that 
the negligence and dishonesty of the granary 
servants are at the bottom of the affair. 
A rigorous investigation has been ordered, 
and as a preparatory measure, a number of 
the underlings have been handed over to 
the Board of Punishments. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO THE LATE VICEROY, 
TS‘EN YU-YING. 


The Governor of Kuangsi submits a 
petition which he has received from a 
number of influential residents in the Pre- 
fecture of Ssti-ch ‘éng praying for permission 
to erect temples to Ts‘én Yii-ying, the 
late Viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichow. 
The deceased, who was a native of the 
district, was quietly pursuing his studies 
when the Taiping rebellion broke out in 
the early years of the reign of Hsien Féng. 
The rebels first attacked the town of Shih- 
tsung and subsequently made frequent 
assaults upon Ling-yiin, Lung-hsi and 
other places. The people from having been 
inured to a long period of peace were quite 
unprepared to offer any formidable resist- 
ance and were thrown into a state of the 
utmost consternation. The magistrate was 
already aware of the prowess and ability 
of the young Ts‘én and placed him in com- 
mand of the local militia. Ts‘én main- 
tained the force all through the war at his 
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own expense and made himself entirely re- 
sponsible for the safety of the Lao Ch‘ung- 
kuang. He was given the rank of Assistant 
Magistrate and from his humble position 
he gradually rose until he became Viceroy 
of two important provinces. Temples have 
already been erected to his memory in the 
capitals of Yiinnan and Kueichow and it is 
asked that permission may be granted to 
construct similar memorials to him at 
several places within his native Prefecture. 
—Granted by Rescript. 


22nd May. 


ARRANGEMENTS OF REVIEW OF NORTHERN 
AND SOUTHERN FLEETS. 

Some time ago the Board of Admiralty 
in Peking decided that a joint review of 
the Northern and Southern squadrons 
should be held in the north every spring. 
As Li Ch‘éng-mou, the Admiral of the 
Yangtze, was unable to leave his post, a 
Commodore was appointed every year to 
take charge of the Southern fleet during 
the evolutions. This post has hitherto 
been conferred upon Wu An-k ‘ang, Captain 
of the Huan-t‘ai, but it is now proposed 
that Kuo Pao-ch‘ang should undertake the 
duties connected with the review and be 
invested with the rank of Commander-in- 
chief. In order to bring the arrangement 
of the Southern squadron more into 
harmony with that of the Northern, it has 
been decided to make two divisions of the 
six sea-going men-of-war which compose 
it, and to place each of them under the 
control of an officer of high rank. Admiral 
Yiian Chiu-kao will be in charge of the 
Nan-shén, the Ching-ch‘ing and the Paomin, 
while the supreme command of the three 
other vessels will devolve upon Captain 
Wu An-kang. 


23rd May. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
P‘an Chung-lin is appointed Senior Vice- 


President of the Board of Civil Office with 
Brevet rank as President of a Board. 


DECREE. 


Duke Féng wishes to be relieved of his 
official duties on account of illness and has 
requested that his emoluments may cease to 
be paid him. We hereby allow him to lay 
down the discharge of his duties but as a 
mark of favour will continue to pay him 
half salary. 


HONOURS TO ANCIENT WORTHIES. 

Ma P‘ei-yao, the Governor of Kuangsi, 
takes up the cause of several ancient heroes 
whose memories he fears have become 
obscured through lapse of time, and requests 
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that their names be included in the official 
list of those to whose memory sacrifices 
are offered in the spring and autumn. 
The reward of meritorious service he states 
is a fulfilment of the people’s hopes and an 
incentive to posterity. On the right of the 
Literary Chancellor's Yamén in the pro- 
vincial capital there is a shrine in memory 
of a distinguished officer of the Yiian 
dynasty named Ngo Er-chino which was 
formerly falsely supposed to have been 
erected in honour of Yeh Erh-chini. 

The spirit of the deceased has always 
been successfully invoked when the land 
was suffering from drought or excessive 
rain, and annually on the 26th of the 2nd 
moon, the natal day of the hero, sacrifices 
are offered up by the gentry and people 
on a larger scale than at other shrines. 
Hitherto the Literary Chancellor only has 
been in the habit of burning incense 
at this shrine on arrival at his post, 
but it is not down on the official list. 
Memorialist and the Literary Chancellor 
have carefully made research in the Chroni- 
cles of the Yiian dynasty and other his- 
torical works and have brought to light 
the following particulars. In 1364 Ngo 
Kch-chino was appointed to Kuangsi at the 
time when the ‘‘ red turbans ” were infest- 
ing Hunan and making their influence 
felt in the neighbouring province. Ngo 
invested all his salary in the purchase of 
salt and the interest from such invest- 
ments enabled him to carry on works of 
fortification and lay the basis of the present 
city of Kueilin. Not only that; he built a 
temple in honour of Confucius and by all 
means in his power endeavoured to spread 
education amongst the people. Wher- 
ever there was any distress, he was there 
to relieve it, and if any work of public 
utility was to be undertaken he was 
sure to carry it out. When Hungwu sent 
his troops to occupy Kuangsi he met 
with a most determined resistance on the 
part of Ngo who held the provincial capital 
for two months notwithstanding the fact 
that the neighbouring cities were all taken. 
When at last the city fell he was sent under 
escort to Nanking where he was put to death 
preserving to the end his unstained honour. 
The founder of the Ming dynasty is reported 
to have said that Wang Pao-pao was a man 
amongst ten thousand whom he could not 
secure unto himself, but the same remark 
might with equal propriety have been 
applied to Ngo. His name after the lapse 
of centuries still lives in the South and his 
memory is lovingly cherished by the people. 
It has constantly happened that during the 
present dynasty the services rendered to the 
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State during the Ming dynasty have received 
recognition and in a case such as this, 
memorialist ventures to suggest that the 
shrine of Ngo should be placed on the 
official list of those temples at which the 
local officials are directed to burn incense 
every spring and autumn. 

Another case memorialist would bring for- 
ward is that of an officer of the T’ang dy- 
nasty, Liu Tsung-yiian, who about 806 A.D. 
was magistrate of Liuchowand who rendered 
great service in civilising the rude inhabi- 
tants of these regions by inculcating prin- 
ciples of virtue and filial piety, introducing 
proper marriage and burial ceremonies 
and fostering the spread of education. 
During life he was a pattern of noble 
virtue and after death he continued to 
shower favours on the people by the 
exercise of supernatural powers. Chao Pien 
who about 1041 was District Magistrate 
of Ichou likewise conferred great benefits 
on the people; when he played on the 
guitar the birds of the air followed him 
and on praying heaven to deliver his dis- 
trict from a plague of locusts, the latter at 
once fell into the water and were drowned. 

Memorialist cites the names of one or two 
other ancient worthies and asks that, as 
the gentry of Liuchow and Ch‘ingyiian 
are willing to erect shrines in their honour, 
the local officials be instructed to perform 
sacrificial rites at these shrines every spring 
and autumn.—Let the Board of Rites con- 
sider and report. 


24th May. 
DEATH OF A BRIGADE-GENERAL. 


Li Hung-chang reports the death of 
Chang Shu-p‘ing, General of the Ta T‘ung 
Brigade, Shansi. The deceased was a native 
of Hofei hsien, Anhui, and a brother of the 
late Governor-General of the Liang Kuang, 
Chang Shu-sheng. He greatly distinguished 
himself whilst acting under memorialist on 
the lower Yangtze against the Taipings. 
Afterwards when promoted to Shansi he 
specially distinguished himself by his 
prudence in connection with the famine. 
Foreseeing what was likely to happen, he 
was enabled to purchase 10,000 piculs of 
rice for the use of his troops at the ordinary 
rate, and when afterwards the price of 
grain rose to over Tls. 40 a picul he was 
in a position to supply his soldiers at the 
rate at which he purchased. What they 
did not require he sold to the people on 
the same turns and was most active in 
devising means for affording assistance to 
the famine-stricken districts. 

In consideration of the fact that his 
most splendid services were rendered in 
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Shansi and that at the time of his death 
he was stationed there, memorialist would 
crave permission for a special shrine to be 
erected there in his honour.—Separate 
Decree will be published (for which see 
Gazette 11th May). 


METEOROLOGICAL. 


A rainfall of an inch and more is reported 
in the capital. 


25th May. 


CASE OF FORCIBLE ABDUCTION. 


Yi Lu, Military Governor of Shengching, 
reports the following case of abduction on 
the part of a bannerman and an Imperial 
clansman. 

Ho Wan-pao, a bannerman attached to 
the Imperial tombs, in the second year of 
Kuang Hsii being much pressed for money 
sold his wife Wu Shih to a Chinaman named 
Sung K‘un for 400 strings of cash. He 
executed a deed of sale and of divorce, 
employing as go-between an Imperial 
clansman named Heng Fu. In the 12th 
year of Kuang Usii, being again in an 
impecunious condition, he attempted to 
extort money from Sung K‘un. The latter 
eventually agreed to pay him 30 strings of 
cash, but made him give a bond that he 
would make no further demands. Never- 
theless in the autumn of last year Ho 
Wan-pao a second time applied to him for 
money, and on Sung K‘un’s turning a deaf 
ear to this request, Ho went to Heng Fu, 
told him his story and asked him to aid 
him in an attempt to carry off his former 
wife during the night. He said that 
having borne Sung K‘un a daughter, the 
latter would be sure to ransom her and 
whatever sum he got he would share with 
him. Heng Fu agreed and that night 
they and some eight other men and women 
armed with knives and staves broke into 
Sung K‘un’s house, carried off Wu Shih, and 
concealed her with a relative of Heng Fu’s 
outside the city. Sung K‘un forthwith 
lodged a complaint which led to the arrest 
and trial of Ho Wan-pao and Heng Fu. For 
the crime of forcible abduction the former 
ought to be sentenced to slavery on the 
Amoor, but in accordance with a later 
enactment he has been sentenced to trans- 
portation to the remote malarial confines 
of Yiinnan and Kuangsi. His name has 
been struck off the banner roll and his face 
been branded with the characters ‘‘ Kai-fa” 
(signifying that his place of banishment has 
been changed.) The lesser offence of sell- 
ing his wife having been perpetrated prior 
to various Acts of Grace need not be 
gone into. The sentence Heng Fu has 


incurred is one hundred blows and trans- 
portation to a distance of 3,000 li. All 
Imperial clansmen, however, who would 
come under such a sentence have their 
punishment commuted to two years’ solitary 
confinement in addition to thirty blows 
with the heavy bamboo. They are likewise 
deprived of their button. Memorialist 
accordingly submits a sentence in accord- 
ance with these provisions for the con- 
sideration of the Board of Punishments 
and the Imperial Clan Court. 

Sung K‘un and Wu Shih, the woman he 
married, ought properly speaking each to 
receive one hundred blows, but several Acts 
of Grace having since been passed they are 
entitled to a free pardon. As Wu Shih has 
no home to which to return it has been 
decreed that she still live with Sung K‘un, 
more especially as she has borne him a 
daughter. ‘Ihe price he paid for her ought 
to be recovered and paid into Court but 
this has not been pressed.—Let the Yamén 
consider and report. 


26th May. 
IMPERIAL EDICT. 
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on the 4th of June and spending a few days 
there after which she will return to the 
Palace. 

After the many years of hard toil from 
morn till eve that Her Majesty has gone 
through it affords Us the greatest pleasure 
to think that she will now enjoy her ease 
and be able to have a change. The various 
arrangements necessary to be made will be 
diligently carried out by the Yaméns con- 
cerned. On the 4th and 7th of June no 
public business will be transacted. 


EXTENSION OF VACANCIES IN THE PROVIN- 
CIAL EXAMINATIONS, SZECHUAN. 


Liu Ping-chang refers to the regulations 
drawn up by the Board of Revenue stating 
that whenever a province subscribes Tls. 
300,000 it shall be entitled for one year 
to have one vacancy added to the regula- 
tion number of vacancies to be competed 
for at the Civil and Military Examinations. 
In Szechuan funds are raised for the relief 
of other provinces by two means ; public 


| subscription and ‘‘Chingtieh” which is a 


Although since the beginning of summer ' 


there has been a slight fall of rain in the 
Metropolitan District, yet the country still 
cries out for more. We are greatly moved 
by this state of things and propose in 
consequence on the 28th to personally 
burn incense at the Ta-kao-tien. 

The appointment of high officers of 
state to proceed to other shrines on the 
Emperor's behalf is likewise announced. 


27th May. 
IMPERIAL EDICT. 

The Grand Council of State has received 
the following instructions from the Em- 
peror in person :— 

‘On the 4th of June Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager will proceed to the Iho 
Gardens (Yiian Ming Yitan). On that day 
We will precede her thither and on our 
knees be ready to receive her. The princes 


and high officers of State will in full court | 


dress at each of the three Palace gates on 
their knees be present at her departure. 
We ourselves will on the same day return 
to the Huafang Chai. On the 7th of June 
the day of Her Majesty’s return the princes 
and high officers will as before await her 
arrival. 

2. Some time ago We gave instructions 
directing the repair of the buildings in the 
Tho Gardens for the use of Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager. Now that these repairs 
are almost completed Her Majesty has 
signified her intention of proceeding thither 
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sort of land tax assessed at so much per 
mow. This latter for the three years 
Kuang Hsii XII, XIII and XIV was the 
means of raising Tls. 1,775,297 to which 


; must be added subscriptions to the amount 
; of Tis. 2,885,724 making a grand total of 





some Tls. 4,661,021. This total is made up 
of a series of small sums none of which were 
large enough to justify special application 
for rewards being made. Calculated on 


' the basis laid down in the regulations this 


would entitle the province to an increase 
of fifteen vacancies at the military and 
civil examinations to be held this autumn 
and memorialist would ask that the Board 
be instructed to consider the matter and 
give its assent in order that scholars may 


i beencouraged. Thesurplus amount of Tls. 


160,000 will not be allowed to count in any 
computation made hereafter. — Let the 
Board of Rites consider and report. 


CAPTURE OF BRIGANDS. 


Ch‘ang Shun reports the capture of seven 
of a band of twelve mounted highwaymen 
who in January attacked and robbed some 
carts of Government treasure (v. Gazette of 
March 20th). Fifty-nine ingots and 732 
taels of broken silver were recovered 
together with some harness that had been 
carried off. The culprits made a full con- 
fession and were at once put to death, their 
heads being sent to the place where the 
robbery was committed t» be exhibited 
there as a warning to others. Memorialist 
asks that the various officers who were 
degraded onaccountof this affair be restored 
to their original rank seeing that they have 
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made amends for their former carelessness 
by thus speedily arresting the offenders and 
recovering so much of the stolen treasure. 
—Let the Board consider and report. 


28th May. 
REVERSAL OF FALSE DECISION. 


Liu Ping-chang, Governor-General of 
Szechuan, reports the result of an enquiry 
held into the case of one Wang Ch‘o 
attached as expectant district magistrate 
to the Kueichow establishment, who in 
consequence of a charge brought against 
him, was deprived of his rank and who 
appealed against the unjust nature of this 
decision. The Commission appointed to 
enquire into the matter state that when 
examined, Wang Ch‘o gave the following 
evidence: ‘“‘I am a native of the Féngtu 
district, Szechuan, attached as expectant 
district magistrate to the Kueichow es- 
tablishment.. In the eleventh year of 
Kuang Hsii, I retired into mourning and re- 
turned to my native village where in part- 
nership with a relative I opened the Té 
Fengchi cash shop under the management 
of Tu Chih-ch‘eng. Hsii Hsing alias Hsii 
Shih-kuo, a runner of the hsien, used to 
have dealings with this shop and in the 8th 
and 9th moons of the 14th year of Kuang 
Hsii he came to my manager and alleging 
that the magistrate had called on him to 
make payments of the land tax and some 
other taxes in advance, asked for a loan 
to enable him to comply with these or- 
ders. He produced as security one Chang 
Fung and received a loan of 359 tiao. 
He was repeatedly called on to repay this 
loan but as he failed to do so, Tu Chih- 
ch‘eng filed a petition against him in my 
name. Thereupon, much to my surprise, 
Hung Erh, a gateman at the yamén, who 
it appears owed me a grudge because I 
had written a letter to the district ma- 
gistrate Ho warning him against the man, 
induced two of the runners to lodge a 
counter complaint in the name of the 
mother of Hsii Hsing. In this cross peti- 
tion Hsii Hsing’s name was given as Hsii 
Shih-kuo, and all mention of his being a 
yamén runner carefully concealed. It 
wrongly described the debt due by him to 
me as a gambling debt and was successful 
in deluding the district magistrate with 
the result that I was deprived of my rank, 
and treated in a most unjust manner.” 
These runners were then examined and 
made a full confession which agreed with 
Wang’s statement. In their petition they 
had stated that Wang had tied Hsii Hsing 
up and beaten him and asserted that he 
gambled with them at the house of T‘an 
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Yii-t‘ang. This they likewise acknowledged 
to be false being simply what they had been 
told to say by Hung Erh. Other witnesses 
who were separately examined corroborated 
their statements and carefully regarding 
the circumstances of the case it is proved 


: beyond a doubt that the charge against 


Wang Ch‘o was utterly false and that he 
has been most unjustly dealt with. His 
innocence having thus been established and 
his reputation cleared, memorialist would 
ask that his original rank be restored to 
him. 

Ho I-sun, the Féngtu magistrate, who 
examined the case in the first instance, has 
proved himself quite incompetent for his 
duties and memorialist would ask for per- 
mission to degrade him and hold an enquiry 
into his conduct.—Request granted. 


INCREASE OF FORCES. 


The Governor of Szechuan cites a report 
that has been addressed to him by the 
Chien Ch‘ang brigade general and the 
prefect ‘of Ning-yiian with reference to the 
recent murder of the Yiian-mou district 
magistrate in Yiinnan and suggesting that 
two regiments be sent to assist the Yiin- 
nan authorites in hunting down the male- 
factors. The reasons they give are the 
close propinquity of the disaffected dis- 
trict to Szechuan and the grave fears 
they entertain that unless something is 
done, the evil will spread into their 
own territory. As all the troops under 
memorialist’s command are already sta- 
tioned at points from which it would be 
inexpedient to move them, he cannot 
accede to this request, but he has given 
authority to the brigade general to tem- 
porarily levy a regiment of braves for the 
purpose indicated and instructions have 
been issued to despatch treasure and mili- 
tary stores to Chien-chang to supply their 
needs, The Boards of Revenue and War 
have also been advised of the scheme in 
contemplation. , 


29th May. 
REPORT ON THE PEKING GRANARIES. 


Kuei Heng and Hsii Ying-k‘uei have the 
honour to submit the report on the Peking 
Granaries which they have drawn up in 


: accordance with the instructions conveyed 


in the Imperial Decree of the 6th April 
directing that an enquiry be held into the 
state of the Peking Granaries as the Censor 
Hung Liang-p‘in had denounced a multitude 
of abuses connected with these establish- 
ments. 

The original memorial of the Censor was 
transcribed and handed to memorialists by 
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the Grand Council and after a careful 
perusal it appears that four specific charges 
are therein brought against ay ine and 
Yu Po-ch‘uan, Directors of the Granaries, 
namely fraud, thescreening of subordinates, 
a disposition to let things take their own 
course, and finally peculation. As this was 
a matter of the highest importance it was 
necessary to go into it most carefully and 
memorialists accordingly at once deputed 
their secretaries to collect evidence and 
proofs. They placed themselves in com- 
munication with the Granary yamén call- 
ing on the latter to furnish the necessary 
documents and witnesses. Eventually on 
the 25th of April these were forthcoming 
together with the various bonds executed 
under seal by the superintendent and 
storekeepers. 

Memorialists were then in a position to 
examine in detail the various points raised 
by the Censor. With reference to his 
statement that on his first inspection of 
the Lumi Granary he found the doors 
unclosed and an extensive system of pilfer- 
ing going on and that a year later a deficit 
of 160,000 piculs of rice was discovered, 
memorialists find that this deficit is cer- 
tainly to be attributed to carelessness on 
the part of the Directors, but as the 
superintendents have been tried and sen- 
tenced by the Board of Punishments and 
a decree has been issued—directing the 
infliction of the necessary punishmenton the 
Directors in addition to their beingrequired 
to make good a proportion of the loss, it 
would not appear necessary to go further 
into the matter. As regards his second 
statement that brokers were in the habit 
of receiving supplics from the Peihsin 
Granary without even presenting tickets 
and the defence of their employés on the 
part of the Directors, memorialists find 
that this charge was first brought to the 
Emperor’s notice in the 6th moon of 
Kuang Hsii XIV by the Censor who at 
the same time wrote the Granary yaméu 
on the subject. In the reply of the 
Directors to his letter, memorialists can- 
not find any statement, absolutely denying 
the truth of the charge and possibly the 
Censor refers to a sentence in their 
memorial in which they state that soldiers 
were in the habit of selling their grain 
tickets to shops who went to the granaries 
and received the grain in their stead. ‘The 
Directors have already issued stringent 
injunctions to the superintendents to try 
and discover this abuse and have likewise 
instituted secret enquiries so that one can 
hardly say they have not moved in the 
matter. The Censor at the time failed to 
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substantiate this charge with sufficient 
proof and now there are no means of get- 
ting at the bottom of it. 

The Censor further charges the super- 
intendents with living away from the 
Granaries. Memorialists wrote to the 
Granary yamén for an explanation of this 
charge and have received a reply from the 
Directors stating that the Manchu and 
Chinese superintendents take their turn 
of sleeping on the premises in accordance 
with the regulations for five days at a time 
each. Memorialists can confirm this be- 
cause when they went to inspect the build- 
ings they instituted personal enquiries on 
this head. The three charges therefore of 
fraud, the screening of subordinates and 
laxness of supervision need not be further 
considered. 

As regards what is said about the 
dilapidated state of the buildings and 
the money spent on repairs, books and 
accounts could give little reliable infor- 
mation, so memorialists on the Ist and 
38rd of May went in person to inspect 
the repairs that had been executed. 
All repairs to the Granaries used to be 
carried out by the Board of Works, but 
since the first year of the present reign 
they have been made by private contract 
with a view it was said of saving expense. 
At the time this system was first inaugurat- 
ed, 279 divisions were repaired at a cost 
of Tls, 4,990 or at an average cost for 
each division of Tls. 18. Now, however, 
memorialists find that the average cost of 
each division is over Tls. 100, and although 
it may be urged that prices have gone up 
since then, this would not suffice to account 
for the fact that in the Ch‘u-chi Granary 
accounts each division cost two hundred 
odd taels. A personal inspection moreover 
shows that the work has been most badly 
done, not nearly the amount of wood having 
been used for which accounts have been 
rendered. The contractors have evidently 
been allowed to do as they liked supplying 
bad workmanship and inferior material. 
The charge of peculation therefore brought 
by the Censor would not appear to be 
without foundation. Memorialists would 
suggest that for the future no repairs be 
undertaken exc pt with the consent of the 
Board of Revenue and under the superin- 
tendence of the Board of Works. 

Memorialists have come to the conclusion 
that the abuses in connection with the 
Granaries are many, and that could they 
be thoroughly reformed a daily improve- 
ment would be the result. They find that 
the Directors are certainly to be blamed in 
that they failed to discover beforehand the 
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deficit in the Lumi Granary, and for the 
culpable negligence they have displayed 
in connection with the execution of the 
repairs. What punishment is to be awarded 
to them for their shortcomings rests 
with the Emperor to decide. Memorialists 
are unable to certify to the accuracy of the 
returus of the grain at present in store, nor 
can they do so under a year, seeing that 
there are twelve granaries and the inspec- 
tion of the Lumi granary took over a 
month. They would however suggest that 
the issue of all rice be stopped except at 
one granary and when that has been 
exhausted the returns of grain issued 
can be compared with the returns of 
what is said to be now in store. The 
greatest vigilance will of course require 
to be exercised and detailed regulations 
will have to be drawn up by the Board of 
Revenue and after the lapse of several 
years the accuracy or inaccuracy of the 
present returns will stand clearly revealed. 

In a postscript memorial the writers go 
on to criticise the suggestions for reform- 
ing these various abuses thrown out by 
the Censor. 

His first suggestion that on abuses 
being discovered the superintendent be at 
once degraded and a commission appointed 
to enquire into the matters need not be 
considered, seeing that such matters must 
be dealt with by lmperial decree. 

His remarks about the thieving propen- 
sities of the storekeepers are quite in ac- 
cordance with fact, but it would hardly do 
to carry out his proposal of making one 
storekeeper responsible for each section. 
Suppese there were any deficit in any 
particular section, the man in charge would 
decamp and the rest of the storekeepers 
would tuck their hands up their sleeves and 
look on as if the matter could not con- 
cern them. Memorialists advise a return 
to the old system of mutual guaranteeing 
and if any abuses are discovered all 
the storekeepers are responsible and must 
make up the deticit auong them. 

With reference to his remarks about the 
doors and fastenings, memorialists would 
point out that according to the Regulations 
the T‘ungchow granary ought to be sealed 
by the Directors and the Supervising Censor, 
the Peking Granaries by the Ceusor; a mea- 
sure quite adequate to ensure a strict watch 
being maintained, but of late it has happened 
that sections full of grain have not even 
been provided with doors and no means 
have been taken to guard against pilfering. 
Memorialists would request that the 
Directors be instructed to make a careful 
inspection of all the doors and fastenings 
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and have them putin a thorough state of 
repair, sealing themin the manner laid down 
above. As far as the complaint in the 
fourth paragraph of the Censor’s memorial 
is concerned, it is laid down that the Super- 
vising Censor shall inspect all grain as it is 
received into store as otherwise how can 
he report on the quantity or quality there- 
of. It is proposed that for the future the 
superintendents shall give three day’s 
notice to the Censor of the fact that new 
grain is coming in and he can then pro- 
ceed to inspect the grain on its arrival and 
see it properly stored. Should the people 
at the granaries venture to store any grain 
in the absence of the Censor they shall be 
sent to the Board for punishment and 
should the Censor not' go in person to 
inspect the grain, it will be the duty of 
the Directors to communicate with the 
Censorate. There was no necessity for 
the Censor to talk about his represent- 
ations passing unheeded as the remedy 
lay in his own hands; he had only to at 
once report the matter to the Throne. 

Judging from the numerous complaints 
received regarding the grain issued for 
famine relief in Shuntien Fu the Censor’s 
strictures on this point are quite jus- 
tifiable and it would be desirable to 
issue strict orders to the Directors to 
see that all rice issued is of good quality 
and that should any be mixed with sand 
or otherwise unfit for consumption the 
storekeeper be severely puviished.—Decree 
already published. 

{For memorial to which this is an answer 
see Gazette of 19th April.] 


30th May. 
MURDER OF AN ADOPTIVE FATHER. 


A man named Chia Mén-kuei residing 
in the Hanshan district of the province of 
Anhui, having no children of his own, 
adopted in 1869 a son of his brother named 
Chia Néng-shang. The transaction was 
carried out with the approval of the mem- 
bers of the clan and an adoption bond was 
duly drawn up, all the particulars being 
fully recorded in the family register. Chia 
Néng-shang lived and messed with his 
adoptive father who married him to a wife 
by whom he had two sons, both of tender 
years, Chia Néng-shang’s character was 
that of a confirmed loafer and drunkard 
who would take up no regular employment. 
His father’s training failed to bring about 
any reformation. The old man, being in 
failing health, bought himself a coffin 
which the son sold in order to raise funds 
to meet his expensive style of living. On 
discovering what had happened, the father 


stormed and raged and ordered his son to 
purchase back the coffin. The asthma 
from which the old man was suffering 
having taken a turn for the worse, 
the son, who was being continually 
pressed for the return of the coftin, ordered 
his wife to go to her mother and endeavour 
to procure for him the necessary sum of 
money. Chia Néng-shang himself went 
out in the meantime on a drinking bout 
and came home about dusk to find that his 
wife had not yet returned. The old father, 
who was lying on the bed rolled up in 
the blankets, hearing his son’s footsteps, 
returned to the subject of the coffin and 
warmly rated Chia Néng-shang on his thrift- 
less and drunken habits. He swore vehe- 
mently that if the coffin was not returned 
he would, as soon as he got better, bring 
his son before the authorities and have 
him punished with death. Chia Néng- 
shang, who was mad with the effects of 
drink, determined that he would put an 
end to the old man’s life, and jumping on 
to the bed took a firm hold of him by the 
throat. The elder Chia struggled hard, but 
as he was suffering from illness and was 
hampered by the bed clothing, he was 
overpowered by the younger man who 
held on to him with all his might and 
eventually strangled him. The murderer’s 
eldest child, a boy of 12, who was sleep- 
ing in the next bed, was startled 
by the noise and began to cry loudly, 
but was speedily silenced by his father. 
Chia Néng-shang. when he began to recover 
his senses, realised the enormity of the 
crime he had committed and set about 
removing the body before daylight arrived. 
Getting a pick, he made a hole in the 
garden, and wrapping up the body in cot- 
ton, carried it on his back and threw it 
into the pit which he covered over with 
earth. He then made his escape, but the 
boy told his mother of what had happened 
and search was made by the authorities 
which ended in the capture of the murderer. 
His crime is characterised as placing him 
on a level with the brute creation and he 
has suffered the extreme penalty of the law 


by undergoing the ling-ch‘ih process of 
execution. 
3lst May. 
REWARDS FOR CONVEYANCE OF GOVERNMENT 
RICE. 


The acting Viceroy at Nanking submits 
a list of officers for whom he solicits the 
bestowal of rewards in connection with the 
transport of tribute rice from Kiangpei. 
The transport of the grain tribute for the 
15th year of Kuang Hsii was commenced 
early in the following year and was com- 
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pleted before the end of the seventh moon. 
The difficulties to be faced were much 
greater than usual. The water in the Canal 
was very shallow and it was silted up in 
many places. It was only after the greatest 
trouble and a vast expenditure of labour 
that the boats eventually reached Shihli- 
pu and were dragged through the locks 
into the Yellow River. 


FIRE IN ANHUI. 


The Viceroy at Nanking reports that a 
fire broke out in the market town of 
Chéngyang at about three o’clock on the 
afternoon of the 5th April last and burned 
without ceasing until about four the next 
morning. Over 840 families were affected 
by the disaster and 3,540 chien of buildings 
were demolished, but fortunately there 
was no loss of life. The district had 
already suffered severely from floods and 
was far from being in a condition to 
struggle with a second calamity. A sum 
of Tis. 5,000, being a porticn of the balance 
remaining over from the famine relief fund, 
has been appropriated for the benefit of 
the sufferers, and everything that is pos- 
sible is being done to mitigate the distress. 


AN OFFICIAL DROWNED. 


Towards the close of last year an expect- 
ant Sub-Prefect named Yii Chin-shéng was 
sent by the Viceroy at Nanking to examine 
the question of the amount of likin levied 
on wood by the likin stations in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chinkiang. When he reached 
Huangt‘iench‘ang he was caught in a 
violent storm which upset his boat. The 
river was dragged for his body but no 
traces of it were found. Officers who are 
drowned at sea or in the inland waters 
while engaged in the discharge of their 
duties are entitled by law to posthumous 
honours, and in forwarding a statement of 
the deceased’s career, the memorialist asks 
that the distinction usual in such cases 
may be accorded for the repose of the soul 
of the departed. —Granted by Rescript. 


1st June. 
‘ MURDER CASE IN SHENSI. 

The Governor of Shensi reports the 
following case which occurred in the Han- 
ch‘éng district of that province. Three 
men, named Chi, Ko, and Mu respectively, 
met together at a tea-shop and began talk- 
ing about their straitened means in the 
manner common to nearly all murder cases 
reported in the Gazette. Chi mentioned a 
wealthy household in the neighbourhood 
the only occupants of which were two 
widow ladies. They all agreed that they 
should make a raid upon the establishment, 
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and as Ko had been a servant there 
some years previously, it was arranged 
tha the should be the means of introducing 
the others. Ko accordingly turned up at 
the house late in the night for which the 
attack was planned, and begged a night’s 
lodging on the ground that he had got 
belated while returning from his work. 
He was given a lodging in one of the front 
rooms and his two confederates managed 
. tojoin him shortly afterwards. Their in- 
tention was to delay the attack until mid- 
night, but their hand was forced much 
earlier. One of the women came to bar 
the front door before going to bed, and 
Chi happened to be seized at the moment 
with a fit of coughing. Finding that there 
was a stranger upon the premises, the 
woman began to make enquiries and was 
instantly set upon by the three villains. 
She was knocked down, and one of 
them held her while the other two put 
a noose round her neck and pulling it 
tight, strangled her. The other woman 
was despatched in the same way, and 
then the murderers turned their atten- 
tion to the plunder of the premises. They 
obtained 54 silver articles, some clothing, 
and three taels in silver, all of which was 
divided evenly amongst them. After day- 
light one of them was passing the house 
of an acquaintance named Ch‘én, who, 
noticing his flurried appearance, made 
him disclose what had happened and ac- 
cepted a silver hair-pin as a bribe for 
maintaining silence. Another portion of 
the plunder was pawned for 2,400 cash 
by a man named Shao, who received a 
silver bracelet, a toothpick, and some 
articles of clothing for his trouble in 
the matter. Information reached the 
authorities which enabled them to effect 
the capture of the whole party. One of 
the criminals died in prison, and the other 
two have been condemned to summary 
decapitation, half of whatever property 
they possessed being appropriated for the 
support of a son of one of the murdered 
women. The two men who shared in the 
plunder but took no part in the robbery 
are sentenced to 100 blows and trans- 
portation for three years. 


2nd June. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MANCHU GENERAL-IN- 
CHIEF. 

T‘o-k‘o-t‘uan, Manchu General-in-Chief 
at Uliasutai, presents a memorial in which 
he solicits permission to retire from the 
public service on the ground of increasing 


infirmity of health. He is cluse upon 60 | 


years of age, an old wound is giving him 
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trouble, and he can neither eat nor sleep 
He has taken some 50 doses of medicine 
without experiencing the least benefit. 
Good doctors are not to be found in the 
neighbourhood and he wishes to return to 
Peking that he may have the best medical 
advice. Rescript—We yrant the memorialist 
an extension of leave for two months: he 
need not vacate his post. 
APPOINTMENTS, 


Ch‘éng-shou, the Deputy Lieutenant- 
General at Nanking, having been obliged 
to retire on account of ill health, Chih-lin, 
the Deputy Lieutenant-General at Ching- 
k‘ou, has been transferred to the vacant 
post. Chi-chung has been appointed the 
latter’s successor at Ching-k‘ou. 


3rd June. 
SACRIFICIAL OBSERVANCE AT T‘AISHAN, 


On the 25th May of each year certain 
rites are performed on Mount T‘ai in 
Shantung, the incense used in the worship 
being sent specially from the Court at 
Peking. Either the Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, or Chief Justice conducts the 
worship in person, and the incense sticks 
are forwarded from Peking by the hands 
of an Imperial Messenger. This year the 
Chief Justice, Chao Kuo-hua, will ascend 
the mountain on the appointed date and 
perform the usual ceremony. 


4th June. 
FIRE IN ONE OF THE PEKING GRANARIES. 


The Censor whose duty it is to exercise 
supervision over the T‘ai-p‘ing granary ~ 
states that on the 19th ult., he was greatly 
surprised to receive a report from the 
Superintendent of the establishment to the 
effect thata fire had occurred on the pre- 
mises during the previous night. The 
statement of the ofticers on watch at the 
time is highly suspicious. They allege 
that at the fourth watch of the night they 
noticed a man on the southern wall who 
was evidently intent upon stealing grain 
from the granary. They immediately 
gave chase, and while they were away, 
they looked round and saw one of the 
compartments in the granary in a blaze. 
Retracing their footsteps, they succeeded, 
with the help of the local fire brigade, in 
extinguishing the flames, but not until 
some grain, the amount of which cannot 
yet be stated with accuracy, had been 
destroyed. The present being just the 
time when the whole granary system calls 
for reform, the Censor has handed over 
the storekeepers for examination by the 
City Magistrates, and in order to mark the 
gravity of his offence in not keeping a 


sufficiently strict guard, he suggests that 
the Superintendent of the establishment 
should be handed over to the Board for the 
award of a fitting penalty.—Decree already 
issued, 


PENALTY IMPOSED UPON THE DIRECTORS OF 
THE PEKING GRANARIES FOR THE DEFICIT 
IN THE STOCK OF GRAIN. 


The President of the Board of Civil 
Office and his colleagues report the decision 
which they have arrived at respecting the 
punishment of Hsing-lien and Yu Po- 
ch‘uan, the two Directors of the Peking 
granaries, who were recently denounced 
by the Censor Hung Liang-p‘in for not 
discovering the enormous deficit in the 
grain stored in these establishments. They 
recommend that both officers should be 
cashiered and this sentence has been ap- 
proved by the Imperial Rescript appended 
to the memorial. 


5th June. 
PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 


Some days ago the Emperor repaired in 
person to the Ta Kao Tien to offer up 
prayers for rain, and deputed several mem- 
bers of the Imperial House to make similar 
supplications at various other temples. 
Slight showers have since fallen in Peking 
and the neighbourhood, but there has been 
no satisfactory response to the Imperial 
prayers and the parched soil is still thirst- 
ing for the refreshing rains of Heaven. 
The Emperor now intimates his intention 
of renewing his supplications on the 8th 
June, the high personages above alluded to 
being again deputed to visit various temples 
for the same purpose. 


6th June. 
EDICT. 


Huang T‘i-fung, Commissioner, Office of 
Transmission, reports that although the 
leave granted him has expired, he has not 
recovered his health and asks that he,be 
allowed to lay down his office. We hereby 
grant him leave to do so. 


CHANGE OF GARRISON AT K‘OBDO. 


The Deputy Governor of Kirin and his 
colleague at Sanhsing address a very urgent 
request to the Throne asking that the 
Chinese garrison at K‘obdo be permitted 
to remain. The troops in question form 
a military colony of some ten officers and 
two hundred and twenty-four men whose 
proper term of service is five years ; at the 
expiry of which period they ought in ac- 
cordance with the regulations to be replac- 
ed by an equal number of men, one half 
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drawn from the Hsitanhua Brigade in 
Chihli and the other from the Tat‘ung 
Brigade in Shansi. At the time when this 
change ought to have taken place memo- 
rialists asked that the officers be changed 
but the rank and file retained for another 
term of five years’ service. This request 
was refused as it was not deemed advisable 
to make any change in the established 
rules. Memorialists profoundly appreciate 
the deep wisdom that guides His Majesty’s 
councils and uf course they have no alter- 
native but to obey. They would however 
venture to state a little more fully their 
humble views which they would submit in 
the interests of the public service. Since 
1886 K‘obdo has been gradually denuded 
of the troops that were ordered there from 
other provinces until only this regular 
garrison of Chinese troops is left. Memoria- 
lists would point out that the present force 
of 224 menis in a very high state of 
efticiency ; there are no old useless men in 
its ranks and each individual is thoroughly 
acquainted with his duty. The work that 
falls to their lot is of the most varied 
description as in addition to keeping guard — 
and looking after the crops they are called 
upon to do office work indoors and assist 
at judicial proceedings, Needless to say 
men employed in such capacities 4nd on 
such important duties must be thoroughly 
conversant with the official routine and 
with the Mongol language, and were their 
places taken by new-comers a considerable 
time must elapse before these latter could 
qualify themselves in these respects. The 
loss of time and attendant expense more- 
over that such a transfer would entail pre- 
sent a formidable difficulty, whereas were 
they allowed to remain, a great saving of 
labour and money would be effected. 
Memorialists would cite the precedent 
afforded in 1888 when the Governor of 
Uliassut‘ai was permitted to retain some 
troops after their term had expired and in 
view of the above facts would venture to 
once more bring the case to His Majesty’s 
notice and pray that permission be given 
them to temporarily retain for another 
period of service 112 men of the present 
garrison.— Let the Board of War consider 
and report. 


CROPS AT K‘OBDO. 


The above memorialists in another me- 
morial give particulars as to the amount of 
grain harvested by the military settlements 
at K‘obdo during the 16th year of Kuang 
Hsii. In all, three kinds of grain were 
grown with a yield for the ten ‘wn of 5,255 
piculs. Of this amount 700 piculs of the 
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best grain has been stored in the granaries 
throughout the settlements to supply seed 
for the present year, the remainder has 
been stored in the city granary. It is 
laid down in the regulations that some 
reward may be bestowed on those settle- 
ments which show a good crop in order to 
encourage the soldiers to put forth their 
best efforts. Making an average calcula- 
tion, the crop amounts to only about 70 per 
cent. of what it ought to be, and so no 
special reward need be conferred on the 
general superintendents ; but in one or 
two ¢‘uns as much as 80 to 90 per cent. 
has been harvested and presents of tea and 
tobacco and in one case of a piece of silk 
have been distributed amongst the success- 
ful cultivators. 


7th June. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Chang Yin-huan is appointed to act as 
Senior Vice President of the Censorate. 


RECORDS OF STATE. 


Prince Li points out that in the 20th 
yearof Chia Ching(1816)an Imperial Decree 
was published directing that in every second 
year the ‘‘Shih Lu” (records of state) and 
the ‘‘Yii T“ieh” (the Imperial genealogies) 
should be aired and cleaned. 

The time having now arrived for under- 
taking this duty memorialist submits a 
list of high officers of state, Manchu and 
Chinese, competent to superintend the 
proceedings and would request that His 
Majesty signify which of them he will be 
pleased to appoint.—The names of Lin-shu, 
Weng Tung-ho, Ching Hsin, and Chang 
Yiu-huan were those noted by the Vermilion 
Pence. 


REPORT ON THE AMOOR DISTRICT. 


Ik‘ot‘anga, Military Governor of Hei- 
lungchiang, announces the conclusion of his 
tour of inspection of the north part of his 
dominion. He will furnish a separate 
report on the city of Hsingan. As regards 
Merquen, Puteka and Heilungchiang he 
has to report that he found the troops and 
military stores all in accordance with the 
proper returns, and that no deficits were 
discovered in the granaries or treasuries. 
The drill of the troops at Heilungchiang 
and Merquen was fairly satisfactory but 
that at Puteka not so good. Memorialist 
likewise inspected the cattle at the twelve 
post stations along the road and gave orders 
to have all weakly or diseased animals 
replaced and all worthless or incapable 
employés punished. 
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He cannot refrain from adding a 
few words regarding the Bannermen in 
those regions. At Puteka the banner- 
men, finding agriculture uphill work, 
were forced to take to pasturing and hunting 
as a means of obtaining a living. Of re- 
cent years, however, there has been a great 
deal of sickness amongst their stocks, and 
the wild animals on the mountains are 
becoming scarcer, so that they are in very 
distressed circumstances. Those stationed 
at Merquen had an advantage over the 
Puteka men in that they were able to do 
a little farming in addition to hunting, and 
although not in a flourishing condition 
they are still better off than the others. 
The banner troops in the Heilungchiang 
district although properly speaking on 
official duty have taken very extensively 
to agriculture, and as the most productive 
district is that on the east of the river they 
have been very successful. Notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the circumstances in 
which they are placed are so dissimilar it 
is pleasing to be able to state that they 
still retain their peaceful law-abiding habits 
and have not followed the example of those 
at Hulan. Placed as they are at the confines 
of the Empire something ought to be done 
to afford them some relief. On his return 
memorialist paid a visit to the camp at the 
head of the Nenchiang ; he found it ina 
most unhealthy locality as, although on the 
plain, it is exposed to very severe cold which 
seriously affects the health of the troops and 
renders cultivation of the ground extremely 
difficult. After considering the matter very 
carefully it was found that to the south 
of that locality and to the west of the 
Signan range, north-east of Merquen, there 
was @ piece of waste ground some sixty li 
long by fifty broad where the temperature 
was more equable and the soil very fertile. 
The transfer of the military settlement to 
this latter spot would be most advantageous 
and as it is shutin by hills and water there 
would be no difficulty in restraining the 
troops from breaches of discipline. Com- 
munication with the various barrier stations 
is at the same time quite practicable and 
help could be sent to them at any moment. 
Memorialist accordingly gave orders to 
have the locality surveyed and military 
huts erected to which when completed the 
settlement can be transferred. He also 
points out that in the near future some 
other site will have to be found for the 
public offices in Singan, as in the wet wea- 
ther they are quite uninhabitable and the 
occupants have to quarter themselves on 
the various post stations and there transact 
their business. 


8th June. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Chih-yen is appointed Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat with rank of Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites. 

(2) Li Shu-ch‘ang is appointed Intendant 
of the Ch‘uan-tung Circuit, Szechuan. 


HONOUR CONFERRED ON A CHARITABLE 
OFFICIAL. 
Li Hung-chang brings forward the case 
of one Chu Tsung-chun who on his death- 


bed directed his two sons to subscribe | 


Tls. 10,000 in aid of the distress in Chihli. 
The deceased, who had purchased rank as a 
Taotai, was noted for his filial piety and his 
great liberality both in helping those of 
hisown family and inaiding distress where- 
ever he met with it. Memorialist asks that 
the Anhui Fut‘ai be directed to inscribe a 
list of his charitable deeds in the records 
of the Province as well as in those of his 
native Prefecture and District.—Granted. 


REPORT ON THE YELLOW RIVER, 


Hsii Chen-i reports that the later spring 
floods have passed without accident. He 
made ample preparations in the way of 
purchasing material for strengthening the 
banks and sent deputies to carefully 
inspect them at all important points and 
execute any repairs that might be found 
necessary. In addition he made a personal 
inspection of the various stations and is 
gratified to be able to state that whereas 
every ting ought according to regulations 
to have on hand a supply of material 
weighing 30,000 catties, he found each ting 
had a stock of 43,000 catties, a thing that 
has not been known for several tens of 
years. He is issuing very stringent in- 
junctions to all his subordinates to take 
every precaution against the great summer 
floods and to see that nothing is neglected. 
From the 5th of April until the 25th of 
that month the water only rose a very 
little ; sudden rises of three feet and 
equally sudden falls of two feet not in- 
cluded.—Noted. 

9th June. 
GUARD BOATS ON THE LIAO RIVER. 


Since the barrier stations in Féngt‘ien 
were established in the 4th year of Kuang 
Hsii trade has followed the water routes 
from Ch‘angt‘u and the T‘iehling to New- 
chwang, andduring the summer and autumn 
there is an immense boat tratiic. It is, 
however, extremely difficult to afford pro- 
tection to travellers as the banks on either 
side are not cultivated in any way and the 
range requiring to be patrolled is of vey 
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great extent. At present there is only 
one guard boat on the Liao river and she 
is too large to ascend above Newchwang, 
so that the several hundred li comprising 


_ the upper reaches of the river have hither- 


to been without guard boats and have had 


, torely for protection on the bodies of troops 


stationed in the vicinity of the banks. 
This has proved most unsatisfactory and 
memorialist therefore proposes to detach 
one hundred men out of the troops stationed 


: along the river bank for patrolling the 


river and exercising more efficient control 
over lawless characters. Although these 
men will receive no extra pay for their 
services, yet it will be necessary to provide 
them with boats in which to serve. About 
eight or nine will be required, and were 
they to be specially built the expense 
would be considerable. Memorialist has 
carefully considered the matter and has 
the honour to report that there are 
eight vessels at present anchored in the 
river which were built some six years 
ago for the purpose of blocking up the chan- 
nel and for which owing to their peculiar 
construction no purchaser has since been 
found. Astheyareat present simply rotting 
at their moorings he would ask to be al- 
lowed to turn them into guard boats, for 
which purpose they would be admirably 
adapted. The cost of so doing would not 
amount to very much and could be easily 
defrayed by the Provincial military con- 
tingencies allowance.—Granted. 


10th June. 
PRAYERS BY THE DALAI-LAMA. 


Shéng-tai, the Resident at Tibet, reports 
the fact that on the 5th day of the first 
moon of the present year the Dalai Lama 
did in accordance with immemorial usage 
descend from the mountain and accom- 
panied by a large body of priests proceed 
to the great shrine and offer up prayers for 
the welfare of the nation. Memorialist 
furnished him with a body-guard for 
his protection. The Dalai Lama appears 
to be able to keep his men well under con- 
trol and it is satisfactory to be able to 
report that throughout Tibet everything 
is in a peaceful condition. 

No further documents of interest. 


11th June. 
LAUNCH OF A MAN-OF-WAR. 

Pien Pao-ti reports the launch of an 
armourplated steamer named the Kwang- 
wing, which was built by the Foochow Naval 
Yard for the Canton Provincial Government. 
This vessel is a sister ship to the Kuang-i 
and the Kuang-keng, the launches of which 
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have already been reported. After sacrifices 
had been offered to the Queen of Heaven, 
the Spirits of the river, the earth and of 
ships, the launch took place on the 11th of 
April. 

The length of the new ship is 226 ft., 
breadth 26 ft., depth 18 ft. 7 in., draught of 
water 11 ft. 6 in. 

On either side of the hatches and on the 
sternare mounted three 12-centimetre quick 
firing guns. She carries in addition eight 
Hovchkiss guns and is fitted with four 
torpedo tubes. She has three boilers and 
two sets of compound horizontal engines 
capable of developing 2,400 horse-power.— 
Noted. 

12th June. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN YUNNAN, 


Wang Wén-shao refers to his memorial 
reporting the capture and punishment of 
the native Assistant Magistrate of Pei- 
sheng and his proposal then made that the 
district be placed under the control of an 
ordinary magistrate. In reply to that 
memorial he received orders to draw up a 
report on the matter and it is in conformity 
to these instructions that he presents the 
following statement which has been sup- 
plied to him by the provincial authorities : 

Although the district of Peisheng covers 
a wide area yet being chiefly a mountainous 
region it contains very little arable land 
and is very sparsely inhabited. For these 
reasons it would not be advisable to 
appoint a regular district magistrate. 
The district however is conterminous with 
Huilichou in Szechuan and the disposition 
of the people. extremely turbulent, so that 
it constitutes an important post on the 
extreme frontier and requires some re- 
gularly constituted civil and military autho- 
rities to keep it under control. According 
to a report received from the deputies sent 
to enquire into the matter we find that 
Huapingchuang is the most central 
spot in the district and we would propose 
that a ‘Ching Li” (Commissary of 
Records) be established there to be design- 
ated Commissary of Huapingchuang in 
the independent Prefecture of Yungpei, 
the appointment to be a three years’ 
appointment and service there to count to- 
wards promotion. It is proposed to fix 
the salary and allowances at Tls. 200 per 
annum and to have a staff of twelve, one 
gatekeeper, eight runners, one mafoo and 
two jailers each to be paid Ts. 6 a year. 
It is suggested that the Board be requested 
to have a seal engraved for the proposed 
new office and that the holder of the same 
be empowered to deal with all judicial 
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cases in which the penalties do not exceed 
the imposing of the cangue or an ordinary 
beating ; he would also: require to be 
authorised toact as Coroner and have power 
to arrest criminals. It is also proposed to 
transfer the second captain of the right 
Brigadeat present stationed at Chinya- 
p‘ing to the above place to co-operate with 
this new official and assist him to maintain 
order. Some other minor rearrangements of 
the soldiers in the district are suggested. 

As it is of importance that there should 
be no delay in having these posts filled it 
is requested that some officers be temporari- 
ly appointed until such time as the whole 
scheme is approved of. Memorialist would 
respectfuly endorse this report and submit 
it for the consideration of the Throne. — 
Let the Bourd consider and report. 


CLEARING UP OF A FALSE CHARGE. 


In the seventh year of T‘ung Chih the 
Judicial and Financial Commissioners of 
Yiinnan reported that a charge had been 
laid by the Acting Pu-erh Brigade General 
Tien Chung-hsing and two other officials 
against the Sub-Prefect of Chingtung, Shen 
Pao-heng, then acting as Magistrate at 
Yiianching, accusing him of selling grain 
in the public granaries, of embezzlement, 
and of bringing about the death of a captain 
named Li Hu. They went on to say that 
on his being superseded by Wu Ch‘un-jan, 
Shen Pao-heng led troops out against him 
and would not allow the former to take up 
his post; a second officer who was sent 
with some soldiers to eject him was similar- 
ly treated and on their finding their way into 
Yiian Chiang by another route Shen Pao- 
heng, not knowing what to do,committed sui- 
cide by jumping into the river. A report was 
at the time ordered to be made with a view 
to discovering the truth of these allegations. 
In the fourth year of Kuang Hsii, Shen Pao- 
heng’s son, Shen Lii-ho,and Wu Ching-yiian, 
own brother to Wu Té-sen, formerly assist- 
ing in the administration of Yiianching, 
came forward and stated that a captain 
in the Weiyiian Brigade named Shu 
Shih-tai had entered into a league with 
the rebels to betray Yiianching and kill 
Shen Pao-heng and Wu Té-sen. This 
statement was supported by evidence 
supplied by the gentry of the town. 


After several unavoidable delays a Com- 
mission was appointed last year to sift the 
matter to the bottom; but as the records 
had been destroyed during the rebellion 
the charges of embezzlement and sale of 
grain could not be dealt with and all 
they had to go on were the statements 
made by the elfers of Yiianching. 
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According to these latter, when in the 11th 
year of Hsien Féng Shen Pao-heng took 
aver charge of the district, rebellion was 
rife throughout the province ; he, however, 
displayed the ‘greatest zeal and ability in 
warding off the attacks of the rebels from 
the district and in aiding neighbouring 
towns. It was entirely owing to his en- 
deavours that that part of the country es- 
caped with so little damage. In the third 
year of T‘ung Chih he twice repulsed attacks 
made on the city by rebels and when 
towards the end of the year Shu Shih-t‘ai 
deserted tothe enemy andattacked him with 
a vastly superior force he died bravely 
fighting for his country on the river bank to 
the east of the city. His son-in-law Wu 
Té-sen, who was assisting him in command 
of the troops, was killed at the same 
time. The children of the deceased 
were got out of the city by stealth and safely 
conveyed to the provincial capital. The 
memory of Shen Pao-heng is still grate- 
fully remembered throughout the country 


side and his praises sung in the village | 


ballads. Memorialist has reason to believe 
that these statements are perfectly trust- 
worthy and that gross injustice has been 





done to the memory of these two brave © 


men. He would therefore pray that, late 
as it is, some recognition be made of their 


patriotic heroism.—Let the Board concerned , 


consider and report. 


13th June. 


THE RECENT OUTRAGES IN THE VALLEY OF 
THE YANGTZE. 


Decree. We have received a memorial 
from the Tsungli Yamén dwelling on the 
frequency of missionary cases and praying 
that stringent instructions should be issued 
to the various Viceroys and Governors 
directing them to take prompt measures 
for dealing with the question. The memo- 
rialists state that during the 4th month of 
the present year the missionary buildings 
at Wuhu in Anhui were burnt down by 
rioters and that missionary premises in the 
Tanyang district in Kiangsu and in the 
market town of Wusiieh in Hupeh and at 
various other places were also in close 
succession similarly destroyed ; and they 
urge the importance of securing the 
apprehension of the rioters and of taking 
timely and effectual precautions. The 
right of foreign missionaries to promul- 
gate their religions in China is provided 
for by Treaty, and in Decrees which were 
previously issued the authorities of all 
the provinces were commanded to afford 
them protection as circumstances required. 
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There has been peace and harmony be- 
tween Chinese and foreigners for a long 
series of years, and how comes it that 
within the last few days all these cases of 
the burning and destruction of missionary 
buildings have occurred almost simulta- 
neously? It is surely a matter which 
excites the greatest surprise. It is plain 
that connected with the movement there 
are desperate characters secretly plotting 
to gain adherents and to inflame the feel- 
ings of the people by the dissemination of 
false rumours, their object really being to 
take advantage of the opportunity to com- 
mit rapine and plunder. What is still 
worse, good and peaceful citizens are being 
inveigled to perpetrate a succession of 
the gravest outrages, and unless severe 
punishment is meted out to them, how can 
the majesty of the law be upheld and the 
tranquillity of the country preserved? We 
command the Viceroys of the Two Kiang 
and of Hukuang and the Governors of 
Kiangsu, Anhui and Hupeh to lose no 
time in directing the civil and military 
authorities concerned to take steps for 
arresting the principal criminals and for 
having them tried and when found guilty 
condemned to capital punishment in order 
that a warning may be given for the future. 
The religions of the West have for their 
object the inculcation of virtue, and though 
people become converts they still remain 
Chinese subjects and continue to be amen- 
able to the jurisdiction of the local 
authorities. There is no reason why there 
should not be harmony between the or- 
dinary people and the adherents of (foreign) 
religions, and the whole trouble arises 
from lawless ruftians fabricating baseless 
stories and making an opportunity for 
These bad cha- 
racters exist everywhere. We command, 
therefore, the Manchu Generals-in-chief 
and the Viceroys and Governors in all the 
provinces to issue proclamations clearly 
explaining to the people that they 
must on no account give a ready ear 
to such idle tales and wantonly cause 
trouble. Let all who post anonymous 
placards or spread rumours inflaming 


| the minds of the people be at once arrest- 


ed and severely punished. The local au- 
thorities are bound to afford due pretection 
at all times to the persons and property of 
foreign merchants and foreign mission- 
aries, and must not allow them to be 
injured or molested by evil characters. 
Should the precautionary measures be 
lacking in stringency and trouble be the 
result, we order that the local authorities 
be severely denounced. We further 
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commend the Manchu Generals-in-chief, the 
Viceroys and Governors, to take immediate 
steps for the settlement of all outstanding 
cases and not allow their subordinates to 
shrink from the difficulty of the task and 
interpose delays,sothat a completeclearance 
may be made of all arrears in the archives. 
—Let this Decree be proclaimed for general 
information, 


14th June. 
REVIEW OF THE CHINESE FLEET. 


Decree. We have received a joint 
memorial from Li Hung-chang and Chang- 
yao in which they report the completion of 
the inspection of the Naval Forces as also 
of the forts and dockyards at the various 
ports which they visited. The memorialists 
included Port Arthur and other places in 
their tour, held a review of the assembled 
gunboats of the northern and southern 
squadrons, and inspected all the naval and 
and forces in the line of their route. The 
degree of proficiency displayed in the art 
of war was very marked and the formation 
of the ships when drawn up in line of 
battle showed complete regularity. The 
construction of the forts, dockyards, and 
other works at the different ports was 
very solid and durable. Li Hung-chang 
deserves high commendation for having 
during a number of years devoted his whole 
mind to the task of organising the naval 
defences and for having gradually brought 
them into a state approaching perfection ; 
and we hereby command that a high form 
of reward may be bestowed upon him by 
the Board. Let Chang-yao, who has also 
contributed towards securing the present 
state of efticiency, be also recommended 
to the Board for the bestowal of a 
fitting reward. The commanding officers 
have also rendered no slight service in 
drilling the soldiers and in the construction 
of forts and dockyards, and We au- 
thorise that a selection may be made of 
the most deserving for recommenda- 
tion to the Throne. The navy is a most 
important institution and it is essential 
that it should go on improving. Let, 
therefore, Li Hung-chang and Chang-yao 
use their best endeavours to maintain the 
excellence of the service and let them 
impress upon the high naval authorities 
the necessity of an honest administration 
in order that no relaxation of discipline 
may ever take place. 

In a postscript memorial permission is 
asked to construct additional forts at 
Chefoo, Chiaochou and other ports, and 
We hereby sanction the proposal. 
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FIRE IN ANHUI. 


The acting Governor of Anhui reports 
that a fire broke out in the densely popu- 
lated market town of Chéngyang on the 
afternoon of the 5th of April last, and 
burned till the following morning before 
it was extinguished. Over 840 families 
suffered from the disaster and 3,540 
chien of house property were completely 
demolished, but there was fortunately 
no loss of life. Each of the destitute fami- 
lies has received a string of cash, and 2,000 
mats have been distributed to provide them 
with shelter. A sum of $1,500 has been 
raised to afford further relief by the local 
Taotai. The district is unfortunately only 
recovering from the desolation caused by 
the breach in the Yellow River and the 
present disaster is consequently felt the 
more acutely. Rescript—On the receipt of 
a memorial recently from Shén Ping-ch'éng 
on the sume subject, We issued instructions 
respecting the relief to be afforded io the 


distressed, 
15th June. 
PERIODICAL CRUISE BY ADMIRAL AT AMOY. 


Under standing instructions all the 
Admirals and Commodores along the sea- 
board are bound to make an annual cruise 
of inspection in the waters under their 
jurisdiction and to forward to the Emperor 
a report of their tour. The Admiral of 
Fukien, whose headquarters are at Amoy, 
states that his command embraces a long 
line of sea coast which is greatly indented 
with creeks and bays that afford a con- 
venient shelter for pirates. On the 22nd 
of March last the Admiral set out in 
the Fupao, attended by several other war 
vessels, and made a thorough search in 
person of all the creeks and inlets in 
the province. During his recent cruises 
he has noticed that many of the merchant 
and fishing boats of the province bear no 
registered number and have no characters 
written on their sails. He brought the 
matter to the attention of the Viceroy, who 
issued circular instructions for enforcing 
the regulations on the subject and prevent- 
ing any vessel from going to sea which had 
not complied with these formalities. Care 
was taken to see that the standing re- 
gulations were posted everywhere and a 
minute inspection was made of the forts and 
naval forces at the various places visited on 


the cruise. 
16th June. 
MURDER OF A FATHER-IN-LAW. 
The following case is reported by the 
Acting Governor of Turkestan. A Maho- 
medan, named Mai-mai-t‘i, lived in the 
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Pai-ch‘éng district. of that dependency. 
He married a co-religionist called Pa-ts¢- 
pi-pi, the daughter of a man of the name 
of Jou-tzi. About a year after the marriage 
the wife was ordered by her -husband to 
fetch some water from a certain spring, but 
instead of obeying his orders, she consulted 
her own convenience and brought it from 
a well close at hand, getting a beating in 
consequence. Later on he ordered her to 
gather fuel in a bare part of the country, 
and as the weather was very cold and she 
was very lightly clad, she took the oppor- 
tunity of making her way back to her old 
home where she was received and detained 
by her parents. The husband, suspecting 
her movements, proceeded to his father- 
in-law’s house, carrying in his hand a stick 
which he used as a protection against dogs. 
He found his wife sitting with her parents 
and upbraided her for deserting him. The 
old man replied : ‘‘My daughter is still very 
young; instead of giving her clothes to wear, 
you beat and abuse her, and send her out in 
this freezing weather to gather firewood. 
I shall certainly not let her go back to you 
and you may take whatever legal steps you 
please.” This language irritated Mai-mai- 
t‘i and he struck his father-in-law a blow 
with the stick he carried. A_ struggle 
ensued in which the old man received a fatal 
blow. Mai-mai-t‘i has been condemned 
to decapitation after the usual period of 
imprisonment. His wife is excused for her 
disobedience of her husband’s orders on 
account of her delicate health and the 
severity of the weather. 


17th June. 
ADULTERY AND MURDER IN TURKESTAN. 


Li Kuei-chuang was a man who lived in 
the neighbourhood of Hami in Turkestan 
and gained his living asa carter. A woman 
named Chang, whose husband had gone 
away from home, was frequently his fare 
and the pair became intimate. About 
three years ago improper intercourse first 
took place between them, and it was 
repeated on several subsequent occasions as 
opportunity offered. The woman’s husband 
as well as her parents were quite unaware 
of what was going on. She exacted 
payee for her favours; and to meet 

er demands, her paramour was at last 
obliged to sell the mule out of his cart 
and give her Tls. 10 of the price. When 
he was no longer able to comply with her 
requests for money, she broke off all con- 
nection with him. In the meantime, news 
of his daughter’s conduct reached the ears 
of her father, and he had her removed and 
brought to his own house. Here Li Kuei- 
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chuang once visited her and rated her 





strongly for her want of affection for 
him. He reminded her that he had 
parted with his mule on her account and 
added that he had not the means of 
procuring her the dress she wanted. A 
quarrel ensued during which Li lost all . 
control of himself, picked up a hatchet and 
struck her five or six blows on the head 
which caused instantaneous death. He has 
been condemned to decapitation, the sen- 
tence to be carried out after the Autumn 
Assizes. 


DEATH OF THE BRIGADIER GENERAL OF | 
HUPEH IN HONAN, 


The Governor of Honan reports the death 
on the 14th May of Li Ch‘éng-hsien, the 
Brigadier General of Kueité, who had for 
some time past been in charge of the Hupeh 
district. The deceased cficer had seen 
much active service and had fought scores 
of successful battles against the Taiping 
and other rebels. He is to receive the 
posthumous honours usually accorded to 
an officer of his rank who dies in harness. 
His successor is Yang Hung-li, a Kiangsu 
man, who hasa long record of military 
service. 

18th June. 
RETIREMENT OF THE ACTING GOVEROR 
OF TURKESTAN. 

Wei Kuang-tao, the acting Governor 
of Turkestan, has been granted permission 
to retire from the public service as soon as 
he shall have handed over charge tu the 
new Governor, T‘ao-mo His reason for 
taking this step is his desire to attend to 
his mother who is advanced in years and is 
in a very feeble state of health. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Hsii Chih-hsiang is gazetted Chief Exam. 
iner for the approaching examinations at 
Canton, his Assistant being Chou Shu-mo. 
Similar appointments at Foochow are con- 
ferred upon Chii Hung-chi and Tuan Yu- 
lan, respectively. 


19th June. 
APPOINIMENTS. 


Jao Ying-ch‘i, formerly Taotai at 
Kashgar, has been appointed acting Finan- 
cial Commissioner in Turkestan. During 
the absence of Hsii Chih-hsiang, who is to 
go to Canton as Chief Examiner, his place 
as senior Vice President of the Censorate 
will be filled by Ch‘én-yi. 

EARTHQUAKE IN SHANSI. 


The Governor of Shansi reports that an 
earthquake which affected simultaneously 
a large extent of country occurred about 
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six o’clock on the morning of the 17th 
April. The memorialist himself was in the 
south portion of the province at the time, on 
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increased very much during the spring. 
Doctors informed:him that absolute rest 
was essential to enable him to recover his 


a tour of inspection of the troops, when he | health, and he obtained leave in order to 


received reports on the subject from the 
magistrates of Fén-yang and P‘ing-yao, in 
neither of which districts had there, how- 
ever, been any loss of life. A number of 


other departments in the Prefecture of | 


Fénchou suffered much more severely. In 
the district of Chiehhsiu, the walls of the 
city were completely demolished and the 
prisons, granaries and other public build- 
ings were greatly damaged. A large pro- 
portion of the dwelling houses in the town 
were partially destroyed but were not ren- 
dered quite uninhabitable. Five people 
were killed in the suburbs of the town and 
thirty more received serious injuries. The 





place himself under proper treatment. 
His health shows no signs of improve- 
ment and he begs to be allowed to vacate his 
post. Memorialist sent a deputy to enquire 
as to his actual state of health and has now 
the honour to request that a new, appoint- 
ment be made to the post in question. — 
Decree will follow. . 
21st June. 
DECREE. 


Chang Yao has presented a memucrial 


’ reporting a robbery from the works in 


catastrophe left great fissures and rents in , 
the earth in several places. In the Asiaoyi | 


district the destruction was much on the 
same scale. 
property, which was very general, eight 
people were killed and thirty-five severely 
injured. Measures have been taken for 
burying the dead, attending to the in- 
jured, and relieving the sufferers. Reports 
have been called for from other districts 
where the extent of the calamity has not 
yet been accurately ascertained. The 
Governor dwells with regret upon his lack 
of moral worth in not being able to avert 
a disaster which has inspired him with an 
inexpressible feeling of dread.— Rescript. 
We command the memorialist to issue 
instructions which will inswe the relief of 
the sufferers and prevent any one from being 
left homeless. 
20th June. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) P‘an Yen-t‘ung is appointed Reader 
of the Hanlin. 

(2) Huang Cho-yiian is appointed Ex- 
positor of the Hanlin. 

RETIREMENT. 


The Governor-General of Szechuan pre- 
fers a request on behalf of the Intendant 
of the Ch‘uantung Circuit, Het‘unga, who 
asks for permission to retire on account of 
ill-health. The officer in question served 
for seven years against the rebels and had 
to endure great hardships, to which was 
added a fall from a swerving pony ; this 
resulted in his spitting blood and suffering 
in health generally. Being naturally of 
a strong constitution he was _ enabled 
to shake off his complaint, until last year 
an incautious exposure to the sun brought 
on an attack of his old malady. He also 
suffered from extreme giddiness which 
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ins sdciteion toes damage +2.) and also wounded several of the official 





charge of Ch‘i An, the Taotai in charge of 
the Grand Canal and asks that the officers 
responsible for the negligence displayed be 
deprived of their buttons. 

The fact that the miscreants wounded 
the Taotai, carried off a case of treasure 


servants is a very serious matter and is not 
to be regarded in the light of an ordinary 
burglary. Circumstances would seem to 
show that it is part of a large scheme and 
that it must be at once sharply dealt with 
in order to prevent its further develope- 
ment. Chang Yao is hereby directed to at 
once secure all the persons concerned and 
deal with them in the severest possible 
manner; not one must be allowed to escape. 
The punishment suggested, namely that the 
T‘eng District Magistrate and the sergeant 
in charge be deprived of their buttons for 
their carelessness is not adequate ; they are 
to be at once degraded and given a fixed 
time within which to secure the criminals 
still at large. 
PAY OF GRAIN CARGO-BOATS. 


Li Hung-chang again takes up the case 
of the boatmen in charge of the Govern- 
ment vessels which convey the tribute 
rice from TientsintoT‘ungchow. It appears 
that some five years ago he suggested that 
a compassionate allowance of Tis. 5 per 
boat per annum be granted to those in 
charge, but this suggestion, which was 
adopted for some time, was afterwards dis- 
regarded last year owing to the small 
quantity of grain conveyed to the capital 
and the number of boats engaged in the 
service. Each boat was only able to make 
one trip during the season and the 
amount earned as freight was very small. 
For the greater part of the year they 
were forced to lie idle and in consequence 
suffered greatly. Memorialist took the 
opportunity then of pointing out that if 
these men were paid only in proportion 
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would result in thieving and other abuses, 
and again proposed a grant of Tis. 5 a 
year; to this the Board made reply au- 
thorising a grant of 7m. 5c. for every 100 
piculs carried to commence from the pre- 
sentseason. Memorialist has now received 
a statement from the Tientsin Taotai Hu 
to the following effect :— 

“It has been the custom to engage out- 
side boatmen for the Government grain- 
boats engaged in conveying the Chékiang 
and. Kiangsu tribute rice to Tungchow, and 
make them a yearly allowance in lieu of 
wages and rations. In former years this 
sum was fixed at Tls. 15 per annum but 
was afterwards reduced to Tls. 74. As out 
of this sum they defray the cost of repairs 
and oil for their boats it will at once be seen 
that it was totally inadequate and no matter 
how great care was taken it was impossible 
to guard against peculation and tampering 
with the grain. The compassionate aliow- 
ance of Tis. 5 per annum granted to each 
boat in the 12th year of Kuang Hsii, and 
which gave consequently to each boat a 
total sum of Tls. 124, was productive of 
excellent results, and the rice was properly 
looked after and delivered in good condition. 
The present number of boats engaged in 
conveying the tribute rice amounts to two 
thousand, but the quantity of grain from 
Chékiang and Kiangsu will only allow of 
each boat making one or two trips each 
season; at the very most they can only 
make three. As their carrying capacity 
does not exceed 200 piculs all they could 
earn under the proposed arrangement 
would be Tls. 14 per trip and if by good 
luck they were able to make three 
trips it would only amount to Tis. 43. 
The introduction of this system of pay- 
ment according to the quantity carried 
would possibly lead to serious disturbances 
as great competition must inevitably ensue 
between the various boats, each being 
eager to make as many trips as possible. 
It would also be extremely difficult to 
guard against the abuses which would 
arise in consequence of the boatmen at- 
tempting to supplement their wages by 
abstracting cargo, and it would on all 
grounds be eminently desirable to revert 
to the former arrangement.” 

Memorialist has made a calculation which 
proves that the arrangement proposéd by 
the Board would only effect a saving of 
something just under Tls. 2,000, against 
which would have to be placed the loss that 
would inevitably result from peculation, 
and out of compassion for the boatmen, 
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to the amount of grain they carried it 





and in the interests of the public service, . 
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memorialist would strongly recommend 
that the former allowance be reverted to. 
—Request granted. Let the Board of Revenue 
take note. 

MURDER IN KIRIN. 


Two men, Yen Chih-feng and Pi Chao- 
chen, made an arrangement to bring a piece 
of waste land under cultivation and there- 
after rent and till it in common. When the 
first division of profits ought to have taken 
place Pi demanded his share, but Yen, 
alleging that he had no ready money, 
refused to comply with his request. Pi 
repeatedly made application for what was 
his due but was always put off. Shortly 
afterwards Yen went the length of expel- 
ling Pi from the jointly rented piece of 
land. The latter appears to have patiently 
endured this treatment and removed to 
Wuch‘ang where he hired himself out as a 
day labourer. In the fifth moon finding 
nv work he went back to Yen’s house aud 
begged to be aliowed to live there tem- 
porarily. Yen and his wife, however, gave 
him notice that they would only give him 
shelter for one night, aud that he must leavé 
again next day. During the night when 
others were asleep Pi lay reflecting on the 
harsh way Yen had formerly treated and was 
now treating him and his heart being filled 
with rage he conceived the idea of taking 
his revenge. He accordiug rose and steal- 
thily entered the sleeping apartment of the 
Yen family, which consisted of Yen, his 
wife, one s-nand two daughters, with a hoe, 
intending to kill them all as they lay 
asleep. In the darkness, however, he 
could only strike at random on the kany 
where he knew they were lying, and so only 
succeeded in mortally wounding Yen and 
his son. Yen’s wife and the two danghters 
made their escape by the window and roused 
the neighbours, who immediately seized Pi, 
had him bound and handed over to the 
authorities. 

According to the provisions of the code 
he has after formal trial been sentenced to 
be at once beheaded, his left cheek to be 
branded with the characters signifying 
‘notorious criminal” and his head to be 
exposed in a cage. Properly speaking one 
half of his property ought also to be 
sequestrated and handed to the family of 
the victim; but as Pi was in a state 
of abject peverty this was impossible.— 
Let the Bourd of Punishments consider and 
report without delay. : 

22nd June. 
SHRINE FOR A DECEASED OFFICIAL. 


Li Hung-chang reports that the 
following statement has been addressed 
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to him by two of the gentry of Kiangsu, 
Wu Ta-chéng, late Director General of 
the Yellow River, and Chu I-tseng late 
- Civil Vice-Governor of Fengt‘ien: ‘‘ The 
late Ying Pao-shih Judicial Commissioner 
for Kiangsu was appointed in the 10th 
year of Hsien Feng when the Taipings 
overran the Soochow and Sungkiang district 
to superintend the organisation of the 
trainbands and was instrumental in recap- 
turing the Prefectural city of Sungkiang. 
During the next year when Shanghai was 
so closely threatened he in codperation with 
the gentry established the Huifangchii 
(Joint Defence Office) and raised money 
wherewith to pay the troops. The rebels at 
that time were in possession of Chapu, 
Funghsien, Chinshan, Ch‘uansha, and Nan- 
hui, and Shanghai was surrounded by them 
on all sides. The late Provincial Judge 
recognising to the full the great importance 
of Shanghai as being the centre of fureign 
trade, and the one point whence a revenue 
was derived and where duty was_ paid, 
made the most strenuous efforts for 
iis protection and by his masterly 
stroke of sending steamers to meet the 
troops (of Li Hung-chang) in Anhui and 
conveying them to Shanghai, was the main 
instrument in recovering possession of that 
region. When afterwards he acted as 
Taotai at Shanghai he founded a College 
and an Asylum for the poor, and in his 
capacity of Provincial Judge enjuined 
on every ‘‘Chou” and ‘‘Hsien” the 
necessity of establishing granaries and 
stocking them with grain in order to pro- 
vide against unforeseen contingencies. He 
further raised Tls. 200,000 for dredging 
the Wusung river and by all means in his 
power strove to prove himself worthy of his 
post. His eminent services call for some 
recognition and it is suggested that the 
gentry and people of Shanghai erect a 
special shrine in his honour.” 

Memorialist would add that when during 
the last year of Hsien Feng the Sungkiang 
district was in the hands of the rebels, 
Shanghai was the only place on which 
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reliance could be placed and was the : 


eastern base from which he directed 
his troops. It is undoubtedly owing 
to the energetic measures taken by the 
officials and gentry of that city that Kiang- 
su was recovered. Amongst the gentry 
preeminent is the name of Ku Wen-ping 
and that of Ying Pao-shih amongst the 
officials. At the time when he proposed 
to hire steamers to run the gauntlet of 
Nanking, then in possession of the rebels, 
and meet the (i.e. Li Hung-chang’s own) 
trovps, such a thing had never been done 
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before and his detractors secretly threw 
obstacles in the way. The British Con- 
sul Chinghuat‘o however supported him 
strongly and as he was always on good 
terms with foreigners he laid the critical 
state of things before Admiral Hope. He 
also got together large sums of money to 
enable him to charter steamers for the 
purpose from the foreign merchants, and 
made all necessary arrangements for the 
transport of troops and munitions of war. 
Feng Kuei-fen who was an eyewitness of 
all that was done has specially recorded all 
the services rendered by Ying at that 
critical time in his ‘‘Hu Cheng Huifangchi” 
and ‘‘Wan Shui Ying Shihchi.” Even 
now when the people of Kiangsu look 
back on the past they all remember the 
sending to meet the troops. 

Memorialist who has served with the 
officer in question cannot speak too highly 
of his ability and does earnestly request 
that the permission asked for in the 
preceding document be granted.—Granted. 
Let the Bourd concerned tuke note. 


23rd June. 
DEATH OF P‘U YING. 


We learn with regret the death of P‘u 
Ying, Mongol Deputy Lieutenant-General 
of the Bordered White Banner, reported to 
us by Ting An. At the time of his death 
deceased was in charge of the organisation 
of the trainband system of the three Man- 
churian provinces and displayed a thorough 
grasp of military matters. 

We hereby direct that the usual honours 
conferred on an officer of his standing for 
merit in the field be accorded to him in 
recognition of his services. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Ming Hin is appointed to the post 
vacated by the death of the above officer. 
No documents of interest, 


24th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Civil Office has handed in 
a memorial with reference to rewards con- 
ferred on officers who may have previously 
been guilty of some offence. In reply We 
have to point out that the power to give or 
withhold [honours] has ever rested with 
the Throne. ‘Of late years in all cases where 
on account of Acts of Grace or because of 
subscriptions they may have made, officers 
have been recommended for rewards, We 
have always either issued a special decree 
sanctioning the reward asked for or have 
handed the matter over to the Board for 











consideration. In some cases We have by 
special decree restored officers to their for- 
mer rank, in others We have degraded 
them one or two steps prior to allowing 
them to again enter the public service. 
The degree of severity is entirely for Us 
to decide and when We issue special 
decrees of this nature how can the Board 
be allowed to consider as to whether it shall 
pass or rejectthem. For the future when- 
ever the High Provincial Authorities pre- 
sent cases of this kind asking for rewards 
to be bestowed on officials, the Board will 
naturally consider according to the regula- 
tions all cases which We may refer to them 
for consideration, but as regards such cases 
which We may approve of by special decree 
the Board will proceed to carry out Our 
instructions ; it must not quote its own 
regulations and ask Us to alterour decision. 
-.No documents of interest. 


25th June. 


REMITTANCES FROM FUKIEN. 


Out of the annual sum which the Fu- 
kien province is required to furnish, some 
Tls. 30,000 have been already remitted and 
the Governor-General now reports the 
departure for the capital of a deputy with 
drafts for the following amounts : 


Tea Duty payable to the Imperial Ts. 
Household 15,000 
Tea Duty payable to the Board of 
Revenue ........... ceeceecee cee eecaee 10,000 
Contribution towards Peking Revenue 10,000 
Contribution towards increase in Pe- 
king salaries 


Tls. 55,000 





APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR IN PERSON. 


The Governor of Honan reports the re- 
hearing of a case which had been presented 
tothe Emperor in person and which the 
Board had referred for trial to the authori- 
ties of the province to which the plaintiff 
belonged. The Plaintiff Li Feng-hsien is 
a native of Yenchenghsien, in which 
district his father Li Chien-pang was the 
proprietor of a small shop. On the 3rd of 
November, 1885, about midnight this shop 
was broken into and several things carried 
off. The father who made an attempt to 
arrest the thieves stumbled in the dark 
over the threshold of the door, wounded 
his forehead and broke one of his fingers. 
The next day Li Teng-hsien on hearing of 
the theft lodged a charge of burglary with 
violence against some persons unknown 
hoping thereby to ensure the immediate 
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arrest of the offenders. The Magistrate on 
enquiring into the matter found that the 
total value of the stolen property only 
amounted to Tis. 15, and issued warrants 
for the arrest of the thieves. These how- 
ever remained undiscovered and no action 
could be taken. Two years ago Li Feng- 
hsien himself opened a small] shop in 
Loho street which was on two occasions 
broken into and some bales of cloth 
removed. A man named Hung Sui-chen 
was arrested as being mixed up with 
this affair and on examination confessed 
that he and an accomplice named Lii Tai-an 
had on a certain date robbed Li’s shop, he 
receiving as his share two pieces of cloth, 
afan and a pipe. The cloth and the fan 
he sold to a stranger and the pipe to a 
friend of his named Lii Chiang. On in- 
terrogating the latter he admitted having 
purchased the article in question, but pro- 
fessed ignorance of the fact that it was 
stolen property, and was accordingly re- 
leased on bail. Hung Sui-chen was remanded 
until Lii T‘ai-an should be arrested when 
they could be confronted. This mode of 
procedure did not please Li Feng-hsien 
who, resenting the delay, made out an 
accusation against the magistrate’s police 
charging them with conniving at theft, 
and presented it at the yamén of the 
Provincial Judge who referred the case to 
the lower Courts. Li Feng-hsien gain a 
disappointed, next conceived the idea of 
making an appeal to the Emperor in per- 
son, but as he realised how trivial the 
nature of the charge was, he added a charge 
against the police of harbouring criminals. 


This together with other trifling addi- 
tions he presented to His Majesty at the 
roadside for which offence he was forth- 
with arrested and sent back to his native 
province for trial. 


The case has now been reheard and the 
following decisions arrived at. Of the 
minor offence of inaccuracy in Li’s charge 
no notice need be taken, but in that he 
ventured to break through his Majesty’s 
bodyguard and present a petition he ought 
to be sentenced to one hundred blows and 
banishment to the nearer frontier. As 
his parents however are advanced in 
years and he is an only son it is requested: 
that he be only beaten and exposed in the 
cangue so that he may be able to support 
his parents. 

The police for their carelessness in not 
sooner effecting the arrest of the thieves, 
with the result that all this trouble has 
arisen, are sentenced to 80 blows. — Let the 


Board of Punishments consider and report. 


Jone 26—28. ] 


26th June. 
DEATH BY DROWNING. 


Chang Yao reports the death by drowning 
of K‘ung Chao-t‘sai an expectant chi- 
hsien together with some others, which 
took place on the 22nd of April under the 
following circumstances. On the day in 
question owing to a strong wind the waves 
were seriously undermining the bank of 
the Yellow River at Yangchuang in the 
Kangch ‘ing district. K‘ung with a military 
chiijen named Ma, recognising the danger, 
at once set to work to strengthen the em- 
bankment. The wind however increased 
in violence and stones and dust filled the 
air to such an extent that it was impossible 
to see, when all of a sudden a portion of 
the embankment gave way and K‘ung and 
Ma, along with thirteen soldiers who were 
assisting them, were precipitated into the 
raging current and drowned. Their bodies 
were afterwards recovered and handsomely 
interred. 


K‘ung was a Kiangsu chinshih de- 
tached for service as expectant magis- 
trate in Shantung where he distinguished 
himself so greatly in connection with river- 
work that memorialist was just on the 
point of recommending his promotion to 
the rank of sub-prefect. The circum- 
stances under which he and his com- 
rades met their death while engaged on 
work for the public service are extremely 
distressing and memorialist would ask that 
the Board be directed to award some dis- 
tinction in recognition of their great merit. 

In a postscript memorial he goes on to 
state that the widow of the afvresaid K‘ung 
on hearing of her husband’s death refused 
all nourishment for several days and then 
took poison not wishing to outlive the 
deceased. Such great virtue is assuredly 
deserving of the highest praise and it is 
requested that a flag with an honorary in- 
scription be made out in her honour.— 
Request granted. 


27th June. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS FAMINE RELIEF. 


The Viceroy at Canton submits a list of 
officers for whom he solicits the bestowal 
of rewards on account of the contributions 
they made for the relief of the distress 
which recently prevailed in the North. 
Contributions of Tls. 1,000 each, or its 
equivalent in wadded clothing were received 
from the followiung—Su Ming-chang, an 
expectant Secretary in a Board, his brother 
Su Ming-shén who holds a similar position, 
and Lo-fén, the son of Lo Tun-hsien, for- 
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merly President of a Metropolitan Board. 
In each case permission has been granted to 
erect a memorial arch bearing the inscrip- 
tion ‘‘They delighted in charity and loved 
to do good” to the parents of the donors 
whose promptings were the immediate 
cause of the generosity. 


28th June. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF A TAOTAI. 


Wu Chung-hsiang, an officer of the second 
grade and expectant Taotai on the Canton 
establishment, receives a very laudatory 
notice from the Viceroy Li Han-chang. 
Starting his career as a provincial graduate, 
he served for many years in the Arsenal at 
Foochow and subsequently took part in 
the subjugation of the savages, in Formosa. 
Thence he was transferred to the Naval 
College at Tientsin where he. filled the 
office of Superintendent of Naval Instruc- 
tion. He has on different occasions been 
favourably recommended to the Throne by 
Li Hung-chang, Shén Pao-chén, and Wu 
Ta-ch‘éng. Four years ago he was trans- 
ferred to Canton as Superintendent of the 
Military and Naval School there and by 
his devotion to Western learning has 
succeeded in training a large number of 
proficient students. The memorialist con- 
siders him to be a man of vast capacity and . 
experience who is well fitted to fill a 
ditticult post and he trusts that he may 
be allowed to remain at Canton. —Rescript. 
Noted. 


REMITTANCES FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES AT 
CANTON, 


The High Authorities at Canton report 
the transmission of the first instalment of 
the various contributions which the Canton 
Customs have been directed to forward 
to Peking during the.present year. The 
items of the assessment, as fixed by the 
Board of Revenue, are as follows :— 
Tis. 100,000 from the Customs revenue 
for the Peking subsidy, and Tls. 60,000 as 
an additional contribution for the same 
purpose : Tls. 440,000 from the six-tenths 
of the Foreign Customs receipts for fron- 
tier defence expenses on the North East: 
Tis. 6,000 quarterly to repay the amonnt 
due to the Peking fund by the Customs at 
Foochow : Tis. 40,000 for increasing the 
salaries of the Peking officials and Tls. 
300,000 for the Privy Purse. The first instal- 
ment of the foregoing impvusts has been 
remitted by a special messenger, a loan 
having as usual, been contracted to raise 
the necessary funds. ’ 


29th June. 
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from the public service in order that he 


REFUTATION OF FALSE ACCUSATION AGAINST 
A GENERAL. 


General T‘ang Shih-kuei, who was for- 
merly Aide-de-camp to the Viceroy at 
Canton, received permission about seven 
years ago to go home on leave to visit his 
parents. A few months after he started, 
serious charges were brought against the 
Viceroy Chang Shu-shéng, which a Com- 
mission composed of P‘eng Yi-lin and 
Chang Chih-tung was appointed to investi- 
gate. In their report upon the subject 
the Commissioners inadvertently stated 
that General T‘ang had caused much 
scandal at Canton, and that he had-been 
deported by the Viceroy. This statement 
is quite at variance with the facts of the 
case as they appear in the ofticial archives, 
where the cause of the General’s leaving 
Canton is plainly set forth. The General 
has now intimated a wish to return to his 
post, and as he is an officer of much dis- 
tinction, whose character is vindicated by 
public opinion, the Viceroy asks permis- 
sion to give him employment.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

MURDER CASE IN TURKESTAN. 


About a year ago a man named Fang 
Wén-ping a native of Kansu came to the 
Capital of Turkestan where he found em- 
ployment in a druggist’s store kept by a 
named Liu Yin-t’ang. One day Liu bought 
some charcoal and being himself engaged 
in the shop he asked his assistant to see to 
its being weighed. ‘The weight of the 
basket was to be deducted from the gross 
total and there was a difference of two 
cattiesin the amount which in the opinion of 
the buyer and seller should be allowed on 
this account. A sharp altercation took 
place between the two parties which led to 
an exchange of blows. The assistant ended 
the scuffle by striking the charcoal seller a 
blow on the head with a piece of the fuel. 
The law on the subject is that any one 
who causes the death of another in a brawl 
by either striking or kicking him shal: be 
strangled after the usual period of impri- 
sonment. This sentence has been imposed 
in the present instance and a complete re- 
cord of the case has been forwarded to the 
Board of Punishment. 


30th June. 
No papers of interest. 
1st July. 


RETIREMENT OF THE ACTING GOVERNOR OF 
TURKESTAN, 


Wei Kuang-tao, the Acting Governor of 
Turkestan, applies for permission to retire 
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may be in a position to attend to the wants 
of his mother who is seventy four-years of 
age and in a very feeble state of health.” 
During her girlhood his mother endured 
great privations and in her later years she 
suffered so much from illness that the 
memorialist has always taken her with him 
to his official residence and ministered per- 
sonally to her comfort. Her constitution 
could not however have stood the rigorous 
climate of Turkestan and seven years ago 
when he was transferred there he was 
obliged to send her to his home in Hunan. 
Many reverses have befallen the family in 


; the meantime, no less than seven of its 


members including his brother and sister 
having been carried off by death. He has 
been daily hoping for the return of Liu 
Chin-t‘ang and was greatly disappointed 
to tind that his leave had been extended. 
His hopes, however, revived when he 
learned of the appointment of T‘ao-Mo 
who, being in the neighbouring province 
of Shensi, should be able to relieve him 
very shortly. The journey to Hunan will 
occupy five or six months, and he earnestly 
begs that on the arrival of the new Governor 
he may be authorised to go into retirement 
for the present. He is barely fifty-three, 
and still hopes to spend many years in the 
service of his country. Should, as he 
hopes, the joy of seeing her son again 
restore his mother to health, he will lose 
no time in presenting himself for employ- 
me.nt—Decree already published. 


2nd July. 
OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


P‘an Wei, the Governor of Kueichow 
has received permission to retire on the 
ground of continued ill-health. Liang- 
p‘ei, one of the departmental clerks in the 
Tsung-li Yamén, is gazetted Director of the 
Sacrificial Court. 


SILK AND SILK WEAVING APPARATUS FOR 
THE PALACE, 


Towards the end of last year the Super- 
intendent of the Imperial Manufactory at 
Hangchow received instructions to procure 
and forward to Peking samples of the silk 
produced in the locality, together with a 
number of weavers, looms, and other imple- 
ments used, in the manufacture of the 
article. These were to be placed at the 
disposal of the Empress who was starting 
a silk weaving department in the Imperial 
grounds. The Superintendent having 
made a requisition for the necessary funds, 
he was told to apply to the Governor of 
Chékiang, and was ordered to carry out 
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his previous instructions without delay. 
He now reports that he is forwarding the 
following workmen and implements to Pe- 
king ; three looms, with all the necessary 
apparatus, and one superintendent ; eleven 
skilled artisans for the weaving and dyeing 
departments, five women trained in the 
management of silkworms, and numerous 
patterns of woven silk. All this varied 
collection goes forward by water as far las 
Tientsin whence it is to be transmitted to 
Peking and handed over to the Imperial 
Household department. 


REWARD FOR PROMPT COLLECTION OF 
THE LAND TAX. 


The land tax is, the Viceroy at Wuchang 
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remarks, the basis of the revenue of the | 


country, and it collection is one of the most 
important duties that is imposed upon the 
district office. The subsidy which is annual- 


ly forwarded to Peking, as well as the ' 


assistance whichis rendered to the provinces 
that are not self-supporting, all depend 
upon the land tax, and the energy with 
which it is collected is an important factor 
in the financial arrangements of the Em- 
pire. The Mach‘éng district is required 
to provide a yearly assessment of Ts. 
294,070 in addition to a contribution of 
7,313 for the grain Intendant’s department. 
Last year the whole amount was collected 
within the prescribed time and as a recogni- 
tion of his activity, it is asked that the 
magistrate of the district should be granted 
one step of commutative rank.—Granted by 
Rescript. 
3rd July. 
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIALS TO SUPERINTEND 
THE CONVEYANCE OF COPPER FROM 
YUNNAN TO PEKING. 


In a Decree published to-day the Emperor 
acknowledges the receipt of a memorial 
from the Board of Revenue in which they 
state that the period for which the officials 
charged with the conveyance of govern- 
ment copper from Yiinnan to Peking were 
appointed has expired, and ask that fresh 
appointments should be made for a term 
of three years. The following are the 
officers deputed for this duty in the several 
provinces through which the copper has 
to pass ; in Szechuan Té Shou ; in Hupeh, 
Wang Chih-ch‘un; and for Chihli Yi- 
Ch‘ang ; all of whom are made responsible 
for seeing that the district officers do all in 
their power to expedite the passage of the 


tions. In the event of any of the above 
officers being promoted or transferred 
elsewhere during the term ef their appoint- 





ment, their duties in connection with the ~ 
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conveyance of the copper will devolve on 
their successors in the provincial govern- 
ment. The conveyance of lead from Kuei- 
chow will likewise be superintended by 
the same officials. 


OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 

Shén Ping-ch‘éng reports having re- 
turned to his duties as Governor of 
Avhui. He reached Ngankin and two 
days later took over the seals of office from 
the acting Governor. After dwelling at 
some length on the great consideration 
shown him by the Throne, and his own 
shortcomings, he states that the crops along 
the River looked remarkably well and that 
peacé and quiet prevailed amongst the 
people. 

4th July. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Sung-Fan is hereby appointed Governor 
of Kueichow. He is to proceed at once to 
his post and need not come to the capital 
for audience. 


REWARDS TO PUBLIC-SPIRITED INDIVIDUALS. 


Lasv year Ma Pei-yao introduced the 
cultivation of the mulberry tree and estab- 
lished looms for weaving silk in the two 
Prefectures of Kueilin and Wuchow. The 
success of this undertaking was so marked 
that the people in the Liuchow district at 
once followed suit and two officers were 
appointed to superintend operations. The 
great difficulty however that had to be 
ce mtended with in such a poverty-stricken 
country was want of money and had it not 
been for the generous support of Chang 
Ju-hai, Intendant of the Yochiang Circuit, 
who headed a subscription list for the Liu- 
chow Prefecture with a donation of Tls. 
10,000, the enterprise would have doubt- 
less come to naught. The good example 
thus set them was widely followed and in 
the end capital enough was obtained to 
plant a million trees and the silk obtained 
filled the baskets to overflowing. 

Even since the disturbances in Kuangsi 
the amount of grain stored in the granaries 
has been very inadequate and memorialist’s 
predecessor repeatedly called on his subor- 
dinates to promote the establishment 
of granaries by public subscription in 
order to guard against any unforeseen 
calamity. The same want of money 
was likewise feit in this instance, when 


| Liu En-chiin, Acting Prefect of Ping- 
copper through their respective jurisdic- | 


1é came forward with a subscription of 
Tls. 1,600 which was divided amongst the 
eight chows and hsiens within his juris- 
diction at the rate of Tls. 200 per town 
to form the basis of a fund establishing 


granaries on the lines indicated. The 
gentry were not slow to follow in his 
footsteps and the amounts subscribed 
rapidly increased. These cases have been 
brought to memorialist’s notice by the 
Provincial Treasurer, who asks that the 
eminent services rendered by these officers 
be in some way rewarded. Memorialist 
would strongly support such a request and 
trusts permission will be accorded to these 
two officers to erect honorary portals in 
their native districts to the memory of their 
parents to whose influence their generous 
conduct is in a great measure to be ascribed. 
— Request granted. 


bth July. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Kung Chao-yiian is appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Szechuan. 

(2) Huang Yii-en Provincial Judge of 
Chékiang. 

(3) Wu Tsu-ch‘un Prefect of Téngchow 
(Chefoo.) 


ROBBERY ON THE GRAND CANAL, 


Chang Yao states that when on his way 
to Téngchow he received a report of 
Ch‘e An, Taotai in charge of the Grand 
Canal (Shantung), to the effect that 
while superintending the digging of the 
river-bed his boat was attacked and rob- 
bed. It appears that on the 27th day 
of the 3rd moon he was at anchor at a 
place called Hsiwan in the Téng district. 
Work had ceased for the day and his sub- 
ordinates were each seeking repose after 
their labours as they saw fit, when sud- 
denly a band of robbers fully armed rushed 
on board the boat and breaking open 
the treasure locker abstracted therefrom 
Tis. 1,000, in addition to various articles of 
clothing. The Taot‘ai in his attempts to 
retain possession of the ofticial seal had 
his lips cut and one of his front teeth 
knocked out. One of the sailors and one 
of the coelies were fired on, and three of 
the sailors were severely beaten. On 
receipt of this intelligence, memorialist at 
once instructed the Yenchow Brigade- 
General to take immediate steps to secure 
the arrest of the criminals and report the 
names of the officers guilty of negligence 
in allowing such characters to be at large. 
News has now been received that eight of 
the band have been arrested and are now 
undergving trial. Asan example to others 
it is requested that the magistrate of the 
Téng District and the sergeant in charge 
of the division in which the robbery took 


place be deprived of their buttons.— 


Decree will follow. 
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THE IMPERIAL HUNTING GROUND. 


Fe Fu reports his return from a tour of 
inspection of the Imperial Hunting Ground 
and of the shrines in the course of erection 
in his district. Owing to the immense extent 
of the hunting ground, embracing as it does 
several thousands of li, memorialist in the 
few days at his disposal was only able 
to confine his attention to the south- 
eastern diyision where in the second 
year of Tung Chih his predecessor. Ju Lin 
had proceeded to bring the land under 
cultivation. The district appeared to him 
in a fairly prosperous condition and no 
cases of illegal appropriation of land were 
brought forward. Since his return he has 
had several conversations with Yi Shu, the 
ofticerin chargeoftheWeichang, whoinforms 
him that as long as the country was un- 
cultivated, and primeval forests, the haunts 
of all sorts of wild animals, remained, the 
people were chary of venturing into the 
wilds and if was a comparatively easy 
matter for the governments troops to 
control brigandage. Now, however, as 
cultivation is spreading and the wild 
animals are withdrawing deeper into the 
forests, the number of robbers has greatly 
increased and outrages on the part of 
bands whose whereabouts it is extremely 
difficult to trace are of frequent occurrence, 
Memorialist fully recognises the difticulties 
that this officer has to contend with and 
the importance of rendering him every 
assistance ; he has accordingly instructed 
trustworthy officers of the trainbands to 
co-operate with him in his arduous duties 
and trusts such steps will be taken as will 
ensure the maintenance of order.-—Noled. 


6th July. 
No documents of interest. 


7th July. 
METEOROLOGICAL. 


The Governor of Shunt‘ien reports a 
rainfall of over three inches in the Metro- 
politan District. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Wén Ying is appointed Supervising Cen- 

sor of the Revenue Department. 
PREROGATIVES OF THE BOARD OF CIVIL 
OFFICE. 

The Imperial Clansman Lin Shu, Presid- 
ent of the Board of Civil Office, has the 
honour to refer to the copy of a decree the 
Council of State has just published in 
answer toa memorial by Li Huug-chang ask- 
ing that some special reward be bestowed on 
a certain expectant 'l'aotai, Fu-kuang, in con- 
sideration of his handsome douation to the 
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Relief Fund. This decree, which bears 
date the 4th day of the 4th moon, K.S. 
XVII, places Fu Kuang’s n me on the list 
of Taotais open to sel-ction for substantive 
office. Memorialist would, however, point 
out that there are very stringent regula- 
tions forbidding the reinstatement in office 
of officers who have been degraded on 
account of ‘‘ private” offences, even should 
they be willing to purchase their rank at a 
costof one and a-half times what they 
originally paid. Should they, however, be 
noted for distinguished service in actual 
warfare they may, on payment of a sum 
one and a-half times as large as that for 
which they originally purchased their rank, 
be reinstated. Of late years the rules 
regarding the purchase of rank have 
been frequently relaxed, as for instance 
in the cases of the subscriptions for 
Maritime Defence, the Chengchow disaster 
aud the Relief Funds in the various pro- 
vinces, but the sole exception has been this 
clause regarding the reinstatement of offi- 
cers convicted of ‘* private” offences. When 
funds were first. required for the establish- 
ment of the Board of Admiralty there were 
certain cases in which officjals were 
restored to their former rank, but this was 
put a stop to in the eleventh moun of K.S. 
XIV by the Admiralty authorities, an 
example which was followed by the Board 
of Civil Office in dealing with the various 
provincial Relief Funds. Instructions were 
issu:d whereby all that a degraded officer 
could cbtain was nominal rank and that 
only on recommendation of the Board of 
Revenue, to whom payment had to be made 
direct, not.through the High Provincial 
authorities, and at their request. The.rules 
moreover regulating the purchase of rank 
by scholars and others differ widely from 
those for the payment of money on the 
part of degraded officers who wish to regain 
their former rank. 

In the present instance a Taotai on 
prebation, Fu Kuang, subscribed Tls. 10,000 
towards the Relief Fund and got the 
Viceroy of Chihli to apply for some reward 
on his behalf, with the result that as above 
stated he was placed on the list of Taotais 
open for selection to a substantive post. 

Memorialist would observe that Fu 
Kuang originally purchased his rank of 
Taotai while a shupan in the shipping 
office of the Canton Hoppo; and that not 
long afterwards he was degraded on ac- 
‘count of some disreputable dealings with 
clerks in the Treasury and ordered back to 
his native place. Last year he applied 
to the Board to reinstate him in his former 
rank, but as the rules did not admit of 
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such as he being allowed to purchase back 
their rank, even at an expenditure of one 
and a-half times the original outlay, his | 
request was negatived. Even had he been 
recommended on account of distinguished 
military services he would have had to pay 
Tls. 25,000 before he could be reinstated. 
As regards the present appointment, it 
having been made by Imperial Decree there 
is no course open but to obey; for the 
future, however, memorialist would request 
thatinstructions be givento the various high 
Provincial authorities directing them to 
abide by the existing regulations,’‘and that 
they be not allowed to disregard these 
regulations as has been done in this 
instance.—For decree in reply v. Guzette of 
June 24th. 


8th July. 
EXTENSION OF LEAVE. 


Some time ago P‘an Wei, Governor of 
Kueichow, seeing that he had served for 
two terms in succession asked for permis- 
sion to go to Peking and be received in 
audience; he likewise begged for one 
month’s leave to enable him to visit the 
tombs of lis ancestors. This permission 
was duly accorded to him and the day of 
his arrival at his home reported by the 
Governor of Kiangsu. This latter official 
now states that the exposure entailed ‘by 
repeated visits to the family graveyard has 
caused the return of an old liver com- 
plaint cf P‘an Wei’s, who is informed by 
the doctors that he must have a complete 
rest for a month in order to ensure recovery. 
P‘an Wei has conveyed to memorialist the 
deep sense of his regret at being unable to 
proceed to Peking and asked him to apply 
for an extra month’s leave on his behalf. — 
Request granted. 


RETURN OF THE NEPALESE MISSION. 


Sheng Tai, Resident at Tibet, reports the 
return through that country of the Nepalese 
Envoy to the Court of China. 

The Mission, which set out on its return 
journey from Peking on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, 1889, arrived in Anterior Tibet on the 
10th of August, 1890. The Envoy at once 
called on the Resident and reported to him 
the deep sense of gratitude with which he . 
was filled at his most gracious treatment 
by the Emperor and returned special thanks 
for the gifts which had been entrusted to 
him for conveyance to his master, as also 
for the presents which had been bestowed 
on himself and his suite. All along the 
route cattle and provisions had been most 
liberally furnished, extreme care had 
been displayed by the troops appointed for 
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their protection, and the journey in every 
way had, thanks to the gracious kindness of 
His Imperial Majesty,. been performed with 
the greatest comfort. 

‘The expressions of their gratitude appear- 
ing to memorialist to be sincere, he as is 
usual éntertained them at a banquet and 
raade them presents of silks, cloth, tea, 
silver medals, sheep, rice, flour, ete., and 
mhoreover sent by them to the Nepalese 
Prince and his court presents of satin, 
purses and small knives. Some of their 
number had suffered from exposure to cold 
on the way and rested in Tibet until they 
recovered from the effects of the journey 
Eventually on the 13 h of April, 1891, they 
set out from Tibet under escort of a guard 
furnished by memorialist, which included 
several soldiers conversant with the Nepa- 
lese tongue.—Noted. 


9th July. 
MILITARY MATTERS IN KIRIN. 
Chang Shun has received a report from 





the officer in charge of the Omuhosolo | 


district complaining of the inadequate 
force at his disposal wherewith to sup- 
press brigandage. To guard. such an 
extensive area he has only 120 men, 
and asks that some means be devised of 
adding to their number with a view to 
the better maintenance of order. Memori- 
alist fully recognises the justice of the 
complaint, but to raise more troops would 
increase the annual expenses which, in the 
present . poverty-strick-n condition of 
Kirin, could hardly be done. After mature 
' deliberation memorialist has come to the 
conclusion that the only way out of the 


difficulty is to transfer-some soldiers from | 


a district where their presence is perhaps 
not so urgently required. The station at 
Wula being near the provincial capital 
might be denuded of forty men with 
their non-commissioned ofticers, and me- 
morialist would suggest the transfer of 
these troops to the Omuhosvlo district. 
—Let the Board of War consider and report. 
10th July. 

* RETIREMENT. 
Pai Heng, the Junior Vice President of 
the Board of War, asks for leave to vacate 
‘ his post on the ground of ill-health, and 
permission is hereby accorded to him to 

do so. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Shouch‘ang is appointed’ Commissioner 
. of the office of Transmission. 


BLOCK IN PROMOTION IN KANSU. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin asks that for a period 
of two years at least no further appoint- 
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ments be made for expectant service in 
Kansu of candidates who have purchased 
otiicial rank. The numbers already waiting 
for promotion greatly exceed the require- - 
ments of the public service and by long wait- 
ing it very often happens that. the dis- 
contented create disturbances and make 
themselves objectionable in other ways. — 
Let the Board of Civil Office consider and 


report. : 
. 11th July. 
MOVEMENTS OF THE NEW GOVERNOR OF 
TURKESTAN, 


The new Governor of Turkestan, T‘ao- 
mo, reports that he hag handed over charge 
of the office of Financial Commissioner of 
Shensi to his successor Chang Yo-nien and 
has started for Peking where he is to be 
received in audience. He proposes to 
leave Hsian Fu on the 4th June. 


ILLEGAL PURCHASE OF PASTURE LAND BY 
CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND CONVERTS AT 
CH‘AHAR, 


The Military Governor and Deputy 
Governor of Ch‘ahar report the conclusion 


‘of the hearing of a case connected with the 


illegal purchase of land by some members 
of the Catholic mission in that neighbour- 
hood. Some eight years ago a convert, 
named Han Ta-ch‘éng, established an office 


’ for bringing under cultivation pasture land 


belonging to one of the Banner oryanis- 
ations and raised a sum of Tls. 7,000 which 
was subscribed in equal shares by forty mem- 
bers of the Catholic mission, including a 
Priest whose Chinese name is T'ao Fu-yin. 
Han Ta-ch‘éng gave Tis. 2,500 of the 
money to certain subordinate members 
of the Banner force who procured him 
a lot of pasture ground which he was to 
reclaim in th2 first instance, and of which 
he was to receive full possession on pay- 
ment of a further sum of Tls. 1,500. A 
stamped deed was issued by a sergeant of 
the force who was given a dowceur of T1s. 
150. The converts who had subscribed the 
money demanded possession of the land 
from Han Ta-ch‘éng and he gave a further 
bribe of Tls. 950 to the sergeant which 
secured possession of the property and the 
right of building on it. The ground was 
ploughed and sown by the converts and the 
crops had been cut, when, on the 21st of 
September last. a company of soldiers under 
the command of a Banner official appeared 
on the scene with the intention of expel- 
ling the occupiers. It was dark at the 
time, and in the confusion and bustle 
which ensued, a soldier who has not been 
identified, accidentally set fire to the grain 
which, together with the standing crops, 
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was totally destroyed. Some money and 
prperty belong-ng to the tonverts were at 
the same ‘ime picked up and carried off. 
The case has been thoroughly investigated 
aid it has been proved that the burning 
was quite unintentional The converts 
have been required to give bick the land 
which is to revert to a state of pasturage, 
an th-y are to be indemnified for tne 
losses they have sustained. ‘The sergeant 
has been already degraded, and it is 
thought that this, coupled with the repay- 
ment of the money he received, will be 
sufficient punishment for his offence. 


12th July. 


METHOD OF DEALING WITH AN OFFICIAL 
CONVICT WHO IS UNABLE TO DEFRAY 
THE EXPENSES FOR SERVICE ON THE 
POST ROADS. 


The Military Governor of Ch‘ahar reports 
that the sentence of Wuch‘ung, formerly 
an assistant magistrate connected with 
the Yungting River, has expired, but 
that being entirely without means, he 
is unable to defray the expenses required 
from convicts in connection with the postal 
service. The rule in such cases is that a 
punishment of 100 blows should be substi- 
tuted for the payment of the meney, and 
this is the course which has been pursued 
in the present instance. ‘ 

APPOINTMENT. 

Shén Yiian-shén, Literary Chancellor of 
Fukien, has been appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of War. 

13th July. 
TOUR OF INSPECTION BY THE GOVERNOR OF 
FING-T'IEN, 

Yii-lu, the Governor of Féng-t‘ien, 
submits a report upon a tour of inspection 
which he recently made throughout the 
southern portion of the province under 
his jurisdiction. In addition to gaining 
knowledge upon the spot regarding the 
towns along the coast line, he was anxious 
to have an opportunity of consulting with 
Li Hung-chany on the various matters con- 
nected with the introducti n of railways 
into Manchuria. Leaving Moukden on the 
16th of May he visited Liaoyang, New- 
chwang, Kaichow, Fuchow and Chinchow, 
all of which places he carefully examined, 
and reached Talienwan on the 28th May 
where he bad along conference with the 
Viceroy Li. When they separated, the 
Viceroy proceeded by steamer to Wei- 
haiwei, while the memorialist, continuing 
his tour, went to Port Arthur and the 
Treaty port of Newchwang.. Port Ar- 
thur and Talienwan are, he considers, 
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- in his jurisdiction. 


far the most important places from a 
strategical point of view on the southern 
coast of the province. Trovps are stationed 
at these points under the command of. ex- 
perienced generals and defensive works of 
great strength have been constructed. All 
throughout the province a good under: 
standing+xists between the executiveand the 
military authorities. The mem: rialist held 
a careful inspection of the troops stationed 
at the treaty port of Newclhwang. The 
new fortifications at Ts¢ngwangp‘u were 
also examined and were found to be ad- 
mirably situated for serving as a support 
to those on the east bank of the river. 
They have not yet been completed, and as 
the funds for their construction have to be 
drawn from the Customs receipts at Shan- 
haikwan, some time may elapse before 
they are finished. ‘the officer in charge 
has been ordered to curry on the work as 
the funds arrive and to see that it is done 
in a strong and substantial manner. The 
Governor returned to Moukden on the 8th 
of June and mentions with satisfaction 
that there was promise of a good harvest 
in the country through which he passed. 


14th July. 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIALS TO SUPERINTEND 
THE CONVEYANCE OF COPPER AND LEAD 
TO PEKING, 

Every three vears officials are appointed 
in the four provinces of Szechuan, Hupeh, 
KSiangsu, and Chihli to superintend the 
conveyance of goverment copper coming 
from Yiinnan to Peking. The choice ge- 
nerally rests between the Judicial and 
Financial Commissioners of the various 
provinces, and at the expiration of each 
term, a list of these officers is submitted by. 
the Board of Revenue to the Emperor 
who makes his own selection for the ap- 
pointment. The so-appointed is charged 
with the duty of exercising a general 
supervision over all the arrangements con- 
nected with the conveyance of.the copper 
He is empowered to 
issue such instructions as are necessary 
to effect this object to all the district 
officers, and can, when circumstances re- 
quire it, invoke the protection of the naval 
and military authorities. Should he be 
promoted or transferre? to another post 
during his term of office, his duties in 
connection with the transit of the copper 
devolve upon his successor. Chang Chih- 
wan and his colleagues in the Board of 
Revenue submit a list of the officers who 
are eligible for these appoinments during a 
term of three of years from the 9th of 
July, 1891. 


[Jury 14—16. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR FAMINE RELIEF. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang furnishes a 
long list of subscriptions mostly of Tls. 
1,000 each from officials whose generosity 
is due to the promptings of their parents 
or other relatives now deceased. Each 
donor has been granted permission to erect 
an archway to the memory of the person 
who first inspired him with the idea of 
contributing to the relief of suffering hu- 
manity. Among those to whom this honour 
is accorded are the President and members 
of the Chinese Club at Yokohama whose 
joint contributions amounted to Ts. 2,000. 


15th July. 
RETIREMENT OF TWO TAOTAIS. 


On the 27th of April last a Decree was 
issued by which the Viceroy of Szechuan 
was ordered to keep a strict watch over 
the doings of I-lo-t’ung-a and Auang Yiin- 
ku, Tavtais of the Ch‘uan-pei and Yung- 
ning Circuits, respectively, and todenounce 
them to the Throne in case they were found 
to be incapable of performing their duties 
with etliciency. A copy of this Decree was 
forwarded in a communication from the 
Cabinet to the Viceroy who was ordered to 
furnish it to the two officials concerned. 
I-lo-tung-a had already applied for permis- 
sion to retire from the service on the grour:d 
of ill-health, andthe Viceroy had supported 
his application in a memorial which he 
addressed to the Throne. The vacant oftice 
has been conferred upon the late Minister 
to Japan. Huang Yiin-ku, the Intendant of 
the Yungning Circuit, is over 70 years of 
age, and although his outward appearance 
shows no signs of failing health, yet there 
can be no doubt that his mental faculties 
are greatly impaired. He has, therefore, 
been obliged to tender his resignation.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


GREAT STORM IN KIANGSI AND HEAVY LOSS 
OF LIFE. 

The Governor of Kiangsi forwards a re- 
port from the Prefect of Linchiang Fu re- | 
specting a severe storm of thunder and light- 
ing, accompanied by wind and hail, which 
occurred almost simultaneously in several 





districts within his jurisdiction on the night 
of the 12th April last. The country in the 
neighbourhood of the Prefectural city 
suffered but little damage, but in the dis- 
trict of Ch’ingchiang there was great loss 
of life and much destruction of crops and 
house property. The storm was fortu- 
nately confined to a small corner of the 
district and steps were being taken to 
repair its ravages. At the likin barrier of 
Sunhu a boat had been capsized and 
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the occupants immersed in the water. 
The districts of Féngch‘éng and Hsin- 
kan had also suffered very severely. A 
commission which was deputed to ascertain 
the extent of the damage in each district 
forwarded fuller particulars. At Ch ‘iao- 
tunghsii and other villages in the Féng- 
chéng district over 870 shops and houses 
had been demolished and 172 people were 
buried in the ruins. In Yungt‘ai and the 
neighbouring villages in the Ch‘ingchiang 
district 642 houses were blown down and 
248 people killed by the storm. In the 
Hsinkan district the number of houses 
blown down was 196, and 63 persons fell 
victims to the fury of the storm. The 
Governor remarks that Kiangsi, being 
an inland province, has hitherto been 
singularly exempt from storms, and that 
the present disaster is altogether unprece- 
dented. Measures have been taken by the 
local authorities to mitigate the severity of 
the distress and the Governor has allotted 
a sum of 1,000 strings of cash each to the 
two districts of Féngch‘éng and Ch‘ing- 
chiang and a further amount of 500 strings 
of cash for the relief of Hsinkan. 
Rescript-—This disaster being a very 
grave one and the condition of the sufferers 
being such as to deserve deep commisera- 


‘tion, we command the Governor to direct 


his subordinates to spend additional sums 
in providing adequate relief so that not one 
of the sufferers may be left destitute. 


DEATH OF A TAOTAI. 


The Governor of Honan reports that the 
Grain Intendant of the province, Chung- 
jui, died on the 9th of June last. The 
duties of the post being of great importance, 
the Governor has deputed an expectant 
Taotai, named Ho Fu-k‘uei, who has much 
capacity and practical experience, to carry 
on the work of the office.—Rescript ap- 
proved. 

16th July. 


RETIREMENT OF THE GOVERNOR OF 
KUEICHOW. 

Kang Yi, the Governor of Kiangsu, for- 
wards an application from P‘an Wei, the 
Governor of Kueichow, who is on a visit to 
his ancestral tombs in the former province, 
for permission to retire from the public 
service on the ground of age and increasing 
bodily infirmities. The applicant qu«tes 
medical certificates to the effect that his 
illness is one which will only yield to 4 
prolonged course of treatment.. He has 
been 50 years in the public service and ae 
received marked recognition from 
Throne which he could not hope te read 
even by the. sacrifice of his life. Sho 


. 
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his health be restored to him, he will lose 
no time in hastening to Peking and begging 
for re-employment. 


17th July. 
HONOURS TO A DECEASED TAOTAI. 


The Governor of Honan submits a peti- 
tion from the gentry and inhabitants of 
the town of Wénhsiang in which they pray 
for permission to erect a memorial temple 
to T‘ieh-shan, the late Intendant of the 
Hoshanju circuit. This town, it seems, 
borders upon the Yellow River, from the 
ravages of which it has suffered terribly 
for a long succession of years. ‘Two years 
ago a movement was started by the local 
magistrate and the people for building a 
breakwater to serve as a barrier against the 
floods. The Taotai, in whose jurisdiction 
the place was situated, took an active 
interest in the enterprise and even went 
frequently in person to superintend the 
progress of the work. The great difficulty 
experienced was the want of sufficiently 
large stones, Greatly to the astonishment 
of the whole community a heavy storm of 
wind and rain deluged the country and 
brought down an endless quantity of huge 
stones exactly suited to the purpose. The 
people naturally regarded the strange 
occurrence as a direct manifestation of 
divine power in aid of a great public 
undertaking which they and their fore- 
fathers had been unable to complete during 
several centuries. The Taotai fell a vic- 
tim to fatigue and over-exertion, and 
his death was deeply bewailed by the 
whole district. The Governor, in support- 
ing the petition, mentions a fact which 
proves the supernatural origin of the phe- 
nomenon. One of the stones, which was 
as large as a house, and shaped like a 
tortoise, was inscribed with seal characters 
only two of which, denoting ‘work’ and 
‘stone,’ respectively, could be made out. 
The breakwater has now been completed 
and the safety of the district is secured. 
Asa token of their gratitude for the services 
of the Taotai, the petitioners beg that they 
may be permitted to erect a temple to his 
memory at which the usual sacrifices 
should be offered. —Granted by Rescript. 


18th July. 
COURT NEWs. 

T’ao Mu, Governor of Kansu and Hsin- 
chiang, reports his arrival at the capital. 
LOCUSTS IN HONAN. 

Yii K’uan states that on the 17th of May 
he received through the Prefect of Weihiu 
the following report from the Yenching 
District Magistrate: ‘* Towards the nurth 
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of the district in the neighbourhood of 
Lungwangmiao there is a great deal of 
low-lying ground in which every year water 
collects in such quantities that it never 
dries. This water is full of fish and frogs. 
Last autumn there was even more water 
than usual and a correspondingly large 
area was submerged, from which the water 
only began to drain off in the spring. The 
high temperature prevailing of late has 
hatched quantities of locusts out of the 
spawn of the fish and frogs on the sand 
banks at Palinchuang. These insects are 


about the size of a fly and are just able 


to jump. On receiving this news orders 
were at once issued to proceed to exterm- 
inatethis pest and a price was fixed at which 
the Government would purchase the dead 
bodies.” 

Memorialist, recognising to the full the 
extreme importance of nipping the evil in 
the bud, directed the prefect to take im- 
mediate steps to ensure their destruction, 
and learned with satisfaction shortly after- 
wards that success had crowned their efforts 
and that all locusts in the Palinchuang 
country had been destroyed. 

There remain, however, one or two other 
places, where the circumstinces are ex- 
actly similar to those at Palinchuang, and 
memorialist has accordingly enjoined on 
the officials concerned the necessity of 
taking immediate preventive measures to 
ensure the extermination of all eggs. 

The neighbouring districts have been 
warned and likewise ordered to be on 
the look-out. 


NEW POSTS IN KUANGTUNG, 


Some time ago the Governor-General of 
the Liang Kuang and the Governor of 
Kuangtung reported the proposed establish- 
ment of one or two new posts in the 
Kuangtung Province and were directed by 
the Board of Revenue to furnish fuller 
particulars regarding the way in which they 
intended to provide salaries and wages for 
the new offices created. They accordingly 
submit the following report drawn up by 
the Financial and Judicial Commissioners. 
The allowance(yang ling) originally attached 
to Chinchou was originally Tls. 600 per 
annum, but as it is nowproposed to make it 
an independent department, or Chihlichou, 
with control over the Fangch‘eng district, 
the responsibilities attaching to the post 
are greater and the intention is to raise 
this amount to Tls. 1,000. 

It is also proposed, in accordance with 
the precedent at Hsining, to give the 
Hsien of the newly created Fangch‘cng 
district a yearly allowance (yany-ling). of 
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Tis. 700; the sub-district Deputy Magistrate 
of Chiangpingssu being likewise a new 
creation will receive an allowance of Tls. 60, 
this being the usual annual amount paid to 
officers of his rank throughout the province. 


The ‘‘Hsiin Chien” of Liulussu, Ling 
Shan, is made ‘‘Hsiin Chien” of Liulussu, 
Chinchou; the Assistant District Magistrate 
of Fangch ‘eng is changed into a second-class 
assistant Department Magistrate, Chinchou; 
the district Police Master of Fangch‘eng is 
changed into ‘‘Hsiin Chien” of Fangch‘eng- 
ssu, Chinchou, and the ‘‘ Hsiin Chien ” of 
Juhsissu, Fangch‘eng, becomes ‘‘ Hsiin 
Chien” of Juhsissu, Chinchou. The 
yearly allowances for a ‘‘Chou P‘an” 
anda ‘* Hsien Ch‘eng” are both fixed at 
Tls. 80, and those for a ‘‘Tieh Shih” and 
‘‘Hsiin Chien” at Tls. 60, so that these 
changes in the designations of the various 
officers do not involve any increase in their 
allowances. The salary attached to the 
post at Chinchouis Tls. SO per year, and 
the sum allowed for forty-nine gaolers, run- 
ners, etc., is Tls. 294 ; this being the same 
as what is allowed to every Chihlichou 
throughout the province need not be 
altered. The same remarks apply to 
an allowance for twenty minchuang of 
soldiers of Tls. 120 and for a blacksmith 
of Tls. 6. It is proposed to fix the salary of 
the Fangcheng District Magistrate at the 
same amount as that of the other Magis- 
trates, namely Tls. 45 a year. The allow- 
ance for 49 runners will be Tls. 294 and for 
20 minchuang Tis. 120. The change of 
post from Hsien-ch‘eng at Fangch‘eng to 
Choupan of Chinchou will involve a 
reduction of Tls. 5 in the salary of the 
incumbent and Tls. 19 in the allowance for 
servants. The pay of the ‘‘ Tienshih” 
being the same as that of a Hsiin Chien, 
Tls. 31.52, no change need be made, but 
an increase of Tls. 30 will be made to 
him in the allowance for office servants. 
The newly created post of Hsiin Chien 
at Chiangpingssu will have attached to 
it the same salary as other posts of that 
kind, namely Tls. 31.52, and two runners 
at Tls. 6 a year each. 

These changes will involve a total in- 
creased expenditure of Tls. 496.52 which 
will come ont of the Salaries’ Fund of the 
Proviucial Treasury.—Lcet the Board con- 
sider aud report. 


19th July. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Wu Chiang and Chin Shu-ch‘un are ap- 
pointed to be Seaior and Junior Deputy 
Supervisors of Instruction, 
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Liu Ming-ch‘uan reports his handing 
over charge on the 4th of June to the 
Provincial Treasurer. 


REQUEST TO BE ALLOWED TO COMNUTE A 
SENTENCE OF BANISHMENT, 


It will be remembered that some time 
ago a Senior Secretary of the Board of 
Punishments, Chu K‘un, while on leave of 
absence ran over the child ofa bannerman 
in the streets of Hangchow;and as the child 
subsequently died from theinjuries received, 
Chu was sentenced to receive 100 blows and 
was condemned to service on the frontiers 
of the New Dominion. Chu P‘u-chi, his 
son, at once on hearing of the sentence 
went to the Board with Tls. 2,400, the sum 
necessary to commute the punishment, and 


’ asked to be allowed to commute it, but the 





request was refused on technical grounds. 
Li Hung-chang has now taken the case up 
and states that Chu P‘u-chi, distressed at 
the thought of the suffering his father must 
necessarily undergo, and pained by the grief 
of his grandmother,sold the family property 
and devoted the proceeds, which, together 
with subscriptions raised by friends, 
amounted to Tls. 20,000, to the Chihli 
Famine Relief Fund. He at the same 
time humbly requested that in considera- 
tion of this contribution he may be per- 
mitted to commute his father’s punishment. 

Memorialist would submit that the case 
appears to him to have been one of ac- 
cidental homicide and as it was only be- 
cause of the high rank of the offender that 
his punishment was made one degree more 
severe, he would venture to support Chu 
P‘u-chi’s request, more especially as he is 
authorised to apply for rewards for every 
subscriber to the Relief Fund of more than 
Tls. 10,000. 

Rescript.—Chu K‘unis not to be permitted 
to commute his punishment. The original 
sum is to be returned. 


20th July. 
No documents of interest. 
21st July. 
ESCAPE OF A PRISONER. 


Ch‘angshun states that he has received 
the following report with reference to the 


' escape of a prisoner who had been sen- 


tenced to death by strangulation and who 
was being conveyed from the Provincial 
capital to Potounating where the sen- 
tence was to be executed. It appears 
that on the morning of the day after 
that on which they had received charge 
of the prisoner, Ts‘ao Ting-hsi, from the 
Prefect of Kirin, the officers who had re- 
ceived charge of him hired a cart and seb 
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out on the return journey. Towards the 
evening of the third day they found them- 
selves ata place called T‘ungch ‘ikoutzu, far 
from any inn, in a blinding rainstorm and 
surrounded by a seaofmud. One of their 
number went on ahead to see if he 
could findshelter for the night, and as dark- 
ness was falling fast the carter was 
urged to hurry on his team. While so 
doing the animals took fright and upset 
the cart, one of their number succeeding in 
kicking over the traces and bolting. 
Baggage, prisoner and guards were all 
turned out one on the top of the othér in a 
deep pool of mud. After they had extricated 
themselves two of the soldiers were despat- 
ched in search of the missing mule, and the 
prisoner was taken to the roadside and told 
to stay there until the cart could be righted. 
Whilst all were busy picking up the bag- 
gageand trying to right the cart, Ts‘ao took 
advantage of the opportunity thus afforded 
him to make his escape, and as he 
made his way into an adjoining wood all 
attempts to effect his recapture were fruit- 
less. The only traces of him discoverable 
were his fetters and chains of which he had 
succeeded in freeing himself. 

Instructions have been issued to send 
out search parties to secure Ts‘av Ting-hsi ; 
and the officers guilty of such gross care- 
lessness in allowing him to escape are 
being brought to the Provincial capital 
for examination. 


22nd July. 
TABLETS TO DESERVING DEITIES. 


Ma P‘ei-yao applies to the Throne for 
two Imperial tablets bearing His Majesty's 
sign manual to be suspended in the temples 
of the Dragon King and the God of Fire 
at Ch‘iianchou. The latter district con- 
sisting of six villages which contribute to 
the exchequer some ten thousand taels, has 
no proper water system and is entirely 
dependent for its supply of that precious 
commodity on the periodical rains. Of late 
years whenever rain has not fallen in due 
season prayers offered up at these two 
shrines have ever been graciously answered. 
Morever in the 7th moon of last year just 
when the crops were ready for harvesting 
a heavy fall of rain came on and threatened 
to submerge all the fields. A visit on the 
part of the gentry and people of the neigh- 
bourhood to the temple of the God of Fire 
had the effect of dissipating the clouds, 
and causing the rain to cease, so that the 
grain could be gathered in in due season. 
Two months later when about to sow the 
second crop a thorough soaking rain was 
necessary to prepare the ground for the 
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seed, but for days no rain fell and the 
people greatly feared that they would be 
unable to sow. A visit to the temple of 
the Dragon King however had the desired 
effect and dispelled all gloomy prospects of 
a dearth of food. 

It is in recognition of these gracious 
favours of the gods that memorialist ven- 
tures to prefer this request.—Request 
granted. 

23rd July. 


MURDER BY A LUNATIC, 


Chang Yao reports the following case of 
matricide on the part of a lunatic named 
Hu Yii, a native of the Lanshan district. 


Hu Yii who at ordinary times was obedi- 
ent to the commands of his mother, Hu 
Ting-shih, had the misfortune to be afflict- 
ed with sudden attacks of mental aberration, 
but as he was never violent the tipao 
Wang Tien-yung and the neighbours were 
induced by the mother to refrain froin re- 
porting the matter officially and to allow 
her son to remain at large. One night in 
the first moon of the present year Hu Yii 
while suffering from one of these periodical 
attacks was seen brandishing a sinall knife 
and dancing about in the yard of one of his 
relatives, Hu Tzu-kung. A son of the latter 
who was trying to pacify him got stabbed in 
theleft sideand on his mother appearing on 
the scene and attempting to get him away 
he stabbed her in the abdomen. Even- 
tually he was secured by the neighbours 
but the mother died shortly afterwards 
from the effects of her wound, When 
brought up for trial no intelligible an- 
swers could be got out of the accused 
and he was placed under medical treat- 
ment until such time as he recovered, 
when he was again examined. At this 
second examination he freely confessed 
his guilt and was in accordance with 
the provisions of the Penal Code sentenced 
to death by ling ch‘ih. As his native place 
is distant from the provincial capital over 
300 li he will be executed at the latter city 
and his head will after the execution 
be forwarded to the scene of the crime and 
there exhibited as a warning to others. 


In that the tipao and the neighbours did 
not report the fact that Hu Yi was insane 
and did not see that he was properly con- 
fined, they are guilty in an equal degree 
with those who know that a man has an 
intent to commit murder and yet do not re- 
strain him. They are accordingly to receive 
one hundred blows with the bamboo each 
and the tipao is in addition to be deprived 
of his office. 


100 


(Jury 283—25. 





REWARD tO SHENG TAOTAI. 


Chang Yao in a postscript memorial 
‘ states that he has recently read in the 
Gazette of honours having been conferred 
on the salt intendant of Szechuan and on 
the Chiench‘ang Taotai in consideration of 
subscriptions towards Relief Funds. He 
would point out that during his five 
years of office Shéng Hsiian-huai, Intendant 
of the Ténglaich‘ing Circuit, has been 
the means of raising by subscription over 
Tis. 500,000, and not only that but that he 
has also been indefatigable in seeing that 
this money really reached those whom it 
was intended to benefit. He would accord- 
ingly suggest that in acccordance with the 
above cited precedents a button of the first 
class be awarded to Shéng Taotai in recog- 
nition of these eminent services.—Request 
granted. 
24th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wang Wen-shao has presented a memo- 
rial accusing certain military officers of 
receiving bribes and consenting to join in 
an attack on “native” villages. 

The facts of the case appear to be as 
follows :—Han Jung-hsien, chieftain of the 
aboriginal tribes at Mengts‘an, Szechuan, 
had a grudge against his colleagues of Meng- 
chiieh and Mengtung, and wanted to apply 
to a Lieut.-Colonel named Pao Hu for the 
aid of soldiers to assist him in an attack on 
his foes. He accordingly corrupted some 
officers of the Provincial Commander-in- 
Chief Wu Chan-sheng, namely a sergeant, 
Li Ting-hsien, and a writer, Ho Hsii-wen, 
and through their agency promised a large 
sum to Colonel Pao for his assistance. 
The latter readily agreed to do what 
was asked of him and a contract was 
drawn up, whereupon he forthwith led his 
troops against Mengchueh, which was taken 
and sacked. 

A Taotai, Liu Chun-hu, was at once sent to 
investigate the matter, to restore order and 
recover the stolen property. This officer 
summoned Pao Hu, got him to disgorge his 
plunder and succeeded to some extent in re- 
storing order. Amongst other measures he 
took was the prompt execution of Li Ting- 
hsien. The fact that a commissioned officer 
such as Pao Hu should have the audacity to 
accept bribes and commit the deeds he has 
done shows him to be utterly regardless of 
all discipline. He is to be degraded and 
at once put to death with a view to warning 
others. The writer Ho Hsii-wen and two of 
his accomplices, who assisted in drawing up 
the contract and dividing the spoil, are still 
at large, but positive orders are to be given 
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for their immediate arrest, and when captu- 
red they are to be at once decapitated. 
Several other officers who assisted them in 
a minor degree are to be dismissed from 
the public service, which they shall never 
be allowed to re-enter. The commander-in- 
chief is greatly to blame for his carelessness 
in even allowing such a thing to take place, 
but as he has since departed this life, 
immediate deprivation of his rank is the 
only punishment to be inflicted on him. 

Ch‘ing Mien is appointed to assist in ad- 
ministering the aflairs of the Metropoli- 
tan Circuit of the Censorate. 

The members of the Grand Council have - 
received instructions to the effect that no 
public business will be transacted on the 
30th and 31st of July and the 2nd of 
August. 


BRIGANDAGE IN KANSU. 


In January of the present year Fu Shou- 
sen, Sub-Prefect of the T‘ulufanting, re- 
ported to Wei Kuang-t‘ao that a band of 
robbers had formed itself at Yanghai and 
was murdering Chinese subjects and burn- 
ing their villages. With the assistance of 
the troops, however, and the aid of the 
Mahometan Prince Mamut‘e, the band was 
after some resistance dispersed and the 
ringleaders captured. On looking into the 
case memorialist finds that the scale on 
which this band conducted operations gives 
evidence rather of rebellion than of com- 
mon brigandage, and therefore proposes to 
put the heads of the band to death by 
ling chih and to decapitate the others. 
A subscription has been raised for the poor 
people who suffered from their depredations 
and punishment is requested for the Sub-' 
Prefect in allowing such a thing to take 
place within his jurisdiction. 


25th July. 


DISMISSAL OF MILITARY GOVERNOR OF 
ULIASUTAI, 


A Decree. Not long ago We received a 
memorial from the Censor. Wén-yii in 
in which he denounced T‘o-ko-t‘uan, the 
Military Governor of Uliasutai, for having 
exacted illegal fees from the postal stations 
and generally harassing the country while 
on the way to take up his appointment. 
We commanded K‘uei-pin to investigate 
these charges, and very shortly afterwards 
We received a report from T‘o-k‘o-tuan 
himself admitting their truth and asking 
that he should be handed over to the Board 
for punishment. K‘uei-pin found that 
Chi-t‘ung, one of the officers attached to 
the accused General, had been guilty of 
accepting money from the authorities in 
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charge of the post roads, and he was di- 
rected to have both this man and a domes- 
tic servant, named Ch‘én-yu, rigorously 
examined. From the report now submitted 
by K‘uei-pin it appears that there is un- 
doubted evidence of the extortion and 
oppression practised by T‘o-k‘o-t‘uan, who 
not only received presents of money and 
goods from the various stations, but allowed 
his subordinates to enrich themselves by 
passing goods for other people free of duty 
and by exacting the services of men and 
animals to which they were not entitled. 
T’o-k’o-t‘uan has proved himself entirely 
unworthy of holding a position of trust and 
it is our pleasure that he should be instantly 
degraded and should be called upon to 
restore either to the Government or to its 
rightful owner all the plunder that came 
into his possession. Let Chi-t‘ung be sent 
into banishment in Turkestan and let all 
the servants of the late Governor who 
abetted their master in his wrongdoing 
be placed upon their trial and severely 
punished. 


COMMISSION FOR SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE 
BETWEEN ABORIGINAL TRIBES, 


The native tribes inhabiting the district of | 


Yii-shu within the jurisdiction of Kokonor 
have for years past been complaining of the 
bad treatment which they suffer at the 
hands of the native Chieftain of Té- 
erhko in the province of Szechuan. 


The feud between the two tribes became | 


so serious that the late Resident at 
Hsining eventually 
Throne asking that a commission com- 
posed of officers deputed by the Tartar 
General at Ch‘éngtu, the Viceroy of 
Szechuan, and the Resident in Tibet should 
be appointed to hold an investigation into 
the whole history of the case. It was 
decided that the commission should meet 
at a central point and that witnesses should 
be examined from both sides. The Gov- 
ernor-General of the Shénkan provinces 
and the Resident at Hsining have both 
deputed officers to represent them at the 
inquiry, which is to be conducted with 
great care and without inflicting any 
hardship upon the natives concerned. The 
deputies left Hsining on the 14th of June 
and were to travel by way of the Tankaérh 
Pass. 
RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF A TAOTAI. 

The Acting Governor of Turkestan sub- 
mits a recommendation for the appoint- 
ment of an officer as Intendant of the 
newly constituted circuit of Ili and Tar- 
bagatai. The post, he remarks, is one of 
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great importance as the official appointed 
will exercise jurisdiction over a large tract 
of country conterminous with Russia and 
conduct commercial relations with that 
Power in addition to undertaking the 
periodical inspection of the boundary 
posts. The officer recommended for the 
post is Ying-lin, a Manchu, who has had 
much experience of official life in Turkestan. 


26th July. 


MEMORIAL BY THE TSUNG-LI YAMEN RESPECT- 
ING THE RECENT OUTRAGES ON THE 
YANGTZE, 


The Prince and Ministers of the Tsung- 
li Yamén reverently submit a Memorial to 
the Throne in which, with the view of 
ensuring the tranquility of the country and 
the prevention of future trouble, they 
humbly beg that His Majesty may be 
pleased to issue stringent instructions to 
the Viceroys and Governors of the various 
provinces directing them to take prompt 
measures for dealing with the missionary 
cases which have been occurring with such 
persistent frequency. On learning, during 
the fourth moon of the present year, that 
the missionary establishments at Wuhu 
had been eemolished, the Yamén telegra- 
phed at once to the Superintendent of 
Trade for the South asking him to send a 
gunboat to maintain order and afford pro- 
tection, and desiring him to depute an 
officer to investigate the circumstances on 
the spot. Anonymous placards having 
been posted and false rumours circulated 


and other places, the Superintendent was 
likewise requested to direct all his sub- 
ordinates to redouble their precautions. 
Later on the Southern Superintendent of 
Trade and the Governor of Anhui reported 
by telegraph that the Wuhu affair had its 
origin in false rumours that were spread 
about female missionary doctors kidnapping 
young: children. The popular suspicion 
could not be allayed until a crowd 
collected and a riot took place which 
resulted in the missionary premises being 
burnt down by the mob. Two of the ring- 
leaders were subsequently arrested and 
summarily decapitated by way of warning. 
The district had resumed its normal peace- 
ful condition. After a very short interval, 
however, the burning of the missionary 
establishment at Tanyang took place, and 
this was followed by the destruction of 
similar premises at Wusiieh, in Hupeh, 
the particulars of which have not yet been 
fully ascertained, although it is reported 
that two foreigners were murdered. In 
addition to the above there have been 


102 


(Jory 26—27.. 





serious riots at Nanking and Kiukiang, but 
fortunately the Imperial troops had taken 
effectual precautions and immediately sup- 
pressed the disturbance. All this continual 
trouble has had a very disquieting effect 
amongst both Chinese and foreigners. In 
investigating the cause of the present state 
of things, it will be found that it arises 
from the great number of disbanded soldiers 
and of the criminal classes connected with 
secret societies who are to be found every- 
where in the provinces bordering upon the 
Yangtze. The movement is one with which 
the well-disposed portion of the population 
has nothing to do, and its object is to 
influence the minds of the people by the 
dissemination of placards and to make use 
of the opportunity to create certain trouble. 
The religion of the West has for its object 
the inculcation of virtue, and in Western 
countries it is everywhere practised. Its 
origin dates a long time past, and on the 
establishment of commercial intercourse 
between China and Foreign Powers, a clause 
was inserted in the Treaties to the effect 
that ‘‘ persons professing or teaching the 
Christian religion should enjoy full pro- 
tection of their persons and property and 
be allowed free exercise of their religion.” 
The hospitals and orphanages maintained 
by the missionaries all evince a spirit of 
benevolent enterprise. Of late years when 
distress has befallen any portion of the 
Empire, missionaries and others have 
never failed to come forward to assist 
the sufferers by subscribing money and 
distributing relief. For their cheerful 
readiness to do good and the pleasure 
they take in works of charity they assuredly 
deserved high commendation. Even grant- 
ing that amongst the converts there are 
bad as well as good people, still they are 
all equally Chinese subjects amenable to 
the jurisdiction of their own authorities 
and the missionary cannot claim the 
right of interfering in any disputes or law- 
sults that may arise. There is no reason, 
therefore, why any of the people and the 
converts should not live together in peace 
and harmony. Yet mischief-makers are 
continually fabricating baseless stories 
which they industriously propagate until 
the suspicions of the people are aroused and 
then lawless villains seize the opportunity 
to create trouble with a view to obtaining 
plunder. If immediate steps are not taken 
to prevent outbreaks of this kind, both the 
Chinese and the foreign mercantile com- 
munity will, it is to be feared, have no as- 
surance of safety in the future, and the very 
important interests invulved cannot fail to 
be seriously prejudiced. The Yamén would 


Google 


therefore pray that the Manchu General-in- 


Chief, the Viceroy, and Governors of all 
the provinces may be directed by Imperial 
Edict to issue proclamations clearly ex- 
pounding to the people that they must 
on ne account lend a ready ear to such 
false reports and wantonly cause trouble. 
People who issue anonymous placards and 
invent stories to inflame the feelings of the 
people should, it is submitted, be at once 
arrested and severely punished. It is the 
duty of the local authorities to afford pro- 
tection at all times to the persons and 
property of foreign merchants and foreign 
missionaries and no relaxation in this re- 
spect should be permitted. Should the 
precautionary measures be lacking in 
stringency or the protection afforded prove 
inadequate to avert disturbance, the local 
authorities should be denounced in accord- 
ance with the facts of the case. With 
regard to the various riots which form the 
subject of this memorial, and excluding 
the Wuhu case, the ringleaders in which 
have already suffered the full penalty of 
the law, it is essential that the Viceroys of 
the Two Kiang and of Hu Kuang, and the 
Governors of Kiangsu, Anhui, and Hupeh 
should receive prompt instructions to 
effect the arrest of the principal criminals 
and have them severely punished as a 
warning for the future. The Manchu 
Generals-in-Chief, Viceroys, and Governors 
should be directed to take steps for settlin 
all outstanding cases without delay aud 
should not allow their subordinates to 
shrink from the difficulty of the task and 
interpose delays. The Yamén reverently 
submit this memorial to the Sacred Glance 
and humbly solicit His Majesty’s com- 
mands respecting the suggestions they 
have ventured to offer. 


27th July. 


MURDEROUS ATTACK UPON A TAOTAI AND HIS 
STAFF, 


Early in the present year, Ch‘i-an, the 
River Taotai of Shantung, went with a 
considerable retinue to inspect some work 
that was being done at Shihtziiho. He 
had a quantity of treasure with him to pay 
the workmen. About 8 o'clock on the 
evening of the 5th May the party was 
suddenly attacked by some forty men 
armed with foreign weapons, who carried 
off the treasure and the Taotai’s official seal. 
The latter was recovered after a severe 
struggle in which the Taotai and five: of 
his attendants were badly wounded. A 
quantity of other articles fell into the 
hands of the robbers, who succeeded in 
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making good their escape into the neigh- 
bouring province of Kiangsu. The autho- 
rities there were put upon the alert and 
it was soon discovered that a noted bandit, 
named Chang Ch‘ing-yiin, was entrenched 
with a large following at place called Yao- 
chialou in the department of Hsiichou. 
A force of soldiers was sent to the place 
and after a sharp engagement, with some 
loss of life on both sides, the rebel leader 
was taken captive. His followers made 
their escape in the dark. The confederacy 
is found to have been a very powerful one, 
possessing, amongst other equipments, a 
considerable fleet of boats. Chang Ch‘ing- 
yiin confessed to the military authorities 
that he had been concerned in the attack 
made upon the Shantung River Taotai ; and 
he was handed over for formal trial to the 
Taotai of Hsiichou. Two other arrests 
were shortly afterwards made and all the 
three prisoners were placed upon their 
trial. Chang Ch‘ing-yiin retracted to a 
certain extent his former evidence, and one 
of the other prisoners asserted that the 
leader of the band was Ch‘iang Ch‘ing-yiin. 
The two names so closely resemble each 
other that there can be little doubt about 
the identity of the man. However, a fresh 
trial has been ordered and the case will be 
disposed of with all possible promptitude. 


APPOINTMENTS, 


Liu Shu-t‘ang is transferred as Lieu- 
tenant Governor to Chékiang, his successor 
in Fukien being P‘an Chiin-wén. Chang 
Ju-mei succeeds to the vacant post of 


Judicial Commissioner of Shansi. Yung-té 
is gazetted Military Governor of Uliasutai. 
28th July. 

APPOINTMENTS, 


Ts‘ui Kuo-pang is gazetted Intendant of 
the Yuchiang Circuit, Kuangsi. The 
appointment of Deputy Lieutenant-General 
of Ch‘ahar has been conferred upon Chi- 
shéng-a. Ch‘ung-huan is to act as Military 
Governor of Uliasutai pending the arrival 
of the new incumbent, Yung-té. 


29th July. 


PACIFICATION OF THE CHANTUI COUNTRY ON 
THE BORDERS OF TIBET. 

The Tartar General at Ch‘éng-tu, the 
Viceroy of Szechuan, and the Resident in 
Tibet submit a joint memorial respecting 
the measures to be adopted for the paci- 
fication of the Chantui (Menia) tribes. 
The late Resident, Ch‘ang-kéng, drew up a 
code of rules on the subject which receiv- 
ed the approval of the Throne. A transla- 


tion of these was torwarded to the Tibetan 
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ecclesiastic who rules the country. This 
dignitary submitted a reply in which he 
asked for a modification of the regulations 
on the ground that they were drawn up by 
an officer who had only a very slender 
knowledge of the condition of the country. 
The new Resident, Shéng-t‘ai, ordered 
them to be enforced, but the Ruler in- 
sisted that they should be reconsidered 
and stated that he would most certainly 
not comply with the provision which 
made the native authorities of Chan- 
tui amenable to the jurisdiction of 
Tachienlu and Lit‘ang as well as to Lassa. 
In explanation of such conduct on the 
part of the Chantui ruler, it should be 
mentioned that the country was handed 
over to the Dalai Laima in the reign of 
T‘ung Chih and that the proposal to place 
it under the joint control of the Szechuan 
Government would involve ‘loss of face.” 
Ch‘ang-kéng, in drawing up the new code 
for the administration of the country, 
clearly foresaw the difficulty of cutting off 
all relations with Lassa, and devised this 
dual system of control as the best solution 
of the problem. The Tibetan Council 
protested so clamorously that Shéng-t‘ai 
was obliged to think of some compromise. 
He sent a delegate to reason with the 
Chantui tribes and suggested that in case 
of oppression by the Tibetan authorities, 
they should have the right of appealing: 
to the Chinese officials at Tachienlu and 


' Lit‘ang, but that under ordinary circum- 


stances they should continue amenable to 
the jurisdiction of the Tibetan rulers. 
This, while giving the Tibetans the out- 
ward semblance of authority, would have 
placed the real power in the hands of the 
Chinese. This point did not escape the 
notice of the Tibetan Council, who were 
more persistent than ever in their objection 
to the arrangement. The memorialists are 
of opinion that a simple form of govern- 
ment is best suited to the wants of a 
savage people and think it desirable that 
the administration should not be unduly 
severe or too complicated. Lo Ping-chang, 
the former Viceroy of Szechuan, held 
somewhat similar views and introduced the 
system of ruling savages by means of 
savages which has continued in force until 
the present time. In the opinion of the 
present writers the requirements of the 
case will be fully met by affording the 
natives of Chantui a tribunal to which 
they-can appeal against the oppression of 
their Tibetan rulers. As the Tibetan 
Council has strong objections to the joint 
jurisdiction of the Chinese authorities at 


- Tachienlu and Lit‘ang, the memorialists 
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have constituted the Resident at Lassa the 
authority to which the natives are to 
appeal for-redress against the exactions 
of their rulers. The only objection to 
this coursé.is the distance which separates 
Lassa from Chantui, and to obviate this 
all petitions are to be forwarded with due 
despatch: by the Chinese military officer 
stationed at Chiangch‘ia in the same way 
as documents from Nepaul are transmitted 
through the similar officer stationed at 
Dengri. 

(For a description of the country refer- 
red to in the above memorial see Baber’s 
*‘Journey of Exploration in Western Sze- 
chuan,” pp. 95-102.) 


CONTRIBUTIONS BY ABORIGINAL TRIBES TO 
LASSA EXCHEQUER. 


The Tartar General at Ch‘éngtu and his 
colleagues report upon a proposal that was 
made by Ch‘ang-kéng, the late Resident 
at Lassa, for remitting the contribution 
yearly paid on account of military expendi- 
ture by the native tribes of Yiishu to the 
Tibetan exchequer at Lassa. The Tibetan 
authorities, on being consulted on the 
point, were strongly opposed to the adoption 
of the suggestion. ‘hey explained that 
years ago the Tibetan Government had in- 
curred an expenditure of Tis. 300,000 in 
subjugating the Chantui region, whose 
chieftain, Kung-pu-lang-chih, was haras- 
sing all the adjacent country. When 
Chantui was handed over to the Tibetan 
Government, the latter had entered into 
an arrangement with the various native 
authorities for erecting and maintaining 
fortifications by way of defence. The 
military contributions were levied, not 
from Yiishu alone, but from ail the dis- 
tricts under native administration, and 
if remitted in one case, would have to 
be remitted in all. The present Resident 
reasoned with the Tibetans, and while 
fully admitting the friendly interest they 
had taken in the native tribes, pointed 
to the great poverty of the Yii-shu country 
which rendered it impossible for it to con- 
tinue a payment of Tls. 1,200 ayear. After 
much consideration it was eventually 
agreed that the contribution should be 
reduced to Tls. 200 a year, but on the 
express understanding that the case was 
not to be used as a precedent by the other 
tribes to claim a similar reduction. 


30th July. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Hsiieh Fu-ch‘éng, the Chinese Minister 
in London, is gazetted Director of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship. 
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31st July. 
No papers of interest. 


1st August. 
SURVEYING OFFICEKS IN FORMOSA, 


he Acting Governor of Formosa refers 
to a former memorial of his predecessor’s 
in which the latter recommended for pro- 
motion or other rewards the officers who 
had distinguished themselves in surveying 
the various districts and drawing up acts 
of settlement for the island. This memo- 
rial was objected to by the Board on the 
ground that the number recommended 
was excessive, and the Board gave directions 
that the list be cut down. 

As Liu Ming-chuan was unable to deal 
with this case prior to handing over charge 
memorialist has had to take it up, and 
at the risk of being thought importunate 
would urge that the objection made. 
by the Board was been somewhat hasty 
Ever since the annexation of Formosa 
some two hundred years ago no proper 
survey has been held nor has any system of 
taxation been formulated. It was only in 
the 12th year of Kuang Hsii (1886) that, in 
accordance with orders from the Throne, a 
Commission was appointed to go thoroughly 
into the matter and draw up a report 
embodying their views as to the proper 
mode of land settlement. As this was 
not a piece of work that could be carried 
out in a moment, statement was made to the 
Throne detailing the proposed measures 
and at the same time asking for per- 
mission to recommend such officers as 
should distinguish themselves on this 
service for rewards on the scale of those 
bestowed for ‘‘extraordinary” merit. 
This request was acceded to, and stimulat- 
ed by the prospect which was thus 
held out to them, the officers concerned 
applied themselves with such zeal to their 
task that by the end of 1889 their 
labours were completed. The result is an 
increase in the annual revenue of Tis. 
363,300, out of which all expenses of the 
garrison can be defrayed. It can hardly 
be claimed that a service such as this 
is paltry and of small account. The 
Board states that the number recommended 
is excessive; but it must be borne in 
mind that the population of the island 
amounts to several hundred thousands and 
that one can hardly expect some ten men 
or so to deal with such numbers. 

The various tables and charts to be drawn 
up, the means of collecting and collating 
information, etc., had to be decided on; 
and as there were no precedents by which 
one could be guided the task was an 
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exceptionally arduous one. The number 
of officers employed was really not exces- 
sive and amongst them only the deserving 
were selected. The list of a -hundred or 
so headed by Liu Fu-mei was only recom- 
mended on the scale of ‘‘ ordinary ” merit, 
whereas the other hundred headed by P‘au 
Ch‘eng-ch‘ing was recommended on the 
extraordinary” scale in accordance with 
the proposal to which sanction was given. 

As the Board, however, has seen fit to 
object, the list has been carefully revised, 
and although the names removed were 
those of officers deserving of some recogni- 
tion a certain number have been struck off 
and an amended list submitted herewith. 
It is at the same time most earnestly 
requested that this list be passed. — Request 
granted, 

2nd August. 
HEREDITARY SUCCESSION. 


Lo Tsun-tien, late Governor of Chékiang, 
who in the 10th year of Hsien Féng died 
for his country when the rebels occupied 
Hangchow, had conferred on him in recog- 
nition of his services a patent of the seventh 
degree of hereditary rank. At the time 
this was conferred it was ordained that in 
the second generation the rank should 
descend to the eighth class and in the 
third to the ninth, when it was to become 
hereditary for ever. The son of the late 
Futai_having recently departed this life 
Liu Kun-yi recommends the grandson Lo 
Chih-wén, aged 26, an expectant assistant 
sub-prefect on the Hupeh establishment, 
as successor to the rank in accordance with 
the foregoing provisions. —Approved, 


3rd August. 
MURDER CASES. 


(1) The Acting Governor of Kansu and 
Usinchiang reports that a Mahometan sub- 
ject Mien, belonging to the Shach‘e district, 
murdered his wife Aipipi under the follow- 
ing circumstances. Mien is a farmer who 
in the course of the last year being unable 
to face his creditors, withdrew to Yeh- 
ch’eng, whither he gave his wife orders to 
follow him. These orders Aipipi, who was 
detained by her mother on some pretext 
or other, failed to execute until some four 
months had elapsed. This delay in coming 
to him seemed suspicious in the eyes of 
Mien, and on her arrival high words 
passed between them. When, about a 
fortnight afterwards, Aipipi announced 
her intention of going to visit her elder 
sister, her husband forbade her to do 
so, notwithstanding which orders she 
proceeded to carry out her intention and 
was actually on the road when she was 
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overtaken by him, who scolded her and 
struck her with his fist. Aipipi retaliated 
by bités and scratches, cursing her husband 
to the best of her ability, until the latter, 
exasperated beyond measure knocked her 
down and kicked her about the head. An 
iron plate on his shoe inflicted a wound on 
the back of her head which caused instant 
death, and Mien was arrested and tried for 
wife murder. In accordance with the pro- 
visions of the code he was sentenced, for 
deliberate murder of his wife arising out 
of a quarrel, to death by strangulation. 
Sentence to be executed after the autumn 
assizes. 

(2) A similar sentence was passed on 
aman named Wu Ta-hsing for stabbing a 
younger cousin, and so causing death. 
The two had been quarrelling about some 
money when the deceased took up a pair 
of scissors and tried tostab Wu. The latter 
succeeded in wresting the scissors from him 
and in return inflicted a wound on his 
cousin’s breast, with the result that death 
shortly afterwards ensued.—In both cases 
the Board is directed to consider and report. 


4th August. 
DREDGING THE GRAND CANAL. 


When the tribute rice-boats from the 
South pass though Shantung on their way 
to the capital it has been the custom for 
the provincial authorities to undertake 
the excavation of the channel, but when 
they return empty this has to be done 
by the Southern deputy in charge of 
the fleet, and all the local officials have 
to do is to lend him any assistance he 
may require. The northern section of the 
Grand Canal for some two hundred li is 
mainly fed by the Yellow River, and at the 
time when the grain boats set out on the re- 
turn journey it generally happens that the 
water is falling, leaving a deposit of silt 
which greatly hinders their progress. As 
they are all more or less laden with private 
cargo (it may be explained that the grain 
junks on the return journey are allowed 
to carry cargo on their own account 
up to a certain limit—Transl.) serious 
delays are of frequent occurrence. As 
long as the superintendence of removing 
all obstacles is in the hands of the Wei- 
yuan in charge he will naturally do all in 
his power, assisted by the crew, to expedite 
the progress of the fleet, but were this res- 
ponsibility shifted on to the local officials a 
very different policy would be pursued. The 
grain junks would load a full cargo and 
then, under the pretext that there was not 
enough water, would try and insist on the 
provincial authorities cutting a channel for 
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them, as on the upward journey, deep 
enough to permit of their floating on the 
increased draught. Some four years ago 
Tséng Kuo-chuan tried to establish some 
such arrangement but the scheme fell 
through owing to lack of funds and other 
objections. As the season is now approach- 
ing for the return of the junks, Chang- 
yao wishes it to be clearly understood 
that the Weiyuan in charge is to undertake 
all expense connected with the hiring of 
labourers, etc., to assist in cutting a chan- 
nel, as that is the only way to prevent the 
junkmen from overloading their craft, and 
to get rid of the conflicting questions that 
would otherwise arise.-—Let Chang-yao 
communicate with Liu Kun-yi and ask 
the latter to isswe instructions in the above 
Sense, 
5th August. 
SHIPWRECKED LIUCH'IUANS, 


Pien Pao-ti reports the arrival at the 
provincial capital of some twenty ship- 
wrecked natives of the Liuch’iu islands 
who are being looked after by the local 
authorities until such time as an opportu- 
nity presents itself that will enable them to 
return to their native country. For the pre- 
sent they each receive a sheng of rice per 
day and an allowance of six tael cash for 
salt vegetables. On their return they will 
each receive provisions for one month and 
& money present. 


ESCAPE OF PRISONERS. 
Ch‘ang-shun, Governor of Kirin, reports 
the escape of two prisoners under sentence 
of death who were being conveyed from 
the provincial capital under escort. It 
appears, that they effected their escape 
during the night while their guards were 
asleep, and as it is difficult to believe that 
there was no connivance on the part of the 
latter, they have been degraded and will 
be put on trial. It is proposed to give 
them a limit of one year wherein to effect 
the recapture of the two criminals. The 
strange part of the case is that two other 
offenders likewise under their charge and 
also condemned to death were safely 

handed over to the proper authorities. 


PURCHASE OF CAVALRY REMOUNTS. 


Chang Chih-tung asks for a duty-free 
pass for an officer whom, at the instance of 
the Hupeh Commander-in-chief, he proposes 
to despatch to Changchiak‘ou to purchase 
260strong chargers for the cavalry regiments 
in that province. It is now four years 
since fresh horses were supplied to these 
troops, and a great many of the present 
animals are old and worn out. 
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6th August. 
BRIGANDAGE AT JEHO. 


Té-fu, Lieutenant-Governor of Jeho, ina 
lengthy memorial,gives an account of opera- 
tions against a band of brigands who had 
their headquarters in the Imperial Hunti 
Ground, and whom he has at last aacoeadad 
in dispersing, notwithstanding the difficul- 
ties he had to contend against in finding 
food for his men and forage for their ponies, 
In one of the encounters the troops were 
fortunate enough to capture alive the chief 
of the band, Wang Tuan-jen, who has for 
seven years escaped the hands of justice 
and whom he now detains until His Majesty 
decides as to what punishment shall be 
meted out to him. 

He concludes by requesting certain re- 
wards for those of his men who distinguished 
themselves on this service and who, despite 
the scorching sun, the drenching rain and 
biting wind worked day and night until they 
brought the campaign to a successful con- 
clusion.—Separate decree will be published. 


PAY OF SOLDIERS. 


In a postscript memorial memorialist 
points out that in the 5th year of T‘ung 
Chih the following scale was drawn up 
by the Board of Revenue on which pay 
should be issued to troops of the regular 
army detached for service against brigands 
in the Ch‘aoyang district. Officers below 
the 7th grade of official rank are to receive 
Tis. 3 per month, common foot soldiers 
Tis. 2.8.0. The allowance for forage is 
Tls. 2.80 per horse irrespective of the rank. 

Memorialist has in accordance with these - 
regulations issued pay to some 85 men 
whom he is despatching against highway 
robbers at Chingtzushan.—Let the Board 
concerned take note. 


7th August. 
APPOINTMENTS, 


(1) Cheng Shao-chung, NavalCommander- 
in-chief, Kuangtung Province. 

(2) Lau Yiin-ch ‘ing, Commander-in-chief, 
Hunan. 

(3) Liu Shih-chiin, Brigade 
Ch‘aochou Brigade, Kuangtung. 


General, 


ATTACK ON FRONTIER TRIBES, 


To-day’s Gazette contains the memorial 
a synopsis of which appeared in the Im- 
perial decree of the 24th of July, with 
reference to the case of an attack on the 
frontier tribes of Yiinnan on the part of 
some Imperial troops who had been bribed 
to commit this outrage by the chief of one 
tribe, whohad a grudge against the chief of 
the tribe attacked. It appears that the 
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consideration was Tls. 4,000, payable when- 
ever the enemy’s village should be occupied. 

Quarrels and fights amongst the native 
frontier tribes are of constant occurrence, 
but that one party should be successful in 
bribing Imperial troops to join in an attack 
on the other has filled memorialists with 
dismay, and the moment the news reached 
them, they in the promptest manner disa- 
vowed the action of the soldiers. A special 
officer was sent to call the heads of the 
injured party together, and the state of 
affairs was explained to them. Whatever 
plunder could be recovered was restored 
to the lawful owners and every possible 
means taken to atone for the injuries they 
had suffered. These steps were in so far 
successful that the people went away, their 
eyes filled with tears of gratitude, and what 
might have been the cause of a serious 
outbreak on the frontier has thus been 
happily settled. 


THE DALAI LAMA, 


Shéng-tai reports the customary migra- 
tion at the beginning of summer on the part 
of the Dalai Lama from Mount Potala to 
the Kaisangp‘ochang temple on the Laoling, 
where he summons together the Lamas of 
Sepula and other temples and imparts to 
them instruction on the subject of religious 
ceremonies, and expounds to them the 
sacred writings. 


8th August. 
FIRE IN KUANGSI, 


The Governor of Kuangsi reports that a 
fire occurred in the native department of 
P‘inghsiang on the 15th April last. The 
native administrator did what he could to 
extinguish the flames, but as there was a 
high wind blowing at the time, a consider- 
ableamount of house property was destroyed 
before he succeeded in getting the better of 
the fire. The district. borders upon Tong- 
king and is a wretchedly poor one. The 
acting Intendant of the T‘aip‘ingkueishun 
Circuit happened to be on a tour of 
military inspection at the time and took 
the opportunity of paying a visit to the 
place. He made out a list of the sufferers 
and planned measures for their relief. 


DESTRUCTIVE STORM AT POS6. 


The same memorialist mentions that the 
sub-Prefecture of Posé was visited by a 
destructive storm on the 23rd of May. A 
great many houses in the town were left 
roofless and trees were uprooted by the 
fury of the gale. Only 22 householders 
suffered severe losses and only two people 
were injured. The sub-Prefect subscribed 
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liberally towards the relief of the distress, 
which is not serious enough to call for 
public aid. 

SILK INDUSTRY IN KUANGSI. 

The initial expense of starting the silk 
industry in Kuangsi is represented by the 
Governor as making a very serious demand 
upon the provincial exchequer. The pur- 
hase of the requisite machinery and pro- 
curing a supply of mulberry plants and 
silkworms, as well as the wages of skilled 
workmen, are too heavy items to be 
defrayed by a poor district, and much 
of the success of the enterprise will 
depend upon the support it receives from 
the officials and gentry of the province. 
Two very handsome subscriptions have 
already been received for this object. 
The acting Prefect of Wuchowfu has con- 
tributed Tls. 3,800, while his colleague at 
Hsiinchow has given a donation of Tls. 
1,600. The generosity of both these gentle- 
men was prompted by the teaching of their 
deceased parents, in honour of whom they 
have received permission to erect memorial 
arches with inscriptions recording their 
benevolent character. : 


9th August. 


CHARGES AGAINST THE MILITARY 
GOVERNOR OF ULIASUTAI. 

Wén Yii, a member of the Censorate, 
submits a memorial in which he brings 
serious carges of extortion against T‘o- 
k‘o-t‘uan, the Military Governor of 
Uliasutai. It has always been the habit, 
the writer remarks, to appoint officials of 
good family to posts in Mongolia, so that 
they may be above the temptation of 
trying to make money by levying exactions 
on the natives. It has recently come to 
the knowledge of the memorialist that the 
new Governor of Uliasutai is a man utterly 
devoid of learning, who has no experience 
of administrative questions. He may have 
a certain amount of capacity as a military 
man, but he is quite unfit for a civil 
position. When starting for his post last 
Spring from Kalgan he undertook to take 
with him and to pass free of duty over 
sixty loads of tobacco, wine, and brick tea, 
and although he made the Mongolian 
postal stations responsible for their con- 
veyance, yet when he arrived at his desti- 
nation he claimed the cost of carriage 
from the merchants to whom they were 
consigned. Not content with this, he 
made each stage supply him with a couple 
of horses and exacted more than a thousand 
taels as a commutation allowance for 
sundry articles with he claimed the right 

' to be furnished with. Not long ago, a 
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Decree appeared in the Gazette directed 
against extortions of this kind which had 
been practised by certain high officials who 
had been deputed to perform some religious 
rites. The present is a somewhat analogous 





case, and is aggravated by the fact that the. 


Mongols were the victims of the fraud. The 
Governor's conduct after reaching his post 
is represented as being most arbitrary ; he 
made sweeping alterations in the arrange- 
ments of his predecessors without consult- 
ing the Mongol Residents with whom it 
was his duty to maintain a policy of friendly 
co-operation. 


CONFESSION OF GUILT BY THE 
GOVERNOR HIMSELF. 


The Governor of Uliasutai presents a 
memorial praying that he may be severely 
punished for his negligence in failing to 
discover the malpractices of a member of 
his staff while on his way to take up his 
post. The manner of one of his servants 
struck him as very peculiar, and on being 
closely questioned about his doings the 
man became flurried and gave incoherent 
answers. It having been deemed advisable 
to dismiss him, it was noticed that one of 
his boxes was very heavy and on being 
searched it was found to contain broken 
silver to the amount of over Tis, 1,000. 
He admitted that he had been guilty 
of extortion on the way, but decamp- 
ed before the facts could be fully 
ascertained and has not since been 
heard of. The money will be restored to 
the authorities of the postal stations and 
every effort will be made to effect the 
arrest of the delinquent. The memorialist 
thinks that other malpractices, such as 
requisitioning camels and horses, may have 
been resorted to by his underling, and he 
wishes to state that he only made use of 
the customary number of forty-five camels, 
thirty of which were employed in carrying 
tobacco and tea for presents, the remaining 
fifteen for the conveyance of his baggage. 
He travelled in company with two tribute 
missions returning from Peking and this 
gave the procession a more imposing 
appearance that would have been the case 
under ordinary circumstances. As regards 
the charge of having forced the stations to 
supply him with horses, he explains that 
the animals were required shortly after his 
arrival for tribute purposes, and that they 
were all purchased at a fair price. He 
holds himself responsible however for an 
oversight in not scrutinising more closely 
the doings of his servants and he asks that 
he may be severely punished.— Decree 
cashiering the memorialist already published. 
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10th August. 


REPORT BY THE GOVERNOR OF CH‘AHAR 
ON THE FOREGOING CASE. 


K‘uei-pin, the Governor of Ch‘ahar, 
while in Peking some months ago received: 


orders from the Privy Council to investigate. 


the charges which had been brought against 
his colleague, the Governor of Uliasutai. 
In his report which is now published, he 
states that the Censor’s indictment is true 
in every particular, 
Uliasutai there are altogether sixty-four 
stages. Forty-four of these are within 
the jurisdiction of the memorialist, the 
remaining twenty being under the con- 
trol of the Governor of Uliasutai. Con- 
nected with the former, there are four 
military inspectors who, together with an 
officer specially deputed for the purpose, 
formed a Commission of Enquiry. Their 
reports were sent in separately, and 
although they differ in some minor details, 
they all point conclusively to the guilt of 
the accused. The warrants from the Boards 
under which he was travelling, authorised 
T’o-k’o-t’uan to make use of fourteen rid- 
ing horses, four pack horses, two leaders, 
and seven carts from Kalgan to Uliasutai, 
a distance of 3,840 li. 
of commutation, this would have repre- 
sented a payment of Tis. 239. He had 
no written authority to requisition for 
camels, but as a matter of fact high officials 
travelling on the post roads in Mongolia 
always receive a supply of these animals 
for the transport of their luggage. The 
number naturally depends on the amount 
of baggage and averages about thirty or 
forty, never exceeding fifty. The accused 
employed no less than eighty-five of these 
animals, and not content with this, he 


demanded from twenty to thirty carts at ' 


each station, and in the absence of carts, 
100 camels. This demand was complied 
with by the authorities of every station 
from the moment he got outside the pass 
until he reached Uliasutai. The only ex- 
planation of such a vast equipment is that 
it was used for the conveyance of mer- 
chandise with the object of evading duty. 
The requisition for carriers, tents, and 
other requirements, was on a proportion- 
ately large scale, and inflicted the greatest 
possible hardship upon the Mongols. The 
doings of his retinue were still worse. 
They made exactions of sheep, tea, cloth, 
and other articles at every station, and if 
they met with any refusal, had recourse to 
oaths and blows to enforce their demands. 
In addition to this, they extorted a sum 
of Tls. 1,490. Such was the conduct of the 
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Governor and his suite at the forty-four 
stations under the jurisdiction of the 
memorialist. When he reached the stations 
under his own control, his exactions be- 
came still more impossible to satisfy. 
Each station was obliged to provide a 
present of Tls. 50 for the Governor him- 
self, and Tis. 30 for distribution amongst 
the members of his staff, in addition to 
twelve head of sheep which could be com- 
muted at Tls. 2.2 each. The authorities 
of the various stations prayed hard for 
some remission, but the Governor’s agent 
was inexorable, and threatened all who 
hesitated to comply with punishment. 
The first ten stations provided altogether 
Tis. 1,700, the second ten Tls. 1,580. All 
the stations were directed to furnish four- 
teen horses each, of whieh jhe kept eight, 
and returned six. For those which he 
returned he claimed a money payment of 
25 Tls. each, while for those which he 
retained he only gave a commutation 
allowance of Tis. 6 per head. The pay- 
ments were made to his agent, who was 
careful to obtain a written declaration 
stating that no extortion had been practised. 
No very clear evidence is procurable 
respecting the charge of conveying produce 
free of duty for mercantile establishments. 
A number of merchants residing at Kalgan 
and doing business with Uliasutai were 
examined on this point, but they naturally 
refused to incriminate themselves. The 
memorialist forwards copies and transla- 
tions of all the evidence taken in the case 
and leaves it to the Throne to deal with 
the accused officer. 


11th August. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Chang Yin-huan, Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén, has been promoted to the office of 
Senior Vice-President of the Censorate. 


FULL INVESTIGATION OF CHARGES AGAINST 
GOVERNOR OF ULIASUTAI, 


K‘uei-pin, the Governor of Ch‘ahar, 
furnishes a further and more exhaustive 
account on the above subject. Theaccused 
had represented one of his servants, a man 
named Ch‘én-yu, as the chief culprit. No 
such person exists, but theGovernor’s agent, 
Chi-t‘ung, and a number of his servants 
have been subjected to a severe examina- 
tion. Chi-t‘ung deposed that he had ac- 
companied the Governor T’o-k’o-t’uan from 
Kalgan to Uliasutai and had acted as his 
agent on the way. Altogether, they tra- 
velledsixty-fourstages. From the third stage 
onwards the Governor and his suite made 
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at sums varying from Tis. 1:2 to Tis. 2.6 
er head. From the seventh stage the 
overnor received at every station sums 

of money ranging from Ts, 5 to Tis. 80. 

Every evening the proceeds of the day’s 

exactions were made up in three sealed 

packets which the witness handed to the 

Governor. Altogether, the Governor re- 

ceived in this way Tls. 2,701. A do- 

mestic servant, named P‘ing-an, was next 
examined and gave similar evidence. He 
had been in the service of the Governor 
from boyhood and had made the journey 
with him from Kalgan to Uliasutai. His 
master had received money presents of 
from twenty to one hundred taels at every 
station they passed after they reached the 
seventh stage. A commutation allowance 
for sheep had been paid from the third 
stage onward both to the Governor and the 
members of his retinue. The money was 
placed in leather bags of which he had 
charge during the journey and which were 
handed over to his master when they reach- 
ed their destination. If these men were 
so active in collecting funds for their chief, 
it was not unreasonable to suppose that 
they had taken care of their own interests, 
and they were closely questioned on this 
point. Chi-t‘ung admitted that he and 
several others had received a sum of Tls. 

233 as a commutation payment for sheep. 

During the last 20 stages he had exacted a 

fee of Tls. 5 at each station, or a total of 

Ts. 100 which, however, he was obliged to 

make over to the Governor on their arrival 

at Uliasutai. Twelve of the escort received 

Tls. 359 for sheep with which they claimed 

a right to be supplied. Several of the 

other servants admitted to having received 

on this account a sum of Tls. 122. 

An investigation of the charge of having 
conveyed goods for merchants with the 
animals supplied at the public expense 
produced some strange revelations. During 
the month which the accused passed at. 
Kalgan he had contracted with several 
firms to convey for them immense quanti- 
ties of produce to Uliasutai. No less than 
seventy of the eighty-eight camels for 
which he requisitioned were loaded with 
brick tea, tobacco, and other goods con- 
signed to Uliasutai by the Kalgan mer- 
chants. He charged at the rate of fourteen 
strings of cash for each package of mer- 
chandise and the total proceeds which were 
divided amongst himself and his dependants 
amounted to over a thousand taels. The 
merchants admitted that they had escaped 
the duty and offered to make good a sum 
equal to ten times the amount they would 


a demand for sheep which they commuted ! have had to pay on this head. The charge 
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of forcing each station to provide him with 
a couple of horses was also fully established. 
The demand was however confined to the 
twenty stations within his jurisdiction 
and only a dozen or so of horses were 
retained. Such was the intense greed of 
the accused officer that he undertook to 
attach a number of persons to him 
as attendants who paid him various 
sums in consideration of the saving they 
were thus able to effect in their travelling 
expenses. Altogether he pocketed a sum 
of more than Tls. 3,400 : Chi-tung extorted 
Tls.232 on his own account, and the other 
members of his staff shared in the plunder 
in a less degree. The memorialist after 
denouncing the accused as a villain who is 
a disgrace to the public service leaves him 
to be dealt with bythe Throne. Chi-t‘ung 
has been sentenced to 100 blows and 
banishment to a distance of 3,000 li; 
P‘ing-an is to receive 100 blows and to be 
banished for three years, and Chang-yu is 
to have 80 blows and banishment for one 
year and half. Twenty-nine members of the 
party who participated in the plunder are 
to be tried by the authorities at Uliasutai. 
The mercantile firms at Kalgan whose 
goods were passed through by T‘o-k‘e-t‘uan 
have been obliged to make good the duty 
and likin and have been fined in a sum of 


Tis. 1,460. 
12th August. 
No papers of importance. 


13th August. 


THE VICEROY AT NANKING ASKS FOR FULLER 
POWERS TO ENABLE HIM TO DEAL WITH CRIME. 


The Viceroy, Liu K‘un-i, states that ever 
since the rebellion, brigandage hascontinued 
to flourish in the province of Kiangsu, 
members of secret societies and dis- 
banded soldiers being the chief promoters 
of disorder. Since he entered upon 
the duties of his office scarcely a day 
has passed that several cases of rob- 
bery with violence have not been re- 
ported, and the majority of these are com- 
mitted by armed bands and attended with 
loss of life. The situation has undergone 
entire change since the memorialist’s 
previous tenure of office as Viceroy at 
Nanking.. At the moment of writing 
missionary troubles aré constantly occur- 
ring at Tanyang, Kiangyin, Wuhsi, 
Chinkuei, Yanghu, Jukao, and other 
places, all of them being fomented by 
ruffians who make use of the opportunity 
to promote their own lawless designs. The 
memorialist has already been honoured with 
the receipt of an Imperial Decree command- 
ing him to take steps for the arrest and 


Google 


severe punishment of criminals of this class. 
There is no doubt a difference between 
bandits and those who take part in riots 
against missionaries, but they are both 
alike as far as the harm they inflict upon the 
country is concerned. Once the offenders 
have been arrested and found guilty, the 
only punishment which acts as a sufficient 
deterrent is immediate execution. Four 
years ago the Governor of Kiangsu asked 
for and obtained permission from the 
Throne to punish with summary decapita- 
tion all cases of brigandage accompanied 
withincendiarism or murder which occurred 
in Huaian, Hsiichow or Haichou. These 
departments are noted for the turbulent 
character of their people and the above 
measure was adopted to meet the ex- 
ceptional nature ‘of the case. Brigandage. 
is now largely on the increase in, all the 
administrative departments of Kiangning 
and Kiangsu, and the state of things 
is very similar to what prevails in Hsti- 
chou. The present system under which 
bandits who have committed murder or 
incendiarism must be forwarded to the 
provincial capital for trial makes no dis- 
tinction between them and ordinary high- 
way robbers, and fails to act as a sufficient 
deterrent against crimes of the graver 
class. The memorialist therefore asks per- 
mission to adopt the following modifica- 
tion of the present procedure. He suggests 
that all criminals of this class who may 
be indicted for capital offences shall be 
tried in the first instance, as at present, 
by the magistrate of the district, and that 
the case shall then be re-heard by the 
Taotai who, shall forward a report thereon 
for the consideration of the Governor. 
The latter, after going over the case, shall 
have the power to order the summary de- 
capitation of the prisoner at the place where 
the crime was committed, reporting the 
matter at the same time to the Throne and 
forwarding copies of all the depositions to 
the Board of Punishments.— 4 pproved by 
Rescript. ‘ 
14th August. 


No papers of interest. 


15th August. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

To-morrow after breakfast and the trans- 
action of public business, the Emperor will 
proceed to the Chien Fu Kung, where he 
will perform the usual rites before the 
Imperial Portraits. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


A few days ago Sung-Sen, President of 
the Mongolian Superintendency, presented 
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Us with a memorial in which he stated that 
the appointment to the post of Deputy 
Captain-General of the Cherim League was 
irregular. Instructions were accordingly 
issued to En Ch‘eng, Comptroller-General 
of the Colonial Office, to go into the matter. 
The latter has now furnished Us with a 
memorandum pointing out that the appoint- 
ment is quite in accordance with former 
precedents. Assistant administrators of 
the affairs of a League take rank after 
the Captain-General and Deputy Captain- 
General, and the supreme chief of all the 
banners when compared with the single 
chief of one banner naturally takes pre- 
cedence. There have moreover been several 
precedents ; what necessity is there then 
for making any change on the plea that 
the regulations arenot sufficiently explicit? 
The appointment as proposed by En Ch‘eng 
is one to which no exception can be taken, 
whereas Sung-Sen in rigidly adhering to his 
own opinion and taking upon himself to 
present a memorial in his own name alone 
has displayed his obstinate stupidity and 
the Board is directed to consider what form 
of punishment shall be meted out to him. 


MISCONDUCT OF A MILITARY OFFICER, 


Reports reached Chang Chih-tung that 
ever since the appointment in the eleventh 
moon of last year of Chi Kao-hui to the 
command of the Yiinyang (Hupeh) Brigade, 
many changes in administration had been 
introduced and that things generally were 
in an unsatisfactory state. It was stated 
that many soldiers had been disbanded 
while pay and allowances continued to be 
drawn on their account as before ; further 
that the Brigadier had taken over into his 
own hands the management of a fund raised 
out of the rent of a piece of ground at 
Yiinyang, which fund had hitherto been 
administered by the Military Secretary and 
the proceeds of which were devoted to 
the payment of sundry expenses in con- 
nection with the General’s yamén. The 
result was that others were now forced 
to make contributions and that the state 
of things in the camp was the subject of 
universal comment. 

Memorialist remembers that inthe fourth 
moon of the present year the Brigadier 
made representations to him, asking for 
permission to amalgamate the horse and 
foot soldiers, to decrease the number of 
lieutenants and increase some salaries, 
proposals which to outward appearance 
seemed to be made with a view to re- 
organisation, but to which it was not 
expedient to assent until the matter had 
been more closely gone into. Read 
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by the light of memorialist’s subsequent 
information these schemes would ap- 
pear to have been proposed with a 
view to furthering Chi Kao-hui’s private 
interests, and a deputy was appointed to 
make secret enquiry into the matter. 
After this step had been decided upon a 
further report was made by Li Shou- 
t’ang, an officer attached to the central 
battalion of the Yiinyang Brigade, to 
the effect that the three battalions of 
horse and foot goldiers constituting the 
Brigade had hitherto always been kept 
up to the full strength of 620men. When 
however last year Chi Kao-hui took com- 
mand he at once dismissed some 140 men 
and sold 42 horses, while insisting that 
the officers concerned should draw pay and 
allowances for them as before and hand 
the amount over to himself. In this way 
in the course of three months he appro- 
priated over Tis. 2,000. In the 4th moon 
of the present year he proposed to cut 
down the force by another 30 men, but in 
this he was resisted by one or two officers 
whom in his wrath he at once dismissed. 
Li went on to say that it was the mon- 
strous injustice of this proceeding which 
led him to bring forward these charges 
and that he was perfectly able to substan- 
tiate all his statements. On examination 
it appeared that apart from one or two 
slight inaccuracies as regards figures his 
allegations were on the,whole correct, and 
the result of this enquiry certainly as- 
tonished memorialist exceedingly. As a 
preliminary step he would request permis- 
sion to remove Chi Kao-hui from his post, 
after which he will be put on trial and the 
whole matter be subjected to a most rigor- 
ous investigation.— Approved. 


16th August. 
ACTING APPOINTMENT. 


Ch‘ang Ch‘un having applied for leave, 
the post of Captain-General of the Plain 
Red Banner will for the present be filled 
by I Kung. 


ARTILLERY FOR THE CANTON PROVINCE. 


Li Han-chang reports that his prede- 
cessor Chang Chih-tung, in view of the 
long extended line of coast at Kiungchow, 
proposed with the Imperial sanction to 
defend it by an “‘artillery embankment” 
some 20 li long and made arrangements 
for the purchase of 102 73-centimetre guns. 

These guns, which were ordered from 
Krupp, have now been delivered at Can- 
ton and been inspected by memorialist, 
who has found them to be of excellent 
workmanship with their carrisges and 
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ammunition all complete. But while in 
every respect admirably adapted for an 
army on a campaign they are not suitable 
for the Canton province. The climate 
of that province is extraordinarily damp, 
and in Kiungchow there is added to 
the damp the pest of white ants which eat 
anything and everything and would in a 
very short time play havoc with the gun- 
carriages and leather cushions. There is 
also the danger of the guns themselves 
being destroyed by rust. 

Another drawback is the hilly nature of 
the province which would prevent then 
being rapidly moved from place to place. 
The coast at Kiungchow moreover con- 
sists for the greater part of wet sand 
.in which the wheels of the gun-carriages 
would easily sink, and it has also been 
discovered that the guns are too long to be 
conveniently turned on the embankment. 
Lastly the province does not produce 
either horses or the forage for feeding 
horses, and even were horses to be im- 
ported from Kuangsi and Kueichow they 
would all be small animals quite unequal 
to the task of dragging such heavy guns. 

On these several grounds thefore me- 
morialist would hardly feel justified in 
retaining artillery which had been proved 
unsuitable for use in his province, but 
would suggest that the guns be transferred 
to Chihli and the three eastern provinces 
where the ground would be suitable for 
them and where horses are to be had in 
plenty. 

He has conferred with Li Hung-chang 
on the matter and the latter concurs with 
him in thinking that such would be the 
best course to adopt. Their cost would in 
the meantime be defrayed by the Kuang- 
tung province, but should later on Chihli 
be able to repay the fact can be again re- 
ported.— Request granted. 


17th August. 
No documents of interest. 


18th August. 
MISCGNDUCT OF A GRADUATE. 

Fu-le-ming-é, Lientenant-Governor of Li- 
I reports the following case. In the 4th 
se of Kwang Hsii Li-I, a chiijen who had 

een deprived of his rank, together with a 
captain who has since been dismissed 
the service, Ting Wan-ch‘un, were 
skulking inf the neighbourhood of Tientsin 
where they forged the visiting card of 
a Peking official, and on the strength 
thereof wrote letters extorting money. 
The drafts of these letters and the wooden 
stamp used for printing the cards were 
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discovered in Ting’s house, and the Vice- 
roy at once applied for permission to 
degrade these two individuals, and Li-I was 
forced to execute a bond whereby he bound 
himself to at once return to his home 
at Chinshuihsien, Hupeh. In the 10th year 
of Kuang Hsii he secretly made his way into 
Tli and offered his services to Chin Shun, 
the then Governor, who ignorant of his 
antecedents accepted them. Shortly after- 
wards several of his misdeeds coming to 
light he was summarily expelled. Whena 
year later Hsi Lun took over the acting 
appointment of Governor, he again effected 
an entrance into the yamén in the capacity 
of Secretary. 

Such power as he had he shamefully 
abused, accepting bribes aud confounding 
right and wrong in such a way as to make 
all people grind their teeth with rage. 
On this being discovered he was a second 
time ignominiously expelled, but to the 
surprise of all his powers of intrigue were 
so great that he succeeded in persuading 
the intimate friends of Hsi Lun to get 
him reinstated in his old post, where by 
virtue of his experience he had made 
himself almost indispensable. The result 
was disastrous, as the greater his knowledge 
the greater was his power of doing harm, 
and ruin overtook all who ventured in any 
way to cross his path. When Hsi Lun was 
so seriously ill he eventually obtained 
control over everything, and there is no 
length to which he hesitated to go. 

On Sé-léng-o’s taking over charge he 
incited the troops te such an extent that 
they almost broke ont in open revolt. 
His share in the matter however leaked 
out, and when Sé-léng-o came to look 
for him with a view to punishing him he 
had already withdrawn to the Ch ‘ingshui- 
ho district. Such outrageous conduct as 
his must not for one moment be tolerated, 
and the Suiting District Magistrate has re- 
ceived strict orders to immediately effect 
his arrest and have him transported in 
irons to his native place. Memorialist 
would further request that the Governor 
of Hupeh be directed to have a most care- 
ful watch kept over him there, in order 
to prevent his again breaking out, 

19th August. 
AFFAIRS IN HEI-LUNG-CHIANG. 

In the winter of last year Ik‘ot‘anga, the 
Military Governor of Hei-lung-chiang, fur- 
nished a report to the Throne dealing with 
the non-registration of land, the prevalence 
of litigation, the troubles of the bannermen 
etc., in the three districts of Hulan, Payen- 
susu and Suihua, and requesting to be 
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allowed to defer the adoption of regulative 
measures until the arrival of the Deputy 
Lieutenant Governor Tseng-ch ‘i. 

That officer arrived at his post in the 
third moon of the present year and me- 
morialist has had long and exhaustive 
consultations with him as to the best 
means to be adopted. The great difficulty 
they have to contend with is the rooting 
out of old abuses, as the moment one 
attempts to interfere with what has gone 
on for so long, one has at once to encounter 
the opposition of the gentry and the in- 
fluential families who, not content with 
passive resistance, would not hesitate to 
commence protracted lawsuits in the pro- 
vincial courts and drag them out through 
all stages of appeal. It is this prospect 
which has hitherto deterred all reformers, 
and as a consequence the abuses have been 
allowed to take firmer root as time went on. 

Memorialist proposes in this instance to 
carry through the measurement of the non- 
registered land, no matter what obstacles 
may be placed in his way, and trusts he 
may be enabled to carry it out without 
allowing the State to suffer any loss and 
without at the same time unduly irritat- 
ing the people. He intends to go over all 
the land, except of course the mountainous, 
marshy, saline and otherwise unproduc- 
tive lots, and to find out the exact area of 
the land which has been registered and 
that which has not. After measurement 
titles will be issued for the latter but no 
attempt will be made to recover back rent. 
With reference to unallotted Government 
land which has in a great many instances 
beenclandestinely appropriated aud brought 
under cultivation, it would be somewhat 
dangerous to venture to expel all holders 
of the same. It is therefure proposed 
to have it measured, a list drawn up of 
the lots, and the holders and the value 
thereof assessed. The price of the lots at 
the value assessed will be demanded of the 
holders and on payment thereof deeds will 
be issued to them and the amount of rent 
payable fixed. Should they hereafter wish 
to dispose of their lots the transfer deeds 
will require to be registered in the usual 
way. Memorialist has also had long con- 
sultations with Tseng-ch‘i regarding the 
best mode of dealing with the other ques- 
tions already referred to, and hopes to be 
able to arrive at some satisfactory conclu- 
sion. 


CARELESSNESS OF TWO JAILORS. 


Ik‘otanga reports the case of two jailors 
who, being in charge of the outer gaol, were 
in the habit of secretly going to their 
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homes and leaving the prisoners under 
their charge to do pretty much as they 
liked. The result was that the latter took 
to forging cash notes and trusted to be able 
to put them into circulation with the 
aid of the jailors aforesaid. Before, how-, 
ever, they were able to put their plan into 
execution the matter was discovered, and 
it is proposed in addition to severely 
punishing the forgers to at once degrade 
the two officers who have shown themselves 
guilty of such a grave breach of trust. 


SALT WELLS IN YUNNAN. 

T‘an Chiin-pei reports the usual annual 
advance of Tls. 3,500 to the salt workers of 
the Ch‘iaohou well to enable them to 
purchase the necessary firewood for firing 
the salt. 

20th August. 
DECREE. 


The Board of Civil Office in obedience 
to our edict of 15th inst. find that the 
punishment that ought to be meted out 
to Sung Sen, President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, is degradation by three 
steps and removal from his office. We are 
graciously pleased to commute this to 
deprivation of rank and to permit him to 
remain at his post. 


YELLOW RIVER. 


Since the commencement of summer 
about the 27th of May the Yellow River 
has been alternately rising and in some 
instances washing away the dykes. When 
this was first reported Chang Yao wasaway 
on his tour of inspection, but the Provincial 
Treasurer at once ordered all available 
ofticers to take steps to repair any breaches 
that might have been made. The water 
rose day by day owing to the midsummer 
freshets from the 2nd to the 7th of July 
and on the 13th there was a sudden rise of 
about two to three feet. Asa rule when 
the river rises about 1 foot in Honan it 
rises in the ‘I'sa-chow district about 1 foot 
7-8 inches, and in the Shouchang district 
about 3 feet 1-2 inches, but these figures 
vary and the breadth of the stream is not 
always the same. 

Below Changchirg the body of water is 
increased by the influx of several mountain 
torrents and the rise there has been very 
alarming. At every point which has been 
reported as threatened officers and men 
have been sent to repair any damage and to 
try and prevent any serious outbreak. 

In a postscript memorial Chang Yao 
submits a plan he has drawn up in order to 
ensure a sufficiency of men to work on the 
embankments. It used to be the custom 
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to get the villagers to assist, but this was 
found to interfere with agricultural opera- 
tion and labourers were hired as occasion 
arose and paid at so much a day. The ex- 
pense connected with this system was 
very great and after mature consideration 
memorialist proposes to call upon the 
elders of every village to furnish him with 
a list of men in their villages who when- 
ever called upon to do so shall proceed to 
the river and assist in carting mud, and 
collecting other material. They will receive 
a certain remuneration and when their 
services are no longer required they can 
be dismissed to their homes. 


21st August. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Fiaperor will to-morrow proceed by 
way of the Hsichih Mén to the mausoleum 
of Prince Ch‘un and there perform the 
usual rites. 

The list of officers appointed to perform 
the customary autumn sacrifices at the 
various shrines is published in to-day’s 
Gazette. 


REWARDS FOR SERVICE IN CONNECTION 
WITH TELEGRAPHS. 


As Yiinnan is situated at such a remote 
distance from the capital, Li Hung-chang 
sent officers to construct a telegraph line 
from Pichieh in Kueichow to Méngtze in 
Yiinnan which was to be the trunk line of 
the Yiinnan and Kueichow telegraphs. At 
the request of Tsén Yii-ying, the former 
Governor-General, an extension of some 
2,500 li was made to Poai and Téngyiieh 
and on the completion of these lines 
memorialist applied for permission to re- 
commend those officers who distinguished 
themseves on this service for rewards 
on the ground of ‘‘extraordinary” merit. 
This the Board disallowed alleging that 
as this service differed from that on the 
construction of the military lines along 
the coast a plea of ordinary merit only 
could be advanced. Memorialist would 
submit that the construction of tele- 
graph lines in China is a thing of com- 
paratively recent origin and that there 
is not any very great difference between 
the construction of the original trunk lines 
and that of newer extensions. He would 
suggest that the basis on which the degree 
of merit should be decided should be the 
degree of danger and difficulty encountered. 
Poai and Téngyiieh are situated on the 
remote confines of the Empire in the 
malarial districts and the degree of labour 
and hardship that working there entails is 
much more severe than in the maritime 
provinces. Moreover officers engaged on 
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the construction of the line from Nanning 
to Poai were recommended on the ground 
of ‘extraordinary’ merit, why not those 
engaged on the construction of the line 
from Poai to Méngtze, an undertaking ten 
times more difficult and dangerous? If it 
is alleged that the coast lines are military 
lines and hence more important, memo- 
rialist would point out that last year the 
telegraph line was mainly instrumental in 
quickly suppressing the outbreak headed 
by Wei Ming-t‘ing. To only give re- 
wards on the basis of ‘ordinary’ merit 
to these officers would be to cast a 
slight on the Yiinnan telegraphs which 
are surely not unimportant public works 
and memorialist sincerely trusts that his 
former request will be granted.—Request 
granted. 
’ DEATH OF FANG YAO. 


Li Han-chang reports the death on the 
7th of July of Fang Yao, Naval Com- 
mander-in-Chief of theKuangtung province. 
The deceased while on an expedition against 
the pirates which infest the districts under 
his command was greatly exposed to heat 
and damp. This exposure brought on an 
illness which affected a wound received in 
former years and as in his ardour to execute 
his task he did not take sufficient care of 
himself this illness shortly proved fatal and 
he died in camp. Memorialist will later 
on give a detailed account of the forty 
years’ service of deceased, but in the mean- 
time would urgently request that an officer 
be appointed without delay to succeed to 
this very important command. 


22nd August. 

No papers of interest. 

23rd August. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Ts‘ui Kuo-yin, the Chinese Minister in 
the United States, is gazetted Sub-Reader 
of the Hanlin Academy, his successor as 
Sub-Expositor in this seat of learning being 
Ch‘én Ping-ho. 

THE APPROACHING PROVINCIAL EXAMINATION 
AT FOOCHOW. 


The Viceroy at Foochow suggests that 
the forthcoming provincial examination 
should, as on several previous occasions, be 
conducted by the Literary Chancellor of the 
province. Since Formosa was constituted 
a separate province there has been no! 
Governor of Fukien, the duties of the post 
being discharged by the Viceroy at Foo- 
chow. The memorialist, however, in addi- 
tion to being Superintendent of the Arsenal 
which makes a large demand upon his time, 
is frequently called upon to consider, in 
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conjunction with his Executive Council, 
matters arising with the various Foreign 
Powers on questions of trade and is conse- 
quently unable to atteud to the conduct of 
the examination in person. All the pre- 
liminary preparations will be made by his 
staff with the utmost care and exactness. 


ILLNESS OF THE VICEROY AT FOOCHOW, 


The Viceroy Pien Pao-ti complains that 
his health has been gradually getting worse 
since the Autumn of last year. He suffers 
from sleeplessness, shortness of breath, 
and coughing. Lately he has been troubled 
with diarrhcea and boils which often pre- 
vent him from closing his eyes all night 
Jong. His physicians tell him that he 
cannot expect to improve as long as he has 
the anxieties of office on his mind. He 
therefore asks that he may be granted 20 
days’ leave of absence to enable him to 
recruit his health. The ordinary duties of 
the post will be discharged by the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, but should anything of 
importance occur, the memorislist will 
attend to it himself. Besides, if his health 
improves in the meantime, he hopes, even 
before the expiration of his leave, to super- 
intend the preparations for the conduct 
of the forthcoming examinations for the 
second degree.—Granted by Rescript. 


24th August. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO TSO TSUNG-T‘ANG 
AND SHEN PAO-CHEN AT FOOCHOW. 


The Viceroy at Foochow, who is also 
acting as Superintendent of the Arsenal, 
submits a petition from the officers and 
others connected with this establishment 
in which they pray for permission to erect a 
temple to Tso Tsung-t‘ang and Shén Pao- 
chén in commemoration of the arduous 
services they rendered in starting the 
undertaking a quarter of a century ago. 
The petitioners preface their application by 
remarking that gratitude for meritoricus 
conduct is a sentiment which prevails 
everywhere, and that to reward distinguish- 
ed services is one of the grand principles of 
the glorious dynasty which now occupies 
the Throne. When the Arsenal was founded 
at Pagoda Anchorage in 1866, Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang was Viceroy at Foochow, and its 
inception was due to his initiative. Shén 
Pao-chén was living at his native place in 
mourning at the time and he was the first 
to hold the office of Superintendent. The 
difficulties connected with starting the pro- 
ject, the care and design with which it was 
planned, the forethought shown in testing 
the quality of the work and in the training 
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of the workmen, were all matters in which 
their joint co-operation produced excellent 
results. During the twenty years in which it 
has been in existence, some scores of vessels 
have been turned out of the dockyard and 
now serve as thebulwarks of the ports along 
the coast. The Chinese Government owes 
to the conception and forethought of these 
two distinguished statesmen the first begin- 
nings of coast defence works and other 
projects of foreign origin to which so much 
Importance is now attached. The services 
which they rendered in introducing skilful 
contrivances to which China had hitherto 
been a stranger and in adding to the 
defensive strength of the coast line fully 
deserve tobe recorded. Foochow, it may 
be added, is a poor place, where it is hard 
to find a livelihood. The establishment of 
the Arsenal gave employment to a large con- 
course of people and it is calculated that not 
less than 10,000 families now depend upon 
it for support. The gentry and people of 
the neighbourhood, remembering that vir- 
tue deserves its reward, are desirous of 
showing their esteem for the founder of 
theinstitution, and with this object in view, 
they propose to erect at their own expense 
in the close vicinity of the Arsenal a joint 
Temple to the memory of Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
and Shén Pao-chén. The Viceroy, in sup- 
porting the application, refers to the struc- 
tures of a similar kind which have already 
been erected in various provinces in honour 
of both the deceased dignitaries and to 
the marks of respect which they received, 
during life and after death, from the 
Throne. The establishment of the arsenal 
was, however, an enterprise which owed its 
success entirely to the energy and genius 
of its founders, and during the short period 
he has acted as Superintendent, the memo- 
rialist has often had reason in looking 
through the early archives, to lament how 
sadly deficient his management is as com- 
pared with theirs, In view of the undoubted 
sincerity of the promoters of the present 
scheme and their readiness to execute it at 
their own expense, the Viceroy trusts that 
their application may be favourably enter- 
tained.—Granted by Rescript. 


25th August. 


CHARGES OF EXTORTION AND IMMORALITY 
AGAINST A TIBETAN DIGNITARY. 


The Imperial agents at Urga furnish a 
report upon certain charges of extortion 
and immorality which were recently 
brought against the Tibetan ecclesiastical 
dignitary who holds the post of Councillor 
of the Treasury at that place. A Censor 
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had represented that this personage lived 
with a Mongolian woman of bad fame and 
that he annually extorted as fees for the 
Mongolian Superintendency a sum of Tls. 
7,000 which he used for his own purposes. 
On the receipt of the instructions com- 
manding them to hold an investigation into 
the matter, the memorialists at once sus- 
pended the Councillor and placed him upon 
his trial. He denied that he had made any 
exactions on account of the Mongolian 
office and added that he had never lived 
with females belonging to his own family, 
much less with a prostitute of the Mongolian 
type. On the occasion of the Emperor’s 
birthday the Patriarch of the Khalkha tribes 
who resides at Urga had organised a series 
of meetings to pray for His Majesty’s wel- 
fare and this had entailed a considerable 
outlay on tea and refreshments. To meet 
this expenditure, as also a very large item 
for supplying books of ritual to the Pan- 
shen Erderic Lama in Tibet, the accused 
dignitary had, in accordance with precedent, 
raised aloan of Tls. 150,000. A meeting 
of the Mongol chieftains and the dignitaries 
of the Tibetan church having been sum- 
moned to devise means for clearing off the 


debt, it was decided unanimously that’ 


subscriptions should be solicited, with 
the result that the whole amount was 
realised. The statement of the accused 
having been fully corroborated by the evid- 
ence of a large number of influential and 
independent witnesses, he has been re- 
instated in his former position. The 
Censor’s allegation that a great many com- 
are had been laid against the accused 

y the body of the clergy, and that he was 
not really a priest at all, is emphatically 
contradicted. The man was a pupil of the 
present Patriarch at Urga and was selected 
for the post he now holds by the memo- 
rialist himself, who would certainly not have 
chosen a person to whom his brother clergy 
objected. —Rescript—Noted. 


26th August. 


APPEAL TO PEKING AGAINST THE EXACTIONS 
OF THE LIKIN AUTHORITIES AT THE 
K‘UEICHOU BARRIER IN SZECHUAN. 


A little over a year ago a man calling 
himself Hsii-hung appeared as a suppliant 
before the Emperor and was handed over 
in the usual manner to be dealt with by 
the Board of Punishments. The Board 
duly investigated the case and submitted a 
report in which they recommended that 
the petitioner and all his papers should 
be forwarded for examination by the 
high authorities of Szechuan. The Em- 
peror, in acceding to this suggestion, took 
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occasion to make some comments upon the 
allegations contained in the petitioner’s 
statement. The likin system throughout 
the Empire is, His Majesty remarked, an 
expedient which was forced upon the 
government by dire necessity and it was 
never intended as a means of enriching 
official underlings. The appellant averred 
that the levy at the K‘uei-chou barrier had 
been increased, that the collection was 
greatly in excess of the amount reported, 
and that from the lowest clerk tu the officer 
in charge there was not a member of the 
station who did not resort to every kind of 
extortion. Liu Ping-chang was ordered to 
have the whole matter sifted to the bottom 
with a view to the removal of any abuses 
that might be found to exist in connection 
with the likin administration of the pro- 
vince. The petitioner, whose real name is 
Chéng-hsin, is a native of Peihsien, and 
went years ago to Peking in the service of 
an official. The six shops whose cause he 
was supposed to represent do not exist at 
Chungking at all, and his whole complaint 
is one that was submitted to the provincial 
authorities some eight years ago and found 
to be without foundation. The likin system 
was introduced in Szechuan during the reign 
of Hsien Féng to meet the heavy expendi- 
ture entailed by military requirements. At 
K‘ueichou the amount of the levy was based 
upon the quality and nature of the guods 
and was froin 10 to 20 per cent. less than the 
Customs dues at the same place. The pay- 
ment had to be made in silver of Govern- 
ment weight and standard which together 
represented an increase of about 10 per 
cent. on local market rates. There were 
silver shops where the difference was ad- 
justed, and one of these was formerly kept 
byaman named Téng Kou-érh, who was the 
real complainant in the present instance. 
This individual had done a considerable 
business by undertaking the payment of 
likin on behalf of the merchants and had 
fallen into heavy arrears with the likin 
establishment whose pressure for pay- 
ment had caused him much annoyance, 
Eight years ago he had made out an 
elaborately fictitious complaint against the 
likin authorities which he presented in 
succession to the Salt Commissioner, the 
Chief Justice, and the Viceroy of the pro- 
vince. On going into the charge, it was 
ascertained that the firms whose names ap- 
peared as plaintiffs did not exist. A couple 
of years Jater Téng Kou-érh was convicted 
of smuggling and his establishment was 
sealed up by the authorities. He himself 
made his escape, and it was in Peking a 
year ago that he employed Chéng-hsin to 
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present his petition in person to the Em- 
peror. In this he repeated the old accusa- 
tions against the K‘ueichou authorities. 
The acts complained of occurred during the 
time that Ting Pao-chén held office as 
Viceroy of Szechuan, and had the Itkin 
authorities been guilty of the enormous 
abuses with which they are charged, it is 
most unlikely that they would have escaped 
punishmentat the hands ofan ofticial who was 
notorious for his severity in such matters. 
Chéng-hsin has been sentenced to 100 
blows and banishment to the frontier for 
his presumption in obstructing the Im- 
perial procession. As, however, the real 
culprit Téng Kou-érh is still at large and 
the evidence of Chéng-hsin will be necessary 
for his conviction, it is suggested that the 
latter should be detained in prison pending 
the arrest of the principal offender. The 
Viceroy concludes his memorial by testify- 
ing to the honesty and purity of the K ‘uei- 
chou likin officials, the charges against 
whom have been proved to be utterly 
groundless. A few petty charges for the 
use of boats, and other purposes have been 
abolished, and revised likin regulations 
have been promulgated by proclamation 
at all the likin stations throughout the 
province. The memorialist promises to 
exercise continual supervision over the 
doings of the likin service and intimates 
that he will visit with the utmost severity 
any attempts at extortion.—Referred to the 
consideration of the Bourd of Punishments. 


27th August. 


DEATH OF CHANG YAO, THE GOVERNOR 
OF SHANTUNG. 


Decree. Chang Yao, the Governor of 
Shantung, was a man endowed by nature 
witha loyal and courageous disposition, who 
had served his country for a long series of 
years with great zeal and brilliant success. 
During the reigns of Hsien Féng and T‘ung 
Chi he quitted his post as District Magis- 
trate, organised the Sung-wu brigade, and 
conducted a campaign in the previnces of 
Honan, Anhui, and Hupeh, successively 
capturing many important cities and re- 
ducing to subjection the Nienfei and 
other rebels from the Canton provinces. 
He subsequently fought against the Maho- 
medan rebels in Kansu and Turkestan and 
made a great reputation for himself by 
driving them out of their haunts and cap- 
turing their most noted leaders. His 
services having attracted the notice of the 
Throne, he was granted the double-eyed 
Peacock Feather, was made a hereditary 
noble of the seventh grade, and was pro- 
moted to the office of Lieutenant-Governor 
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of a province for which that of Brigade- 
General was substituted. From this posi- 
tion he rose to be a Commander-in-chief, 
and when We ascended the Throne We 
bestowed upon him titles of nobility of the 
sixth and eighth grades in recognition of 
his services in re-conquering Turkestan. 
He was then appointed Governor of 
Kuangsi, with the brevet rank of Presi- 
dent of a Board, whence he was transferred 
in a similar capacity toShantung. During 
his administration of the province, he 
showed exceptional skill and capacity in 
dealing with the Yellow River, in the repair 
and maintenance of which he worked with 
unfiagging energy and zeal. In virtue of 
a Decree issued by H.M. the Empress Dow- 
ager he was appointed Assistant Director 
of the Board of Admiralty and was given 
the title of Junior Guardian of the Heir 
Apparent. We fully hoped that he would 
enjoy length of life and that he might long 
be the recipient of Our trust and confidence. 
Quiterecently, however, he received leave of 
absence on account of failing health, and 
we have now heard with the deepest grief 
the news of his sudden death. We com- 
mand that the title of Grand Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent be conferred upon 
Chang Yao, that his tablet be placed in 
the tempie dedicated to distinguished 
worthies in Peking, and that memorial 
temples be erected in his honour in the 
various provinces which formed the scene 
of his military exploits. It is our farther 
pleasure that his biography should be 
composed by the State Historian, that a 
posthumous title should be conferred upon 
him, that his funeral rites should be on the 
scale accorded to a President of a Board, 
and that a contribution of Tls. 1,000 should 
be made from the Shantung exchequer for 
defraying the expenses connected with his 
interment. We also decree that his eldest 
son Chang Tuan-pén, at present a Prefect, 
shall become a ‘Taotai as soon as a vacancy 


' occurs, and his second son Chang Tuan-h, 


now a second class Secretary in a Board, 
We promote to be a first class Secretary. 
Let his youngest son and his grandson be 
introduced at Court as soon as they shall 
have attained their majority, and all this 
We do in order to manifest in the highest 
degree our earnest regard for the memory 
of a distinguished servant. 
28th August. 
No papers of interest. 
29th August. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
(1) Prince Ch‘ing to be Superintendent 
of the Peking Customs. 
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(2) Kun Kang (President, Board of Cere- 
monies) to be Assistant Superintendent. 

(3) Fu-jun to be Governor of Shantung. 

(4) Fu-k‘un to assist in taking charge of 
the Yiian-ming-yiian and the San Shan. 

(5) Tseng Chi-ch‘i, Taotai of the Hui- 
ch‘ao-chia Circuit, Kuangtung. 


VINDICATION OF A DISTRICT MAGISTRATE. 


A charge of dealing carelessly with a 
certain case brought before him having 
been laid against the Feng-jun District 
Magistrate, a commission was appointed by 
Li Hung-chang to go into the matter and 
have it fully investigated. This commission 
has now furnished its report which com- 
pletely frees the Magistrate from any 
imputation of carelessness. The circum- 
stances of the case are as follows. Chang 
Wen-k‘uei, the proprietor of a smoking 
saloon and gambling establishment at 
F‘angshan, did in the 13th year of Kuang 
Hii induce a friend of his, Ch‘en Chou-tou, 
who was staying with him at the time, to 
join him in the commission of acrime. Lii 
Ch‘eng-hsiin, a military chiijen belonging 
to Fengjun, got to hear of this and asked 
Chang Wen-kuei to get Ch‘en to consent 
to his also becoming a partner in the crime. 
Some time afterwards Chang applied to Lii 
for a loan of money which Lii declined to 
make, and in consequence the two quarrel- 
led. ‘The matter however was arranged by 
friends, and amicable rel tions existed be- 
tween them until the 9th moon of next 
year (1888) when Chang made a second 
application to Lii for money. On Lii’s again 
refusing Chang took up a sharp instrument 
and wounded Lii on the left forehead. 
The latter then laid a charge against him 
at the yamén of the Lanchou District 
Magistrate, whereupon Chang, to avoid 
arrest, withdrew to Fengjun and there 
openeda similar establishment with acertain 
man named Sun Shu-tou as: his part- 
ner. Lii Ch’eng-ksiin who was greatly 
annoyed at Chang’s withdrawing out of 
the jurisdiction of the Lanchou magistrate, 
had an idea of effecting his arrest himself 
but as Chang was a very powerful man he 
did not think it wise to attack him single- 
handed, so got some ten men fully armed to 
break into Chang’s smoking saloon at mid- 
night on the 29th day of the 10th moon. 
In the scuffle which ensued Sun received a 
wound which proved fatal, and the casecame 
for trial before the acting magistrate Chang 
Ta-chung. On examination Lii Ch‘eng- 
hsiin proved extremely contumacious and 
evidently anticipated that the fact of his 
possessing a military degree would enable 
him to escape all punishment. Permission 
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was accordingly at once applied. fur to 
degrade him, and the trial was proceeded 
with. It was in consequence of this action 
that the charges of carelessness were pre- 
ferred against the magistrate by Lii’s 
friends and that the commission was ap- 
pointed to investigate his conduct. The 
members of the commission, after having 
carefully gone over the record of the pro- 
ceedings and revised the sentences passed, 
find that no blame whatever attaches to the 
magistrate and that he tried the case with 
the greatest attention. No further notice 
therefore need be taken of the charge. 


30th August. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) T‘ang Pin-chen, Provincial Treasurer 
Shantung. 

(2) Hu Chii-fen, Provincial Judge Kuang- 
si. 

DEAIH OF A MONGOL PRINCE. 

Notice having been received of the death 
of Sitawachir, chieftain of the Tombet clan 
and Prince of the fourth order, K‘uei Fu 
proposes in accordance with the new 
regulations, to proceed with one or two 
secretaries and offer the customary sacri- 
fices to the memory of the deceased. The 
cost of the sheep and the wine neces- 
sary will be defrayed out of the public 
funds of the K’obdo Treasury Memorialist 


| would request that the Grand Secretariat 


be instructed to make out an honorary 
inscription in Manchu and Mongol to be 
forwarded by special courier, as he intends 
to delay his visit until he receives this 
document. 


DEEPENING OF THE WOOSUNG RIVER 
(SOOCHOW CREEK). 


The Governor of Kiangsu, Kang-I, re- 
ports that the deepening of the channel of 
the Woosung river being a work of great 
importance, he, in the 10th moon of last 
year, appointed a deputy to reside on the 
spot and superintend operations. He also 
received permission to recommend for 
promotion certain of the officers who 
distinguished themselves on this service. 
On the 18th of April the work of excavation 
was completed and memorialist proceeded 
in person to inspect the various sections. 
Starting from Hengsuik‘ou to the east of 
Sichiang and finishing at the Tawangmiao, 
Sincha, the total length excavated is over 
12,500 chang, the surface breadth is 10 
chang, the breadth at the bottom of the 
river three chang, the embankment thrown , 
up is two chang five feet broad and the 
depth has been increased to one chang one 
foot. All in all some 159,375 fang of mud 
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have been excavated and the breadth of the 
river has been almost doubled. Everything 
has been done in the most careful manner 
and there is nothing superficial about the 
work. On the 4th of May the barriers 
were cut and the water let into the sections. 
The total cost of the undertaking has been 
defrayed out of the surplus of the Famine 
Relief Fund, the interest on the fund 
raised by converting grain taxes into cash, 
aud subscriptions for the repairs to river 
embankments, etc. 

The Provincial Treasurer at Soochow 
has submitted to memorialist a list of nine- 
teen officers, who have specially distin- 
guished themselves in connection with this 
work and whom he would recommend for 
promotion. Of these, memorialist would 
more especially mention an Expectant 
Prefect Chou Lien who resided on the 
spot and was indefatigable in personally 
superintending all operations, and_ his 
assistant, a Sub-prefect named Hui Ping. 
For the former he would request that 
whenever he obtains the substantive ap- 
pointment of Prefect he be placed on the 
list of Expectant Taotais, and for the latter 
that he await at his post the next vacancy 
in the ranks of the Prefects.—Granted. 


31st August. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Chow Mao-ch’i to be Tientsin Taot’ai. 
(Late Prefect of T‘ainan Fu). 


PROVINCIAL EXAMINATIONS IN SHANTUNG. 


According to the regulations the supe- 
rintendence of the Provincial Examinations 
devolves on the Governor of the Province, 
but as the Examinations this year will take 
place just about the time of the autumn 
freshets, Chang Yav requests permission 
to transfer his duties to the Literary 
Chancellor as it will be necessary for him 
to direct in person any operations that 
may prove necessary in connection with 
the river.—Granted. 


APPLICATION FOR LEAVE BY CHANG YAO, 


Chang Yao applies for twenty days’ leave 
in order to enable him to nurse a 
boil which ia causing him the greatest 
pain. He states that his constitution 
has always had a tendency to ‘‘accu- 
mulate moisture” and that since his 
arrival at his post whenever during the hot 
summer months he has had to superintend 
the works on the Yellow River he has 
invariably been troubled with boils. In the 
15th year of Kuang Hsii he had as many 
as twenty-two in the course of the summer, 
but as they came at irregular intervals he 
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did not venture to apply for sick leave. 
In the sixth month of the present year five 
boils made their appearance on his back, 
one of them, under the right shoulder, being 
of a more serious nature than ‘the others. 
It happened that at the time he was work- 
ing on the river and that he had with him 
an expectant assistant district magistrate 
who understood something of medicine. 
This officer was called in to examine the 
boil and pronounced it to be a Ta show 
(carbuncle) of the most dangerous kind. 
For now more than half a month medicine 
has had no effect and the pain is so intense 
that memorialist can neither eat nor sleep. 
He would accordingly request permission to 
take twenty days’ leave and hand over tem- 
porary charge to the Provincial Treasurer. 
—Granted. 


ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN ARMS, 


In the 5th moon of Kuang Hsii XIII 
Chang Yao received an intimation from 
the Board of Punishments that henceforth 
all brigands found with rifles in their pos- 
session were to be summarily put to death, 
but nothing was said about what steps 
were to be taken in dealing with those 
who carry on this illicit traffic in arms, 
now what punishment should be inflicted 
on the officials who through carelessness 
allow such a state of things to exist. 
Memorialist would point out that in every 
town and market place a large traffic in 
arms is carried on, and it hardly appears 
to him to be in accordance with the fitness 
of things that while all found in possession 
of arms should be subject to heavy penalties 
those who supply them therewith should 
escape. He would therefore pray that 
some means be devised whereby the autho- 
rities will be enabled to deal more strin- 
gently with all offenders of this description. 
—Let the Board of Punishments consider and 
report. 

1st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Ceremonies has suggested to 
Us that a tablet be presented to Hsti Yung-i, 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue in consideration of the liberal 
provision he has made for maintaining the 
members of his family. It appears that in 
accordance with instructions received from 
his parents Hsii Yung-i has at various 
times purchased some 1,500 mow of land 
which he has set apart for the maintenance 
of the members of the family. This con- 
duct on his part is much to be praised and 
We are pleased to direct that an Imperial 
tablet be presented to the said Vice-' 
President as a token of our approval. 
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DEATH OF CHANG YAO. 

Some days ago Fu Yun, Provincial Trea- 
surer of Shantung, received a note from the 
Governor informing him that he (the Gov- 
ernor) had received twenty days’ leave and 
directing him to take charge of the Yamén 
in the meantime. During his daily visits 
to the Yamén, memorialist 
went to see the invalid and was con- 
cerned to note that the inflammation seem- 
ed to be penetrating inwards, but the energy 
of the Governor remained unabated and 
his directions to memorialist about the 
administration of affairs were most ex- 
plicit. About the 15th day of the present 
moon his strength began to fail him and 
during the night of the 18th, 
rialist was hurriedly sent for. When he 
arrived at the Yamén the Governor knocked 
his head on his pillow and bitterly regretted 
that he had been able to do so little to 
requite the great favour shown to him by 
the Throne. He then went on to direct 
memorialist to present a posthumous 
memorial on his behalf and addressed a 
letter to Li Hung-chang, in which he pointed 
out the great importance of Shantung, 
seeing that it is one of the northern 
maritime provinces, and dwelt on the 
necessity of erecting fortifications to guard 
against every contingency. He also spoke 
of the tinances of the New Dominion and 
the proposed abolition of certain regiments 
there which he seemed to think would be 
a breach of faith towards the native tribes. 
When the memorial had been duly sealed 
tears came into his eyes and exclaiming 
thrice, ‘‘ How little have I done in return 
for theImperial favour,” he fainted. Memo- 
rialist and the various officials in the pro- 


vincial capital were athis bedside and tried | 


to get him to swallow some strengthening 
medicine, but it was in vain and towards 
morning he passed away. 

When he came back from Lik‘ou the 
deceased took up his abode in a small room 
adjoining the public office, and there he 
remained to the last surrounded by official 
documents ; never for once did he withdraw 
into his private apartments. 

He died leaving absolutely nothing be- 
hind him in the way of property and all 
arrangements connected with the funeral 
will be undertaken by memorialist. When 
the news of his death got abroad it excited 
universal grief amongst the people who 
well know his lofty and pure character. 

The late Governor began his official 
career as a district magistrate ; his first 
eugagement was the taking of Kuangshan 
and his second the capture of Hsihsien. 
After these two exploits his fame was 
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established and people used to speak of 
him as a host in himself. At the time that 
the Cantonese rebels made their way north 
he was acting district magistrate of Kushih, 
which town he held for over eighty days 
against an overwhelmingly large force. 
As a reward for the bravery shown 
on this occasion, he received the Bat?uri 
distinction an honour very rarely indeed 
conferred ona district magistrate. There- 
after while acting as Chihchowu at Kuang- 
chou he made an expedition into Anhui 
and Hupeh and inflicted heavy losses on 
the rebels in those provinces. This success 
led to his being given the rank of Taot‘ai, 
and he was shortly afterwards promoted 
to be Provincial Treasurer for Honan. In 
the first year of ‘Tung Chih he dislodged the 
rebels from over four hundred strongholds 
in Shantung and was gazetted a Brigade’ 
General, the Imperial Decree appointing 
him explicitly stating that in the eyes of 
the State civil and military officials were re- 
garded as of equalstanding, and neither had 
precedence over the other. After various 
other successful expeditions against the 
rebels he received the yellow riding jacket, 
and a patent of the 7th degree of hereditary 
rank. He next served in Kausu and 
Turkestan with great distinction, winning 
the double-eyed peacock feather and re- 
ceiving promotion to the 6th degree of 
hereditary rank. In the llth year of 
Kuang Hsii he was appointed Governor of 
Kuangsi having previously held rank as 
Commander-in-Chief for Kuangtung and 
Assistant Military Administrator of the 
New Dominion. To this was added brevet 
rank as President of the Board of War 
and in the course of next year he was 
transferred to Shantung, to look after the 
Yellow River. The care he devoted to 
that part of his duties connected with the 
river was unremitting, and he devoted so 
much personal attention thereto that he 
only actually resided in his Yamén for a 
very few months during the year. In 
1888 he was appointed Assistant Director 
of the Board of Admiralty and in the 
following year he received the title of 
Junior Guardian of the Heir Apparent. 
At the last Metropolitan Examination of 
officials he was specially recommended for 
further distinctions. 

His distinguished services on behalf of 
his country have long been known to the 
Throne but memorialist would also like to 
point out the spotless purity of his private 
character. Honourable, just, straightfor- 
ward and upright in his dealings both with 
his subordinates and with the common 
people his fame lives in the memories of 
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all and the news of his death has been 
received with universal regret. He had 
a peculiar aptitude for getting at the hearts 
of the people and he showed great 
discernment in selecting the best talent 
amongst his subordinates. Memorialist, 
who has served with him for many years 
and known him very intimately, can bear 
testimony to the fact that a character such 
as his can bear the fullest comparison with 
that of the renowned heroes of antiquity. 
The memorial concludes with a request 
that a successor be at once appointed. 


2nd September. 


The whole of to-day’s Gazette is taken up 
with a report of the unearthing of some 
unsatisfactory and unreliable particulars 
regarding the case referred to in the Gazette 
of May 18th, 1888. It has been dragging 
its weary way along throughout these 
three years with the result that witnesses 
and evidence cannot be had and all 
that it seems possible to establish for 


is certain is that Yu Ch‘un-tsé appropriated - 


some Tls. 3,000. The punishment for the 
embezzlement of government funds for any 
sum over Tls. 1,000 is death by beheading, 
but the case is referred for the considera- 
tion of the Board. The property of the 
culprit has been sold and has realised some 
Tis. 1,500 which sum has been paid into 
the Provincial Treasury. 


3rd September. 


APPOINTMENT OF NEW LITERARY 
CHANCELLORS. 

The Literary Chancellors of Fukien, 
Honan and Yiinnan are hereby reappoint- 
ed :—Shuntien, Li Wen-tien; Kiangsu, 
Pu Liang; Anhui, Wu Lu; Kiangsi, 
Sheng Ping-wei ; Chékiang, Ch‘en I ; Hu- 
peh, Kung Hsiang-lin ; Hunan, Chang Yi; 
Shantung, Hsin Shu-ch‘un ; Shansi, Wang 
T‘ing-hsiang ; Shensi. Li Fung-han ; Kan- 
su, Ts‘ai Chin-t‘ai ; Szechuan, Ch‘i Hung- 
chi; Kuangtung, Hsi Ch; Kuangsi, 
Chao I-chiung ; Kueichow, Yeh Tsai-ch‘; 
Fengtien, Chang Ying-lin, 


DEGRADATION OF OFFICIALS. 


Li K‘un-i submits that since his arrival 
at his post the pressure of business has 
been so great that he has only been able 
to receive the various ‘‘Chous” and 
“‘Hsiens” under his jurisdiction at rare 
intervals and it has been impossible for 
him to make thorough enquiry into their 
characters and capabilities. For these 
reasons he would not care to lightly take 
any action, but when rumours of any mis- 
conduct do reach his ears he dare not for 
one moment show the slightest leniency. 
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The late Shanghai District Magistrate 
P‘ei Ta-chung, now Department Magistrate 
of the independent department of T‘ung- 
chow (Kiangsu) was some time ago said 
to have been guilty of misconduct on eight 
separate occasions. Whenever this news 
reached the ears of the Financial and 
Judicial Commissioners two deputies were 
appointed to look into the matter. The re- 
sult of their enquiries and the answers 
of Pei to the charges brought against 
him proved conclusively to memorialist 
that he had, to say the least cf it, shown 
stupidity in his administration of official 
business. As, however, his private and 
public affairs are so mixed up that it is 
impossible at first sight to separate the 
one from the other, the Intendant of the 
Susungt‘ai circuit has been directed to 
investigate the matter, and when his 
report has been received further action, 
will be taken. In one instance it is clearly 
apparent without any need of further en- 
quiry that he has been guilty of displaying 
an illegal partiality towards one of the 
parties ina law suit, and in a second in- 
stance, a dispute as regards adoption, it 
is almost certain that he took the side 
of one of the parties against the other 
and the side that he upheld was the side 
that had no legal claim. 

Memorialist would turther draw attention 
to the case of the Jukao District Magistrate, 
Lo Ch‘iung-chang. This officer is a native 
of T‘ungch‘uanfu, Szechuan, and arrived at 
his post on the 14th of March. On the 22nd 
of June he reported at the office of the de- 
partment magistrate that on the 18th of 
that month he had received a letter from 
his home announcing the death of his 
mother on the 19th of January and that it 
would be necessary for him to go into 
mourning. On the report of this case 
reaching memorialist he was at once struck 
by the remarkably long interval which had 
been allowed to elapse before the death 
was reported. Direct water communication 
exists between Szechuan and Kiangnan, 
and in these days of steamers and tele- 
graphs important news of such a kind 
would naturally be conveyed as quickly as 
possible by the family to the son interested. 
An interval of over six months is quite 
unheard of and people say that he had 
news of hismother’s death before proceeding 
to his post. How under the circumstances 
was it possible to him to clothe himself in 
the garb of everyday life and appear before 
the people? The officer who was sent to 
relieve him had hardly taken over charge 
when a mob got up and burnt the 
missionary chapels. Had the magistrate . 
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re-ported his mother’s death earlier his sub- 
stitute would have had longer experience 
of the district and been able to take steps 
to keep lawless characters in hand. 

Memorialist concludes by asking for per- 
mission to at once degrade the two officers 
in question. 

NEW SEAL. 

Li Hung-chang reports that the copper 
seal of the Tientsin Brigade General has 
been in use now for some hundred and 
forty years and that the characters thereon 
have completely worn away. He would 
request that the Board of Rites be directed 
to have a new seal engraved. 

4th September. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Prince Ch‘ing is appointed President of 
the Admiralty Board; Ting An, Lieut. 
-General of the plain white banner (Chinese) 
and Liu K‘un-i, Governor-General of the 
Liang Kiang, are appointed Assistant 
Directors of Naval Affairs. 


DECREE. 


Yii Lu has reported the necessity of at 
once repairing the Imperial Mausoleum at 
Moukden and has asked for the selection of 
an auspicious day on which to commence 
work, The Board of Astronomy is hereby 
directed to choose some day in the 8th 
moon which will be favourable for the 
commencement of such an_ enterprise, 
and on the date chosen Yii Lu will set to 
work. 

Liu K‘un-i is apparently overhauling the 
whole of his subordinate staff, as he has 
applied for permission to degrade more civil 
and military officials whose conduct is not 
such as it might be. 

No further documents of interest. 


5th September. 
No papers of interest. 


6th September. 


REWARD TO A MINISTER OF THE TSUNGLI 
YAMEN FOR MUNIFICENT GIFT TO HIS 
FAMILY CLAN. 

The Governor of Chékiang submits a 
memorial asking that a tablet bearing an 
inscription in the Imperial handwriting 
may be presented to Hsii Yung-i, a Minister 
of the Yamén, for his generosity in pur- 
chasing a large estate which he has placed 
at the disposal of the needy members of 
his family clan. Hsii Yung-i, who holds 
also the post of Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, is a native of the 
district of Haiyen, where his family have 
resided for several generations. The clan 
is a very numerous one, and is distributed 
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over the district and the town of Hai- 
yen. The father of the present Minister 
held office as a Sub-Prefect near Swatow, 
and conceived the idea of presenting his 
clan with a piece of public ground on the 
principle enunciated by Fan Chung-yen, a 
Worthy of the Sung dynasty. His means 
however being limited, he was only able to 
purchase 110 mow of land for the purpose. 
This is quite insufticient to provide for the 
wants of a family which has numerous 
branches and which has been settled in the 
district for eighteen generations. The 
Minister has therefore purchased 1,469 mow 
more land in the three districts of Chia- 
hsing, Pinghu, and Haiyen, the rental of 
whichis to constitutea fund for assisting the 
widowed and orphaned members of theclan, 
for defraying marriage and funeral expenses, 
and for educating the children of indigent 
families. All the members of the clan who 
are descended from the same great ancestor 
are to share in the benetits of the founda- 
tion, and land stewards have been appoint- 
ed to look after the interests of the pro- 
perty. Hsii Yung-i has shown his deep 
interestin the welfare of the remote branch- 
es of his family by spending Tls. 19,000 
on the purchase of this estate, and as he 
is already an officer of high rank, it is 
suggested that some special mark of dis- 
tinction should be conferred upon him. A 
precedent is found in the case of Hsii 
Kéng-shén who received an Imperial tablet 
for a similar donation of land which he 
presented to the members of his clan some 
seven or eight years ago. The memorialist 
therefore ventures to solicit the bestowal 
of a reward of this kind upon Hsii Yung-i 
in recognition of his generous conduct.— 
Referred to the consideration of the Board of 
Ceremonies. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF TWO 
OFFICERS PREVIOUSLY DISMISSED FROM THE 
PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Taking advantage of the Decree issued 
two years ago, by which the High Provin- 
cial Authorities were invited to submit 
recommendations in favour of officers who 
had been degraded, but were thought cap- 
able of doing good service, the Viceroy at 
Canton forwards a favourable account of 
two officials for whose capacity he can 
vouch by personal experience. The first, 
Wang Ting-an, is a Graduate of Hupeh who 
was formerly Intendant of the Chining 
Circuit in Shansi. After serving for many 
years at Nanking under Tséng Kuo-fan 
and Tséng Kuo-ch ‘ian, he was sent in 1877 
to assist in the work of famine relief in 
Shansi, where he subsequently received 
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the appointment which he was holding 
when he was degraded. Chang Chih-tung 
who denounced him for embezzlement 
afterwards explained that he was only 
technically guilty, as the money had passed 
through the hands of the officer in charge 
of the Relief Department. During the 
ten years which have elapsed since he was 
‘degraded Wang Ting-an has been ex- 
clusively engaged in literary work. Two 
years ago, Tséng Kuo-chiian employed him 
to write a treatise on the Salt Administra- 
tion, of the Liang Huai area and the work 
is now ready for the press. Since the 
memorialist entered upon his present 
-office, he has had abundant opportunities 
of observing the extensive learning and 
great practical knowledge possessed by 
Wang ‘l'ing-an, and he thinks it would be a 
great pity that an officer of such rare abili- 
ties should failto obtainre-employment. The 
second official mentioned by the Viceroy as 
‘deserving of notice is Chi Hsii-héng, a 
native of Hunan, who was formerly Taotai 
of the I-nan Circuit in Yiinnan. While 
‘holding this office some three years ago he 
was denounced by the Governor of the 
province for having failed to furnish a full 
report of a famine which had occurred in 
his jurisdiction. His fault was little more 
than an oversight,and should not be allowed 
to obliterate his past services. He made 
several campaigns with the memorialist 
‘during the reign of Hsien Féng and gained 
‘a reputation for military prowess. During 
his stay in Yiinnan he served with dis- 
tinction against local rebels and obtained 
the entire confidence of the late Viceroy 
by his exertions in the work of frontier 
pacification. Rescript.—Let both the above 
officers be introduced to Us by the Board 
of Civil Office. 


7th September. 
PACIFICATION OF NATIVE TRIBES ON THE 
BURMESE FRONTIER. 

The Viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichou, 
Wang Weén-shao, and the Governor of the 
former province, T‘an Chiin-pei, submit a 
memorial reporting the settlement of a 
dispute which occurred between certain 
native tribes, and soliciting the bestowal of 
rewards upon aboriginal chieftains and 
native administrators for their good offices in 
thematter. Some time ago Han Yung-hsien, 
the native headman of Méngshén, within 
the jurisdiction of the Superintendent of 
Kéngma, and Han Yung-kao, the headman 
of the two districts of Méngchiio and 
Méngtung, became involved in a feud, 
in the course of which the military au- 
tthorities defending the frontier were 
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bribed by the former to attack and plunder 
Méngchiio. This outrageous conduct on 
the part of the authorities was duly re- 
ported to the Throne by the memorialists, 
who specially requested that they should 
be severely punished, and promised to 
furnish a further report regarding the 
measures taken for the settlement of the 
district and the restoration of Han Yung- 
kao. On first hearing what happened the 
memorialists were afraid that Han Yung- 
kao, having made his escape to Ch‘iawa, 
might possibly enter into a league with 
the wild tribes there and cause disturb- 
ance on the frontier, and saw that the 
whole case hinged upon his being induced 
to come back and resume his former 
position. They therefore instructed Liu 
Ch‘un-lin, who was acting provisionally 
as intendant of the Inan circuit, to 
proceed to Chénpien and arrange with 
the Acting Lieutenant Colonel, Yii-ch‘ih 
Tung-hsiao, as to the best means of effecting 
this object. On his arrival at Chénpien 
the Taotai commissioned the local head- 
man of Ménlien and lower Méngyiin, 
Tao Chin-hua, to use his influence with 
Han Yung-kao with a view to his return. 
The native prefect of Méngting within the 
jurisdictionof Yungch‘ang Fu, Han Chung- 
pang, who was found to bea relation of 
Han Yung-kao, and the Prince of Hulu, the 
barbarian chieftain of Ch‘iawa, an intimate 
friend of his, were also asked to assist in 
reasoning with him. At first he was very 
suspicious and would not venture to re- 
turn, but eventually when he recognised 
the disinterestedness of their advice and 
received an assurance from the Prince of 
Hulu that he would himself escort him back 
to Méngchiio and there await the decision 
of the authorities, his scruples were over- 
come and he yielded to their entreaties. In 
1883 trouble having occurred in the native 
state of Kéngma owing to Han En-ch‘ing’s 
having set up a claim to the hereditary 
title of native ruler, the then Viceroy 
deputed the Intendant of the Ihsi Circuit 
to investigate the matter, and it was pro- 
posed that the districts of Méngchiio and 
Méngtung should be placed under the 
rule of Han Yung-kao, the river Tangpa 
being considered the boundary line between 
his territory and that of Han Yung-shéng, 
the local administrator of Kéngma. If 
peace was maintained for a period of five 
years Han Yung-kao was told that an 
application would be made to the Throne 
for making his title hereditary. The 
Taotai’s action on the present occasion 
in reinstating Han Yung-kao was based 
upon the memorial presented to the 
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Throne on the subject in 1883, the Tang- 
pa River being still regarded as the bound- 
ary line. Both Han Yung-shéng and Han 
Yung-kao have entered into bonds agreeing 
to abide by this arrangement. Han Yung- 
hsien, the native headman of Méngshén, 
who was the prime mover in all this 
trouble, on being summoned to appear on 
his trial before the native Superintendent, 
Han Yung-shéng, committed suicide by 
swallowing poison. On the completion of 
his task the Taotai asked that some appro- 
priate notice should be taken of the services 
rendered by Han Chung-pang and Tao 
Chin-hua in removing a source of trouble on 
the frontier and of the noble conduct of the 
Prince of Hulu in heartily co-operating 
with them in securing the return of Han 
Yung-kao. The memorialists remark that 
Han Yung-shéng showed himself to bea 
very lax administrator in allowing these 
quarrels to take place amongst the native 
tribes, and cannot absolve him from blame 
in connection withthe suicide of Han Yung- 
hsien. Still, as he afterwards assisted in 
bringing the matter to a settlement, no 
further notice will be taken of his offence. 
Great credit is given to Han Yung-kao for 
the extreme forbearance with which he 
acted when besieged and driven into exile 
by the Imperial troops which were bribed 
by his rival Han Yung-hsien. It is 
asked that he should, as a special mark 
of favour, be granted the hereditary title 
of Lieutenant and be retained in his post 
as administrator of Méngchiio and Méng- 
tung. Kéngma is within the jurisdiction 
of the Prefecture of Shunning. As 
Méngchiio and Méngtung are within 
comparatively easy access of the recently 
established sub-Prefecture of Chénpien, 
it is advisable that they should be placed 
under the control of the sub-Prefect of 
that department who will in future collect 
all the taxes leviable in the two districts 
in question. Han Yung-pang is the admi- 
nistrator of a neighbouring tribe and the 
Prince of Hulu is a barbarian chieftain 
who has never submitted to Chinese 
jurisdiction. His conduct on the present 
occasion in acting as intermediary and 
safeguarding the peace of the frontier has 
been most creditable, as has also that of 
Tao Chin-hua who spared himself no 
trouble in promoting the cause he had 
espoused. Han Chung-pang, it is suggested, 
should be given brevet rank as a Super- 
intendent of Native States. The Ruler of 
Hulu is the chief of the Ch‘iawa. There 
is an Upper and a Lower Hulu. The 
Prince who exerted himself so much in the 
case under review is the Ruler of Upper 
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Hulu. He has never had any family or 
personal name, but being aware that the 
memorialists purposed to solicit some 
favour for him from the Throne, he adopted 
the appellation of Hu Yii-shan. It is. 
suggested that he should be granted the 
hereditary title of first captain. Tao Chin- 
hua should, it is asked, be appointed a. 
sergeant, the title being made hereditary. 
Lower Méngyiin is to be placed under the 
control of the native administrator of Méng- 
lien. The Taotai Liu Ch‘un-lin passed 
five months among the wild tribes on the 
frontier and executed his commission with 
great energy, firmness and clemency. Both 
he and the Lieutenant-Colonel, Yii-ch‘ih 
Tung-hsiao, deserve high commendation for 
their behaviour, but the latter has since 
fallen in battle and his case has been made- 
the subject of a special recommendation. 
to the Throne. Liu Chun-lin has been 
placed in charge of the military prepara- 
tions for defending the Chénpien district, 
and soon as he shall have completed his. 
task, an application will be made for the 
bestowal of some high mark of appreciation 
of his services. —Decree previously issued. 


8th September. 
DISMISSAL OF AN OFFICER OF THE GUARDS. 


The Viceroy at Foochow denounces am 
officer of the Imperial Body Guard named 
Liu Hung-chiin for disorderly behaviour at, 
his native place in Min Hsien. Shortly 
after he reached Foochow, the memorialist 
learnt that Liu had frequently seized peo- 
ple and held them to ransom, but finding 
that the man had returned to Peking to . 
resume his duties, he determined to give 
him a chance of reforming his character. He 
has now, however, come back to Foochow, 
on leave of absence and is once more resort- 
ing to his former practices. A detailed list of 
the various charges brought against Liu at 
various times is furnished by the magis- 
trate of the district, his latest offence com- 
mitted a couple or three months ago, being 
that of seizing and forcibly detaining with 
a view to levying black-mail a man named. 
Yang Shih-chou. Liu is stated to have been. 
mixed up in all sorts of lawless proceedings, 
having on one occasion used his influence 
to procure the release of a noted salt 
smuggler. He obtained the highest mili- 
tary degree in 1880 and received an appoint-. 
ment as an officer of the guards of the 
third class. Instead of conducting himself 
with the circumspection and self-respect 
due to his position, he degenerated into a 
village rowdy, and collected a crowd of 
associates to assist him in his misdeeds.. 
The Viceroy asks that he should be at once 
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degraded in order that he may be formally 
tried for the various offences with which he 
is charged.—Rescript. Let Liu Hung-chiin 
be cashiered and placed on his trial. 


TRIENNIAL EXAMINATIONS AT PEKING. 


Hsii Kéng-shén, a Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén, is appointed Chief Examiner for 
the forthcoming Examination for the chii-jén 
degree at Peking; the Assistant Examiners 
are Liao Shou-héng, also a Minister of the 
Yamén, Hsii Shu-ming, and Ho-mu-huan. 


9th September. 
CHARGES AGAINST A MAGISTRATE IN HONAN. 

Li P‘u-jun, the magistrate of Wénhsien 
in Honan, was recently denounced to the 
Throne for a series of malpractices ranged 
under the following heads. 

First, he was accused of forcing the grain 
shops to procure him silver in exchange 
for cash at a rate which involved them in a 
serious loss. On their refusing to comply 
with his’ request, he made a demand for a 
sum of Tls, 5,000, only ‘I'ls. 1,500 of which 
were paid and that only after they had all 
closed their shops on strike. The answer 
to this charge is that since the land tax 
was commuted, the Governor has required 
payment to be made in silver. As the 
peasants, however, make little use of 
silver, the tax is actually collected in 
cash, as there are no banks in the 
district in question, the exchange has 
always been arranged through the grain 
shops. Last year being a very dull one, 
these shops had no surplus store of silver, 
and rather than be obliged to negotiate the 
exchange of the cash they offered to pay a 
sum of Tls. 500 and allow the magistrate 
to make his own arrangements. As time 
was pressing, the magistrate insisted upon 
keeping the grain merchants to their agree- 
ment and they eventually supplied the 
silver. There is no foundation whatever 
for the report that they were mulcted in a 
payment of Ts. 1,500. 

The second charge against the magis- 
trate is that he allowed undue license in 
his underlings and that lawsuits were 
decided, not in accordance with the 
merits of the case, but according to 
the amount of the bribe that was offered. 
This accusation is entirely disproved by 
the result of the investigation that has 
been held, the magistrate having disposed 
of judicial business with fairness and 
promptness. The only fault that is found 
with him is that he sometimes made use of 
unstamped warrants for the arrest of 
criminals. His object was to save time, 
but his action was certainly irregular. 
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The magistrate is further accused of 
being a dissipated character and of having 
failed to perform with due regularity the 
customary rites on the first and fifteenth 
of each month. He is credited with rising 
at noon and his accuser states that he 
was nicknamed “the magnate who rose 
with the setting sun.” A categorical 
denial is given to these statements. At an 
earlier period of his life Li P‘u-jun was 
obliged to make use of opium as a medicine, 
and owing to enfeebled health, he may 
occasionally have been a little late in his 
attendance at the bi-monthly ceremonies, 
but nothing of the kind has occurred during 
his tenure of his present post. The 
Governor considers that the irregularity 
which the magistrate committed in making 
use of unstamped warrants should be 
visited with punishment, and he accordingly 
asks that he should be handed over to the 
Board for the award of a penalty.—Ap- 
proved by Rescript. 


10th September. 
DEATH OF THE GRAND SECRETARY. 


In a Decree issued to-day the Emperor 
laments the death of the venerable Pao- 
yiin, the Grand Secretary who went out of 
office with Prince Kung. The deceased, 
who played a prominent part in Chinese 
history for nearly thirty years, began his 
official career as a Secretary in one of the 
Boards. After gradually rising through 
the successive stages of a Metropolitan 
career, he became a member of the Grand 
Council, had a seat in the Tsungli Yamén, 
was President of the Hanlin and had com- 
mand of the Peking Field Force. For 
some years past he has been living in 
retirement in Peking, and the Emperor had 
hopes that his years, already so advanced, 
might be prolonged to a full hundred. 
The news of his death has caused His 
Majesty the depest sorrow. A Prince, 
accompanied by ten members of the Impe- 
rial Body Guard, is to perform oblations 
before his remains, and he is to be accorded 
in death all the honours due to his high 
rank in life, including a tolo pall, a post- 
humous title, and a niche in the Temple 
of Worthies in Peking. 


A SUPPLEMENT TO THE SACRED EDICT. 


The Emperor states in a Decree which 
appears in to-day’s Gazette that having 
reverently perused a Treatise from the pen 
of his Great Ancestor, the Emperor Shun 
Chih, he found that the exhortations to 
good works which it inculcated were 
directly inspired from Heaven and were 
transmitted in such cogent, clear, and 
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exhaustive terms as to form a suitable 
instrument for reforming a degenerate 
world and leading it back into the paths of 
virtue. The original being composed in 
Manchu, the Translation Department was 
instructed to make a Chinese version which 
was to be printed inthe Wu-ying-tien. The 
work has now been completed and a copy 
of it has been sent to the high authorities 
of each province in the Empire with in- 
structions that it should be re-issued and 
supplied to all seminaries and seats of 
learning to be publicly read twice a month 
along with the Sacred Edict. Copies of 
the book have been presented to Li Hung- 
chang and a number of high officials in 
Peking. 
11th September. 
No papers of interest. 


12th September. 
APPOINTMENT. 
Msiieh Fu-ch‘éng, Director, Grand Court 
of Revision. 


SUICIDE OF A MILITARY COMMANDANT. 


The Acting Governor of Shantung reports 
the death by his own hand of Le Fu, Milit- 
ary Commandant of Téchow. It appears 
that in the 18th year of Kuang Hsii he 
recommended the degradation of Jui Ch‘un, 
an official writer under his jurisdiction, and 
as this recommendation was carried out 
Jui Ch‘un on several occasions was heard 
to say that he would have his revenge. Le 
Fu would*have taken steps against him 
long ago had not friends intervened and 
got Jui to draw up a document binding 
himself over to keep the peace. Not- 
withstanding this document, however, the 
yamén of the Commandant was constantly 
molested at night by people said to be 
employed by Jui Ch‘un, and in the 6th 
moon of the present year two men came 
forward who declared that the latter had 
endeavoured to induce them to make an 
attempt on Le Fu’s life. As a consequence 
Jui was imprisoned at Téchow pending an 
investigation into the whole matter. When 
the case came on for trial the evid- 
ence given was so contradictory that the 
oflicers presiding did not feel themselves 
empowered to deal with it, and asked that 
the Manchu Brigade General at Ch‘ing- 
chou be appointed to re-examine all the 
witnesses. While this request was being 
made news was received that Le Fu had on 
the 22nd of August shot himself, and that 
on the body was found a piece of red paper 
accusing Jui Ch‘un and two others of having 
entered into a secret plot to take away his 
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Memorialist recognises the great import- 
ance of thoroughly investigating this matter 
and has asked the Manchu Brigade-General 
to hold a searching enquiry into all the 
circumstances of the case with a view to 
clearly establishing what blame attaches to 
each of the parties concerned.—In such @ 
grave matter of the suicide of a high official 
Fu Jun will act in concert with Tekochine 
and they must sift the matter to the bottom. 
There must be no obscurity of any kind. 


13th September. 
FLOODS IN YUNNAN. 


T‘an Chiin-h‘ei reports that in the night 
of the 18th of June a heavy rainstorm 
caused the river to rise, with the result that 
the embankment gave way in the Hsiian- 
Wei district and about a thousand mow of 
land were submerged. This.land had just 
been planted with seedlings, which were 
buried underneath a layer of sand and 
gravel. 

On the 20th of May a destructive 
hailstorm created similar havoc in the 
Yungshan district in that it caused the 
mountain torrents to greatly increase in 
volume, and they, rushing onwards in their 
wild career carried everything before them. 

Memorialist has given orders that every- 
thing be done to alleviate the  suffer- 
ing caused by these floods, and has directed 
those concerned to see that steps are taken 
to clear the land and that preparations 
are made for the second harvest. 


No other documents of interest. 
14th September. 


DISTINCTION CONFERRED ON DECEASED 
OFFICIAL. 


Shén Ping-ch ‘éng, the Governorof Anhui, 
makes a request that a record of the life 
and deeds of Fang Jui-lan, late Department 
Magistrate of Ssuchow be preservedamongst 
the records of State. The reasons he gives 
for preferring such a request are the scru- 
pulous integrity of the late magistrate, his 
distinguished ability in the conduct of 
public affairs, and the careful attention he 
devoted to his official duties. In every- 
thing that concerned the welfare of the 
people he took the greatest interest and 
made it a special point to succour as far 
as lay in his power struggling scholars. 
After a short but brilliant career he died 
of overwork at his post, not leaving enough 
behind him to provide for his funeral 
expenses, but bequeathing to posterity a 
name which his people will not readily 
allow to be forgotten.—Request granted. 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 
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EMINENT SCHOLARSHIP. 


Lung Chan-lin, Literary Chancellor of 
Kiangsi, makes the following quotation 
from the ‘‘Hsiieh chang chiian shu” (Com- 
plete guide to Literary Chancellors): ‘In 
the first year of Yung Cheng an Imperial 
Decree was published pointing out that a 
due observation of the five cardinal relations 
of mankind and the necessity of setting a 
good example to others were matters which 
specially concerned high literary officers. 
The decree went on to say that they must 
cultivate a spirit of thorough integrity in all 
their actions as well as devote their time 
to the perfecting of a polished literary style. 
Should they concentrate their energies on 
the pursuit of the latter and neglect the 
former they would not be fulfilling their 
duty. It is incumbent on them to call the 
attention of the public to all cases of 
fidelity, filial piety, chastity or moral worth 
generally ; to ofter sacrifices to the memories 
of the saints and heroes of olden days ; 
to bring to light all hidden talent and to 
diligently search for celebrated relics or 
hidden manuscripts.” Memorialist proceeds 
‘to state that since his arrival at his post he 
has made it his duty to prosecute such 
enquiries as are mentioned above, and has 
now the honour to report that the District 
Magistrate of Lungnan has brought to his 
notice the case of a chiijen in his jurisdic- 
tion named Huang Ying-chen, who devotes 
his life to study and pursues the path of 
moral virtue without turning aside to heed 
the passing pleasures of the day. From 
‘his early youth he applied himself heart and 
soul to the study of literature and ere long 
had mastered thoroughly the works of the 
‘Erh Shih’ (Chengtzu and Chutzu) after the 
perusal of which he instituted enquiries 
into the more complicated problems of 
existence. In all respects he strives to 
follow in the footsteps of the eminent sages 
of antiquity, and has built himself a retired 
apartment in the midst of a lotus pond 
where he daily discourses with his disciples. 
The principle or which he lays greatest 


stress is charity (f£), and to have no 
desires is the state most to be sought after. 


Thousands of scholars flock yearly to 
receive his instruction and of the fees with 
which they present him one half goes to 
the poor. Nothing in his house is of a 
lasting nature and a complaint of his 
poverty never passes his lips. He serves 
his mother with true filial devotion and 
his demeanour towards his neighbours is 
characterised by friendliness and warmth 
of affection. He seeks no notoriety and 
never enters the yaméu except on official 
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business. A word from him will settle any 
dispute in the village and the influence he 
imparts makes itself felt everywhere. 

That these reports are in accordance 
with fact memorialist duly discovered when 
on his last tour in that district, where what 
he heard with his own ears confirmed 
the above statements in every particular. 
Learning of such depth and conduct of 
so exalted a nature are in truth rarely 
found amongst men, and memorialist would 
venture to bring them to the notice of the 
throne in the hopes that some recognition 
thereof be made.—The rank of Director, 


class five, (Fy Os) is hereby conferred 
on Huang Ying-chen. 

15th September. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 


Shao Yu-lien, the new Governor of 
Formosa, and Shen Chin-hsiang, Provincial 
Treasurer, Kansu, were received in audi- 
ence. 

GRAIN TRANSPORT, 


Some time ago (4th August) Chang Yao 
presented amemorialsuggesting that the wei- 
yuan in charge of the empty grain junks on 
their return journey through Shantung 
should undertake to do all that was neces- 
sary to facilitate their progress in the way 
of deepening the channel. This proposal 
was agreed to in Peking but having been 
communicated to Liu K‘un-yi and Kang 
I, these two officers put forward what from 
their point of view are most serious 
objections to such a course of procedure. 
Their first objection is that the wet 
ytan in charge would have almost insu- 
perable difficulties to contend with were 
the task of clearing the channel to devolve 
on him, and that in consequence the junks 
would very likely arrive too late to load the 
new season’s rice. The crews of the boats 
would most likely create disturbances were 
they to be delayed for any length of 
time in the Canal, the weiyiian would be 
a stranger in a strange land and would 
not know where to lay his hands on the 
necessary labourers. Such labour as he 
would be able to obtain would have to 
be paid for by him at a much higher rate 
than the local officials would pay, and the 
work done would be sure to be scamped. 
The plan is in every respect most imprac- 
ticable and memorialists would strongly 
urge that the former regulations, whereby 
the local officials in Shantung had to keep 
the canal in repair for so far as it lay with- 
in their boundaries, be adhered to.—Let 
memorialists communicate with Hsti Chen-t 
and Fujun and request them to abide by the 
old regulations. 
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16th September. 
COURIER SERVICE. 


K‘uei Pin and Yung Té, Lieutenant- 
General and Deputy Lieut.-General of 
Chahar, present a joint memorial on the 
subject of the courier service in Mongolia. 


In a postscript to his memorial last month 
impeaching Tokotuan, late Military Go- 
vernor of Uliassu‘tai, Kuei Pin pointed out 
the pressing need of doing something to 
reform this service, and as a consequence 
an Imperial Decree was issued directing 
him to thoroughly investigate the matter 
and make a report thereon. 


On the Altai post-road within memo- 
rialist’s jurisdiction there are forty-four 
stages which form the highway along 
which all traffic to Uliasutai and Outer 
Mongolia is carried on. All officials 
large and small, all officers on transfer, 
and all Government despatches have to 
make use thereof so that the original 
demands made thereon are by no means 
slight, and to these have of late been added 
extra service in connection with the raising 
of a Field Force in Kurun. In the be- 
ginning by making an effort it was still 
possible to carry on the service but of late 
there has been a marked deterioration. 
The camels and ponies are driven off 
their legs and have no time given them in 
which to recuperate. The human employés 
are tired out with overwork and the vexa- 
tious tyranny to which they are subjected. 
A careful examination into the matter shows 
that there are two causes lying at the root 
of this unsatisfactory state of things, one 
of which is the demands made by those 
who use the postroads over and above what 
they are properly entitled to claim, and the 
other is a failure on the part ef the Mongo- 
lian tribesmen to furnish the necessary 
quota of animals. 


The latter difficulty will be dealt with 
separately, but there still remains the 
greatest evil of all, the illegal exactions 
made by those who travel along the road ; 
and this evil is one which calls most loudly 
for redress. 


In the regulations of the Colonial Office 
for the control of the postroads the number 
of horses and sheep to be furnished to each 
official is clearly defined according to a fixed 
scale, and these numbers are moreover 
inserted on every posting order issued by 
the Board of War. It has however been a 
custom for the last ten years, which has 
almost come to have the force of law, that 
each Military Governor on proceeding to 
his post has soldiers sent down to meet 
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him at Peking and whenever he goes out-- 
side the wall to have an order issued to him. 
by memorialist’s office stating to how 
many horses and sheep he is entitled. 
Notwithstanding such an order they still 
make a point of demanding as many camels. 
and horses as they see fit, and insist also. 
on receiving a money payment in lieu of 
the number of sheep. Their servants more- 
over carry with them merchandise of all 
sorts and allow outsiders to attach them- 
selves to their train. Even should it hap- 
pen that there are high officials mindful 
of their high position and with thoughts. 
above such dealing, still the soldiers 
they carry with them having travelled 


to and fro on the road an untold num-— 


ber of times have reduced their system 
of abuses to a science and it is almost 
impossible to overcome their evil ways. 
Officers too, on transfer from Peking to 
frontier regiments, presuming on the simple 
good-natured disposition of the Mongols 
are in the habit of using the whip pretty 
freely whenever the slightest resistance 
to their obnoxious claims is attempted. 
Small wonder that the courier service is in 
such an unsatisfactory state and the condi- 
tion of the Mongols one of extreme misery. 
It is curious to note that demands made- 
by officers on their return from their posts. 
are even more exorbitant than those made- 
when they set out. But after all the number 
of high officials travelling to and fro through-- 
out the year is not very large and transfersof 
officers are not of very frequent occurence. 
It is the petty service between Uliassut‘ai, 
K‘obdo and Kurun which presses most 
severely on the post stations. Officers and 
underlings alike regard the postroad asa 
means of making money. Several wet-. 
ytans are sent to purchase stationery ; one 
man goes to draw money ; another follows. 
to hunt him up; some have no special 
business at all but when asked give the 
invariable reply that they are travellirig 
on the public service. It is not only the 
forty-four stages under memorialist’s con- 
trol that suffer in this way ; there are the 
stages in Uliassut‘ai, K‘obdo, Kurun, Sui- 
yiianch‘eng, the Northwest road, etc., all 
of which are equally groaning under the- 
heavy burdens with which they are taxed.. 
It will be remembered that during the 
campaign in the Northwest when the 
strain became too severe those at the 
various stages all fled, and an expenditure of. 
over Tls. 10,000 was necessary before they 
could be induced to return. It would be 
well therefore to bear in mind the lesson 
then received and to take such steps as 
will prevent the breaking down of the: 
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machine ata critical juncture when its 
services are most required. 

Memorialists accordingly submit a me- 
morandum containing eight suggestions 
which they have drawn up after mature 
deliberation on the whole matter, and would 
request that the Boards of Works and War 
together with the MongolianSuperintenden- 
cy be directed to revise the same and issue 
the needful orders to all concerned. This 
is a matter of the greatest moment, in which 
even a day’s delay is of serious importance. 
—Let the Yamén concerned consider this 
memorandum without loss of tine and muke 
a report thereon. 


17th September. 
CARELESSNESS ON THE PART OF OFFICIALS. 


(1) Kang I reports that according to in- 
formation received from the acting district 
magistrate of Yench‘eng five shops in the 
neighbourhood of Shakou were broken into 
and robbed on the night of the 13th of 
June. The magistrate gave orders to his 
subordinates to have the culprits arrested, 
and in the meantime, as an employé of one 
of the shops had died from wounds received 
while attempting to resist the robbers, the 
owners of the shops came and laid a joint 
complaint at memorialist’s yamén. 

Memorialist considers that robbery with 
violence is one of the greatest evils that 
can befall a district, and he has ever im- 
pressed on those concerned the necessity 
of keeping up the trainband system and 
looking after the pulice. The carelessness 
shown by the magistrate in that it was 
possible for robbery on such a large scale 
to take place within his district cannot be 
tolerated for an instant, and memorialist 
would request that he be deprived of his 
button and his case handed to the Board 
of Punishments to decide what penalty 
shall be inflicted. 

(2) The Literary Chancellor of Hupeh 
asks that the Board of Punishments be 


directed to decide what penalty shall be. 


inflicted on him for having by 2n oversight 
written Tean Fu instead of Anlu Fu in a 
list. of graduates enclosed in a memorial to 
the Throne. 
18th September. 
APPOINTMENT. 


T‘sao Cheng-hsing, General, Ch‘uchou 
Brigade (Chékiang). 


ATTACK ON A MAGISTRATE’S YAMEN. 


Information was received by Chang Hsii, 
Governor of Hunan, that the yamén of the 
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District Magistrate at Hsiip‘u had been set 


on fire by a band of lawless characters who 
likewise opened the prison doors and releas- 
ed the prisoners. 

As he was greatly afraid that owing to the 
fact that the city had no walls the residents 
would be molested and some great calamity 
take place, he at once ordered Liu Fu-hsing, 
the Brigade-General in charge of the three 
camps at I-an, to proceed in person with 
soldiers to the spot and repress any dis- 
turbances. 

Shortly afterwards a report was received 
from Wen Kuang-chien, the District Magis- 
trate, stating that in the 6th moon of the 
present year, Yen Yu-ch’uan. head of the 
trainbands at Ch’iaochi.ng, had arrested 
Yen Ssu-shun and three others, members 
of a confederated band of evil-doers, and 
had sent them to the Magistracy for trial. 
While their case was in process of investi- 
gation it came to pass that at about 
midnight on the 23rd of July a band of 
evil-doers several hundred strong crowd- 
ed into the yamén and, notwithstanding 
the resistance offered by himself and 
his subordinates, forced their way in and 
set fire to the buildings, breaking open the 
prison doors and releasing the prisoners. 
Li Huan-wen, a head of the trainbands and 
ten or more runners were killed in the 
encounter. Tien Hsing-yiian, lieutenant in 
charge of the troops attached to the 
magistracy, was severely wounded. When 
the scoundrels took their departure at day- 
break he and his subordinates succeeded in 
extinguishing the flames. Liu Fu-hsing's 
report confirmed the magistrate’s statement. 
On receipt of this information memorialist 
issued instructions to the troops in the 
adjoining districts to be on the look out 
for any fugitives from Hsiip‘u and directed 
the Provincial Judge to appoint a deputy 
to investigate the matter thoroughly. The 
officer selected for this duty found that 
what the magistrate had stated was sub- 
stantially true, that thirty-one chien of the 
yamén had been burnt down but that the 
official seal and archives had remained un- 
harmed and the townspeople had not been 
interfered with. Six of the prisoners out of 
the seven released voluntarily surrendered 
themselves into the hands of the authori- 
ties, but the seventh is still at large. The 
detachments of troops sent out to scour the 
country succeeded in capturing some twelve 
men whose complicity in the affair was 
clearly established. In order to prevent 
delay or the possibility of any escape these 
men were after conviction summarily 
executed. Heavy rewards have been offered 
for the capture of the remainder of the 
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gang and the magistrate has been granted 
a period of one month within which to 
effect their arrest. 


19th September. 
LAND REGISTRATION IN CHIHLI. 


The Viceroy of Chihli submits a memo- 
rial reporting the steps which had been 
taken in connection with the registration 
of property belonging to the Banner organi- 
sation, and of unoccupied land in general 
throughout the province. He remarks 
that the amount of land in the hands of 
official or private persons which has been 
allowed to go out of cultivation, and conse- 
quently pay. no land tax, is inconsiderable, 
but that there is a very large area of what 
is known as lao ch‘iian ti, which through 
lapse of time has been so neglected as to 


escape payment of either rent or tax. A: 


worse case still is the property originally 
held by the members .of the Banner force. 
The Manchus in many instances effected 
secret sales of this to Chinese, and the latter 
have cultivated it for so many years that it is 
now impossible to discover thecircumstances 
under which it came into their possession. 
After the withdrawal on two occasions of 
the restrictions against the sale of land by 
Manchus to Chinese, orders have been 
frequently issued for having land of this 
kind duly registered, but the malpractices 
of the government underlings have hitherto 
prevented much progress in this direction. 
Of late years a class of local harpies has 
arisen who prey upon the neighbouring 
farmers by levying blackmail upon the 
cultivators of this kind of land, the abuses 
connected with which are well known to 
the Board of Revenue. Four years ago 
a measure was introduced framing new 
rules for the levy of rent and land- 
tax in the province, and it was then 
stated that unless a policy was adopt- 
ed in accordance with the actual cir- 
cumstances of the case, several thousands 
of ch‘ing of public and private land in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, would yield 
no revenue either in the shape of rent or 
tax. This proposai, having received the 
Imperial sanction, was enforced from the 
beginning of the 5th moon of the 15th 
year of the present reign. A few months 
later a Decree was issued forbidding the 
alienation of all land held by Imperial 
clansmen and Bannermen, 
quired by purchase or by allotment at the 
time of the conquest of China by the 
Manchus. At the same time, Chinese 
who had bought land from Manchu owners 
previous to the issue of this decree were 
allowed a limit of six months within which 
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‘they were to have the property registered 


in their own names and receive title 
deeds from the Buard of Revenue. These 
instructions, the Viceroy remarks, while 
duly safeguarding the foundation on which 
the dynasty is based, showed a sympathetic 
interest in the welfare of the rural pro- 
prietor, and commanded the respectful’ 
admiration of all classes in the community.:- 
The limit of time was subsequently extended 
to eighteen months, so as to enable ‘a’ 
thorough investigation being made inthe 
interests of the public revenue, and this 
period having now expired, the Viceroy 
submits a statement of what: has been done’ 
in the matter. From the beginning of the 
5th moon of the 15th year of Kuang Hsii 
to the end of that year, altogether over 
3,000 ch‘ing of ground were registered, 
and during the following eighteen months 
eriding with the fifth moon of the prée- 
sent year the area added to’ the land’ 
register rose to a total of 4,390 ch‘ing’ 
liable to a taxation of Tis. 16,488. ‘The: 
comparative smallness of the amount” 
registered during thé latter of the above’ 
periods is attributed to the inundations’ 
from which the province suffered last year. 
In consideration of the difficulties attending 
registration under such circumstances, the 
Viceroy suggests that all property which is’ 
clearly shown to have passed from Manchu 
into Chinese hands before the date of the 
last prohibition on the subject shall con- 
tinue to be enrolled in the land register, 
wherever it is proved that there was good 
cause for its not having been reported 
earlier. He concludes by recommending 
that the officials who conducted the work 
of registration should be rewarded, but the 
proposal is disapproved by the Emperor on 
the ground that it fell within their province 
as district officers. 


20th September. 


COLLECTION OF OCTROI DUTIES AT THE HA-TA 
M6N IN PEKING. : 


The outgoing superintendents of Customs 
at the Ha-ta-mén collectorate report the 
amount of duties received during their year 
of office which terminated on the 2nd of the 
8th moon of the present year. The total col- 
lection reached the sum of Tis. 160,715.1.4.2. 
Of this amount Tls. 102,187.5.6.2 repre- 
sented the ordinary assessment, the re- 
mainder, Tls. 58,527.5.8 falling short of 
the amount that ought to be collected under 
the head of surplus receipts by no less a 
sum than Tls. 154,249.3.3. The deficit 
which has taken place in this latter estimate 
is larger this year than usual, and an expla- 
nation is found in the distress with which 
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the province was visited last year. Cart 
traffic was for some time rendered almost 
impossible by the floods, and the movement 
of merchandise was consequently greatly 
impeded. Another source of revenue was 
cut off by the stoppage of the distilleries 
owing to the great scarcity of grain, and 
the fluctuation in the price of silver had a 
very bad effect upon the trade of the 
metropolis. Under the present regulations 
all questions connected with short returns 
of revenue are referred to the consideration 
of the Board of Revenue, and this is the 
course which has been pursued in the 
present instance. 


21st September. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Ying-jui is gazetted Superintendent of 
the Imperial Factory at Hangchow, and 
the similar appvintment at Nanking has 
been conferred upon Wén-hsii. Ko-mén- 
t‘ai has been promoted to the post of 
Deputy Commissioner of the office of Trans- 
mission. 

22nd September. 
GREAT BLOCK IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE IN 
HONAN. 


Ten years ago the Governor of Honan 
asked that no expectant officials should be 
sent to the province for a period of two 
years in order to relieve the great stagna- 
tion which prevailed in the lower ranks of 
the civil service. The present Governor 
states that immediately after the expira- 
tion of the above period crowds of expectant 
officers again began to pour into the pro- 
vince, the evil having been greatly inten- 
sified by the renewal of the system of 
purchasing office. At the present moment 
there are 60 expectant candidates for the 

osts of Taotai, Prefect, and Senior 

agistrate, over 70 for those of Sub- 
Prefect, and assistant Sub-Prefect, more 
than 300 aspiring to be Department and 
District Magistrates, and 1,020 waiting for 
minor appointments in the civil service. 
The stream of arrivals continues month 
after month and utter congestion is the 
natural result. Considerable retrenchment 
is being carried out in the provincial ad- 
ministration, and the great majority of these 
expectants have little prospect of temporary 
and much less of permanent employment. 
A process of weeding out the less meritorious 
could not fail to be attended with invidious 
consequences, and all the memorialist can 
suggest is that the measure introduced by 
his predecessor should be re-enfvrced for a 
further term of two years. This will, he 
hopes, work off to some extent the present 
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redundant supply of official aspirants, and 
being applicable only to Honan, will not 
materially interfere with the funds raised 
for coast defence purposes from the sale of 
office.—Referred to the consideration «f the 
Board of Civil Office. 

SERICULTURE IN KUANGSI. 


Last year the Governor of Kuangsi 
reported the efforts he was making to 
introduce the cultivation of the mulberry 
and the rearing of the silkworm into the 
province. Weaving establishments have 
been erected at Kueilin Fu and Wuchow Fu 
and the industry is being taken up ina large 
number of other districts by the gentry 
and people who have subscribed capital for 
carrying on the enterprise. Kuangsi being, 
however, naturally a poor province, the 
question of funds becomes one of great 
difficulty. A graduate, named Chang 
Shan-chi, a native of Ch‘iianchou, has 
subscribed Tls. 1,000 for the purpose, and 
as an encouragement to others to follow 
his example, he has received permission to 
erect a memorial arch bearing an inscription 
eulogising the generosity of his parents by 
whose precepts the donation was originally 
inspired, 

23rd September. 
SETTLEMENT OF MISSIONARY QUESTIONS IN 
KIANGSU. 


H.E. the Southern Superintendent of 
Trade, Liu K‘un-yi, and the Governor of 
Kiangsu, Kang Yi, submit a memorial in 
which they report the action that has been 
taken for the settlement of the various 
missionary cases which have occurred in 
the Prefecture of Chinkiang and in other 
departments of the province of Kiangsu. 
During the fourth moon of the present 
year, in consequence of the dissemination 
of lying rumours, the missionary premises 
at Wuhu were burnt down, and then 
followed in close succession the burning 
and destruction of missionary property 
at Tanyang, Chinkuei, Wusieh, Yanghu, 
Kiangyin and Jukao. Officers were 
deputed to hold an investigation, and 
although the facts elicited showed that the 
rioting was more serious in some places 
than in others, the leading feature every- 
where was the fabrication of baseless ru- 
mours by scoundrels lurking in conceal- 
ment, who incited the populace to riotous. 
proceedings, their object being to take 
advantage of the occasion to commit in- 
cendiarism and pillage and so cause a 
catastrophe of the gravest-moment. In the 
various other districts of the province false 
rumours were subsequently widely circu- 
lated and anonymous placards made their 
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appearance. The memorialists beg to 
observe that foreign missionaries, in estab- 
lishing churches in China for the pro- 
pagation of their faith, are acting within 
their Treaty rights, and that in carrying 
on at the same time foundling institutions 
and charity schools, they are doing 
nothing but evincing their devoted philan- 
thropy. If scoundrels who have the audacity 
gratuitously to fabricate false rumours and 
spread trouble in. such a reckless manner 
are not arrested and sharply dealt with as 
a means of allaying the popular suspicion, 
not only will harmony fail to be maintained 
between the ordinary people and the 
adherents of.:the foreign doctrines, but 
great harm will befal.the country. On 
receiving the ‘reports of what had hap- 
pened,. the memorialists caused _ strin- 
gent instructions to be issued to all their 
subordinate . authorities impressing upon 
them the absolute necessity of using their 
most earnest endeavours to protect the 
missionary establishments within their res- 
pective jurisdictions, and at the same time 
directing them to arrest and punish severely 
according. to law all criminal characters 
found circulating false rumours or causing 
disturbance. The Viceroy issued several 
proclamations -inculcating earnest advice, 
and ordered his subordinates everywhere 
to summon together the local gentry and 
ask them to impress upon the people in their 
respective districts’ the necessity of main- 
taining a prudent attitude, and of not, on 
any account, creating a feeling of groundless 
alarm by lightly giving ear to false rumours. 
The various district officers concerned are 
assuredly deserving of punishment for their 
failure to take adequate precautions before- 
hand. The troubles in the Soochow district 
began with the Tanyang riot and the 
Magistrate, Ch‘a Wén-ch‘ing, has accord- 
ingly been denounced and cashiered. The 
acting Magistrate of Wusieh, Liu Shu-jén, 
the acting Magistrate of Kiangyin, Sun 
Yi-shén, the Magistrate of Yanghu, Yeh- 
huai-shan, aud T‘angyo, the Magistrate of 
Chinkuei, have all: been deprived of their 
buttons. Mo Ping-ch‘i, the officer tem- 
porarily in charge of the Jukao district, 
who had only been. three days at his 
post, has had a mark of disapproval 
placed against his name, and the res- 
ponsible military authorities have been 
stripped of their buttons by way of 
warning and punishment. On the receipt 
of the Imperial Edict of the 13th June, 
the memorialists again issued proclamations 
in clear and explicit language for general 
information. The doings of these ruffians 
who manufacture false rumours for the 
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purpose of creating trouble are so secret 
and mysterious, and their movements so 
perplexingly uncertain that their appre- 
hénsion becomes a. matter of considerable . 
difficulty. The Viceroy has again sent 
secret agents in all directions to make in- 
quiries, and has ordered the district officers 
to exercise surveillance over the tithing 
system, with the result that peace and quiet 
have prevailed during the past few months. 
The memorialists venture to think 
that the first essential in the way of 
remedial measures is that a good under- . 
standing should be effected between the 
ordinary people and the adherents of the 
foreign creed. In arresting and dealing 
with the offenders, it is absolutely neces- 
sary, in order to satisfy public opinion and — 
to restore harmony between the Christian 
and non-Christian portions of the popula- 
tion, that the really guilty should be! 
punished and that the punishment should ° 
be commensurate with the offence. From 
the successive reports received from’ the ' 


various district officers’ it appeared that’ - 


all the criminals who had been arrested’ 
were found on examination to have 
been merely sympathisers present at the 
occurrence. The district officials were 
consequently ordered to act in concert with 
the deputies appointed for the purpose in. 
having them again rigorously examined 
under torture, but without shaking their 
previous testimony. They have now been 
sentenced, according to their respective — 
degrees of guilt and under the severest 
clause of the law applicable in each case, 
to various forms of banishment in the 
chin, liu, and t'« grades, or to bambooing. 
To wait until the value of the property 
destroyed and lost could be recovered from 
the culprits could not fail to entail an 
unreasonable delay and would not prove . 
comforting to the missionaries. The 
Taotai at Chinkiang, Huang Tsu-lo, was - 
accordingly directed to call upon the 
authorities concerned to provide the re- 
quisite funds and to arrive at a settlement of 


their respectiveclaims with the Missionaries. _ 


The Tavtais and Prefects responsible in the 
matter again received stringent instructions — 
directing them to enjoin upon all their | 
subordinates the necessity of securing with- 
out fail the apprehension and punishment 


of the principal offenders so that the earnest - 


desire of the Imperial Court to cultivate 
friendly relations with other Powers and 
to maintain peace and good order within 
its own territory may be duly fulfilled. 
The memorialists have kept the Tsungli 
Yamén informed of the steps they 
have taken in the matter, and they now 
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beg to submit to the sacred glance this 
account of the settlement of the missionary 
questions in Kiangsu and to solicit His 
Majesty’s commands on the subject.— 
Rescript: Let active measures be taken for 
arresting the criminals who made their escape. 
They must positively be apprehended and 
pushed. The Yamén concerned is to tuke 
note. 


24th September. 


REMITTANCES TO YUNNAN FOR WORKING 
7 COPPER MINES. 


T‘ang Chiung, the Director of the Yiin- 
nan copper mines, submits a memorial in 
which he acknowledges the receipt of vari- 
ous sums from a number of provinces to 
provide the capital expenses of procuring 
the requisite supply of copper for mining 
purposes, and takes exception, in some 
cases, to the amounts forwarded as not in- 
cluding the cost of remitting the money, 
which amounts to a very considerable 
figure. For instance, the. provinces of 
Kiangsi and Chékiang were called upon to 
provide Tls. 80,000 as mining capital during 
the 13th year of Kuang Hsii, and during 
the 15th year of the present reign the sum 
required for the same purpose from Kiangsi, 
Chékiang, Fukien, Kuangtung, Hupeh, and 
Kiangsu amounted to Tls. 1,000,000. This 
included, however, an item of Tls. 11,900 
representing the charge for remittance 
which ought to have been exclusive of the 
above amount. Ten years ago the sanction 
of the Throne was obtained for an arrange- 
ment by which the cost of remitting mining 
capital to Yiinnan was to be defrayed by 
the provincial or customs authorities con- 
cerned. In the present instance, Kiangsi 
is the only province which attended to 
these instructions. Fukien paid the cost 
of forwarding its assessment as far as 
Shanghai and left the remainder to be 
charged to Yiinnan. All the other provinces 
mentioned paid nothing whatever under 
this head, and as Yiinnan has no means of 
supplying the deficit which this will cause 
in the public account, the memorialist asks 
that the provincial authorities may be called 
upon to make good the amounts which they 
ought to have forwarded in the first instance 
to cover the charge for remitting their 
respective assessments.—Rescript : Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 


25th September. 
SIRANGE INCIDENT IN THE EXAMINATION 
HALL IN PEKING. 
One of the Examiners reports a some- 
what mysterious incident which occurred. 
during the recent examinations at Peking, 
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One of the inspecting censors picked up 
near the Central Watch Tower in the 
enclosure an essay case which, on being 
opened, was found to contain a petition 
and sume other documents. The petition 
purported to be from one Yang Yiieh-shan, 
a graduate of the Tach‘éng district, who 
stated that he had come to Peking to be 
examined, but had been refused permission 
to proceed to the preliminary examination 
owing to his having omitted to attend the 
sui k‘ao. Living with him in the same 
quarters was another graduate named Sun 
Hsiio-wén, who fell ill after the first bout 
of the examination for the degree and 
asked him to enter the Hall on the 
following days and complete his papers 
for him. This the petitioner did and 
succeeded in personating his friend until 
the close of the examination. As proof 
of his statement, he submitted copies 
of two compositions of his own as also a 
copy of the preliminary test. The memo- 
rialist was greatly astonished at this dis- 
closure and immediately issued orders for 
the arrest of the petitioner, but it was 
found that he had already received his tally 
slip and left the Hall. Sun Hsiio-wén’s 
essays have been kept back from the 
examination and it is asked that the 
Emperor should authorise the immediate 
arrest of both the graduates implicated in 
the affair in order that they may be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for a 
rigorous investigation.—Decree in the above 
sense already issued. 


26th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Li Han-chang has recounted in a memorial 
to Us the various distinguished services of 
Fang-yao, late Admiral of the Canton 
waters. It would appear that in the first 
years of the reign of Hsien Feng he hired 
braves and conducted with great success 
operations against the rebels throughout 
the provinces of the Liangkuang Kiangsi 
and Fukien. During the succeeding reign 
whilst acting as brigade-general at Chao- 
chou he was the first to introduce order 
into the district and was able to eftect 
many important reforms. When promoted 
to his late appointment he put down piracy 
with a strong hand and his sudden death 
at his post is deeply to be regretted. 

We hereby decree that honours on 
the most liberal scale that can be con- 
ferred on a brigade-general who has seen 
distinguished service are to be awarded 
to him and a record of his exploits is to be 
inscribed in the annals of State. When 
his son Fang P‘ing-chen shall come of age 
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the Board of War is directed to introduce 
him in audience. 


STRANGE CONDUCT OF 4 CHIHSIEN. 


Some time ago the prefect of Changté Fu 
reported that Lien Ying, district magis- 
trate for Linchang, although thoroughly 
conversant with and extremely attentive 
to public business, was suddenly seized 
with a fit of mental aberration and 
that it would be advisable to send some 
one to act temporarily for him. This re- 
quest was acceded to, when later on, a 
second report was received stating that 
Lien Ying’s conduct had become violent and 
had led him to inflict wounds on his wife 
which had a fatal effect. 

Memorialist considers that if Lien Ying 
was subject to fits of insanity it was clearly 
the duty of his family and his household 
to exercise sufficient contral over him and 
not to allow him to inflict fatal injuries on 
another person. It would seem as if there 
was something that had been kept back 
and memorialist has sent an expectant 
prefect to enquire into the matter. In 
the meantime he would request permission 
to degrade Lien Ying with a view to put- 
ting him on trial.—G@ranted. 


PIRACY IN CHEKIANG. 

T‘aichow, which lies along the coast 
of Chékiang and is backed by a range 
of hills, has always constituted a noted 
stronghold for lawless characters of all 
kinds, and it has ever been the special 
care of memorialist and his predecessors 
to issue stringent orders for their sup- 
pression. It would appear however that 
no matter how many are put to death 
there are always others to take their place 
and the number still at large is very con- 
siderable. During the 3rd moon of the 
present year they began to create disturb- 
ances in the conterminous districts of 
Huangyen and Usienchii in T‘aichow and 
Yungehia and Lech‘ing in Wenchow. 
Yang Ch‘i-chen, the brigade-general sta- 
tioned at Haimen under whose control the 
districts in question are placed, immediately 
proceeded in person with a considerable 
portion of his troops to maintain order. 
Mamien tujen, a ncted pirate of many years 
standing at once seized this opportunity of 
raising a band to harass the northern part 
of Taichow which had been temporarily 
denuded of troops. On learning this Yang 
despatched troops to check his move- 
ments, and these troops fell in with the 
pirates on the 18th of May defeating them 
entirely and driving them to their boats. 
In two or three days’ time Yang’s officers 
got together some warjunks and proceeded 
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in quest of the pirates. The latter who 
had several ships came out to meet them 
and for the space of four haurs kept up a 
hot fire until eventually they were boarded 
and utterly routed. Their leader was slain 
and two of their ships and a quantity of 
guns and ammunition captured. The 
corpse of the leader has been beheaded 
and the head will be exposed as a warning 
to others. 

Under ordinary circumstances, as the 
arrest and suppression of pirates is one of 


‘the regular duties of the civil and military 


officials, memorialist would hardly venture 
to ask that any special notice -be taken of 
services of this nature, but in the present 
instance those concerned appear to have 
conducted themselves so creditably that he 
feels constrained to ask for permission to 
be allowed to draw up alist recommending 
the more deserving for promotion.—Re- 
quest granted. 


27th September. 
No documents of interest. 


28th September. 
CHARGE OF ABDUCTION. 


The acting department magistrate of 
Chungking reports that some five years ago 
Chang Ch‘iian-sheng, a captain in the 
troops attached to the Governor-General’s 
command, adopted the daughter of a relative 
of his named Hsii but after keeping her 
for several months sent her back home. 
In the 8th moon of Kuang Hsii XV he again 
got the girl to go to his house and prevented 
her return. MHsii then lodged a complaint 
with the magistrate who called on Chang’s 
superior officers to compel him to restore 
the girl to her parents. Chang, however, 
delayed doing so and it now appears that 
he has secretly decampeds: Memorialist 
would accordingly request permission to at 
once degrade the officer in question in order 
that immediate steps may be taken to effect 
his arrest and put him on trial. 


29th September. 
REMITTANCES FROM SHANSI. 


Shansi has every year out of her land 
tax, miscellaneous customs and likin duties 
to remit in two instalments a sum of 
Tls. 100,000 to the Imperial Household 
there to be included in the sums placed on 
deposit. A further sum of Tls. 5,000 per 
month likewise payable out of the land 
tax has to be remitted as a contribution 
towards the fund for securing the capital _ 
and paying the troops; and finally out of 
the savings of the sums at the disposal of 
the Re-organisation Board Tis. 40,000 have 
to be remitted annually. The Governor 
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accordingly states that the provincial 
treasurer has appointed an expectant 
sub-prefect to convey to Peking the follow- 
ing sums: one-half of the annual payment 
to the Household Tls. 50,000, one-half 
year’s payments towards the fund for 
securing the capital, etc., Tls. 30,000, and 
Ts. 20,000 out of the savings effected by 
the Re-organisation Board. 


FLOODS IN YUNNAN. 


The Governor of Yiinnan points out that 
during the summer and autumn of last 
year as previously reported by him the 
districts of Kaoming and Nanning were 
visited with disastrous fleods and thata 
commission was appointed to consider the 
advisability of remitting taxes. The re- 
port of the commission has now been 
received and memorialist finds that the 
flooded parts of the Kaoming district are 
liable to contribute every autumn 166 tan 
of grain in addition to Tls. 199 of taxes. 
The figures for Nanning are 74 tan and 
Tls. 165. In consideration of the extreme 
distress prevailing in these districts memo- 
rialist would request that pity be taken on 
their straitened circumstances and that the 
whole of the above taxes in money and 
grain for the 16th year of Kuang Usii be 
remitted.—Granted. 


30th September. 
/” REQUEST.TO RETAIN THE TIENTSIN TAOTAI. 


Li Hung-chang points out thatthe present 
Intendaut of the ‘Tientsin Circuit, Hu Chi- 
fen, having been promoted to the post of 
Provincial Judge of Kuangsi, it is his duty 
to proceed to Peking and be received in 
audience ; but as Hu has not as yet settled 
the multifarious details of the Famine Relief 
Works and his successor, Chou Mao-chi, is 


at present in Fukien and some time must . 


elapse before the arrival of the latter, it 
would be inexpedient to suddenly place an 
inexperienced manin charge. Ever since the 
2nd year of Kuang sii, Hu Chii-fen has been 
employed in Chihliand in his administration 
of the various offices confided to him he has 
displayed extreme ability and evinced a 
tender regard for the people. His manner 
of dealing with river works has been 
eminently successful, and he has proved 
himself in every respect a most competent 
officer, and a most valuable assistant to 
memorialist. During the unprecedented 
floods that overwhelmed Tientsin last year 
his energy was indefatigable in distribut- 
ing relief, repairing dykes and adopting 
measures to protect the people. Although 
matters this year are not nearly so com- 
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plicated, still a good deal of work re- 
mains to be done in connection with the 
above mentioned distress, and memorialist 
would ask for permission to temporarily 
retain Hu Chii-fen at his post until his 
successor arrives, in order that he may 
finish up, as far as is possible to do so, the 
work on his hands still uncompleted.— 
Request granted. 


1st October. 
No documents of interest. 


2nd October. 
MEMORIAL SHRINE TO YANG YUEH-PIN. 


It will be remembered that when in 
August last year the late Governor-General 
of the Shenkan provinces departed this 
life, extraordinary honours were conferred 
on him by the Throne. Liu K’un-yi has 
now received a communication from Li 
Chéng-mou, Admiral-Commanding on the 
Yangtze, stating that it is proposed to erect 
by private subscription a memorial shrine 
in his honour at Tsaishih in Taipingfu, 
Anhui, and asking that memorialist would 
obtain the necessary permission, 

Memorialist would point out that in the 
first year of Hsien Féng, Yang, in conjunc- 
tion with Tséng Kuo-fan, was the man who 
in the teeth of extreme opposition and 
notwithstanding great difficulties laid the 
foundation of a naval force. After he had 
laid down his office as Governor-General 
of the Shenkan provinces he was appointed 
in the second year of the present reign to 
proceed with the late Péng Yii-lin on a tour 
of inspection along the Yangtze. The 
result of this inspection was the carrying 
out of important reforms, the abolition of 
many abuses and the establishment of the 
naval force on the Yangtze on a solid 
basis. His name is still remembered with 
gratitude by the people in these districts 
and memorialist would strongly support 
the Admiral’s application for permission to 
erect a shrine in his honour.—Request 
granted. 


8rd October. 


REED GROWTH IN THE GRAND CANAL 
DISTRICT. 

Sung Ch‘un furnishes the usual report 
on the reed growth within his jurisdiction. 
It appears that owing to early frost and 
lack of rain. the reeds have suffered so 
much that it will be difficult to make up 
the usual annual quantity, and the price at 
which they will sell will be lower than in 
former years. 
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SUICIDE OF A MILITARY OFFICER UNDER 
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES. 


The Deputy Lieutenant-General of the 
Manchu garrison at Ch’ingchou in Shan- 
tung reports the suicide under mysterious 
circumstances of Lo-fu, the Military Com- 
mandant of the town of Téchou. A few 
months ago the late Governor of Shantung 
wrote to the memorialist stating that he 
had received a petition from the deceased, 
relative to an attempt which he believed 
would be made upon his life by certain 
soldiers in the Manchu encampment, one 
of whom was represented to be an adept 
in the practice of witchcraft. Acting upon 
the Governor’s advice, the memorialist 
deputed an officer of the garrison to join 
the magistrate of the district in investi- 
gating the matter. The evidence proved 
to be of a most conflicting nature and an 
application was made for having the case 
heard by the higher Court. Before, how- 
ever, this could be entertained intelligence 
was received that Lo-fu had shot himself, 
no cause for the act being assigned. The 
magistrate who held an inquest upon the 
body found the mouth and eyes closed, the 
teeth firmly set, the left hand half open, 
and the right grasping a gun. There were 
wounds measuring about an inch in circum- 
ference in the breast and the pit of the 
stomach, from which clotted blood and 
discoloured matter were oozing out. At- 
tached to his girdle there was a strip of red 
paper on which there was some writing, 
charging three men by name with having 
entered into a secret conspiracy to take 
his life. The memorialist does not think 
that the deceased was a man who would 
venture upon such a rash act without some 
cause and he intimates his intention of 
having the matter sifted to the bottom. 


SUBSCRIPTION TO FAMINE RELIEF, 


The Viceroy of the Shénkan provinces 
refers to an Imperial Decree, which he 
had the honour to receive some time ago, 
ordering him to appoint a Committee to 
raise subscriptions for the relief of the dis- 
tress prevailing in the province of Chihli. 
He has already reported the sums sub- 
scribed by General Lei Chéng-kuan and 
others and he now announces a donation 
of Tls. 500 from the Literary Chancellor 
of Kansu, who being a native of Chihli 
disclaims any intention of seeking for a 
reward. As, however, there are several 
precedents for bringing generosity of this 
kind to the notice of the Throne, the me- 
morialist ventures to suggest that some 
token of appreciation of his conduct should 
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be conferred upon the donor.—Referred to 
the considerution of the Board of Revenue. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF A 
MILITARY OFFICER. 


The Viceroy at Nanking submits an 
application for permission to retain the 
services of Liu Chan-ch’un, a Kiangsi man 
who was formerly Brigadier General at 
Tingchou in Fukien. During the eight 
years which he spent in Fukien General 
Liu, who combines great courage with 
much experience of military affairs, main- 
tained excellent discipline in the army and 
directed coast defence measures with 
energy and skill. Shortly after his arrival 
at Nanking the memorialist sent for the 
General to take charge of the defensive 
preparations which are being made on the 
Yangtze and along the coast, and he has 
found his services so efticient that he 
now formally applies for permission to 
retain him.—Granted by rescript. 


4th October. 


DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LATE TAOTAI 
AT WENCHOW. 


The Governor of Chékiang mentions that 
nearly a year ago the Taotai at Wénchow, 
Yiian Fen-chih, received a communication 
for the Board of Civil Office to enable him 
to be presented at Court and that up to 
the present time nothing has been heard 
of his having put in an appearance at 
Peking. The acting appointment is being 
held by an officer named Li Kuang-chiu, 
but as the Taotai at Wénchow is also 
Superintendent of Customs, it is important 
that the proper occupant of the post should 
return without delay. Yiian is a native of 
Shantung and the memorialist suggests 
that the authorities of that province should 
be directed to ascertain his whereabouts.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Civil Offire 
institute inquiries. 


REINSTATEMENT OF A MAGISTRATE, 


The new Governor of Shantung states 
that his predecessor sent a magistrate 
named Chéng Tsu-chieh back to his native 
place under the impression that the man’s 
behaviour and conversation indicated a 
taint of insanity. Last year the Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture wrote and 
informed Chang-yao that Chéng Tsu-chieh, 
who is a native of the Ta-hsing district, 
had long been troubled with a constitutional 
weakness, but that since his return to his 
home he had obtained a prescription 
which effected a complete cure of his 
ailment. When he came back to Shan- 
tung he was placed under the surveillance 


Ocr. 4—6.] 


137 





of the memorialist who, having questioned 
him as to his old complaint, and his pre- 
vious services in the province, found him 
highly intelligent and in full possession of 
his faculties. It is, therefore, suggested 
that he should be retained in Shantung 
and employed in any capacity which may 
be deemed expedient.—Approved by Re- 
script. 
MALPRACTICES CONNECTED WITH THE 
MILITARY PROFESSION. 


Chou Ta-wu, the Commander-in-Chief 
of Kansu, adverts to a system which pre- 
vails toa very serious extent of military 
officers forging commissions and obtaining 
employment in provinces where theirantece- 
dents are not accurately known. He himself 
conducted a long series of campaigns during 
the late reign and had occasion to issue a 
large number of commissions of which no 
accurate returns were sent tu Peking during 
those troublous times. It has come to his 
knowledge that many of these documents 
have got into the hands of people who are 


not entitled to make any use of them and | 


that forged seals and forged documents 
purporting to have been issued by him are 
continually being presented as a means of 
obtaining military employment. Jn nota 
few instances that have come under his no- 
tice the original holders havelong been dead, 
and their relations have either made use 
of the papers themselves or have sold them 
to others. An inquiry sometimes shows 
that the actual holder could not have been 
more than ten years af age when he perform- 
ed the feats for which the certificate wasissu- 
ed. To put an end to such flagrant abuses 
the memorialist has drawn up a code of rules 
by which he asks that all applications of 
the kind referred to should be tested in 
future.—Rescript: Let Chow Ta-wu write 
to the high civil and military authorities in 
al! the provinces desiring them to institute 
careful inquiries on the subject. 


5th October, 


BRIGANDAGE IN THE PROVINCE OF 
KUANGTUNG. 


The Viceroy at Canton forwards a report 
on the working of the system recently 
adopted for dealing with brigandage in the 
neighbourhood of Canton. 

It -will be remembered that about two 
years ago the detective work in the Namhoi 
district was given over entirely to Admiral 
Fang-yao, who undertook to remodel the 
whole organisation connected with the 
preventive service. Shortly after this 
arrangement received the Imperial ap- 
proval, the two districts of Hsiangshan and 


Google 





' Hsinhui asked that the Admiral should 


also assume criminal jurisdiction over 
them. A list of bandits captured and dealt 


,; with during the 16th year of Kuang Hsii 











has already been published in the. Gazette, 
and the present report covers only the 
first five months of the present year. Ac- 
cording to a statement furnished by the 
late Admiral, 176 noted pirates were 
caught during this period, all of whom 
confessed to the commission of the gravest 
atrocities and were summarily decapitated. 
Thanks to the exertions of Fang-yao and 
his staff, there has recently been a very 
sensible decrease in piracy in the Namhoi 
and other districts, and it is asked that 
those to whose services this result is due 
may receive some recognition from the 
Government.—Rescript : Let recommenda- 
tions be submitted in favour of the more 
deserving officers, but let there be no fraud 
practised in making up the list. 


6th October. 


SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS AGAINST PIRATES 
AND BANDITS ON THE COAST OF HAINAN, 


The Viceroy at Canton reports the result 


| of operations which were recently con- 
ducted with great success against piratical 


bands and confederated criminals in the 
two Prefectures of Laichow and Kiung- 
chow, and solicits the bestowal of rewards 
upon a number of officers who distinguish- 
ed themselves on the occasion. These two 
Prefectures, from their position on the sea 
coast, have always, the Viceroy remarks, © 
been notorious as the haunts of pirates and 
members of criminal confederacies who 
league together and commit excesses of 
every: kind. Being well aware of their 
character in this respect, the memorialist 
issued instructions some time ago to the 
civil and military authorities concerned 
directing them to carry on detective work 
-with zeal and not to hesitate for a moment 
to empley all the force at their disposal 
in dealing with any formidable bards of 
marauders that might make their appear- 
ance. Towards the end of last year it 
came to the knowledge of Chu-ts‘ai, the 
Taotai at Kiungchow, that a band of crimi- 
nal confederates had assembled at a place 
called Hsihai in the Suihsi district and 
that their appearance had been the signal 
for a movement amongst the piratical popu- 
lation of Hungchiaugp‘u. Another band 
of desperadoes were at the same time 
plundering and destroying the shipping in 
the Hsiiwén and K‘iungshan districts. 
The Taotai placed himself in communication 
withthe acting Brigadier General Li Hsien- 
yi, and they concerted a plan of action. 
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The General, accompanied by a gunboat 
under the command of Captain Ch‘én, 
proceeded to MHungchiangp‘u where a 
dense fleet of piratical craft lay without 
taking the least notice of their approach. 
Ch ‘én led his men to the attack and a fierce 
fight was maintained for over four hours, 
which resulted in the death of about 
a dozen of the leading pirates. A great 
number were wounded and many were 
drowned. The remainder, finding it no 
longer pussible to hold their ground, 
endeavoured to make their escape by 
swimming. Twelve prisoners were taken, 
thirteen people, male and female, who 
were being held to ransom by the pirates 
were rescued, and two vessels and a quantity 
of ammunition were captured. An attack 
was then made upon the associated criminals 


at Hsihai, with the result that a score or | 


more of the ringleaders were taken. 
Amongst the other things which fell into 


the hands of the Imperial troops was a | 


paper containing the rules of the Society 
to which the criminals belonged, drawn up 
in 36 different articles, and a list of all the 
names of the members. The piratical 
boats in the creeks between the Hsiiwén 
and Kiungshan districts were just making 
a movement to join their forces with the 
Hsihai contingent when a gunboat com- 
manded by Chou Chén-pang was sent to 
intercept them. Four of the pirates were 
killed, and the commander, taking to 
small boats with his men, succeeded in 
capturing 21 of the remainder. Sixteen 
people who were being held to ransom 
were released, two boats and a large 


quantity of ammunition were captured, | 


and death by drowning awaited most of 


those who tried to make their escape. All | 


the prisoners were forwarded to Kiungchow 
where they were tried by the Taotai. The 
evidence elicited clearly proved that there 
were three separate bands of depredators 
each with their distinctive badges and 
arranged under separate leaders. Ten of 
the Hsihai baudits were condemned to 
the extreme penalty of the law, and of 
the marauders who infested the inlets 
between the Hsiiwén and Kiungshan dis- 
tricts nineteen were sentenced to summary 
decapitation. Altogether, over 70 of the 
confederated criminals were brought to 
justice, and security of life and property has 
consequently been established in Hainan. 
The Viceroy concludes by recommending for 
various forms of reward a number of officers 
who took part in the above operations, and 
in a postscript to his memorial he asks 
that a Peacock’s Feather should be confer- 
red upon the Taotai, Chu-ts‘ai, and the 
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Brigadier General, Li Hsien-yi, should 
receive the brevet rank of Commander-in- 


Chief. 
7th October. 
No papers of interest. 
8th October. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Yang-yi is gazetted Director of the Court 
of Sacrificial Worship. 


9th October. 


RESCUE OF THE CREW OF A CHINA MER- 
CHANTS’ STEAMER OFF THE SHANTUNG 
PROMONTORY. 


The Governor of Shantung submits a 
memorial reporting the rescue of the crew 
of the s.s. Fuyew and asking the bestowal 
of rewards upon the officials who exert- 
ed themselves in the matter. Some 
years ago a Code of Salvage Regulations 
was published under the authority of 
the Tsungli Yamén, in accordance with 
which the provincial authorities were 
authorised to submit for the bestowal of 
rewards of a high degree the names of 
officials who had succeeded in rescuing over 
30 persons from a Chinese or foreign vessel 
in a sinking condition, the only limitation 
being that not more than three persons 
should be so recommended on any one 
occasion. The coast line off the Shantung 
promontory in the Yungch‘éng district, 
being studded with hidden rocks, presents 
great danger to navigation, and it was this 
consideration which led the late Governor, 
Chang-yao, to take steps for the establish- 
ment of a life-boat service in the locality 
which, during its short existence, has been 
instrumental in rescuing many vessels. On 
the night of the 25th July, 1890, the s.s. 
Fuyew lost her course during a dense fog 
and struck upon a rock off the Yungch‘éng 
district, knocking a hole in her bottom 
which at once made it apparent that her 
position was one of the greatest danger. 
Over 40 of the crew and passengers in 
trying to reach the boats, were precipitated 
into the water by the snapping of a hawser 
to which they were clinging. On receiving 
news of the casualty the acting magistrate 
of Yungch‘éng and officers of the life-boat 
service at once set off to the assistance of 
the vessel, and by meaus of expert divers 
succeeded in rescuing 31 persons from the 
water, the remainder numbering 11 being 


' drowned. There were still 54 foreigners 


and Chinese on board the vessel, which sank 
immediately after they had been taken off. 
All the survivors were safely landed and 
duly provided for. Salvage operations were 
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then commenced and, reckoned at one half of 
its cost price, the value of the cargo salved 
amounted to Tls. 30,000. The case was 
reported by the Chefoo Taotai to the late 
Governor, who died before he had time to 
deal with it. His successor now recom- 
mends for various degrees of promotion 
the acting Magistrate of Yungch‘éng, the 
Superintendent of the life-boat service, 
and the Assistant Director of the same 
establishment, the three officers whose 
exertions chiefly contributed to the rescue 
of so large a number of the crew and _ pas- 
sengers of the Fuyew and tv the salvage 
of a considerable portion of her cargo.— 
Approved by Rescript. 
RESCUE OF A CHINESE VESSEL. 

The same memorialist reports the assist- 
ance rendered to a Chinese vessel named 
the Chin-chieh-shun which struck on an 
unknown rock near Yangchushan in the 
neighbourhood of Tientsin on the 11th of 
June, 1890, and drifted in a leaky condition 
to Pachiaok‘cu, off the Fushan district in 
Shantung, where she sank. The authorities 
on the spot succeeded in rescuing 32 of the 
vessel's company, and recovered a portion 
of the cargo and a good deal of the ship’s 
gear and fittings. The cargo was sold and 
the proceeds given to the distressed men, 
whose wants were liberally supplied in 
other respects. The Governor asks that 
the two officers who effected the rescue 
may receive the rewards to which they are 
entitled under the Salvage Regulations. — 
Approved by Rescript. 


SPECIAL MISSION TO HONAN. 


K‘un-kang, the President of the Board 
of Ceremonies, and Ch‘ien Ying-p‘u, the 
Vice-President of the same Board, with a 
staff of Secretaries, have been deputed by 
Imperial Decree to proceed on a special 
mission of inquiry to Honan. 


10th October and 11th October. 


The Gazettes of these two days are 
largely taken up with Memorials on two 
subjects, one the alleged opening of two 
illicit distilleries and the other lack of 
prison accommodation in Heilungchiang. 
For the sake of convenience the papers of 
the two days have been taken together. 


ILLICIT DISTILLERIES. 

In the Gazette of the 10th one of the 
‘censors expresses an opinion to the effect 
that illicit distilleries are forbidden by law 
in that they in the first place defraud the 
revenue and in the second place injuriously 
caffect the food supply of the people. In 
consideration of the distress on account 
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of floods last year, orders were issued by 
the Throne prohibiting for the space of 
one year the distilling of spirits, a measure 
characteristically illustrative of the tender 
care with which the Court attends to the 
least of the people’s wants. Memorialist 
is however grieved to learn that notwith- 
standing the fact of the bad harvests, a 
highly placed personage under the Mongo- 
lian Superintendency namely the prince 
of the Aokhan tribe Tamulin Darge did in 
the first moon of the present year open at 
Halatuha, in the Chiench‘ang district, 
Jeho, two illicit distilleries without duly 
registering them and paying the proper 
fees. Also that he surreptitiously pur- 
chased grain stored in the Ch‘angping 
granary and presuming on his position 
compelled the poorer classes to sell him 
grain with the result that they suffered 
grievously and lodged numerous com- 
plaints at the office of the lieutenant- 
governor as well as with the local autho- 
rities, but the latter, overawed by his 
rank, declined to move in the matter. 
Memorialist is further informed that it is 
his intention to open more of such distil- 
leries in the neighourhood and that he has 
applied to the Colonial oftice for an advance 
of his salary in order that he may have the 
necessary capital to carry out his project. 
It would accordingly be advisable to at 
once direct the Superintendency to make 
a strict investigation into the matter and 
order him to abandon such designs. 

The second memorial of the same Gazette 
is one from the Mongolian Superintend- 
ency acknowledging instructions issued in 
the sense indicated in the preceding docu- 
ment and stating that as regards the 
majority of the charges brought by the 
censor against the prince, the office is not 
in a position to report and that it would be 
advisable to instruct the military lieuten- 
ant-governor of Jeho to make minute en- 
quiry into the matter. With reference to 
the statement that the prince applied to 
the Superintendency for an advance of 
salary to enable him to establish more 
distilleries, the office would remark that last 
year representations were received from 
him in which he stated that his ancestral 
tombs were sadly out of repair and that he 
would like an advance of five years’ salary 
wherewith to put them in order. As at 
the time funds were urgently required for 
other and more pressing purposes, his 
request was not entertained. 

The Gazette of the 11th contains the 
reply of the lieutenant-governor of Jeho in 
response to instructions directing him to 
enquire into the matter. He states that 








_ he at once placed himself in communication 
with the acting Jeho Taotai and as a result 
of their consultations they appointed two 
weiyuans to institute secret enquiries as 
to the truth of the charges brought by the 
Censor. These officers now report that 
as regards the charges in the original 
memorial from the words ‘ a highly 
placed personage” down to ‘‘ in the neigh- 
bourhood” they have to point out that no 
such place as Halatuha exists in the Chien- 
ch‘ang district, and that on the official 
register which contains the names of 
fifty-one distilleries, there is no mention of 
any such locality. They however discover- 
ed that at a place called Siaohalataok ‘ou 
there is a distillery ‘‘Pao Ho Yung” late 
*“ Yung Sheng Kuang” which was establish- 
ed some three years ago by a Lama official 
of the Aokhan tribe Pao Cha-fu who also re- 
gistered it and paid the tax. They further 
learned that there is another distillery 
‘Pao Chiian Yung” formerly ‘‘ Chang 
Sheng Tung” established at Yi i‘ienkao 
which originally belonged to aman named 
Chao Shu-fang but was closed in the 11th 
moon of last year and made over to the 
Aokhan tribe in liquidation ef a debt. On 
making minuter secret enquiry they were 
unanimously informed by the people on the 
spot that the ‘‘ Pao Ho Yung” distillery was 
the property of a Lama official Pao Cha-pu, 
own brother to the prince, and that the 
other establishment had been accepted by 
his mother Yii Fau-shih in settlement of a 
claim she had against the original pro- 
prietor. It was however ascertained that 
the prince himself had no share in these 
establishments. A visit to the Ch‘angping 
granary showed that he had likewise never 
bought grain there and a search amongst 
the archives of the offices of the local 
authorities proved the statement of the 
Censor that the people had lodged com- 
plaints against him to be inaccurate. 

On a reference of this report being made 
to the Chief of the League, its accuracy 
was confirmed in every particular. 

Memorialist would observe with regard 
to this case that although it has been 

roved that the prince himself had no 
and in the establishment of these dis- 
tilleries, still the fact that his near relatives 
are so closely connected therewith shows 
that the Censor did not move in the matter 
without some reason. As the prince and 
his brother are Mongols far removed from 
the pale of civilisation and ignorant of 
rules and regulations, it will be sufficient 
to instruct them to at once close these 
distilleries. The local authorities have 
been directed to keep a strict control 
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over the distilleries already in existence 
and to furnish periodical reports thereon. 


PRISON ACCOMMODATION IN HEILUNGCHIANG. 


Ik ‘ot ‘anga points out that the population . 
of the Heilungchiang district is advancing 
year by year and that as a consequence the 
amount of crime and the number of 
criminals are likewise steadily increasing so 
much so that the prison accommodatien 
has been found to be totally inadequate 
and he would request permission to take 
steps to remedy the defects. 

What he considers of first importance is 
that the officers in charge should be ofa 
higher rank than they are at present so. 
that they would have a graver sense of 
their responsibilities and be induced to 
look more carefully after those under their 
charge. Owing to the overcrowding of the 
rooms the condition of the prisoners this 
summer has been most pitiable and in- 
creased accommodation is urgently needed. 
It has also been found that most of the 
buildings are in a tumbledown condition 
and that it will be necessary to reconstruct 
them in a more substantial manner. He 
proceeds to detail the proposed alterations 
and estimates the cost at Tls. 1,520.— 
Request granted. 


‘October 11th. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor in charge of the West 
City reports that outside the Shun-chih 
gate, there is an establishment called the 
Hsi-yiieh Sheng-tang which for years past 
has supported the indigent, bestowed charity 
on deserving widows and taught poor 
children free of charge. It has been in 
the habit likewise of making distributions 
of grain in the 10th moon of every year, 
but this year owing to lack of funds it will 
be unable to continue this practice, and 
application has been made that out of the 
Imperial bounty an allowance be made to it 
similar to that made to other institutions 
of the same kind. 

We accordingly hereby decree that in 
the 10th moon of every year an allowance 
be made out of the Imperial granaries of 
three hundred piculs of grain. 

(2) Li Hung-chang has presented a 
Memorial dealing with the working of 
the Peiyang Admiralty Department dur- 
ing the three years in which it has 
been in existence and recommending 
various officers connected therewith for 
rewards. We accordingly direct that the 
Board do make suggestions on a most 
liberal scale as to what honours it 


. 
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would be appropriate to confer in recogni- 
tion of their services on Ting Ju-ch‘ang, 
Naval Commander-in-Chief, and Chou Fu, 
Chief of the Admiralty Department and Pro- 
vincial Judge for Chihli. A list of officers 
on whom the various degrees of the Bat‘uru 
distinction have been conferred follows. 


12th October. 
No documents of interest. 


13th October. 
APPEAL CASE FROM SHANTUNG 


In the 12th moon of the 9th year of 
Kuang Hsii the shop of T‘ang Hsin-yiin, 
situated at Yiinch‘enghien, was broken 
into during the night and money and other 
valuables abstracted. The case was duly 
reported and Wang Hsiao-siao the son of 
a man named Wang Tung-sui, was 
arrested and confessed to having been 
a party to the burglary along with 
two others Chang Ts‘un and Li-yang. 
T‘ung-sui, afraid that his son would 
be harshly dealt with, got a friend to 
request T‘ang to stay proceedings, offering 
to pay 300 tiao as compensation. As 
Hsiao-siao had, however, been committed 
for trial these negotiations fell through. In 
the meantime Tang, being dissatisfied with 
the delay in arresting the other criminals, 
complained to the Chihsien, who had the 
runners seyerely beaten for their negligence. 
About four months later T‘ang Hsin-yiin 
went to attend a neighbouring fair and as 
he did not return T‘ang Kuang-ying, his 
son, and one of his relatives went to look 
for him. They were unable at the time to 
find any traces of him but later on they 
heard that in a burnt-down hayrick just 
between the borders of the Shouchang and 
Yiincheng districts human bones had been 
discovered. On examining these they 
jumped to the conclusion that they were 
the remains of their missing relative and 
supposed that he had been disposed of in 
this fashion by the yamén runners out of 
revenge for the beating that had been in- 
flicted onthem. They accordingly lodged a 
charge of murder against some persons 
unknown, which case was heard before the 
Shouchang Magistrate. As however plain- 
tiffs could bring no proofs or otherwise 
substantiate their case the Magistrate dis- 
missed it for want of evidence. As time 
went on and further enquiries brought no 
fresh facts to light, T’ang Kuang-ying, who 
had in the meantime come of age, brooded 
over the fate of his father and being dissa- 
tisfied with the verdict given in the Magis- 
trate’s court resolved to lay a complaint 
before the Emperor in person. He engaged 
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| the services of an itinerant fortune teller 
| to draw up a petition on the same lines as 
; the previous charge, to which he added a 
statement that he had submitted the bones 
to the blood test and that he was convinced 
they were those of his father. (The blood 
test is made as follows : the son takes some 
of his blood and pours it on the bone; if 
the bone at once absorbs the fluid then it 
is considered proof of the relationship 
existing between the parties; should the 
blood, however, not be absorbed, the parties 
are strangers to each other.) This petition 
he presented at the roadside when the 
Emperor was passing the Hsi Ssu P‘ail‘ou. 
He was at once arrested and sent back to 
Shantung for trial. Memorialist considers 
it not unreasonable that out of love to his 
father he should feel worried that no traces 
of how he came by his death should be 
discoverable, but in that he dared to break 
; through the Imperial Escort as he did he 
has been guilty of a serious offence and has 
in accordance with the code been sentenced 
to 100 blows and banishment to the near 
| frontier. 


14th October. 


CASE OF BURYING ALIVE. 


Tien Hung-lin and Tien Hung-hsiang 
were two brothers with separate households 
living at Hulichow, Szechuan, Hung-hsiang 
being the younger of the two. Tien T‘ai- 
hsing, Hung-lin’s son, was in the habit of 
going over almost daily to his uncle’s house 
to assist in any work there might be to do, 
and took advantage of the opportunity 
thus afforded him to seduce his cousin Tien 
Hsiao-chao, Hung-hsiang’s daughter. In 
course of time the girl became pregnant and 
the matter came to Hung-lin’s ears. Here- 
upon T‘ai-hsing, wishing to shield himself, 
falsely asserted that his cousin’s pregnancy 
was due to incestuous intercourse between 
Hung-hsiang and his daughter. Hung-lin 
took this statement to be true and at once 
resolved to wipe out the family disgrace by 
burying his brother and his niece alive. 
T‘ai-hsing tried to dissuade him to the best 
of his ability but was unable to do so and 
was compelled by his father to assist him 
in carrying out his project. The two then 
went withanotherman, Li Lao-wu, to Hung- 
hsiang’s house and upbraided him for his 
disgraceful conduct. Hung-hsiang naturally 
protested his innocence, but without listen- 
ing to what he had to say they bound him 
and his daughter hand and foot and threw 
them into a cavity made by a mountain 
torrent at the back of the house, covering 
them up with earth until they were dead. 
A certain Chang, who was cutting firewood 








on the hillside, hearing cries for help, came 
to their assistance but was forced by Hung- 
lin to promise to hold his tongue with 
regard to what he had seen. The story 
however leaked out and the case was at 
once taken up by the district magistrate 
by whom, after passing through successive 
stages, it was referred to memorialist. 

After carefully investigating the matter 
the following sentences have been inflicted. 
Hung-lin, in that he caused the death of 
his younger brother, has been condemned 
to death by strangulation after the autumn 
assizes. The only punishment that can be 
inflicted on T‘ai-hsing for his many crimes 
and his peculiarly dastardly conduct is that 
of death by the ling ch‘ih process in that 
he caused the death of his uncle. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY. 


The Governor of the New Dominion 
refers to the circular issued in the 11th 
moon of Kuang Hsii XV by the Hui-tien- 
kuan calling for maps accompanied by 
explanatory statements of the various 
departments under his jurisdiction. The 
year mentioned as the official limit within 
which such documents have to be for- 
warded, having long since expired, me- 
morialist would ask for a further exten- 
sion of six months dating from the 11th 
moon of the present year, as his dis- 
trict is of such vast extent and there are 
no previous maps or surveys by which 
one can be guided. As it is of the greatest 
importance that the old and the new 
boundaries as well as the various barriers 
and customs’ stations be clearly and accu- 
rately set down memorialist trusts his 
request will not be refused.— Granted. 


15th October. 


PLETHORA OF EXPECTANT OFFICIALS, 


Fu Jun presents a memorial with regard 
to the extraordinary number of expectant 
officials attached to the provincial establish- 
ment of Shantung and points out that 
although under ordinary circumstances the 
number of vacancies in the province is by 
no means large, since the extension of the 
purchase and recommendation system the 
number of applicants is ten times greater 
than the number of posts. It is on record 
that in the 7th year of Kuang Hsii the then 
Governor suggested that fora period of two 
years no more appointments should be 
issued for the province of Shantung and 
that measure for the time proved ef- 
fectual. Now, however some ten years 
have elapsed and the extension of the 
purchase system that took place after the 
Chengchow disaster and in consequence of 
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the necessity of finding funds for Admiral- 
y purposes has again flooded the province. 

hroughout Shantung there are only ten. 
circuits and prefectures, the great majority 
of them being posts filled by special decree, 
whereas the number of expectant taotais 
and prefects is no less than thirty seven. 
Of sub-prefectures and district magistracies 
there are one hundred and twenty; of 
minor official posts one hundred and ninety- 
two and thirteen vacancies in the salt 
offices. Waiting for an opportunity to fill 
these posts there are over three hundred 
and sixty sub-prefects and district magis- 
trates ; of unclassed officials about five 
hundred and fifty, and of salt officers over 
sixty. These figures do not include those 
absent on leave or temporarily retired into 
mourning, so that it will be seen that it is 
almost hopeless for them ever to expect to 
obtain as much as even an acting ap- 
pointment. They have the name of expec- 
tants of office, but when they will even be 
called on to fill any office is extremely 
uncertain. This applies more especially 
at the present juncture when the funds 
in the provincial treasury are at such 
a low ebb that every endeavour must be 
made to effect a cutting down of expendi- 


ture. Of late too the board has greatly . 


curtailed the power of making appoint- 
ments vested in the provincial govern- 
ment. A great many posts that used to 
be filled up locally have now to be referred 
to Peking. The pressure is becoming 
greater day by day and it is feared that 
should a further influx of candidates be 
permitted, it will become unbearable. 
Individuals who are scrambling and fight- 
ing for their daily bread are not the class 
from which it is desirable to draw public 
servants, as they are reduced by necessity 
to employ every artifice to advance their 
own interests. Memorialist would accord- 
ingly request that in accordance with 
the precedent furnished ten years ago 
the Board be directed to cease making 
further appointments toShantung, by which 
means it is hoped that the congestion will 
be somewhat relieved.—Let the Board of 
Civil Office consider and report. 


BRIGANDAGE IN THE GRAND CANAL DISTRICT. 


Liu K‘un-i, the director of the Grain 
transport and the Governor of Kiangsu 
present a joint memorial reporting the 
successful repression of certain brigands 
who of late have been carrying on a system 
of armed warfare on a small scale against 
the constituted authorities in the Hsiichou, 
Such‘ien and P‘ichou districts. These 
miscreants used to go about in bands 
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numbering from ten up to a hundred 
armed with foreign firearms and were noted 
for the rapidity and uncertainty of their 
movements. A great point in their favour 
was the great fields of kaoliang (high 
millet) with which the district is thickly 
planted and which afforded them most 
admirable cover. Memorialists have great 
pleasure in reporting that the authorities 
together with the officers in command of 
the local troops have been successful in 
their operations against them and that they 
have either killed or taken the ringleaders 
and thoroughly dispersed the remainder of 
the bands. They conclude by asking re- 
wards for those who more especially dis- 
tinguished themselves. 


16th October. 
HAILSTORMS IN KANSU. 


Yang Chang-chiin reports that ever since 
the fourth moon the crops throughout 
Kansu have suffered most severelly from 
hailstorms. Officers deputed to investigate 
the actual damage done indicate Ching- 
chow, Langan and Huaping as the three 
districts in which the people have lost 
most and where measures of relief ought 
to be most promptly taken. 


QUARREL BETWEEN TWO OFFICERS. 


Liu K’un.i reportsa casein which Wen Yii, 
an official attached to one of the Banners, 
had an altercation with a brigade general 
Hsiung Ta-pin which from words proceeded 
to blows and which eventually resulted in 
the death of a third person. It appears that 
while they were fighting Hsiung’s wife 
appeared on the scene and promptly 
rushed into the fray with a view to lend- 
ing assistance to her husband. In some 
unaccountable way she slipped and fell 
and died from the injuries thus received. 
Hsiung asserts that she was kicked to 
death by Wen Yii. The magistrate who 
held the inquest was unable to decide 
whether she died from injuries sustained 
by the fall or from a wound inflicted by 
Wen Yii’s foot, but as in any case a full 
judicial enquiry must be held, the provincial 
Judge has been directed to sift the matter 
to the bottom. 

17th October. 
MEMORIAL FROM THE VICEROY OF HUKUANG 
CONCERNING THE WUSUEH CASE. 

The Viceroy reverently submits a me- 
morial, in which he implores the Sacred 
Glance, reporting the steps taken in con- 
nection with the settlement of the questions 
arising out of the destruction of missionary 
property and loss of foreign life at Wusueh 
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in the province of Hupeh. The memorialist 
would remark that after the occurrence of 
the missionary troubles at Wuhu and other 
places during the 4th moon of the present 
year, great popular excitement and wide- 
spread danger existed throughout the whole 
valley of the Yangtze, owing to the false 
rumours which were current in every di- 
rection. In repeated instructions which 
he issued to the civil and military authori- 
ties, the Viceroy strongly impressed on 
them the necessity of adopting secret and 
vigorous measures of a precautionary na- 
ture and of taking special care to provide 
for the protection of all places where 
foundling institutions existed in connec- 
tion with the foreign missionary establish- 
ments. Wusueh is situated at a distance 
of 70 li from the district town of Kuang- 
chi, the only officials stationed in the place 
being the sub-prefect of Wusueh and 
Huangchou, and the sub-district deputy 
magistrates of Lungp‘ing and Makou. 
There was an English church there for 
preaching the Gospel, but no foundling 
establishment, and the ordinary people and 
the adherents of the foreign faith had long 
lived in harmony. On the evening, how- 
ever, of the 5th of June last, a man named 
Au-yang-li-jan, who is a native of the 
Kuangchi district and a member of the 
Catholic religion, arrived outside the town 
of Wusueh carrying four children, which 
he said he was taking to the Catholic 
establishment at Kiukiang. Kuo Liu-shou 
and some other depraved villains who hap- 
pened to notice the incident, erroneously 
imagined it to be a confirmation of the 
false rumours that had been circulated, 
and in a moment a crowd of noisy and 
turbulent people collected who, yielding to 
the false impression that the Wusueh mis- 
sionary premises were places for the recep- 
tion and nurture of small children, threw 
stones excitedly through the windows, with 
the result that a kerosene oil lamp in one 
of the rooms having been smashed, a fire 
broke out which spread and burnt down 
one of the foreign two-storeyed houses. 
The remainder of the buildings were 
likewise destroyed, and the rioters took 
advantage of the occasion to carry off sun- 
dry articles of property. The deputy in 
charge of the Foreign Customs station at 
Wusueh, an assistant sub-prefect named 
Hua P‘in-san, and sub-district deputy 
magistrate of Lungp‘ing, Tsou Chén-ch‘ing, 
hastened to the scene of the riot to restore 
order, but they were both stoned and badly 
beaten by the mob. Two of the Missionaries 
connected with the chapel, Baden and 
Prothero, had previously gone away, the 
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former to MHsingkuo and the latter 
to Hankow, and only their wives and 
families remained in the Mission premises 
at Wusueh. A British subject named 
Green, who was a tide-waiter connected with 
the Foreign Customs station at Wusueh, 
and a British Missionary named Argent, 
who had been away elsewhere, set out, while 
the riot was still raging, for the scene of 
the fire to render assistance, and were 
immediately attacked and beaten to death 
by the rioters. The three foreign ladies 
of the Mission, with four children, made 
their escape through a back door and went 
first to the office of the Ma-kou-ssti. The 
deputy magistrate, Ch‘én Péi-chou, seeing 
the turbulent and excited state of the mob, 
did not venture to receive the ladies and 
children, who were escorted in separate 
parties by the runners and soldiers of the 
sub-prefect and the deputy magistrate 
of Lung-p‘ing to the yamén of the 
sub-prefect of Wusueh and Huangchou 
where they were received by the sub- 
prefect Ku Yiin-ch‘ang. The three ladies 
also were found to have been beaten 
and wounded by the rioters on the 
way, and they all started for Hankow on 
the following day. On receiving news of 
the occurrence the Viceroy at once issued in- 
structionstothecivil and military authorities 
urging the arrest of the principal criminals, 
and detached land and naval forces from 
Wuchang to proceed to the spot to restore 
order and aftord protection. The Taotai 
at Hankow was also directed to send Com- 
missioners by steamer to Wusueh to have 
the remains of the two foreigners who were 
killed duly cared for, and forwarded to 
Hankow, and high civil and military func- 
tionaries were deputed to proceed to 
Wusueh for the purpose of maintaining 
order and restoring tranquillity. By this 
time the magistrate of Kuangchi, P‘éng 
Kuang-hsin, had already reached Wu- 
sueh and had made a large number of 
arrests. Excluding those who were found 
to be innocent and were accordingly 
released, there remained ten prisoners 
who were real culprits. The Viceroy 
specially deputed an expectant prefect 
named YiiKéng to proceed as Commis- 
sioner to Kuangchi and join with Li 
Tang-yii, the prefect of Huangchou Fu, in 
having a thorough investigation and trial 
conducted under their orders by the magis- 
trate of the district. The Customs Taotai 
at Hankow was directed to address an 
official communication to the British Consul 
requesting him to procure the depositions 
of the male and female members of the 
Wusueh mission, and to furnish an account 
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of the injuries sustained by the foreign 
ladies in order to complete the evidence in 
the case and have it thoroughly investigat- 
ed. In due course of time the Consul 
forwarded copies of the depositions, ad- 
ding that the injuries sustained by the 
ladies were very serious, and that one 
of them was, in the opinion of the 
foreign doctor who examined her, pro- 
bably rendered incapable of bearing 
children. The subsequent investigation 


showed that the incident really originated ~ 


in the suspicions entertained respecting the 
conveyance of children and that the riot was 
caused by depraved characters inflaming the 
popular feeling. The disturbance occurred 
very suddenly without any warning, and it 
was not in any way a case of incendiarism 
for the sake of plunder. The fact that two 
of the missionaries were absent at the 
moment the trouble took place, having 
gone away some days previously, proves 
that it was not a premeditated attack on 
the mission. Further there was an iron 
safe on the premises which always con- 
tained vatuables and which was not carried 
away. This demonstrates beyond a doubt 
that plunder was not the object of the 
rioters. 

Kuo Liu-shou admitted that, on seeing 
the children being carried away by the 
Catholic convert, he gave credence to the 
false rumours that had been circulated, 
and originated the disturbance in which 
Tai Yen-yii and other disorderly charac- 
ters joined, destroying the mission pro- 
perty and the furniture, and severely 
beating the Customs weiytian and the 
deputy magistrate. It was really he who 
originated the affair by inflaming the popu- 
lar passions, and it was he who stabbed the 
foreign Customs tidewaiter Green, who 
went to extinguish the fire, several times 
with a knife. Tai Yen-yii admitted without 
reserve that he had taken an active part in 
the riot and had killed the foreign Mission- 
ary Argent by stabbing him several times 
with a knife. The Criminal Code provides 
that, where a number of people beat 
another to death, the one who inflicts 
a severe blow upon a fatal part shall 
suffer strangulation. In the present in- 
stance, the two criminals, in a matter 
which did not concern them, stirred up the 
popular passions and created a riot which 
involved the death of innocent people. 
Their behaviour was of a blood-thirsty and 
daring nature which gives it a resemblance 
to that of local bandits and a degree of 
gravity which does not attach to ordinary 
cases of assault and battery by a number 
of people. The Viceroy recently had the 
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honour to receive the Imperial Decree of 
the 13th of June last, in which the High 
Provincial Authorities were commanded 
to lose no time in issuing instructions 
to the civil and military officials con- 
cerned, for the apprehension of the 
ringleaders in the riots and, on proof 
of guilt, for their decapitation as a warning 
to others. These were the instructions 
under which the Viceroy considered it his 
duty to act. 

Kuo Liu-shou and Tai Yen-yii having 
been both convicted at the trial held by 
the commissioner, prefect and magistrate, 
of being the principals in this case, it was 
not advisable that there should be the 
least delay in carrying out their sentence, 
and the Viceroy accordingly, in order to 
vindicate the majesty of the law, issued 
instructions for their immediate decapita- 
tion, and for the exposure of their heads 
by way of warning at the scene of the com- 
mission of their crime. Instructions were 
issued to the prefect of Yii-kéng, who 
acted as Commissioner, to co-operate with 
the prefect and the magistrate in examin- 
ing and taking the depositions of the eight 
accessories who took part in the attack 
upon the deceased, beat the foreign ladies 
and carried off miscellaneous articles of 
property. T‘ao Ch‘un-ts‘an, Tien Té and 
two other soldiers, four converts, including 
Fang Hsin-hsing, and Wang Ch‘i-tso, Mr. 
Green’s cook, all of whom had _ been indi- 
cated by the British Consul as important 
witnesses, were confronted with the ac- 
cused, and the trial having been conducted 
in due form, sentence was passed accord- 
ing to the provisions of the criminal law. 
The report submitted by the Commissioners 
contained the following depositions :— 

Hu Tung-érh admi!ted that he had struck 
the tidewaiter, Green, over the head with 
an iron bar; Hu Shih-shéng confessed to 
having picked up a stone and struck the 
tidewaiter Green a blow on the head; 
Lu Erh-ti stated that he had thrown a 
stone and had wounded the Missionary 
Argent ; Hsii Féng-ch‘un and Tien Fu-érh 
confessed that in the thick of the crowd they 
had jostled the foreign ladies, but did not 
know whether the latter had sustained any 
injuries in consequence. Hsii Féng-ch‘un 
added that he had picked up sundry articles 
which he afterwards threw away. Ch‘én 
Lien-shéng admitted having picked up 
some odds and ends of things which he 
also threw away. The two prisoners Fan 
Ssti-mei and Yii Lao-wu, both confessed 
that on hearing of the disturbance they 
thought of going to pick up what they could 
find, but could not crush their way to 
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the spot owing to the crowd of people. 
All the evidence was given without any 
reservation and the accused stood the 
ordeal of repeated and rigorous examina- 
tion without flinching. Their testimony 
was not contradicted in any way by the 
important witnesses who were confronted 
with them, and there was not the least 
concealment of the truth in the evidence 
that was given. The Court therefore pro- 
ceeded to pass sentence on them. The 
following are the clauses of the Criminal 
Code applicable to the case :— 


(1) Where a number of people enter into 
a plot to make a combined attack upon a 
person, the one who inflicts a severe 
wound upon a fatal part, is, as explained 
above, sentenced to be strangled. Of the 
others who have joined in the attack, 
those who are proved to have wounded the 
person with a gun, knife, or other deadly 
weapon, are liable to perpetual banishment 
to regions in immediate proximity to the 
frontier. 

(2) Robbery with violence to the person 
is, in the case of a principal, punishable 
by Cecapitation after the usual period of 
confinement and in the case of an acces- 
sory, the punishment is reduced one de- 


‘gree, aud the culprit is branded. The 


punishment is on the same scale if an 
accidental fire furnished an opportunity for 
the commission of the robbery. 

(3) For injuring a person in a fray and 
bringing on a serious illness which pre- 
vents her from bearing children, the 
punishment is 100 blows and banishment 
to a distance of 3,000 li. 

(4) Where advantage is taken of a fire to 
commit a robbery, those of the criminals 
who have been guilty of murder or vio- 
lence to the person, or have accumulated 
a large amount of plunder, are dealt with 
by the statute applicable to such offences. 
Such of them as have only shared in the 
plunder and rendered themselves liable to 
bambooing and banishment in the t's de- 
gree, receive a punishment higher by one 
degree than that provided by the law for an 
offence of the kind where no tire occurred, 
the principal being sentenced to 100 blows 
and banishment to a distance of 3,000 
li, and the accessories to 100 blows and 
banishnient for three years with branding. 

(5) Where a person intends to commit 
a robbery, but does not actually get posses- 
sion of any of the spoil he is to be tried for 
a grave misdemeanour. 

(6) For a misdemeanour, where the 
circumstances are of a serious nature, the 
punishment is 80 blows. 


146 [Ocr. 17. 








In the present case Hu Tung-érh, hearing 
that a tire had broken out in buildings 
occupied by foreigners, went to the scene 
of the fire armed with an iron bar, and 
seeing a crowd of people surrounding 
and beating the foreigners, struck a 
foreigner over the head with the iron bar. 
An iron bar comes within the category of 
deadly instruments mentioned in the law. 
Hu Tung-érh has therefore been condemned 
to banishment to a place close to the 
frontier under the statute which prescribes 
this form of punishment where a number 
of people attack another and one of the 
assailants inflicts a wound with a lethal 
weapon. 

Hu Shih-shéng and Lii Erh-ti, seeing 
that a fire had accidentally broken 
out in foreign buildings, proceeded to 
the spot, and finding a number of peo- 
ple pursuing. and beating the foreigners, 
they picked up stones with which they 
struck and wounded the foreigners. The 
sentence upon both men is that thy 
receive 100,blows, be banished to a distance 
of 3,000 li, and have the character ‘‘robber’”’ 
branded upon their right fore-arm, this 
being the punishment prescribed for an 
accessory to the crime of wounding in a 
case of robbery. Hsii Féng-ch‘un, when 
the fire broke out in the foreign premises, 
went to see what was going on, and hap- 
pening to meet foreign ladies in the 
surging crowd of people, he followed and 
jostled them. He stated that he did not 
know whether they had received any in- 
juries, but that the ladies were injured has 
been fully ascertained by the officials de- 
puted to deal with the case. Treating the 
matter therefore as one in which the in- 
juries sustained had such serious conse- 
quences as to preclude the bearing of 
offspring, the punishment prescribed by 
the law is 100 blows and banishment to a 
distance of 3,000 lt. The culprit is likewise 
liable, under the law applicable to robbery 
in connection with a fire, to a sentence of 
100 blows and banishment to a distance of 
3,000 li for having picked up some articles 
of property. Where the law prescribes 
the same punishment for two offences, 
sentence is pronounced upon only one of 
the two counts. MHsii Féng-ch’un has 
therefore been sentenced to 100 blows and 
banishment to a distance of 3,000 Ji, and 
the characters for ‘‘robber” are to be 
branded upon his right fore-arm. Tien 
Yu-érh jostled against the foreign ladies in 
the crowd of people, and although he stated 
that he did not know whether they had 
received any injuries and denied having 
picked up any articles of property, yet for 
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jostling the foreign ladies he is liable to 
the same punishment as Hsii Féng-ch’un, 
and he has accordingly been sentenced to 
100 bluws and banishment to a distance of 
3,000 li, in accordance with the statute 
which prescribes this punishment for beat- 
ing a person and causing her such serious 
harm that she is rendered incapable of 
bearing children. Cl‘én Lien-shéng, hear- 
ing that a foreign house had caught fire, 


went to see what was going on and found ° 


a crowd of people surrounding and beating 
the foreigners. According to his own state- 
ment, he took no part in the attack, but 
he admits having picked up a few articles. 
The law is that when advantage is taken 
of an accidental fire to commit robbery, 
those of the criminals who have shared in 
the spoil and have become liable to bam- 
booing and banishment in the ¢’u degree, 
shall receive a punishment higher by one 
degree than that applicable to mere robbery, 
and that the accessories shall be condemned 
tv 100 blows and banishment for three 
years. Ch‘én Lien-shéng has accordingly 
been sentenced to 100 blows and banish- 
ment for three years, and is to have the 
characters for ‘‘robber” branded upon his 
face. Yu Lao-wu and Fan Ssu-mei learning 
that the foreign buildings had caught fire 
and that riotuus proceedings were being 
directed against foreigners, bethought 
themselves of going to pick up some articles 
of furniture, but did not actually get poe- 
session of any of the plunder. They havs 
each been sentenced to receive eighty 
blows under the clause of the law appli- 
cable to a misdemeanour of the kind. 

Rewards have been offered for the appre- 
hension of the offenders still at large, and 
as soon as they are arrested, steps will be 
taken for having them tried and punish- 
ed in accordance with the law. The 
sentences were duly revised by Yun Tsu- 
yi, the acting Judicial Commissioner of 
Hupeh, on recipt of whose report the 
Viceroy issued instructions for having 
them carried into effect. 

The acting deputy magistrate of Ma- 
k‘ou, Ch’en P’ei-chou, did not venture, 
in view of the excited state of the mob, to 
receive the foreign ladies and children 
and, as a consequence, they were beaten 
and injured. In this he acted very impro- 
perly and the Lieutenant-Governor has 
already been instructed to have him remov- 
ed from ofticeand deprived of his buttonas a 
warning and punishment. The sub-prefect 
of Wusueh and Huangchou, Ku Yiin-ch‘ang, 
is really an officer charged with the con- 
servation of the river embankment, and 
has never had any responsibility of a 
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detective nature. As he has no special 
aptitude. for the latter kind of work, 
and as it is essential that the Sub-Prefect 
should act in concert with the Magistrate in 
taking active measures for the apprehension 
of the remaining criminals, Ku Yiin-ch‘ang 
will be recalled to the provincial capital 
and another official will be deputed to 
act as sub-prefect, with instructions to 
institute inquiries with a view to the 
apprehension of the offeuders who are 
still at large. 

The severe sentences passed in ac- 
cordauce with the law upon the various 
criminals were officially communicated 
through the Taotai to the British Consul, 
who, in acknowledging the receipt of 
the despatch on the subject, stated 
that they were all just and adequate, 
and that he had no objections to offer to 
them. The above is a summary of the 
facts connected with the arrest and punish- 
ment of the rioters. 

The death under such circumstances of 
two unoffending men, the Tidewaiter Green 
and the Missionary Argent, is exceedingly 
sad, and it is right that a grant of compas- 
sionate allowances should be made, in 
order to manifest the earnest desire of the 
government to befriend the innocent. It 
is proposed therefore to give the families of 
each of the deceased a sum of $20,000. No 
ill-feeling has ever existed between the 
Missionaries at Wusueh and the people 
of the town, and the present instance, the 
riot in which the Mission property was 
destroyed, arose from suspicions and false 
rumours which had no connection with 
them, and was in no way caused by the 
Missionaries. It is right therefore that 
the authorities, by way of showing their 
sympathy, should provide them with funds 
for rebuilding the premises and indemnify 
them for the property that was lost therein. 
The amount has been fixed on a liberal 
scale at $25,000. A sum of $65,000, equi- 
valent to, say, Tls. 45,000, has been ar- 
ranged by the Commissioner of Customs 
in consultation with the Consul and with 
the latter’s approval, as the total amount 
to be paid in satisfaction of the various 
claims arising out of this case. The Con- 
sul has reported the matter to the Minister 
and is merely awaiting a reply to enable 
him to receive the money and close the 
case. The above is a summary of the 
measures taken with regard to the issue 
of a compassionate allowance and the 
rebuilding of the Missionary premises. 

The memorialist would observe that the 
riots which have occurred with such fre- 
quency in tie valley of the Yangtze during 
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the last few months in connection with 
Missionary establishments have, for the 
most part, originated in the practice of 
receiving and bringing up young children 
which gives seditious characters an oppor- 
tunity of fabricating all sorts of false 
rumours to work upon the feelings of 
credulous and ignorant people. A distur- 
bance suddenly breaks out and before 
order can be restored a great catastrophe 
has occurred. After the riot at Wusueh 
the Customs Taotai at Hankow, acting 
under instructions from the Viceroy, ad- 
dressed an official communication to the 
various Consuls and asked them, with a 
view to removing all grounds of suspicion, 
to direct the missionaries to cease for a 
time receiving young children into their 
establishments, on the understanding that 
they should resume the practice as soon 
as all pending cases were settled and the 
popular excitement had somewhat sub- 


sided. The Consuls having all agreed to 
the proposal, the Taotai was further 
directed to draw up in_ cunsultation 


with the Consuls regulations providing for 
the periodical inspection every month of 
missionary institutions by officials and 
gentry deputed for the purpose. If com- 
pliance with these regulations can be 
secured on the part of all missionary estab- 
lishments, all grounds of suspicion will be 
removed and further riots are unlikely to 
occur. The memorialist has issued strin- 
gent instructions to the civil and military 
authorities directing them to keep a careful 
watch from time to time, and in the event 
of their discovering any further anonymous 
placards circulating baseless rumours with 
the object of stirring up sedition, they are 
to offer rewards at once for the arrest of 
the culprits, who will be severely punished 
under the instructions contained in the 
Imperial Decree of the 18th of June last, 
so that all attempts at incipient rebellion 
may be crushed. 

Of the cases that remained unsettled 
there were only two British ones—the 
first being that of a disturbance which 
Hsii Hui created against the Mission- 
aries in the Prefecture of Té-an, and 
the second relating to a dispute which 
a convert named Lan had with the mem- 
bers of his Clan respecting the reten- 
tion of his name on the family register. 
Both have been brought to a close and 
their settlement has been reported offici 
ally to the Consul by the Taotai under in- 
structions from the Viceroy. The memori- 
alist has submitted a report on the whole 
case to the Tsungli Yamén and has for- 
warded the depositions and confessions 
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taken at the trial of the guilty parties to 
the Board of Punishments. He now 
reverently submits to the Sacred Glance 
this memorial in which he reports, in con- 
junction with his Colleague, T’an Chi-hsiin, 
the Governor of Hupeh, the settlement of 
the Wusueh Missionary case.—Reseript : 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 


18th October. 


RECENT REVIEW OF THE NORTHERN 
FLEET: RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF 
OFFICERS CONNECTED WITH IT. 


In forwarding a report of the review of 
the Northern Fleet which he held in con- 
junction with the late Governor of Shan- 
tung during the fifth moon of the present 
year, the Viceroy Li asked permission to 
submit, for the bestowal of various forms 
of reward, the names of several officers 
who had rendered good service in impro- 
ving the discipline and organisation »f the 
naval forces and in superintending the con- 
struction of forts and dockyards. This 
request having met with the Imperial 
approval, the Viceroy now enters upon 
a review of the work that has been 
accomplished during the past three years 
since the establishment of the Board of 
Admiralty. The fleet, including transport 
boats, numbers over twenty vessels which 
during the spring, summer and autumn, 
coast alung the shores of Manchuria, Corea, 
Chihli and Shantung, and in winter cruise 
in the south, going as far as the British 
and Dutch possessions in that direction. 
All the year round they are upon the ocean, 





drilling and exercise in naval tactics going 
on incessantly. At Port Arthur, Talien 
Bay and Weihaiwei, docks, forts, and 
other works on a large scale have been 
constructed, hills have been cut down and 
the sea deepened, and the officers in 
command of the troops have rendered 
them proficient in torpedo practice and 
similar exercises. The mouth of the 
Peiho has been securely guarded ayainst 
attack. The utmost energy and skill have 
been displayed by the various arsenals, 
factories, and workshops in building gun- 
boats and torpedo craft and in turning out 
weapons and ammunition which, in point 
of excellence and serviceableness, are quite 
eyual to those produced in foreign coun- 
tries. The authorities in charge of the naval 
arrangements of the Northern Fleet, and 
those connected with the transport service, 
the ordnance department, and the Naval 
Schools have one and all worked with an 





energy and enthusiasm which have been 
cr» wned with conspicuous success. Under ; 
the regulations approved at the time | 
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of the establishment of the Board of 
Admiralty, by which recommendations were 
to be made on the completion of each 
triennial review, the Viceroy submits a 
list, which has been carefully revised and 
reduced, of the otlicers for whom he solicits 
rewards on the present occasion. The 
number of officers connected with Naval 
defence in the North is very large, and in 
accordance with the rules on the subject, 
only 30 per cent. of the total have been 
included in the list now submitted. Even 
this number looks large when viewed in 
the aggregate, but will be found to be 
small when distributed amongst the various 
branches of the service. In the list there 
are several who have been recommended 
for the bat‘uru distinction or feathers, in 
accordance with the precedent established 
in the case of the officers who brought out 
vessels from Europe three years ago. In 
the present instance, the reward is far 
better deserved, as the services rendered 
were not confined to a single period or 
limited to a single event. The Admiralty 
arrangements are just now getting into 
shape and if the Emperor is pleased to 
confer the rewards now solicited, they will 
act as a powerful stimulus to even greater 
activity and enthusiasm in the future, and 
will promote the attainment of such a 
degree of perfection as will realise the wish 
which the government entertains for secur- 
ing the defence of its maritime provinces and 
furthering its ownaggrandisement. TingJu- 
ch‘ang, the Admiral of the Fleet, has shown 
great capacity for command and has spared 
himself no trouble or pains in the execution 
of his task. Chou Fu, the Judge of Chihli, 
who is also Director of the Naval Depart- 
ment, has devoted his whole attenticn to 
the business of organisation and has made 
all his calculations with great precision and 
clearness. It is suggested that the Board 
should be directed to determine upon some 
exceptional form of reward for both of 
these officers, and a list of the other recom- 
mendations, accompanied by the service 
records of the officials in whose favour 
they are made, is being sent to to the 
Board of Admiralty in Peking.—Decree 
already published. 


19th October. 


GUNS AND AMMUNITION BORROWED BY 
CHANG CHIH-TUNG. 

The Viceroy Chang Chih-tung states 
that when he left Canton to take up his 
present post he borrowed and brought with 
him 2,000 Lee rifles, 2,000,000 cartridges, 
18 Krupp 73-inch field guns and 9,000 
cannon balls, all of which were placed in 
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the magazine at Wuchang to be issued and 
used as required. The understanding was 
that the cost of the foregoing articles was 
to be repaid to Canton by the provincial 
treasury of Hupeh. As, however, there 
were no funds in hand for the purpose, the 
memorialist arranged with Li Han-chang 
thatthe price of therifles and thecost of their 
transportamounting toT]s.48,313.2.9should 
be repaid in five instalments spread over a 
period of five years, and that the field guns, 
carriages and ammunition should be made 
good in kind as soon as the arsenal in 
Hupeh was opened and got into working 
order. Li Han-chang, in giving his assent 
to this arrangement, asked that it should 
be recorded in a memorial addressed to the 
Throne, and the memorialist takes this 


opportunity of complying with his request. * 


—Rescript: Let the Yumén concerned take 


note. 
20th October. 


SOUP KITCHENS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OF PEKING. 


A great portion of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with formal applications for the 
usual grant of allowances of rice and grain 
to the various soup kitchens and other 
charitable institutions which are opened in 
Peking andtheneighbourhood every winter. 
The Kuang-jen Tang, which not only pro- 
vides a refuge and education for the street 
Arabs, but helps young widows to remain 
true to their former lords, receives an 
annual grant of 300 piculs of rice, and a 
similar establishment at Lukou Chiao, 
which is largely supported by private 
generosity, has been allotted an allowance 
of 400 piculs of rice. Two other institu- 
tions which afford a warm refuge and a 
meal a day to the shivering and hungry 
population of the capital receive 300 piculs 
of rice each. All these establishments are 
to be opened on the 16th of November. 


21st October. 


RECOMMENDATIONS IN FAVOUR OF MILITARY 
OFFICERS SERVING UNDER THE VICEROY LI. 


The Viceroy Li draws special attention 
to the services rendered at Port Arthur, 
Talien Bay, and Weihaiwei by the follow- 
ing military officials: Sung Ch‘ing, the 
Military Commander-in-chief of Szechuan ; 
Liu Shéng-hsiu, the Brigadier General of 
Hopeh in Honan; Huang Shih-lin, who 
holds the brevet rank of Commander-in- 
Chief, and a Lieutenant-Colonel named 
Chang Weén-hsiian, all of whum have been 
most active in constructing forts and in 
pressing on coast defence preparations 
generally. Sung-ch‘ing is recommended 
to the Board for the bestowal of a 
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special reward, and it is asked that 
buttons of the first class should be con- 
ferred upon the two other officers men- 
tioned. Three other officials who receive 
special mention are Kung Chao-yii, an 
expectant Taotai who has been in charge 
of the works connected with the dock at 
Port Arthur, Wu Ting-pin, who has 
superintended the construction of forts on 
Ta-lien Bay, and Lo Féng-lu, an expectant 
Taotai connected with the Naval depart- 
ment at Tientsin, all of whom are to 
receive three steps of commutative rank. 


22nd October. 
No papers of interest. 


23rd October. 


DEATH OF MA JU-LUNG, ONE OF THE 
MOST PROMINENT ACTORS IN THE PANTHAY 
REBELLION. , 


A Decree published to-day notices the 
death of Ma Ju-lung, the Mahometan 
leader who played such a prominent part 
in the Panthay rebellion, first, in command 
of his co-religionists against the Chinese 
troops, and later on, as a supporter of the 
Imperial cause in company with the late 
Viceroy Ts‘én Yii-ying. He is credited 
with having originated a plan for conciliat- 
ing the Chinese and Mahometan population 
of Yiinnan and with having exercised an in- 
fluence for good over the great mass of his 
fellow-believers. WhentheSultan, Tu Wén- 
hsin, attacked Yiinnan Fu, MaJu-lung twice 
came to the rescue of the city, slaughtering 
the rebel leaders and capturing many of 
their followers. First and last, he was 
instrumental in killing over 10,000 of the 
enemy, and in his own person practically 
decided the fate of Yinnan. For these 
magnificent services he was promoted to be 
Commander-in-Chief of Yiinnan, and was 
subsequently transferred in a similar capa- 
city to Hunan where, in 1878, he obtained 
permission to return to his native province 
and retire into private life. His death was. 
caused by a wound which he received dur- 
ing the Mahometan rebellion. The high- 
est honours accorded to a Commander-in- 
Chief are to be paid to his memory, in- 
cluding the erection of atemple in Yiinnan 
Fu, and the compilation of a biographical 
record of his military exploits. His son, 
Ma Kuang-hui, who was degraded some 
time ago while serving as a Taotai in 
Szechuan, is to be restored to his former 
rank. 


24th October. 


To-day’s Gazette opens with an Imperial 
Decree fixing the amount of grain to be 
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issued to each of the various soupkitchens 
and refuges in Peking. 
; OFFICERS FOR FORMOSA. 

Shao Yu-lien would respectfully call at- 
tention to the fact that while the duties 
that fall to his lot as Governor of Formosa 
are arduous and of great importance, 
his personal ability is of no very high 
order, so that day and night he is in 
a state of fear lest he should prove un- 
equal to the task of administering the 
multifarious affairs of that solitary isle 
of the sea. When as is the case with a 
newly established province there are so 
many matters to look after, it is very essen- 
tial that the talent employed should be 
the best obtainable, but as regards Formosa 
it is extremely difficult. to get men to go 
there. The Fukien Provincial Establish- 
ment is supposed to supply candidates for 
the vacancies as they occur, but it almost 
invariably happens that the good men 
shuffle outof it and the result is that nothing 
but the rift-raff and loafers can be induced 
to face the distant journey across the sea 
and the trying climate. For these reasons 
memorialist would venture to submit the 
names of six officers at present serving in 
provinces on the mainland who are known 
to him to be good, capablemen, with a 
request that the necessary instructions be 
issued ordering them to Formosa to lend 
him their assistance in his difficult task. 
Their names are Ku Chao-hi, late Salt Tao- 
tai, Shansi, Chiang Ssu-t‘ung, an Anhui 
Expectant Prefect, Hu Ch‘un-chih, an 
expectant Department Magistrate attached 
to the Kiangsu establishment, Wang-jui, 
Yeh I-shen, expectant Magistrates of the 
same province, and Teng Chia-chén, an 
ofticer of the same rank in Kueichow. 


25th October. 
SUICIDE OF A CHIHHSIEN. 


The Governor of Honan reports the death 
by opium poisoning of Kuo Ping-hsin, late 
Acting Magistrate of the Yenching district. 
It appears that after laying down the 
acting appointment it was found that some 
of his cash was short, and while endeavour- 
ing to settle with his successor a sudden 
fit of depression seized him which led him 
to take opium. Allattemptsto bring him 
round proved ineffectual and he died about 
twelve hours after swallowing the drug. 
An inquest has been duly held and orders 
have been issued to recover the amount 
deficient from his family. 


CHANGE OF DOMICILE. 


Kang-I reports that he has received the 
following communication from the Board 
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of Rites. ‘‘The question whether T‘ao 
Chi-chow, the son of T‘ao Mao-sen, a 
Brigade-General who enrolled himself as a 
resident in the Chiiping district of Kiangsu, 
shoud be permitted to go up for an exami- 
nation as a student belonging to that 
district has been referred to the Board, as 
there would seem to be some doubt as to 
whether this change of domicile on the 
part of the father was in order or not. 
T‘ao Mao-sen is a native of Ihsien, Kuangsi, 
and was formerly General of the Yen-sui 
Brigade, Shensi. According to his own 
statement Chiihung, the district in which 
he has enrolled himself, was only a place to 
which his duties took him during a cam- 
paign against the rebels and as such could 
not be regarded in the same light as a 
locality in which he had held a substantive 
post. As this, however, is a matter in 
which the Board cannot move of its own 
accord the Governor is recommended to 
lay a statement of the case before the 
Throne.” A report has now been received 
from the magistrate of the district in 
question which states that according to 
law every applicant amongst the merchants 
and people for enrolment in a district must 
have resided or held land in such district 
for a term of twenty years and the autho- 
rities in the district from which he came 
are to be notified so that there can be no 
going up for examination from two different 
places. It is also laid down that Generals, 
Colonels and other military officers shall 
not be permitted to purchase land in the 
district in which they hold their appoint- 
ments, and should they go into mourning 
or retire from the public service they must 
not take up their permanent residence in 
such districts. All cases in which pro- 
perty may have come into their hands 
otherwise than by purchase, or in which 
they themselves having died their fa- 
milies are unable to return home, must 
be referred to the direct consideration 
of the Throne. In the present instance 
T‘ao Mao-sen in the 6th year of Hsien 
Feng was campaigning in Kiangnan along 
with his younger brother, a sergeant named 
T‘ao Mao-kuang. In that year the brother 
died in battle and was buried at Chiihung, 
where the grave is kept up and sacrifices 
offered to his memory. In the 3rd year 
of T‘ungchih T‘ao Mao-sen bought a 
piece of land and a house there and has 
been paying taxes regularly for over twenty 
years, so that when Tao Chi-chow, his son, 
applied for permission to go up for examina- 
tion as from that district the magistrate 
was under the impression that there was no 
objection against his doingso. As the 
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Board however does not feel competent 
to sanction this on on its own authority, 
memorialist would in accordance with the 
regulations submit the case for the con- 
sideration of the Throne.—Granted. 


HORSES FOR THE IMPERIAL STABLES 


The acting Military Governor of Ili, 
Fulemingé, would call attention to the fact 
that Ili is a great horse-producing country 
and that itis part of his duties to supply the 
Imperial stables with picked steeds. Ever 
since the military operations in that region, 
however, not only has it been difficult to 
secure animals shapely and well-bred, but 
horses of a quiet and docile disposition are 
likewise very rare. Memorialist has after 
a good deal of trouble succeeded in selecting 
eight horses which although not. of the 
highest class seem to him pretty fair animals, 
and these he is sending down by easy stages 
in charge of a military officer. 


26th October. 


ATTEMPT AT INSURRECTION AMONGST THE 
MIAOTZE. 

At Hsiachiangt‘ing in the Lip‘ing Pre- 
fecture of Kueichow there is an exten- 
sive colony of ‘‘uncivilised”” Miaotze 
whose disposition is a mixture of simplicity 
and daring. In former years they were 
rather an unruly people to manage but 
they had gradually been brought under 
control and were pursuing their avocations 
in peace when in the 6th moon of the 

resent year a report was received that the 
Miaotze at Chiach‘echai were going to 
create a disturbance. The facts of the 
case would seem to be these. The grain 
stored in the public granary had been 
privately made use of by some of the 
Miaotze until there was none left. The 
Sub-Prefect sent some of his officers 
to make enquiry into the matter, and 
when they had done their work, certain 
others, who gave themselves out to be 
official employés, attempted to levy black- 
mail. These proceedings raised a spirit of 
distrust amongst the Miaotze and this was 
taken advantage of by some scoundrel who 
exhibited a foreign lantern inthe ‘‘ chai” to 
a large crowd of them by night. In the 
reflection of the lantern they saw men 
armed with swords and spears, and coming 
to the conclusion that these were super- 
natural beings specially sent to their aid 
they passed the word round by means of a 
wooden token and incited the Miaotze of 
the other ‘‘chais” to join them in a com- 
mon insurrection. TheSub-Prefect sent one 
of his subordinates who was well acquainted 
with their disposition and customs to issue 
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a proclamation and endeavour to calm them 
down. The Miaotze however opposed his 
entrance into the ‘‘chai” by force and 
expressed a determination to adhere to 
their purpose of having a general rising. 
To guard against this, troops were at once 
sent for and the Sub-Prefect removed from 
his post. An expectant District Magistrate 
was sent to take his place with instructions 
to endeavour to prevent a general outbreak. 
He does not however appear to have been 
successful, as news has just been received 
that they intend to attack the prefectural 
city. More troops have been despatched 
to aid the authorities and it is hoped 
that the rebels may be speedily brought 
into subjection. 


SUCCESSION TO HEREDITARY RANK. 


The son of an official of the 8th degree 
of hereditary rank who does not intend to 
pursue a military career asks for permis- 
sion to be allowed to wear the button of 
his rank when going up for his civil exami- 
nations. It appears that he can do so if 
he chooses to forego the pay attached to 
the title.—The Board of War is directed to 
consider and report. 


27th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Rites has presented a me- 
morial requesting that some mark of our 
approval be bestowed on Weng F‘ung- 
chiieh, late Governor of Hupeh, who set 
apart over one thousand mow of land for 
the benefit of his clan. Such action on his 
part appears to us most praiseworthy and 
we hereby direct that an Imperial tablet 
be bestowed on the family of the deceased. 


FREIGHT ON COPPER. 
The Governor of Hupeh reports that he 
has shipped by steamer from Hankow 
515,000 catties of copper which has come 
down in charge of a deputy from Yiinnan 
and is destined for Peking. The freight 
payable on the same, namely Tis. 1,800, 

has been paid by the Provincial Treasury. 


28th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

A memorial has been presented by Hsii 
Chen-i reporting that the Shuang Kiang 
term has passed and nothing to cause 
anxiety has taken place on the Yellow 
River. 

We have observed that throughout the 
whole of this year the rainfall on the upper 
river has been but slight and hence 
the waters have been able to follow the 
usual channel and none of the disastrous 
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outbreaks so common in late years 
have occurred. Thisclearly shows that 
the spirits have lent us their secret aid 
and to them alone is to be attributed 
this immunity trom harm. As a token 
of our gratitude We send Hsii Chen-i 
ten sticks of Tibetan incense which he is 
to burn on our behalf at the shrines of the 
spirit of the river. All concerned will 
continue to display unwearied vigilance 
and relax no precautions to guard against 
any mishap. A list of promotions and 
rewards for those who have distinguished 
themselves during the last two years is 
appended. 


No further documents of interest. 


29th October. 


To-day’s Gazette contains an Imperial 
Decree similar to that of yesterday in 
response to a memorial of Fujun, the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung, in which the Emperor 
again expresses his deep sense of gratitude 
to the higher powers. He likewise directs 
that ten sticks of Tibetan incense be sent 
to Fujun together with an Imperial tablet 
to be hung up in the Ta Wang temple. 


CLEARING UP A FALSE CHARGE. 


Wu Wen-liang, a literary graduate and 
a salt merchant in the Ch‘ient‘ang district, 
Kiangsu, was some time ago accused of 
doing away with one of his employés. The 
circumstances are as follows: Wu’s father, 
Wu Hsien-fu, and a man named Li Yii-shao 
jointly farmed the salt supply of the 
Ch‘ingp‘u district and established a shop 
in the Ch‘ingp‘u district city where they 
sold the salt. In the course of time both 
Wu the elder and Li departed this life and 
Wu Wen-liang took over his father’s share 
of the business, Li’s wife, Li Chu-shih, 
deputing Li Hung-chen, a cousin of her late 
husband, to manage her share. She also 
introduced a man named Wang Hsi-jen to 
assist in the managing of the accounts. 
The partnership was duly registered and 
a licence taken out. In the 9th moon of 
the 14th year of Kuang Hsii, Wang Hsi-jen 
went home and stayed away a very con- 
siderable time. This led Wu Wen-liang 
to ask Liif he he knew the reason of Wang’s 
prolonged absence. Li, who was at the 
time half seas over, replied that Wang was 
not Wu’s assistant and that Wu need not 
interfere in his affairs. Wu, who was very 
much annoyed at the way in which Li spoke 
to him, gave him a good talking to and the 
matter ended. Later on, however, fearing 
that such conduct would prove subversive 
of all discipline and knowing that Li was 
a dissipated youth who was not particular 
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as to where he got money to defray the 
cost of his amusements, he wrote to Li 
Chii-shih and suggested that she replace Li 
Hung-chen by two other of her relatives on 
whom more reliance could be placed. This: 
arrangement was with the consent of the 
Salt Commissioner duly carried into effect 
and Li Hung-chén was dismissed. On the 
afternoon of the 19th day of the 10th moon 
Li with a friend went to a certain tea-shop 
where they fell in with another man named 
Wu, who induced them to adjourn to 
the T‘aiho restaurant where they spent a. 
convivial evening ; after which they separat- 
ed and each took his own way home. 
As Li did not return home either that night 
or next morning enquiries were made as to 
his whereabouts, and his dead body was 
eventually discovered in the city moat 
outside the South Gate. Wu Wen-liang 
at once reported the matter and wrote to 
Li Chu-shih informing her of the facts of 
the case. The latter, however, had her 
suspicions and concluded that Wu not con- 
tent with driving out Li, was in some way 
responsible for his death. She according-. 
ly lodged a charge against Wu at the 
magistracy. An inquest was held and the 
matter investigated, with the result that no. 
proof was obtainable as to how Li had met 
his death. The magistrate however hear- | 
ing that outside gossip had it that he was 
using his influence to protect a wealthy 
salt merchant, asked that the case be reheard 
by the Prefect of the Provincial capital. 
Wu was deprived of his literary button and 
the whole matter was againthoroughly sifted 
with the same result. No proof could be 
obtained implicating Wu, and therelatives of 
the deceased came to the conclusion that 
they had better look for the guilty parties 
elsewhere. Memorialist finds that Li Chu- 
shih’s suspicions were not unnatural, seeing 
that Wu had been the cause of Li Hung- 
chen’s dismissal, and considers that no 
punishment need be inflicted on her. Wu 
was doubtless right in trying to exercise 
control over Li but was not justified in 
striking him as he appears to have done. 
Seeing, however, that he has already been 
deprived of his button his case need not 
be further considered. 


30th October. 
DEATH OF MA JU-LUNG. 


Wang Wén-shao reports that a deputa- 
tion of several of the leading men in Yiin- 
nan has addressed him with regard to the 
death of Ma Ju-lung, and asked him to 
take steps to secure some mark of Imperial 
favour in honour of the memory of that 
illustrious officer. Ma, who belongs to an 
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old Mahometan family, was, when the Ma- 
hometan rebellion broke out in 1858, rather 
undecided as to which side he should adopt 
and for a time fought with the rebels. In 
the tirst year of T‘ung Chih, however, he de- 
cided to throw in his lot with the Imperia- 
lists and came to the provincial capital to 
tender his services, whereupon as a mark 
of Imperial favour he was appointed to the 
command of the Holi Brigade. When in 
the next year Tu Wen-hsin, the renowned 
leader of the Western Mahometans, took 
the provincial capital and put the Governor 
P‘au-to to death, it was Ma who recaptured 
the city and drove out the rebels, inflicting 
a severe defeat on them. 


In the 7th year of T‘ung Chih, Tu 
Wen-hsin again laid siege to the provincial 
capital with a large force, and for more 
than a year Ma never laid off his armour 
by day or night although dangerously 
wounded by a cannon-ball; so zealously 
did he co-operate with the Governor Tsén 
Yii-ying in his endeavours to hold the 
town. During the course of the siege two 
generals under the latter related to him- 
self were hatching a plot for treacherously 
handing over the town to the enemy, 
but the moment he got wind of their 
intention he put them to death without 
the slightest c ompunction and shortly after- 
wards succeeded in raising the siege. When 
he first came over to the Imperial side 
men said that he would ere long show signs 
of treachery, but the most complete refuta- 
tion of such an accusation is furnished by 
his actions. Had he had any sympathy 
with the rebel cause it is hardly to be 
expected that he would have inflicted 
such severe defeats on them and displayed 
such consistency of conduct throughout the 
campaign. Mewmorialist, when Governor 
of Hunan, knew Ma, who had been trans- 
ferred from Yiinnan to that province, 
very intimately, and only shortly before his 
death received a letter from him stating 
that he expected to yet over the illness 
which the old wound received in the 
Mahometan campaign had brought on. 
But this was not te be and he never rose 
again from his couch; just before death 
set in he pointed to the sore and told his 
children that as he had given his life for 
his country so he expected them to follow 
in his footsteps. 


It would be out of place for memorialist 
to suggest in what way his services should 
be recugnised and all he can do is to heartily 
endorse the petition presented by the gentry, 
copy of which he encloses. —Decree issued 
separately. 
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In a separate annex Wang Wén-shao 
states that the Board of Civil Office 
degraded the eldest son of Ma Ju-lung, an 
expectant Taotai attached to the Szechuan 
establishment, because while on the way to 
his post he went out of his way to visit his 
father and thus exceeded the limit of time 
given him within which to report himself. 
Memorialist does not for a moment dispute 
the justice of the action taken by the 
Board but under the exceptional circums- 
tances of the case would venture to ask 
that the Emperor be graciously pleased to 
restore him to his former rank.—Decree 
will follow. 

: 31st October. 
HONOURS TO A NONAGENARIAN OFFICIAL. 


The Emperor acknowledges the receipt 
of a memorial which has been submitted to 
the Throne by the Governor of Kiangsi 
drawing His Majesty’s attention to the 
case of an aged official who is now living 
at his native place in that province. The 
officer in question, Sung Yen-ch‘un, was 
formerly Lieutenant-Governor of Yiinnan 
and acted for some time as Governor- 
General of that and the adjacent province 
of Kueichow. Sixty years have passed since 
he gained the Metropolitan degree and he 
is now entitled to the rare distinction 
ef attending for the second time the 
banquet given to the successful candi- 
dates. Recently, when he was the recipient 
of a similar honour in connection with 
the chi jéu degree, the Emperor conferred 
upon him the title of Junior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent, and as a further mark 
of the Imperial favour, Sung Yen-ch‘un, 
who is in his ninetieth year, has been 
created Grand Guardian of the Heir Ap- 
parent, 

SCARCITY OF BOOKS IN SHENSI. 


The Literary Chancellor of Shensi men- 
tions that there is a great dearth of classical 
books in that province and that few blucks 
for printing them now exist. The books 
used by the aspirants to literary honours 
are nearly all brought overland from the 
South and the cost of transport greatly 
enhances the price. Many of the poorer 
scholars are obliged to make use of books 
printed locally in which the texts of the 
classics are either abbreviated or full of 
errors. In more distant parts of the 
provinces even the mutilated editions are 
not procurable. Last year the memorialist 
consulted the Governor with a view to 
devising a remedy for this state of things. 
As a result, they raised by voluntary sub- 
scriptions a sum of T]s 10,000, the interest 
on which is to be devoted to printing 
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classical works from approved texts. The 
undertaking is to be conducted under 
the supervision of the Principal of one of 
the local colleges, aided by a number of 
assistants. The memorialist wishes to 
place what has been done in the matter 
on official record in order that the scheme 
may become one of permanent utility. 


1st November. 
RELIEF OF SHIPWRECKED COREANS. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
arrival within his jurisdiction of three 
members of the crew of a shipwrecked 
Corean vessel. From a report submitted 
to the Governor by the Magistrate of the 
Chinhai district it appears that a native 
vessel which trades between Ningpo and 
Tientsin fell in with a dismasted junk 
floating about on the open sea. On ap- 
proaching the floating object it was found 
that there were three men on it all of whom 
were taken on board the Chinese vessel. 
They wore their hair long and had it 
twisted in a coil on the top of their head. 
Their trousers and dress were short and 
they had sandals on their feet. Their 
language being unintelligible, it was 
impossible to hold communication with 
them except by signs. One of them had 
a very slight acquaintance with the Chinese 
character, but could not write. Subse- 
quently, they produced little square bamboo 
tablets on which were inseribed their names 
and ages. Oue of them was called Liu Liang- 
shih and was fifty-four years of age. The 
other two were aged twenty-five and tweuty 
respectively. Being asked to what country 
they belonged, they were unable to make 
any reply, and when shown the characters 
for Loochoo and Japan, they shook their 
head in a dissentient manner, but when 
Corea was written for them, they nodded 
their assent. They were further questioned 
as to the Prefecture and District from 
which they came, but nothing was elicited. 
By means of signs they conveyed the in- 
formation that they had started a crew of 
ten, of whom seven had been drowned. 
They were comfortably provided with food, 
lodging and clothing, and sent forward 
under escort to the provincial capital. The 
Governor intimates his intention of send- 
ing them under charge of an officer to 
Peking whence they will be despatched to 
their country. 


2nd November. 


ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF THE FAMILY CLAN. 


Wéng MUsin-ts‘un, who was a Grand 
Secretary and a scholar of great reputation 
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in the early part of the present century, 
impressed upon his sons the great im- 
portance of establishing a family property on 
the system advocated by Fang Ch‘ung-yen, 
the celebrated scholar and statesman of the 
Sung dynasty. The Grand Secretary’s son, 
Wéng T‘ung-chiio, carefully bore in mind 
his father’s advice, and when he rose to be 
Governor of Hupeh, he saved a portion of 
his salary and allowances for a number of 
years in order to give practical effect to the 
suggestion. Unfortunately, however, he 
died at his post before he could carry out 
his intentions, and it has been left to his 
son, who is an expectant Prefect, to fulfil 
the wishes so long cherished by his father 
and grandfather. He has accordingly pur- 
chased at his native place in Chékiang 
1,000 mow of ground at a cost of Tls. 8,458, 
and on this he has erected a homestead 
containing 26 chien of buildings. Regul- 
ations have been drawn up for the manage- 
ment of the estate, the profits derived 
from which are to be devoted to the support 
and education of all deserving members 
of the ancestral clan. Ordinary persons 
who give a donation of Tls. 1,000 or up- 
wards in land or grain for the benefit of 
their poor relatives receive permission to 
erect a portal in their own honour bearing 
an inscription commemorating their bene- 
volence. During the last twenty or thirty 
years, however, there have been several 
instances where officials of high rank who 
have made liberal provision for the mem- 
bers of their clan, have been granted an 
Imperial tablet with an inscription written 
by the Emperor. The latest cases of the 
kind are those of Hsii Kéng-shén and Hsit 
Yung-i, both high officials and Chékiang 
men, still living. It is suggested that the 
principle of making a distinction in favour 
of high officials might be extended to 
Wéng T‘ung-chiio whose untimely death 
preyented him from realising the object he 
had cherished through life.— Rescript grant- 
ing an Imperial tablet already published. 


3rd November. 
MILITARY REORGANISATION AT NANKING. 


The Viceroy at Nanking acknowledges 
the receipt, on the 3rd of October last, of 
an Imperial Decree commanding him to 
adopt energetic measures for the purpose 
of eradicating the long-standing abuses 
connected with the naval and military 
administration of the provinces within his 
jurisdiction. In reply, the memorialist 
explains that the matter has been receiving 
his earnest attention ever since he entered 
upon the duties of his post in April last, 
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and adds that he has constantly pressed 
upon the naval and military commanders 
with whom he has been brought in contact 
the importance of improving the discipline 
of the troops and of securing efficiency 
together with the abolition of the cor- 
rupt practices hitherto so prevalent in the 
service. The valley of the Yangtze is the 
resort of disbanded soldiers and _ the 
criminal members of secret societies whose 
doings are carried on with great secrecy 
and require to be carefully watched. Hsii- 
chou and Haichou in particular, which 
form the meeting ground of three provinces, 
are infested by brigands, whose movements 
defy all attempts at apprehension. It is 
quite possible that the army comprises 
some members of confederated societies and 
other characters bent upon stirring up 
mischief. The commanding officers have 
all received instructions to keep a sharp 
look out, and if they notice anything of a 
suspiciousnature, totakestringent measures 
of repression. The adoption of regulations, 
however excellent, is of little practical value 
unless the proper men can be found to carry 
them out. The memorialist has, there- 
fore, determined to make some changes in 
the commanding officers. The Commodore 
of T‘ai Hu, Li Hsin-yen, who is by no 
means an efficient officer, has been replaced 
by Chu Hung-chang, an ofticer who hoids 
the brevet rank of Commander-in-Chief 
and was formerly Brigadier General of the 
Holi district in Yiinnan. I Chih-chung, 
the General at Chinkiang, though an officer 
of distinction, is not competent to perform 
the important duties devolving upon him 
ata Treaty Port, and he has accordingly 
been transferred to Chiangp‘u, his place 
at Chinkiang being taken by Li Chan- 
ch‘un, who was formerly Brigadier General 
of the Tingchou district in Fukien and 
who is an officer possessed of much bravery 
and experience. The Commander in charge 
of the forts at Kiangyin, Liu Tsé-hsii, is 
a man of no great weight or reputation, 
and he has been recalled to the provincial 
capital, his place being taken by Ch‘én 
Chi-hsiang, an officer holding the rank of 
Commander-in-Chief and endowed with 
capacity and experience, who is now 
stationed in command of two battalions 
of troops at Shanghai. The appoint- 
ment at the latter place has been con- 
ferred upon Yang Chin-lung, a soldier 
of unusual courage and ability. The 
memorialist hopes that these movements 
may, to some extent, improve the discipline 
in the army and conduce to the tranquillity 
of the country, the two objects which the 
Emperor is so anxious to attain, 
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TROUBLES WITH NATIVE TRIBES IN YUNNAN. 

The Viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichow 
gives an account of certain raiding expedi- 
tions conducted by the Sha tribes in the pre- 
fectures of Kuangnan and Kuanghsi in the 
province of Yiinnan. The aborigines in this 
tract of country are divided into numerous 
tribes, some of which are peaceful enough, 
but the majority of whom are too stupid to 
make a living by honest means and have 
long practised raiding as a profession. The 
aborigines in the Ch‘iupei district under 
the leadership of Lu Yi-sung have com- 
mitted depredations on the Chinese settlers 
in the neighbourhood for a series of years, 
and frequent complaints of their outrageous 
behaviour have been lodged with the local 
authorities. The locality adjoins the pro- 
vince of Kuangsi, and the depredators 
are no sooner dislodged in one place 
than they betake themselves to another. 
During the second moon of the present 
year a report was received from the 
Magistrate of Shihtsung stating that Lu 
Yi-sung had appeared in the district with 
a following of 300 men and w.s committing 
the gravest outrages against both life and 
property. A day or two later his following 
had increased to five or six hundred men 
and an attack was threatened upon the 
district town. <A force of troops was sent 
to oppose their progress, and after a con- 
test, the aborigines took refuge in an 
empty house where they made preparations 
for standing a siege. One of the prominent 
actorson the side of the aborigines was shot 
through a hole mn the wall, and two of the 
inmates were made prisoners. According to 
their depositions, the object of the present 
movement was to test the strength of the 
new Magistrate. On receiving news of the 
rising the Viceroy despatched a body of 
300 soldiers under the command of a Briga- 
dier General to check the insurgents, who 
by this time numbered over a thousand 
strong and were harrying the whole coun- 
try. The General’s small force was closely 
hemmed in by the aborigines, and rein- 
forcements had to be sent to his assistance. 
The Imperial forces altogether numbered 
840 men divided into two battalions, and 
preparations were made for a fresh 
onslaught upon the enemy. A skirmish 
took place in which four of the Imperialists 
were killed and twenty others wounded. 
Lu Yi-sung entrenched himself in an al- 
most inaccessible position on the border- 
land to the west of of Kuangsi and the 
North of Tongking. It was feared that 
he might succeed in making the place 
impregnable and might render himself 
a source of great trouble on the frontier. 


In the end, however, he was dislodged 
and forced to retreat across the border 
into Kuangsi, where he intrenched him- 
self at a place called Nalao in the Hsi- 
lin district. High rewards having been 
offered for his capture, he was arrested 
and sent into the Chinese camp, whence he 
was transmitted to the Viceroy, by whose 
orders he was instantly decapitated. Mea- 
sures have been taken for restoring tran- 
quillity in the district, those of the abori- 
gines who had fled from their homes 
being brought back and induced to resume 
their former vocations. 


4th November. 
No papers of interest. 


5th November. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO DECEASED 
GENERAL. 


The Governor of Honan submits an ap- 
plication which has been signed by a 
number of influential gentry in the pro- 
vince for permission to erect memorial 
temples to Chiang Tung-ts‘ai, formerly 
Brigadier-General of Liangchou in Kansu. 
The deceased officer was a native of Po- 
chou in Anhui, and left his home when 
the Taiping rebellion broke out, to do 
service for his country. His native dis- 
trict suffered terribly at the hands of the 
rebels and over 200 members of his 
clan totally disappeared. Though a com- 
paratively young man at the time, Chiang 
Tung-ts‘ai showed great enthusiasm in 
the Imperial cause and raised a force of 
volunteers to oppose the invaders. During 
the siege of Pochou, he spent his private 
fortune in providing supplies for his little 
force, and when provisions ran short, he 
fed his men on the flesh of horses and 
mules. Through his exertions the siege 
was eventually raised and he obtained his 
first military advancement on the recom- 
mendation of the Governor of the province, 
Ying Hau. His exploits during a campaign 
which lasted several yedrs practically 
saved Honan from becoming a prey to 
the rebels, and the close of his life 
was devoted to rescuing the province 
from the inundation. caused by the 
breach in the Yellow River at Chéng- 
chou. His memory is cherished with 
a feeling of gratitude throughout the 
whole province, and to meet the wishes of 
the people on the subject, it is suggested 
that permission may be granted for erect- 
ing temples to his memory both in Po- 
chou and in the provincial capital. —Decree 
already published, 
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6th November. 
DEATH UF THE GOVERNOR OF SHANSI. 


Decree. Liu Jui-ch‘i, the Governor of 
Shansi, entered official life as a member of 
the Hanlin Academy and gradually rose 
to be, first a Taotai, and then Governor 
of a province. He evinced great zeal in 
the discharge of his official duties. The 
news of his death has caused Us deep pain, 
and as a mark of Our favour, We command 
that he receive all the posthumous honours 
accorded by precedent to the Governor of 
a province, and that all the penalties in- 
curred during his official career may be 


remitted. 
7th November. 
APPOINTMENT. 


K‘uei Chiin, Governor of Shansi. 
No papers of interest. 


8th November. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

The Newu Fu has asked that we appoint 
certain officers to perform the customary 
sacrificial rites at this season. We accord- - 
ingly direct the dukes of Hai, En, Po and 
the Marquis of Ying to perform the 
sacrifices to the spirits of rain, thunder, 
wind and clouds ; the Grand Secretary Fu 
will proceed to the temple of the horse_ 
spirit while Pak‘o-tan Fu will proceed to 
that of the god of fire. The rites in honour 
of the tutelary spirits of the inner and 
outer city will be executed by Chung Kuang 
and Hai Hsii. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

1. Sun-Chi, Governor of Shunt‘ien Fu. 

2. Wang Lien, Provincial Judge, Hunan. 

3. Hu P‘in-chih, Provincial Treasurer, 
Shansi. 


HONOURS CONFERRED. 

Jung Kuei of the Bordered Yellow Banner 
and Anhsinga of the Plain Red Banner 
are hereby accorded permission to ride 
within the precincts of the Purple 
Forbidden City (i.e. Imperial Palace). 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Li Hung-chang has reported to us that 
the season of the autumn freshets has 
passed over without any mishap occurring 
on the Yellow River in the Tungming 
district. This we consider to be another 
token of the secret aid of the divine powers 
for which we are deeply grateful and we 
hereby order that ten sticks of Tibetan 
incense be transmitted to Li Hung-chang. 
This incense he will hand to Lo Chin-wen, 
Intendent of the Pa Shun-kuang Circuit 
who will reverently proceed to the shrines’ 
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of the Pa wang at Lilienchuang, Kaotsun 
and Huangchuang and there burn the 
same on our behalf. 


MALVERSATION OF JUSTICE. 


Yii-lu reports that in the 5th moon of 
the present year it came to his ears that 
there had been a case of beating to death 
in the T‘iehling District which the Magis- 
trate concerned, Ch‘en Shih-yiin, had not 
immediately made it his business to inves- 
tigate, he having allowed himself to be 
persuaded by the family of the deceased 
into hushing the matter up. Memori- 
alist was on the point of sending a deputy 
to enquire into the matter when a woman 
Feng Chang-shih belonging to one of the 
banners came and complained that her 


son Feng Kuang-en had beeu beaten to | 


death by Li Chan-ch‘un and five others 
and that although the matter had been 
reported at the Magistracy no inquest had 
been held as the delinquents had been 
able to successfully square a yamén 
clerk named Fung-ling. On receipt of 
this intelligence Wei Yiieh an expectant 
Chihsien was at once directed to proceed 
to Tiehling and have the culprits arrested. 
Prior to his arrival however Li Chan Ch‘un 
had succeeded in hiding the dead body of 
Feng Kuang-en and when examined denied 
all knowledge of the matter. Hereupon 
memorialist gave instructions for the case 
to be transferred to the provincial capital 
and for the magistrate to be suspended. 
A month was given him within which to find 
the body, but as up till now he has failed to 
do soand has not written a line of a report 
on the matter, memorialist would request 
permission to at once degrade him. The case 
can then be fully investigated and the 
offending parties duly punished.— Request 
granted. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOUR. 


Li Hung-chang reports that the Famine 
Relief Committee inform him that in the 
spring of the present year Ch‘en Ch‘in- 
ming, late Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsu 
and Minister to England and France, 
but at the time on sick leave at his 
home in Fukien, had converted some of 
his property into money and forwarded the 
sun obtained namely Tis. 5,000 to Tientsin 
for distribution in the distressed districts, 
He stated at the time that this was done 
with no object of seeking reward on his own 
account, but as he has since departed this 
life, the committee have requested memo- 
rialist to ask that posthumous rank of the 
first class be bestowed om -him.—Request 
granted. 
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9th November. 
IMPERIAL EDICT, 


A Censor named Pangsi has to-day 
presented us with a memorial to the form 
of which we take great exception. This 
being one of the periods during which 
embroidered robes are to be worn [the 
allusion is to the birthday of the Empress 
Dowager] the memorial ought to have 
borne on its face a yellow strip con- 
taining the name and official rank of memo- 
rialist in large characters commencing on 
the same level as those inside. This was 
wanting as were likewise the character 
7'sou (memorial) on the face and date on 
the last leaf. The Board is hereby directed 
to decide as to what punishment shall be 
meted out to Pangsi for these grave 
breaches of etiquette. The Yamén con- 
cerned is ordered to consider the subject 
matter of the memorial, which deals with 
the inefficiency of the Police service round 
the capital, and report. 


APPOINTMENT. 
Shuang Fu to be intendant of the Feng- 
Ying Liu-ssu circuit, Anhui. 
VIOLENT HAILSTORMS IN SHENSI. 


The Governor of Shensi refers to his 
previous memorial announcing the severe 
hailstorms with which certain districts of 
his province were afflicted in the 6th and 
7th moons of the present year and has 
now to add thereto the following reports 
which he has received from the Department, 
Magistrate of Sui-té and the Chang-wu 
Chihsien. On the 17th of September these 
two districts were visited with a severe 
storm of rain and wind succeeded by a 
hailstorm which covered the ground with 
hailstones one or two inches deep. At 
Nuan Shui-kow 1,577 ch‘ing of standing 
corn were ruined and all hopes of an 
autumn harvest wrecked. At Liu Chia- 
kou 638 ch‘ing suffered severely ; the hemp 
and black bean crops being completely 
destroyed, but some ten to twenty per cent. 
of the kaoliang and millet enceping injury, 
In the N.E. section of the Changwu 
district the damage done, which extended 
over an area of some ten miles, was rather 
difficult. to estimate as some portions were 
not so hardly dealt with as others. Roughly 
speaking of wheat and sesamum about ten 
to twenty per cent. remain standing while 
of millet and kaoliang some fifty to sixty 
per cent. escaped injury. A report has also 
been received from the Shen Mu-hsien in 
Yulin Prefecture stating that on the 17th 
and 25th of September hailstones of the size 
of dates or chestnuts covered the ground to 
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the depth of several inches. With the ex- 
ception of two villages, whose crops still 
show about ten per cent of standing grain, 
the tract of land between Chang Chia- 
hien and Machia-t‘an, some 35 li broad 
by 15 li wide, has not one single upright 
stalk to show. At K‘angchiachai a 
thunderbolt brought down an overhanging 
cliff which buried beneath it three farm la- 
bourers. 

Asmilar tale of disaster comes from 
other parts of the same district but the 
damage done has not as yet been fully 
ascertained. Memorialist would venture 
to submit that this second calamity follow- 
ing so closely on the devastation from 
similar causes in the 7th moon is deeply 
to be deplored and he has instructed the 
higher officials to proceed in person to the 
scenes of distress and make the necessary 


arrangement for relieving the sufferers. They | 


likewise have been instructed to determine 
on what basis a remission of taxes ought 
to be made and orders have been given 
for the purchase of seed grain to be 
distributed througheut the distressed 
districts. | It is thus hoped that the poor 
people will be enabled to tide over this 
great misforture which has so unexpectedly 
befallen them. 


PRESUMING ON OFFICIAL POSITION. 


Ma Pei-yao reports that some time ago 
it came to his ears that a certain Wei Chih- 
yiin, 2nd class Assistant Secretary attached 
to the Board of Revenue, at present at home 
on leave, was presuming on his position as 
a Metropolitan official and in various ways 
making himself obnoxious to those about 
him. While memorialist was enquiring into 
this matter a letter reached him from the 
individual in question accusing the .magis- 
trate of the district in which he resided of 
accepting bribes and otherwise abusing 
his office. An officer was deputed to 
secretly investigate the truth of these 
charges which were all found to be without 
foundation. But it was established beyond 
a doubt that Wei Chih-yiin was a notorious- 
ly bad character who was in the habit of 
forcibly appropriating the lands and houses 
of his neighbours and who constantly took 
it upon himself to inflict beatings on such 
as incurred his displeasure. Definite 
charges of such misdoings were brought 
against him by a military graduate Hang 
Hsing-yiian but when these came to 
be investigated by the Kueichow Pre- 
fect he took up the ground that he was 
an official of rank and refused to answer 
all questions. Memorialist accordingly 
asks for permission to immediately degrade 
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him in order that he may be put on trial 
and duly punished. 


10th November. 
MALPRACTICES OF A MILITARY OFFICIAL. 


Ma Ch‘ao-tung, acting General of the 
Yungchow Brigade, Hunan, got to learn 
that Hsieh Shang-yiian, a captain of the 
Ling-tung battalion stationed in a remote 

art of the province on the borders of 

uangtung, was a notorious appropriator 
of public funds and guilty of quite a number 
of malpractices. An officer was detached 
to make a secret investigation into the 
matter and from enquires made on the 
spot it was ascertained that the rumours 
current about Hsieh were all in accordance 
with fact, and a statement was drawn up 
of the more flagrant abuses of which he 
had been guilty. During the five years he 
had held the post, the number of soldiers 
Hsieh had dismissed was very great, he in 
each instance pocketing their pay and 
allowances, and hiring men and horses to 
take their places on review day. Soldiers 
he had dismissed he had reported as dead 
in order to enable him to draw the com- 
passionate allowance the families would 
have been entitled to and if he ever did 
fill up a vacancy he sold it for sums varying 
from five to twenty dollars. His predeces- 
sor left him a sum of money to repair the 
buildings, every cash of which he appro- 
priated, compelling the soldiers to effect the 
necessary repairs out of their own pockets. 
The sums allowed for the purchase of 
stores went the same way and the result is 
that there are almost no arms and am- 
munition left in store. These statements 
were all contirmed by a sergeant of the 
battalion whom the General sent for and 
personally interrogated. He accordingly 
requests Chang Chih-tung to make applica- 
tion to the Throne to have Hsieh Shang- 
yiian immediately degraded and judicially 
examined. In the meantime he has been 


: suspended and an officer sent to act in his 


place. 
11th November. 


DISTURBANCE IN SZECHUAN. 


Liu Ping-chang, Governor-general of 
Szechuan, gives rather an unintelligible 
and meagre account of what he calls a 
rebellion on a small scale in the Wan 
district, which lies in the East of the 
province close to the borders: of the 
Liang Hu. It appears that in the 8th 
moon of the present year the district 
magistrate discovered that plots were being 
hatched by a man named T’sui Ying-ho 
which had for their object an attack on the 
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district city. He was however enabled 
by the light of what he learned to take 
prompt measures for suppressing the in- 
surrection. He was greatly aided in this 
task by being able to use the telegraph 
and thus obtain assistance and advice from 
his superiors. It is not stated how many 
men were enrolled as followers of T’sui 
or if they belonged to any secret suciety. 
The principal men had false titles and 
flags of various descriptions were found 
in their possession. Owing to the prompt 
measures adopted by the authorities the 
insurgents were able to do nothing and 
were one after the other caught and be- 
headed. They had evidently not had time 
to mature their plans and all they did was 
to cut down a few telegraph poles. The 
affair however seems to have disturbed 
the memorialist not alittle, but as all those 
concerned have been put tu death, nothing 
remains for him but to recommend for 
promotion or rewards the officers who were 
instrumental in bringing about this happy 
result. 


FOREIGN DRILLED SOLDIERS IN ANHUI, 


Shén Ping-ch‘éng refers to his memorial 
of the 10th moon of last year in which he 
reported that he had four battalions of 
infantry numbering 2,000 men, station- 
ed in the provincial capital of Anhui 
who were being drilled on the German 
system. Of these 1,000 were at that time 
far enough advanced to be entitled to a 
slight increase of pay and sanction was 
obtained fora similar addition to the pay of 
the second thousand as soon as they should 
have become more perfect in their drill. 
Memorialist has now inspected them and 
finds that they have made the greatest of 
progress under the tuition of Colonel Hsii 
Shih-heng, so that he has every confidence 
in stating that the increase of five mace 
proposed is fully deserved. Memorialist 
has given order that a thousand infantry 
soldiers stationed at Ningkuo Fu and six 
hundred braves distributed throughout 
the forts on the Yangtze be all drilled 
on the foreign system. When they shall 
have become more advanced in their drill 
it is proposed to make a similar addition 
to their pay in order to induce them to 
exert themselves to the utmost. 


REPAIRS TO CITY WALLS IN SHANTUNG. 

Fu Jun calls attention to the fact that it 
is of the greatest importance that the walls 
of cities should be kept in a proper state 
of repair, in order that they may serve the 
purposes for which they were intended, 
namely to protect the public buildings, and 
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the dwellings of the people against attacks 
from outside. It is on record that when 
after the rebellion, certain of the gentry 
subscribed funds for repairs to city walls, 
the number of candidates eligible for 
examinations was increased, and other 
rewards distributed amongst the promoters ; 
the Board making a stipulation that before 
any such favours could be applied for, an 
inspection on the part of reliable ofticers of 
high rank must first take place, who must 
issue a certificate certifying to the nature 
of the work done and the amount of the 
money spent. Memorialist has now to 
report that in the T‘saochow prefecture 
repairs to the walls of the district cities 
of Ch‘aoch‘eng, Tingt‘ao, Yiinch‘eng and 
Wuch‘eng were, with the sanction of the 
late Governor, undertaken by the gentry 
concerned aud the work having now been 
completed high officers have been deputed 
to report thereon, with a view to enabling 
memorialist hereafter to make application 
for rewards to those who were specially 
active in promoting such a public-spirited 
measure. The cost of the repairs is esti- 
mated as follows :— 


Ch‘aoch‘eng......50,000 strings of cash 


Tingt‘ao .........30,000 ,, > 
Yiiuch‘eng ......20,000 ,, ” 
Wucii‘eng......... 7,000 ,, ” 


12th November. 
YELLOW RIVER FINANCES. 


The annual allowance for repairs to the 
Yellow River during the present year 
throughout the Shantung province was 
fixed at Tls. 600,000. Owing, however, to 
the extensive character of the operations 
that had to be carried out, the number of 
men that had to be engaged and the 
quantity of material that had to be pur- 
chased, this sum was during Chang Yao’s 
time all exhausted by July. When Fu Jun 
tovuk over charge he enjoined on those 
concerned the necessity of exercising the 
strictest economy and directed them to cut 
down expenses wherever possible. 

At the time of the autumn freshets how- 
ever there were several places discovered 
which it was absolutely necessary to at 
once strengthen but for which purpose no 
material was on hand, neither were there 
funds available for the purchase of the 
same. It was like asking a person to pre- 
pare a meal without rice. Notwithstand- 
ing the pressing nature of the case memo- 
rialist did not venture to apply to the 
Board for funds, but consulted with the 
provincial authorities gs to the best means 
of obtaining the necessary money. The 
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taxes for the time being having been re- 
mitted, and there being no surplus funds in 
the provincial treasury there was no course 
left open, but to appropriate Tls. 50,000 
of the receipts of the Linching Custom- 
house. Details of the work done have 
already been furnished, and although this 
amount is entirely inadequate memorialist 
will do his utmost to make it go as far as 
possible. 


DEATH OF THE GOVERNOR OF SHANSI, 


Kuei Chiin, the Provincial Treasurer of 
Shansi, reports the death of Liu Jui-chi, 
the Governor, which took place on the 1st 
of November. Ever since his arrival last 

ear the late officer devoted himself 

eart and soul to the administration of 
his province and endeavoured as far as 
in him lay to promote the welfare of 
the people and put down abuses. 
Although naturally of a strong constitu- 
tion he suffered a good deal from asthma. 
The inspection of the troops and military 
camps during the summer entailed a great 
deal of very severe work which told on his 
general health and memorialist remarked 
that on his return he looked very thin. 
Notwithstanding this he set to work to 
clear off the arrears of business that had 
accumulated during his absence and con- 
ducted the civil examinations. He never 
allowed himself a moment’s rest, and al- 
though memorialist tried to persuade him 
not to do so he expressed his intention 
of likewise superintending the military 
examinations. Suddenly un the 30th of 
October he caught cold which brought on a 
violent attack of hisoldcomplaint. Twodays 
afterwards he felt so ill that he prepared a 
memorial applying fur leave and expressing 
a wish that memorialist be appointed to 
superintend the examination. While per- 
forming the customary obeisance to the 
memorial before despatching it the diffi- 
culty in breathing became so great that he 
was unable to rise. Memorialist and the 
Provincial Judge were at once sent for, but 
the Governor could scarcely speak and 
shortly afterwards passed away. Owing 
to the suddenness of the attack he was unable 
to prepare a valedictory memorial ; he 
was just able to turn towards the north 
and, Aaccking his head on his pillow, shed 
a flood of tears. Memorialist need not 
dwell on his many distinguished services 
which are sufficiently well known to his 
Majesty, but would only remark that during 
the time that he served with the deceased 
both in Fukien and Shansi, he was always 
deeply impressed with the extreme devo- 
-téon to his work that Liu Jui-ch ‘i displayed. 
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His son, an expectant Chih-hsien, had 
shortly before his father was taken ill, gone 
back to his home to pass his examination 
for the degree of chii-jen. In this examina- 
tion he was successful but was unable to 
reach the capital before his father died. 
Memorialist has accordingly taken charge 
of everything, and would request that a 
successor be appointed without delay. 


DEER FOR THE IMPERIAL PARK. 


Every two years about the 5th of May, 
it is the duty of the Governor of Féngt‘ien 
to send officers into the Imperial Hunting 
Ground to capture sixty young deer. 
These deer are then sent to Moukden where 
they are kept in an enclosure and properly 
cared for until about the 23rd of October, 
when they are despatched under escort to 
the Féng Ch‘en Yiian, the office entrusted 
with the charge of the Imperial Parks. 
Of the sixty deer deliverable in the XVth 
year of Kuang Hsii only thirty were sent, 
the remaining thirty being despatched last 
summer, but as one of these died on the 
way instructions were issued for this 
deficiency to be made good in the course 
of the present year. The officer who was 
sent this spring reports that deer are very 
scarce in the ‘* Weichang ” and that he has 
only been able to secure thirty-two head. 
Deducting the one due on account of last 
year, this leaves a balance of thirty-one or 
a deficiency of twenty-nine in the regula- 
tion number. Permission is requested to 
allow those concerned to make up the full 
number in the course of next summer. It 
appears that if the officer deputed for this 
duty fails make up at least one half of the 
number required he is degraded. In the 
present case he is one over the half, so for 
the time being he escapes a penalty. 


13th November. 
TROOPS IN SHANTUNG. 


On the 15th of October an Imperial 
Decree was issued directing Li Hung- 
chang to take over charge of Chang-yao’s 
body of troops called the Sung Wu- hiin. 
With regard to these instructions Fujun, 
the present Governor of Shantung, points 
out that the Sung Wu-chiin consists of 
two battalions of cavalry and nine of 
infantry, Sun Chin-piao, General of the 
Hanchung Brigade, with four battalions of 
infantry having been hitherto stationed at 
Chefoo, and the remainder under Wang 
Te-k‘uei, a provincial Commander-in- 
chief, having been distributed at Chiao- 
chow and along the coast. In the 8th 
moon of the present year Chang Yao ordered 


Li Fu-yiin, the Brigade General in charge of 
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the Hsiang Wuchiin, to convert a troop of | 


250 horse under his orders into a regiment 
of infantry 500 strong. The difference in 
pay it was said would not be very great 
and instructions were given to have the 
horses sold. On his return to the pro- 
vincial capital Chang Yao learned of the 
disturbances on the Kiangsu frontier 
caused by the armed outbreak of Chou 
Wen-hou in the Pechow and Such‘ien 
districts, and at once ordered the troops 
under Wang Te-k‘uei to proceed to T‘sao- 
chow and Yenchow, these being two pre- 
fectures in which brigandage and lawlessness 
have ever flourished. Before he had time, 
however, to report these arrangements to 
the Throne he died. Memorialist would 
submit that it would be most inexpedient 
just at the beginning of winter, when bad 
characters are most prone to commence 
their nefarious operations, to denude the 
interior of troops who could easily hold 


them in check, and has accordingly retained | 


the troops in their present positions. ‘Lhe 
whole detachment has been carefully re- 
viewed and allnon-efficients, to the number 
of 492, discharged. The vacancies thus 
caused will be filled up by men out 
of the Governor’s own command, and 
when in the spring the necessity for doing 
police duty will have ceased, the force will 
of course be again available for maritime 
defence. The spirit pervading the troops 
is a very healthy one; they are well con- 
tented with their lot and His Majesty need 
cherish no anxiety on their account. 


LACK OF CORONERS IN MONGOLIA. 


Some time ago a Chinaman was murdered 
near Urga and his brother brought a charge 
of incapacity against the coroner who held 
the post-mortem examination, stating that 
he had made an inaccurate return of the 
wounds on the corpse. The Imperial Agent 
at Urga states there are only two coroners 
in his jurisdiction, who are both without 
much experience, and in a serious matter 
of this kind it is essential that every care 
should be exercised. He would accordingly 
request that Li Hung-chang be instructed 
to direct the Hsiianhua Prefect to select a 
person duly qualitied to hold post-mortem 
examinations and despatch him without 
delay to Urga in order that this matter be 
thoroughly gone into.— Request granted. 


14th November. 


CHINESE STEAMER PLYING TO NON-TREATY : 


PORTS. 
The Governor of Shantung forwards a 


short report which has been submitted to , 











Some time ago the China Merchants’ Co. 
proposed running a small steamer for the 
conveyance of cargo between Chefoo and 
Lai-chou Fu, and having petitioned the 
Tsungli Yamén, through H.E. the Superin- 
tendent of Northern ‘rade, they received 
the necessary permission to embark in the 
project. The steamer was to receive her 
papers from the native Customs, and was as 
a native vessel to pay duties to that depart- 
ment in accordance with the scale prescrib- 
ed by the inland tariff. The undertaking 
was started on the 30th of May, 1889, and 
between that date and the 31st of August, 
1890, the duties paid on cargo carried by 
the s.s. Kwangchi at the ports of Chefoo, 
Lungk‘ou, and T‘aip‘ingwan amounted 
to Tls. 5,739.9.3.5. The expense of collec- 
tion, which was defrayed by an extra levy 
of 10 per cent. on the amount of duty paid, 
amounted to Tls. 596.2.4. It is proposed 
that this item of duty should be kept 
separate from the ordinary collection of the 
native Customs, but that it should be 
included in the annual returns forwarded 
to the Board. The accounts of the native 
Customs having, however, already been 
made up complete for the period in question, 
the above amount will be carried forward 
and credited in next year’s account. 


15th November. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A TAOTAI. 


The Emperor acknowledges the receipt 
of a memorial from Wang Wén-shao, the 
Viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichow, in 
which he solicits the bestowal of posthu- 
mous honours upon Wu Tzit-fa, who was 
formerly Intendant of the Kuei-tung circuit 
in the latter province. The deceased officer 
accompanied a battalion of Hupeh troops 
during the Taiping and Nienfei rebellions 
and did excellent service on the Imperia- 
list side. Later on he quelled a rising of 
the Miaotze in Kueichow and exerted 
himself so strenuously in restoring the 
country to its former state of tranquillity 
that his name is still cherished in the 
hearts of the people. The Emperor is 
pleased tv confer upon him all the honours 
accorded to an officer of his rank who dies 


| from the effects of hard service in the field, 


and has further sanctioned the compilation 
of his biography and the erection of a tem- 
ple to his memory in the Prefectural town 
of Chényiian. 
16.h November. 

ERECTION OF MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO MA JU- 

LUNG. PREVIOUS SANCTION RECALLED. 

It will be remembered that acting on 


him by Shéng Hsiian-huai, the Customs | an application submitted by certain in- 
Taotai at Chefoo, on the above subject. ‘ fluential people in Yunnan through the 
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Viceroy Wang Wén-shao, the Emperor 
recently conferred posthumous honours 
of a high order upon Ma Ju-lung, the 
Mahometan General who played such a 
prominent part in the Panthay rebellion. 
These honours included the erection of a 
temple in Yunnan Fu and the compilation 
of the deceased officer’s biography by the 
Court Historiographer. The Board of 
Censors has now submitted a petition for- 
warded to them by a number of Peking 
officials, natives of Yunnan, in which they 
beg that the Imperial Decree may be re- 
called on the ground that Ma Ju-lung’s 
services in the Imperial cause did not atone 
for his previous crimes as a rebel. In 
dealing with this remarkable document, 
the Emperor states that the bestowal of 
such a high distinction as the erection of a 
memorial temple should only be granted 
where the popular feeling is unanimous in 
its favour, and as praise and blame seem to 
be equally apportioned in the present 
instance, His Majesty orders that the 
previous Decree, in so far as it relates to 
the temple, may be cancelled. 


17th November. 


MEMORIAL BY THE VICEROY AT NANKING ON 
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE WUHU CASE, 


H.E. the Viceroy at Nanking, Liu K‘un- 
yi, and Shén Ping-ch‘éng, the Governor of 
Anhui, submit a memorial in which they 
detail the circumstances connected with the 
settlement of the Wuhu missionary case. 
During the fourth moon of the present 
year the missionary establishment at Wuhu 
was burnt and demolished by lawless 
characters who fabricated false rumours to 
excite the popular feeling. The place isa 
treaty port, with a resident Consul,and is a 
centre of resort for both Chinese and foreign 
merchants. On receiving news of the out- 
break, the Viceroy sentrepeated instructions 
by telegraph to the Customs Taotaiat Wuhu, 
directing him to call upon the local civil 
and military authorities to take measures 
for affording due protection and for secur- 
ing the arrest and punishment of the 
rioters. A gunboat was at the same time 
despatched to the spot to maintain order, 
and an expectant Taotai on the Kiangsu 
establishment, named Liu Tso-yii, and 
other officials were, one after the other, 
deputed to proceed to Wuhu to co-operate 
with the local authorities in having the 
matter investigated and dealt with in a 
thorough manner. One of the memo- 
rialists, Shén Ping-ch‘éng, happened at 
the moment to be returning from Shanghai 
to resume his post as Governor of Anhui, 
and arrived at Wuhu on the day after the 
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riot had occurred. At that time all sorts 
of wild rumours were afloat, and the popu- 
lar feeling was still in a very excited con- 
dition. The Governor gave fresh crders 
for the adoption of measures calculated to 
dissipate this state of alarm, and by way of 
redoubling precautionary measures, had 
reinforcements of troops drafted to the 
scene of the riot. A number of the rioters 
were arrested at intervals, and having been 
tried by the constituted authorities acting 
under the instructions of the Wuhu Taotai, 
Ch‘éng-chang, and Liu Tso-yii, an expect- 
ant Taotai on the Kiangsu establishment, 
their evidence and depositions were for- 
warded to the memorialists. Two of the 
prisoners, Wang Kuang-chin and Fu Yu- 
shun, were found to be members of a 
criminal confederacy who had planned 
beforehand the rioting, looting and burn- 
ing, and in accordance with the regulations 
issued for the punishment of the adherents 
of seditious societies, instructions were 
issued for their immediate decapitation and 
the exposure of their heads at Nanking, 
Chinkiang, Shanghai, and other places, in 
order to convey a warning to others and to 
vindicate the majesty of the law. The 
remaining criminals who were present as 
sympathisers with the movement, were 
sentenced to imprisonment or to wear the 
cangue according to their respective degrees 
of guilt, and Ch‘éng-chang, the Taotai at 
Wuhu, as well as the Magistrate, Wang 
Huan-hsi, were successively removed from 
office and recalled to the provincial capital. 
The officers who replaced them were re- 
quired to trace and arrest those of the 
rioters who were still at large and to use 
their utmost endeavours to prevent any 
further outbreak. Repeated proclama- 
tions were issued by the memorialists 
couched in earnest language calculated 
to remove the popular suspicions. Wuhu 
is an important centre of traffic on the 
Yangtze, with a mixed population of 
good and bad characters, which renders 
the preservation of the peace there at 
all times a matter of the utmost concern. 
The military force at Wuhu being somewhat 
slender and insufficient for the local re- 
quirements, the Viceroy, after consulting 
by letter with his colleague, despatched 
General T’an Kuei-lin, with a battalion of 
Hunan troops, to take up a strategic 
position at the port and remain there 
permanently for its protection, An ex- 
pectant Taotai on the Kiangsu staff, named 
Ts‘ai-chiin, was deputed to assist the 
acting Customs Taotai, P‘éng-lu, in coming 
to an arrangement with the missionaries 
respecting the buildings and property that 
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‘were destroyed, but they failed to effect 
a settlement. As the Consul and the 
Bishop both lived at Shanghai, the Taotai 
there, Nieh Chi-kuei, was ordered to make a 
satisfactory arrangement on the spot with 
the French Consul General, M. Wagner, and 
a settlement of the whole question has 
now been effected. To have waited until 
the sum required for payment of the in- 
demnity could have been recovered from 
the offenders would have entailed consider- 
able delay, and in order to wipe the case 
out of the archives, the acting Taotai at 
Wuhu, P‘éng-lu, has been required to raise 
the amount in the first instance, and have 
it paid over to the missionaries. The 
Taotai and the Prefect have also been 
directed to call upon all their subordinates 
to exert themselves to the uttermost in 
affording adequate protection to all mis- 
sionary establishments throughout their 
jurisdiction, and in order to second the 
efforts of the Government to streng- 
then the ties of friendship which bind 
it to foreign countries, and to maintain 
tranquillity within its own territory, a limit 
of time has been given within which the 
criminals still at large must be arrested 
and brought to punishment. The steps 
taken by them in this matter have already 
from time to time been reported by the 
memorialists in telegrams or despatches to 
the Tsungli Yamén, and they now beg to 
submit to the Sacred Glance this memorial 
detailing the circumstances connected with 
the final settlement of the Wuhu missionary 
case.—Let the concerned take note. 


18th November. 


REVIEW OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


The Imperial Resident reports the 
completion of the autumn review of the 
Chinese and native troops in Anterior 
Tibet. They were all mustered to gether 
on the 18th and 19th of September 
last and reviewed by the Resident in 
person. They showed considerable pre- 
cision and regularity in their movements ; 
and thearchery practice, though of varying 
degrees of merit, attained a general average 
of 70 per cent. Those who displayed a 
creditable degree of proficiency were com- 
mended and otherwise rewarded, anda few 
who were somewhat rusty in their drilling 
were reprimanded.—Rescript : Noted. 


19th November. 


HONOURS TO PRINCE CH‘ING. 

In acknowledging the receipt of a memo- 
rial from the Board of Admiralty recom- 
mending for rewards a number of officials 
connected with that department, the Em- 
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peror speaks in very high terms of the 
services of Prince Ch‘ing, who, since the 
establishment of the Board, has contributed 
greatly to its success by his unvarying tact 
and administrative ability. The Imperial 
Clan Court has been directed to determine 
upon some high form of reward for the 
Prince as a mark of the Emperor’s appre- 
ciation of his services. 


EXPENDITURE UPON FORTIFICATIONS IN 
THE CANTON PROVINCES. 


' The Viceroy at Canton submits a state- 
ment of the expenditure incurred from the 
beginning of the ninth to the end of the 
14th year of Kuang Hsii in erecting forts 
throughout his jurisdiction. Some years 
ago the Central Government called for 
detailed statements of the money spent on 
coast defence measures, and as the ac- 
counts were very complicated and the 
vouchers exceedingly numerous, the pre- 
sent Viceroy obtained sanction to send 
them up in instalments under separate 
heads. The first instalment, which em- 
braced the expenditure upon land and 
naval forces for coast defence purposes, 
was forwarded in December last year ; the 
second, which related to the outlay in 
connection with the enrolment and move- 
ment of troops, was rendered a month 
later, and the third and fourth state- 
ments, which showed the outlay incurred in 
the manufacture and purchase of arms and 
ammunitien, were furnished in June laat. 
The fifth report which the Viceroy now 
submits to the Throne shows that the ex- 
penditure incurred in the erection of forti- 
fications along the seaboard under his 
jurisdiction during the five years mentioned 
above amounted to Tls. 3,388,679 5.0.7. 
The memorialist forwards plans and'speci- 
fications of the various forts, and adds that 
the accounts contain no fraudulent items 
and represent expenditure for which Im- 
perial sanction was in every case obtained 
beforehand. Having thus cleared off all 
the arrears up to the end of the 14th 
year of Kuang Usii, the Viceroy will now 
proceed to furnish without delay similar 
statements for the three years which have 
since intervened.—Referred to the coisider- 
ation of the Board concerned, 


HONOURS SOLICITED FOR THE GRANDFATHER 
OF THE PANSHEN ERDENI LAMA OF TIBET. 


The Imperial Resident in Tibet submits 
an application which he has received from 
the Dzassak Lama at Tastulumbo in the 
following matter. Pan-lé-tun-chu, the 
father of the eighth Panshen Erdeni, 
and Ts‘é-wang-tun-chu, the father of 


the 10th Dalai Lama, were granted the 
hereditary title of Duke, with an of- 
ficial button corresponding to their rank, 
and the decoration of the double-eyed 
Peacock Feather. The present reembodi- 
ment of the Panshen Erdeni is of tender 
years and has no father living. His birth was 
accompanied by miraculous manifestations 
and he is endowed with a preternatural 
brightness which commands the highest 
and most sincere respect on the part of all 
the priesthood and laity of Tibet. His 
maternal grandfather, Ch‘i-mei-wang pu, 
acted as guardian to the child and trained 
him with the most unremitting care. Now 
that a lucky day has been selected for 
his enthronement, it is asked that the 
honours hitherto accorded to the fathers of 
the two Pontiffs of the Lamaist hierarchy 
in Tibet may on this occasion be'transferred 
to the grandfather of the new Panshen 
Erdeni. The Resident, in forwarding the 
application, states that he can find no pre- 
cedent for ennobling the grandfather of a 
Pontiff on the occasion of his enthronement, 
but as the present Panshen Erdeni is in- 
debted for his early training to his grand- 
father, Ch‘i-mei-wang-pu, he hopes that 
it may be found possible to accede to the 
application, if not in its entirety, at least 
in some modified form. The title might, 
for instance, be made a life one, or same 
other official rank might be conferred upon 
him, but the Emperor will decide what 
form the Imperial bounty should assume. 
—Referred to the consideration of the 
Colonial Office. 


20th November. 


ENTHRONEMENT OF ONE OF THE JOINT 
PONTIFFS OF TIBET. 

The Imperial Resident in Tibet, Shéng- 
t‘ai, forwards an application which has 
been submitted to him on the above sub- 
ject by Wang-ch‘ii-ech‘u-ch‘éng, one of the 


Lamaist Superiors in that country. The | ; 
' the usual manner in a quarterly return. 


2nd of February next having been selected 
as the date for the enthronement of the 
re-embodiment of the Panshen Erdeni 
Lama, it is asked that, in accordance with 
the Buddhist practice, the timu Hut‘ukht‘u, 
A-wang-lo-sang-ch ‘éng-lé-la-p‘u-chieh, may 
be authorised to proceed beforehand to 
Tashilumbo to superintend the ordination 
and conduct the service on the occasion. 
In 1860 on the occasion of the enthrone- 
ment of the 8th re-embodiment of the 
Panshen Erdeni, the Dalai Lama being 
of tender years and incapable of conduct- 
ing the service, the Hut‘ukht‘u who 
was in charge of the Treasury received 
the Imperial commands to proceed to Tashi- 
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lumbo for a similar purpose. The present 
Dalai Lama is still very young and has not 
himself undergone the ko-lwng ordination, 
and the precedent of 1860 is therefore 
applicable to the case. Three years ago 
when the present re-embodiment was 
selected by the process of drawing lots, the 
timu Hut‘ukht‘u shaved his head, clothed 
him in priestly garb and him a clerical 
designation, all of which was done in a 
highly auspicious manner. Now that the 
time for his enthronement has arrived it is. 
fitting that the same dignitary should 
superintend the ceremonies connected 
therewith. The Resident supports the 
proposal, which is based upon precedent 
and meets with the approval of all classes 
in Tibet.—Granted by Rescript. 

In a postscript memorial on the same 
subject the Imperial Resident states that 
former re-embodiments of the Panshen 
Erdeni have all been granted by the Em- 
peror certain badges of authority comprising 
a gold and jade seal, a yellow chair, a yellow 
cart, a bridle and saddle of the same colour, 
umbrellas of yellow and red, a jade baton, 
a yellow tent and other insignia of office 
all of which have been carefully kept in 
the monastery at Tashilumbo. After the 
enthronementof the present re-embodiment 
he will have to send a letter of thanks to. 
the Emperor, and instructions are solicited 
as to the use of the gold seal and the 
other articles to which his predecessors 
have always had a prescriptive right of 
enjoyment.—Decree issued separately. 


21st November. 
CASE OF ROBBERY. 

The former Governor of Shensi, Changhsii, 
received permission from the Throne to 
report the more important cases of robbery ~ 
with violence occurring within his jurisdic- 
tion by special memorial, as this would be 
more expeditious than reporting them in 


The present Governor has accordingly 
taken advantage of this permission to. 


; announce his manner of dealing with a 


case of robbery with violence which took 
place in the Liupa District. 

Chao Hung-shan, Ch‘en Man-fu and Ho 
Chua-chao, three men belonging to Szechuan, 
made their way from that province into 
Shensi where up to a certain point they 
conducted themselves in a law-abiding: 
manner by tilling the ground. About the. 
19th day of the 12th moon of Kuang Hsii 
XV it so happened that they met together 
on the road.and began to discuss the néar 
approach of the New Year, their poverty 
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and the difficulty they experienced in 
raising money to provide for necessary 
expenses. Chao remarked that he knew 
of the house of a wealthy man named Kou 
Ta-pen,'situated inan unfrequented locality, 
and proposed that they should make a raid 
thereon for the purpose of supplying their 
present needs. The other two agreed and 
at the time appointed Chao appeared on the 
scene armed with a stout staff, Ch‘en and Ho 
each carrying ropes and sacks. Although 
past midnight the lamps in the house had 
not been extinguished, as Kou Ta-pen was 
out visiting some friends and had not re- 
turned. Notwithstanding, the three made 
their way into the house, but in so doing 
createda noise which alarmed Kou’s nephew, 
Kou Cheng-kua, who at once got up and 
raised an alarm. Chao, however, set on 
him with his cudgel, and having knocked 
him down the other two secured him with 
ropes. Hsieh T‘ien-hsi, aservant who came 
to his assistance, was treated in a similar 
manner. Chao and his companions then 
searched the house. Having secured a suffi- 
ciency of plunder they made off therewith, 
and adjourning to a lonely spot proceeded 
to divide the spoil, which they found to 
consist of skins, blankets, clothing, etc., 
rice, cakes, tea and an iron hoe. 


In the meantime Hsieh Tien-hsi managed 
to loosen the cords with which he was 
secured, and a charge was laid by Kou Ta- 
pen at the District Magistracy. On the 
second day of the first moon Ho and Ch‘en, 
hearing that search was being made for 
those who had committed the robbery, 
voluntarily surrendered themselves with 
such of the stolen articles as still remained 
in their possession. Two days afterwards 
Chao was arrested and more of the stolen 
property recovered. They were then put 
on trial and convicted, the sentences passed 
being as follows: Chao Hung-shan, in that 
he was the prime mover in the matter and 
in that he with his stick struck Kou and 
Hsieh so severely as to inflict wounds, 
must in accordance with the clause in the 
Penal Code inflicting the penalty of imme- 
diate decapitation on all who commit 
robbery with violence, be immediately put 
to death. Ch‘en Man-fu who was his 
accomplice in the matter and who assisted 
him to strike and secure those who opposed 
them, is equally guilty. But seeing that he 
surrendered himself and delivered up 
certain of the stolen goods, he has been 
sentenced to death after the autumn 
assizes. Ho Chua-chao, who took no active 
part in the assault on Kou and Hsieh, has 
heen sentenced to transportation to the 
malarial districts on the extreme frontiers 
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of Yiinnan and Kueichow. All three are 
to be branded on the face. 

Memorialist submits these sentences for 
the consideration of the Board. 


22nd November. 
No papers of interest. 


23rd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sung Ch‘un reports that the ‘Shuang- 
kiang’ term has passed without any acci- 
dent having taken place in connection with 
the waterways within his jurisdiction. 
This is a renewed proof of the secret aid 
of the divine powers and fifteen sticks of 
Tibetan incense are to be transmitted to 
Sung, who will proceed therewith to the 
temple of the spirit of the rivers, and 
reverently burn them on our behalf. 

(2) On the 3rd day of the Ist moon of 
next year the Panshén Erdeni Lama is to 
be solemnly enthroned and Shengtai is 
directed to be present at the ceremony 
together with the Dharma Raja. The 
various Imperial letters patent and presents 
will be forwarded by the Imperial couriers 
and those concerned all along the road are 
directed to exercise special care in looking 
after them. Liu Ping-chang will out of 
the provincial treasury transmit Tls. 10,000 
as a gift from Us to the Panshen Lama. 

(3) Sun Chi is appvinted to fill Hu Pin- 
chih’s acting appointment as senior vice- 
president of the Censorate. 


REQUEST TO CANCEL HONOURS CONFERRED. 


The senior president of the Censorate 
prsents a memorial on behalf of certain ~ 
metropolitan officials belonging to the pro- 
vince of Yiinnan protesting against the 
honours conferred on Ma Ju-lung as his 
services were not of so brilliant a nature 
as to make up for his previous crimes. 
The petitioners, Ch‘en Ssu-lin, a Hanlin 
compiler, Wei Lii-chieh, a Hanlin bachelor, 
and others state that Ma Ju-lung was a 
loafing good-for-nothing of Chienshui in 
the Linan prefecture whom nobody in the 
village could abide. When in the 6th 
year of Hsien Feng, Tu Wen-h§in’s rebel- 
lion broke out and Tali was captured, Ch‘u- 
hsiung formed the only barrier between 
the rebels and the provincial capital, so 
that every effort was made to place it 
in a thorough state of defence and it was 
owing mainly to the admirable means of 
precaution adopted by the Commander-in- 
Chief Ch‘u Ko-ch‘ang that Tu was held in 
check. Eventually however Tu entered into 
asecret arrangement with MaJu-lung which 
resulted in the latter seizing Imen and 
Kuangt‘ung with a large body of troops and 
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pressing forward to beneath the walls of 
Ch‘uhsiung. After a siege of forty days he 
succeeded in exploding a mine beneath the 
walls and the rebels poured into the city. 
Forty thousand of the inhabitants were 
put to the sword, the women were dis- 
honoured and the whole city burned. More 
than twenty officials perished in this awful 
massacre. Ch‘u now that Ch‘u-hsiung had 
fallen was without resources and shortly 
‘afterwards was killed in an engagement at 
Mitu. With this success Tu Wen-hsin’s 
fortunes revived and thirty-two cities fell 
into his hands one after the other. The 
misery that filled the province of Yiinnan 
at that time is to be attributed to Ma 
no less than to Fu. In the 10th moon of the 
same year Ma sallying forth from Ch‘u- 
hsiung suddenly made his appearance 
before the provincial capital, burned its 
suburbs and slaughtered the inhabitants 
all round about the city. Hsii Chih-ning, 
the Governor, who was afterwards degraded 
tried to come to terms with him and offered 
him the rank of Brigade General if he 
would jointheImperialist side. Maconsent- 
ed and came into the city but arrogated to 
himself the style of Generalissimo of the 
infantry and cavalry soldiers in the Three 


Yi (Se). He rode in a yellow chair and 
in all things did as he pleased. 


When the late Governor-General P‘an 
To came to Yiinnan he persuaded him 
to change his title to that of Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief and to use a green 
chair as being more appropriate. Ma out- 
wardly agreed to do so but was deeply an- 
noyed in his heart and on the pretext of 
executing his revenge on Lin An he with- 
drew a number of troops from the capital to 
attack that city. During his absence the 
Mahometan rebels under Ma Jung forced 
their way into the provincial capital and 
put Pan To to death. It is said that 
this was done with the connivance of 
Ma Ju-lung. There does not to the 
petitioners appear any doubt on the 
subject ; the facts speak for themselves. 
The late Governor General Ts‘en Yii-ying 
who was then Acting Treasurer, made an 
appeal to Ma Ju-lung’s better feelings and 
eventually induced him to drive the rebels 
out of the capital. It is thus seen that the 
merit of having delivered the provincial 
capital is not to be ascribed to Ma Ju-lung 
alone. When in the 7th year of T‘ung 
Chih, Tu Wen-hsin again appeared before 
Yiinnan, Ma who was in the city was 
like a rat with two holes; he did not 
know what to do. He was on the point 
of deserting to the enemy when the 
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Brigade General Li Wei-shu came to the 
rescue of the garrison and put several of 
the traitors to death. When Tsen Yii- 
ying arrived at the capital from Ch‘ié- 
ching, he was so successful in stirring 
up the soldiers to asense of their duty 
that they gradually got the better of 
the enemy and forced him to retire. 
Ma Ju-lung seeing how the fortune of 
war was turning was thus forced to 
and fight likewise against his old friends 
in order to justify himself in the eyes of 
those with whom he was serving. Having 
been accidentally wounded by a cannon ball 
he took the earliest opportunity of retur- 
ing to the capital and nursing his wound 
while the work of raising the siege was 
carried out by other leaders. Public 
opinion is unaminous in its verdict that his 
services do not in the least atone for his 
previous crimes. Those who presented the 
petition asking that posthumous honours 
be conferred on him, who are they but 
a lot of small traders? The principal 
of them, Wang Chih-hsiang, recommend- 
ed for the rank of Prefect, used to have 
a small exchange shop in Chungking. 
He and his other co-petitioners, leaving 
out of sight the vile treachery with which 
Ma began his career, touch only on such 
services of his as were rendered in co- 
operation with others to whom all the 
glory and credit are due. Were those 
honours which by Imperial Decree have 
been conferred on him not cancelled, it 
is tobe feared that the ten thousands of 
innocent souls he has sent to Hades would 
be unable to close their eyes for indigna- 
tion. Petitioners would therefore pray 
that memerialist would make representa- 
tions to the Throne and endeavour to 
obtain a revocation of the decree already 
issued—-Decree published separately. 


24th November. 
HONOURS FOR A TAOTAI. 

The Governor-General of the Yiinkuei 
Provinces, together with the Governor of 
Kueichow, prefers a request on behalf of 
certain gentry of the latter province asking 
that certain honours be conferred on Wu 
Tzu-fa, late Intendant of the Kueitung 
circuit in consideration of his many valu- 
able services on behalf of the State and the 
great good he effected amongst those under 
his control. . 

The late officer who was a native of 
Hunan, began his career in the public 
service at the time of the Taiping rebellion, 
and for many years figured conspicuously 
as one of the most successful champions of 
the Imperialist cause in the Kueichow 
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‘province. In 1867 he was appointed acting 
pee of Chenyiian which had been seized 

y insurgent Miaotze some time before. 
‘The measures he adopted for repressing 
them proved most effective and in a short 
time they were completely driven out. In 
‘the 9th year of Kuang Hsii he was promoted. 
to be Intendant of the Kueitung circuit, 
and maintaining his residence at Chenyiian 
he devoted himself heart and soul to the 
‘arduous task of restoring order to the 
district which had been utterly ruined by 
long years of civil war. 

The people had to be induced to 
return by offers of seed and advances of 
ready money ; city walls, bridges, temples, 
and schools had to be repaired, the system 
-of examinations had to be re-established 
‘on a proper basis, and schemes of all 
sorts that could tend to improve the con- 
dition of the people thoroughly organised. 
By dint of incessant toil and unselfish 
‘devotion, Wu Tzu-fa was enabled in a great 
measure to see his hopes realised and now 
that he has departed this life whilst still 
actively engaged in his beneficent work, a 
grateful people is anxious to testify its 
love and esteem by erecting some monu- 
ment to perpetuate his memory. Per- 
mission is therefore requested to erect a 
special shrine in his honour in Chen- 
yiian city, and petitioners would suggest 
that a record of his deeds be preserved in 
the annals of State.—Decree will be pub- 
lished separately. 


PUBLICATION OF A WORK BY SHUN CHIH. 


Pien Pao-ti reports that on the 4th of 
‘October he received a despatch from the 
Grand Secretariat embodying the text of 
an Imperial Decree, published on the 18th 
of September, which ran as follows : 

We have lately been perusing a work by 
our revered ancestor Shih Tsu-chang, 
Huangti (the Emperor Shun-chih), called 
the “Yi chih ch‘tian shan yao yen.” 
(3) = 2B). This work while reflect- 
ing the will of heaven contains especial 
precepts for the guidance of future 
generations and is eminently calculated 
to wean men from their vicious courses 
and lead them into the paths of virtue. 
As the manuscript however only exists in 
the Manchu language, the Translation Office 
was directed to make a translation thereof 
into Chinese and hand it to the Wu Yung- 
tien to be printed. 

This has now been done and we hereby 
direct that copies of this translation be sent 
to the high authorities throughout the 
provinces with instructions that it be 
‘expounded along with the Sacred Edict on 
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the 1st and 15th of every month ; copies 
are to be printed and distributed to every 
officer of Public Instruction thoughout their 
respective jurisdictions. 

Memorialist has the honour to report 
that he has issued instructions in this sense 
to the Provincial Treasurer of Fukien. 


25th November. 
No documents of interest. 


26th November. 


FLOODS NEAR FOOCHOW. 

Pien Pao-ti reports that towards the end 
of September the districts in the neigh- 
bourhood of Foochow were visited with 
very heavy rains which caused great dam- 
age to life and property. Outside of Fu- 
ch‘ing an eruption of subterranean springs 
took place which in conjunction with 
the torrents of rain flooded the city with 
water as much as 10 feet deep. Towards 
the south-east the water overflowed the 
city wall and in the low-lying ground in 
that neighbourhood great damage was 
done, thirty-five people being drowned. 
The water, however, disappeared very 
quickly, and it is hoped that the late 
crops may yet be saved. At Changle which 
is situated on comparatively high ground 
the city was likewise flooded ; four fishing 
boats were wrecked, and thirty houses 
swept away, but fortunately only one life 
was lost. The crops did not suffer as the 
water drained off in a very short time. At 
Anhsi the damage was greater than else- 
where, three hundred houses being swept 
away and thirty people drowned. Officers 
have been sent to ascertain the exact state 
of things and prompt measures will be 
taken to afford relief to the sufferers. 


CLEARING UP OF A FALSE CHARGE. 

Some six years ago an Imperial clansman 
named Heng T’ai brought a charge against 
P’eng Kuang-pu, a second class secretary of 
the Board of Revenue, accusing the latter of 
falsifying accounts and stating that he had 
tied plaintiff up and beaten him. The de- 
fendant although repeatedly summoned fail- 
ed toappear in Court and was inconsequence 
degraded. A cousin of his, however came 
forward and settled a claim of 76,900 tiao 
which amount plaintiff alleged was due to 
him. The case was not hereby concluded. 
as evidence was still required regarding 
the falsification of accounts and the 
alleged beating. In the 6th moon of 
the present year Peng presented a 
statement saying that. owing to severe 
illness he had been unable to attend, but 
that having now somewhat recovered he 
was prepared to give any explanation that 
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might be required of him. On the case being 
gone into the following facts were elicited. 
P‘eng was originally the proprietor of the 
Kuang Yiian-ch‘ang cash shop which 
establishment owed a sum of 76,900 tiao 
to a man named Li Tung-tse proprietor of 
the Kuang Sheng Ch‘iian bank. Not long 
after Li retired from business and made over 
his accounts to Heng Tai for settlement. 
The latter then made application to P‘eng’s 
manager T‘sao Chih for repayment of the 
money due but not being the original 
creditor Ts’ao would have nothing to say 
to him and even went the length of 
threatening to thrash him for attempting 
to obtain money under false pretences. 
P‘eng was at the time on duty in Peking, 
and knew nothing of all this ; he had not 
even so much asset eyes on Heng Tai in his 
life. He was unable to answer the summons 
on account of illness, and his absence was 
not to be attributed to any desire to evade 
examination. The Governor of Shengching 
who reports this case is of opinion that 
Peng has been hardly dealt with, and as 
there is a regulation in existence which 
provides that all officers, who have been 
degraded and afterwards proved innocent, 
shall be re-instated to their former position 
he would request that Peng receive back 
the position he was unjustly deprived of.— 
Let the Board consider and report. 

ARMS FOR THE CAVALRY ON THE AMOOR. 

Ikot‘anga reports that in the summer of 
the present year he sent a weiyiian to 
Tientsin to purchase arms for “‘the ordinary 
practice” of the infantry and cavalry 
camps. 

This officer has now purchased 1,200 
carbines (7?) of the Mauser pattern with 
300,000 rounds of ammunition and three 
thousand rifles, which on arrival will be 
distributed throughout the various camps. 
As, however, memorialist cannot apply to 
the Board for a grant to defray the cost of 
these arms, and as no money can be raised 
locally for the purpose, he proposes to cut 
down the expenditure on the camp followers 
attached to each regiment, and out of the 
savings thus effected he hopes to be able 
to obtain the necessary amount.—Let the 
Yamén concerned take note. 

27th November. 
DISTRESS IN CHIBLI. 

Li Hung-chang in a long memorial gives 
an account of the misfortunes that have 
befallen nineteen chows and hsiens under 
his jurisdiction in the course of the sum- 
mer, and of the measures which he has 
undertaken for their relief. The rain- 
fall in the earlier part of the summer 


Google 


[Nov. 26—28. 


was normal and the spring wheat crop 
was an average one. 
autumn crops was successfully carried out 
and everybody anticipated that given. 


favourable weather, the results would be- 


very satisfactory. 

After the 6th moon, however, the rain- 
fall was quite inadequate and the crops. 
suffered greatly from lack of moisture. 
In several districts which had not entirely 
recovered from last year’s floods it was 
found impossible to sow seed for either 


the spring or autumn crops, and in others. 


the rain was accompanied by hail which 
was succeeded by a plague of caterpillars. 
A list has been drawn up of the exact 
percentage of damage done and a scale fixed 
according to which the land-tax and other 
monies that are due from the villages in 
question will be remitted entirely or carried 
forward to next year. Arrangements have 
been made to alleviate any immediate 
distress and proclamations will Le issued 
announcing to the people that payment of 
taxes will not be enforced for the present. 
THE WINTER HUNT ON THE AMOOR. 
Every winter it is the duty of the 
Military Governor of Heilungchiang to or- 


ganise a hunting expedition to last for- 


about a month, with a view to training and 
rendering hardy the troops under his com- 
mand. The funds for defraying the ex- 


penses of the expedition, which amount to. 


Tls. 14,000 per annum, ought, according to 


the directions of the Board of Revenue, to . 


be supplied by the Shantung Provincial 
Treasury. For several years past, how- 
ever, the Governor of that province has 
failed to transmit the required amount, and 
as there is no money available on the 
spot the hunt has had to be postponed.. 
The same thing has occurred this year and 
Ikot‘anga is compelled to postpone the: 
expedition once more. He would request 
that the Governor of Shantung be instructed 
to forward with as little delay as possible 


the outstanding amounts in order that loans . 


incurred for previous expeditions may be 
repaid to the merchants from whom the 
money was borrowed.—Granted. Let the 
Board concerned take note. 

28th November. 


LICENTIATES DEPRIVED OF THEIR DEGREES,. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Governor-General'of ' 


Shensi and Kansu, reports that two.grad- 
uates by purchase, Ch‘én Pao-hsiian and 
Ch‘én Sén, natives of Kuangtung, repre- 
sented themselves as natives of Kansu and 


obtained the eighth and twenty-fifth places. 


in the examination for the degree of Licen- 
tiate held in the provincial capital. On. 


The sowing of the- 
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being questioned by the authorities they 
admitted that they were natives of Kuang- 
tung, but they stated that they had lived 
for many years in Kansu and were not 
aware of the regulatious, which make it 
compulsory to inform the local authorities 
with « view to obtaining a certificate allow- 
ing the candidate to compete in an ex- 
amination for the degree of licentiate in a 
province which is not his native pro- 
vince. 

The memorialist suggests that although 
this case is different from cases in which 
people have passed themselves off as natives, 
after only a short residence in a province, 
yet as Ch‘én Pao-hsiian and Ch‘én Sén had 
not given due notice to the local authorities 
they should consequently be deprived of 
their licentiate’s degree. 

Reseript.-——Let Ch‘én Pao-hstian and 
Chew Séu be deprived of their Liceutiute’s 
Degree. 


29th November. 
4 MILITARY OFFICER DROWNED. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Viceroy of Shensi and 
Kansu, reports the death by drowning of 
Hsiao Té-hua, a second captain stationed 
at Kushuichingp‘u. On the 7th of the 
8th month (September 9th) the deceased 
went to Chungwuhsien to serve out 
rations to the troops. After calling the 
roll and distributing the tallies, he started 
again for his camp. He arrived at the 
river as it was getting late and as the ferry 
boat had ceased running for that night, 
he hired a raft to get across the river. 
Unfortunately as the curr -nt was running 
very strong the raft was knocked to pieces, 
and the deceased, his two comrades who 
were with him on the raft, and the two 
boatmen fell into the water. Li Yii, the 
boatman, and the two soldiers were carried 
ashore and escaped with their lives. The 
deceased and the other boatman, Chou 
Ts‘un-wa, were carried down stream and 
drowned. The body of the deceased was 
found at some distance down the stream 
six days «after the accident. 

The Viceroy goes on to say that the 
deceased who had been on active service 
for several years, had displayed zeal in the 
performance of his duties, and as he met 
his death when engaged in the service of 
his sovereign, his case is one which calls 
for special consideration. His name is 
therefore included in the list of those whose 
families are to receive compassionate al- 
lowances. — Rese: ipt.— Let the Bourd of War 
take wote. 
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30th November. 


PUNISHMENT FOR PRESENTING A PETITION 
TO THE EMPEROR. 


Chou Shih-chu and Wén Yo-tsung are 
natives of Chienanhsien in Chihli. The 
former is a carpenter by trade and the 
latter belongs to the Banner corps of the 
t'un, The two men, living in the same 
village, are old acquaintances. Wén Yo- 
tsung and a fellow villager, Sun Lu-féng, 
and Sun T'ien-pi, his son, neither smoked 
tobacco or drank wine and gave it to be 
understood that they were members of the 
Tsaili Hui. Their object in joining the 
society was regard for their health, and 
they deprecated the idea that the society 
was an unlawful one and denied having 
acknowledged any one as their master. 
In the village there was a council which 
directed the affairs of the community ; 
Sun Lu-féng was the president of this 
council and Wén Yo-tsung was also 
engaged in the management of its affairs. 
In 1888 Sung Lu-féng engaged Chou Shih- 
chu to repair the furniture belonging to 
the council. As he did the work badly, 
his remuneration which amounted to some- 
thing over a dollar was withheld. ‘This 
led to a quarrel between the parties cun- 
cerned. 

In February, 1889 Chou Shih-chu’s nep- 
hew, Chou Fa, at the request of Wén 
Yo-tsung, sold Wén Yo-tsung’s wife, who 
was a worthless woman, to a Manchurian 
tobacco merchant for the sum of 4 dollars 
50 cents. Instead of paying the money, 
the tobacco merchant gave Chou Fa a 
quantity of tobxcco and a horse. Chou Fa 
was proceeding homewards when he met 
a fellow villager Chou Tien-ming. This 
man had a connection by marriage, named 
Chang Yung-té, for whom in former days 
Chou Fa had acted as agent, and sold 
his wife, misappropriating the price paid 
for her. Chang Yung-té had repeatedly 
begged Chou Tien-ming to obtain the 
money from Chou Fa. ‘This, Chou Tien- 
ming had not been able to do, and mak- 
ing the best of his opportunity he took 
the horse away from Chou Fa. Chou Fa 
asked Chou Shih-chu to recover the horse 
for him. Chou Shih-chu, with a view to 
his own interest, determined to get the 
horse and keep it until the money which 
the village council owed him for his 
carpentering werk had been paid. He 
accordingly went to Chou Tien-ming and 
persuaded him to hand cver the horse, 
saying that he would sell it and refund to 
Chang Yung-té the price of the wife which 
had been misappropriated by Chou Fa. Chou 
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Tien-ming, believing that he would act up 
to his word, let him havethe horse which 
Chou Shih-chu led away and kept for 
himself. In April of the same year Wén 
Yo-tsung and his brother Wén Yo-wu went 
to Chou Shih-chu’s house, and requested 
him to give up the horse which he refused 
todo. Wén Yo-tsung and Wén Yo-wu, 
thereupon assaulted Chou Shih-chu with a 
stick. Chou Shih-chu snatched up a knife 
and disarmed his assailants. Wén Yo- 
tsung took away the knife from him and 
wounded him in several places. At 
this juncture the neighbours interfered 
and put a stop to the affray. Infor- 
mation was lodged with the district 
magistrate who examined the wounded 
man and took his deposition. Warrants 
were issued for the capture of the two 
assailants but they could not be found. 
Chou Shih-chu got well of his wounds, 
with the exception of the most serious 
one on his right leg which was such 
as to render him permanently lame. 
Wén Yo-tsung having failed in his 
first attempt to recover the horse, deter- 
mined to again have recourse to violent 
measures. In June, therefore, he took 
with, him Chao Yung-k‘uei, Chou Tien- 
ming, Chou Ming-shan, Chou Huan-t‘ou, 
Wén Yo-wu, Wén Yo-hsien, and they all 
proceeded to the house of Chou Shih-chu 
with the object of seizing the horse. When 
they got to the house they found that 
Chou Shih-chu had gone out and had taken 
the horse with him. They accordingly 
laid hands on some clothes and provisions 
which they carried off. Later, in July, as 
Liu Wan-chiian, a labourer employ:d by 
Chou Shih-chu, was ploughing on Chou 
Shih-chu’s land, Chou Tien-ming led away 
the ox and the ass which were drawing the 
plough. Chou Shih-chu reported the case to 
the district magistrate and begged him to 
have Chou Tien-ming arrested. Chang Ch‘i- 
chih, the captain of the train-bands, arrested 
Chao Yung-k‘uei, Chou Tien-ming and 
Chou Ming-shan, but they escaped before 
he could hand them over to the police. 
Chou Shih-chu thereupon carried his com- 
plaint to the prefectural court. Wén Yo- 
tsung had a friend named Ho Shao-hsien, 
an official, at that time without employment. 
This man with a view to an amicable 
arrangemeut went to Chou Shih-chu’s elder 
brother, Chou Shih-fang, who agreed to the 
terms proposed. Ho Shao-hsien then per- 
suaded Wén Yo-tsung to make an apology 
to Chou Shih-chu. Chou Shih-chu, how- 
ever, would have nothing whatever to say 
to this, and again carried his plaint to 
the prefectural court. The prefect again 
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ordered the district magistrate to take 
proceedings against Wén Yo-tsung. 

Subsequently Chou Shih-chu got hold 
of a false story that Wen Yo-tsung, who had 
beaten hit and carried away his property, 
did so at the instigation of Sun Lu-féng 
and his son who were his enemies. Chou 
Shih-chu was very indignant at this and 
fabricated an accusation to the effect that 
Sun Lu-féng had founded an unlawful 
society, and had ordered his subordinates 
to beat him and carry off his property. This 
accusation he had put into written form 
intending to take it to the capital. Having 
then ascertained that the Emperor was 
going to leave the Palace, he placed himself 
on the road along which the Imperial cortége 
passed and presented his petition. For this 
offence he was handed over to the Board of 
Punishments, and afterwards by Imperial 
command sent to the provincial capital for 
trial. There it was elicited that he was in 
fact lamed for life and that his case was 
not a mere trumped up one. 

The punishment for presenting a petition 
to the Emperor is 100 strokes with the 
bamboo and perpetual banishment to a 
place near the frontier. Although Chou 
Shih-chu’s offence was committed before 
the amnesty of last year no diminution can 
be made in the sentence. But ashe is a 
cripple he will be allowed to ransom him- 
self. Weén Yo-tsung having assaulted Chou 
Shih-chu and wounded him with a knife, 
is to receive 80 blows and be banished for 
two years. Although he is a Bannerman, 
yet, according to the new law, he is to be 
punished in the same way as if he were a 
Chinese. 

Chao Yung-k‘uei is to be punished one 
degree less severely. He is to receive 70 
blows after which he will be discharged. 

1st December. 
RECENT OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS, 

K‘uei Pin has been appointed military 
-ieutenant governor of Jeho. He is to 
proceed to his post with all possible 
despatch, and is excused from presenting 
himself at Peking for audience with the 
Emperor. : 

Té Ming has been appointed military 
lieutenant governor of Ch‘ahar. Pending 
his arrival at his post, the K‘oupei Tao- 
tai is to take charge. 

Yang-yu has been appointed Taotai of the 
circuit of Wénchou Fu and Ch‘uchou Fn 
in Chékiang. 

REFUGES FOR THE SUFFERERS FROM THE 
FLOODS OF LAST YEAR. 

Yang Tsung-lien, Taotai of the circuit of 

T‘ungchow and Yung-p‘ing Fu reports that 
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during last winter severalthousand persons, 
sufferers from the disastrous floods of the 
summer, had flocked to T‘ungchow. They 
wereexposed tw allthe hardships of cold and 
hunger and their condition called for much 
commiseration. A large building was erected 
outside the eastern gate of the town for 
the reception of the wowen, while the men 
found shelter in a matshed which was put 
up on the waste ground near the refuge. 
Congee was served out to the refugees, the 
rice being taken from the provision set aside 
for winter relief. A sum of two thousand 
dollars from the funds collected by public 
subscription was put out at interest with 
the objact of covering the expenses of the 
refuge during future years. In May of 
the present year money was distributed 
among the refugees who were then sent to 
their original homes. There being plenty 
of space on the ground where the refuge 
stood, the Tavtai had several additional 
buildings put up. ‘the only thing wanting 
was a supply of grain for the yearly con- 
sumption, such as is granted by Imperial 
bounty to the refuge at Wangshuyiian. 
This being the case the official in charge of 
the granaries, at the request of the ‘aotai 
and of the department magistrate, address- 
ed a memorial to the Emperor asking for 
permission to distribute from the T‘ung- 
chow granary two hundred piculs of the 
coarser kind of rice.—Rescript.— Noted. 


2nd December. 
No papers of interest. 


3rd December. 
DEATH OF PO WANG, SON OF SENGKOLINCH‘IN. 


Decree: Poyénnomuhu, Prince of the 
Khorch‘in tribe in Mongolia, was a loyal, 
zealous and thoroughly trustworthy servant 
of the State. In the reign of Hsien Féng 
he was selected for duty in the Imperial 
presence, and having attracted the favour- 
able notice of the Emperor T‘ung Chih, 
he was created a Bei-léh and granted the 
decoration of the three-eyed peacock 
feather. On the death of his father he 
inherited the title of Prince of the first 
order and became a Minister of the Presence 
and Chamberlain of the Guards. Having 
been raised to the rank of lieutenant-general 
in the Manchu army, he saw active service 
in Féngt‘ien against mounted robbers 
and was subsequently appointed a high 
minister for holding reviews and given 
command of the battalion known as chien 
jui. On our accession to the throne, we 
conferred upon him repeated marks of 
our favour, giving him the control of 
the Peking field force, of the Imperial 
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Equipage department and of the Imperial 
Armoury, in all of which posts he acquitted 
himself with scrupulous care and unflagging 
energy. He had recently received leave 
to enable him to return to his home in 
order to complete the funeral arrangements 
of his parents and we had hoped that on 
his return to Peking he might long 
continue to be the recipient of our favours. 
The news of his sudden demise has filled 
us with the deepest grief. We command 
Huai T‘a-pu, Vice President of the Board 
of Ceremonies at Moukden, to repair to the 
spot and offer oblations to his remains, 
taking with him the ¢‘o-lo pall which we have 
conferred upon him. We allot a sum of Tls. 
5,000 to be paid from the treasury of the 
Board of Revenue at Moukden, to cover the 
expenses of his funeral. Let all the faults 
committed during his official career be con- 
doned and let the yamén concerned report 
upon the other observances to be paid 
to his memory. We command that his 
grandson, A-mu-érh-ling-kuei, shall suc- 
ceed to the title of Prince, and on his son 
Wén-tu-su, we confer the title of Bei-léh 
and his son Po-ti-su we create a Duke, in 
order to manifest our deep regard for the 
memory of a loyal and devoted servant. 


4th December. 


APPOINTMENTS, 


The various officers held by the late 
Poyennomuhu are distributed thus amongst 
the magnates of the metropolis: Prince 
Ch‘ing takes charge of the Armoury and 
the Imperial Equipage department: Fu- 
k‘un is appointed Grand Military Inspector, 
Prince K‘o Ch‘in takes command of the 
Chien Jui troops, and Wén-Hsin becomes 
Lieutenant-General of the Bordered Red 


_ Mongolian Banner. 


5th December. 
No documents of interest. 


6th December. 
Imperial Decrees :— 
DEATH OF SUNG SHEN. 


(1) It is with extreme regret that we 
learn of the death of Sung Shen, late Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments, who 
in the fulfilment of the various duties he 
was called upon to perform, since he entered 
the public service, as a graduate of the 
Hanlin, has always displayed great dili- 
gence and capacity. When some time ago 
he applied for leave on the score of illness 
we were in hopes that ere long he would 
be restored to health and long continue to 
enjoy our favour. Now, however, he has 
passed away and we are deeply grieved. 
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We hereby confer the posthumous rank of 
Grand Guardian of the Heir Apparent on 
the deceased and have issued orders that a 
p‘o lo ching pei (a brocade coverlet) be sent 
to spread over the corpse. Tsai-lien, 
attended by ten officers of the Imperial 
Guard, will perform the libations on 
our behalf and all rites customary on the 
death of a President of a Buard are to be 
strictly observed. A grant of Tls. 500 out 
of the Privy Purse will be made towards 
defraying the funeral expenses and all 
penalties the late ofticer may have incurred 
are remitted. His son, a Senior Licentiate 
of the first class, is hereby appointed Senior 
Secretary of a Board:and when he comes 
of age will be appointed to one of the 
Boards in order that he may make himself 
acquainted with his duties. 

(2) Kuei Pin (Prince Jui) is hereby 
appointed an Imperial Chamberlain. 


THE DISTURBANCE AT JEHO. 


(3) When some time ago Té-fu, the Lieut. 
Governor of Jeho,reported thatarmed bands 
of lawless characters were creating disturb- 
ances in the Jeho and Ch ‘ao-yang districts, 
Li Hung-chang, Ting-an (Imperial Military 
High Commissioner for Manchuri:), and 
Yii-lu, Military Governor of Shenyching, 
were directed to at ounce despa'ch troops 
to suppress them. Shortly afterwards Yeh 
Chih-ch‘ao, the Commander-in-Chief for 
the province of Chibli, reported that at 
Sanshihchiatzu in the Chienchang district 
he had successfully attacked the rebels, 
and we have now received reports 
from the three officers above mentioned, 
all dated on the same day, announcing that 
they had been victorious in several en- 
counters with these secret society scoun- 
drels. During the seven days from the 
21st to the 28th of November Nieh Kuei- 
lin and Keng Feng-ming, the Brigade 
Generals despatched from Feng-t‘ien, made 
several attacks on the rebels in the Ch ‘ao- 
yang district and took alive two of their 
leaders, Kuo Mai-ch‘ang and Yang-ming. 
Tuhashih, another leader, was killed in 
battle along with more than a thousand of 
his followers. An additional force under 
Chang Yung-ch‘ing has now been sent to 
clear the country round about Changwu- 
t‘aimen. Yeh Chih-ch‘ao’s troops attacked 
the rebels at Wukuanying in the Chien- 
ch‘ang district and slew two great chiefs, 
Fu Lien-hsin and P'eng Tai-ho. The battle 
field was strewn with the bodies of the 
vanquished, amongst whom were many.at- 
tired in the garb of Taoist priests. Untold 
numbers of horses and a quantity of stores 
were likewise captured. The troops are 
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at present scouring the district between 
Chienchang and Ch‘aoyang and a body 
of cavalry has been sent to hem in the 
insurgents on the vorth-west in the region 
of the Khorchin tribes. The news of these 
various successes is very gratifying to us 
and we would impress on the leaders of the 
troops the necessity of rapidly following 
them up and restoring order by clearing 
out every germ of rebellion. 

The following punishments have in 
obedience to our orders been suggested by 
the Board of Civil Otiice and are to be at 
once carried into effect. Té-fu, the Military 
Lieut.-Governor of Jeho, is to be degraded 
one step and retained at his post. Ting- 
yung, the Intendant of the Jeho circuit, is 
to be degraded two steps and retained at 
his post. Chi-shav, the Prefect of Ch’eng- 
té Fu, is to be degraded two steps and 
transferred for service elsewhere. Nocom- 
mutation of these sentences is to be 
permitted. 


AN AGED SCHOLAR. 

The Governor of Yiinnan points out that 
it is permissible under certain circum- 
stances to bring tv the notice of the Throne 
cases of scholars well advanced in years 
who have failed to pass their examinations 
for the degree of chiijen, and begs to 
recommend for favourable consideration 
the case of Lien Hsiang-yang, a hsiuts’ui of 
over eighty years of age, who failed to pass 
at the last examination. He obtained his 
degree of hsints’ai only nine years ago, and 
in the eyes of memorialist his praiseworthy 
endeavours to scale the heights of Par- 
nassus ought to meet with some recognition. 
—Let the Board cousider and report. 


7th December. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


1.—Kuei-heng, President of the Board 
of Punishments. ; 

2.—Huai T‘a-pu, President of the Cen- 
sorate. 

3.—Li-shan, Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household. 

4.—Ch‘ung-hsiang, Prefect of Ch‘engté 
Fu. 

5.—Jung-kuei, to look after the Imperial 
sporting guns. 





COURT CIRCULAR. 

The rites at the Altar of Heaven in con- 
nection with the winter solstice will be 
performed by the Emperor in person on 
the 22nd day of December. 


CONFIRMATION OF PROMOTION. 


Amongst a list of recommendations pre- 
ferred by Chang Yao in connection with 
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the erection of dykes, etc., at Hanchia- 
yiian was one recommending Ch‘en Ping- 
wen, an assistant salt comptroller, for im- 
mediate employment as a prefect with 
brevet rank of the 3rd class. This was 
objected to by the Board on the ground that 
an officer attached to the S.lt department 
could not be recommended for advancement 
because of services rendered in connection 
with river work. The present Governor of 
Shantung submits that Liching and Han- 
chiayiian are the points where at pre- 
sent the Yellow River enters the sea, and 
the only protection against its turbulent 
waters is that afforded by dykes. Were 
these allowed to remain in a state of 
bad repair the very first overflow would 
flood the neighbouring salt drying establish- 
ments, and the supply of salt for some ten 
districts would be cut off at one blow. 
The reason why Ch‘en Ping-wen was ap- 
pointed to assist at the repairs of the 
dykes, was the fact that the maintenance 
thereof very materially affected the salt 
department, and now that all his fellow 
workers have been rewarded it would be 
unfair that he alone should be passed over. 
A precisely similar case occurred last year 
in which the Board raised an objection 
which was subsequently overruled, and 
memorialist would request that the same 
course be pursued in this instance.— Request 
granted. 
8th December. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Kuei-hsiang, Lieut.-General bordered 
white banner (Chinese). 
(2) I-lin, Intendant of the Hotung Cir- 
cuit, Shansi. 
IMPERIAL MAUSOLEA. 


The guardians of the Mausolea report 
the weeding out of the decayed trees in 
the groves in connection with the various 
Imperial tombs, and the planting of fresh 
ones to take their place. 

No further papers of interest. 


9th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have learned with great regret 
the news of the death of I Jung, late Tartar 
General at Ninghsia. In recognition of his 
many faithful services extending over a 
long period of years we hereby direct that 
the honours customarily bestowed on 
ofticers of his rank be conferred on the 
deceased and that any penalties he may 
have incurred during his tenure of oftice be 
remitted. 

(2) I-yin has applied for leave to vacate 
his post on the ground of ill-health. We 
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hereby give him permission to do so 
and his place will be taken by one of the 
high officers of the Household. 

(3) Wen-hsing is hereby appointed Vice- 
President, Board of Rites, Moukden, and 
Ch‘ihsin Senior Vice-President, Board of 
Rites (Peking ?) 

(4) Yii-te is hereby appointed Deput; 
Lieut.-General Bordared White ianaey 
(Chinese.) 


(5) Chung-kuang is hereby appointed 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Works and to take charge of the Coinage 
Department. 


(6) The following movements are to take 
place: 

Pe-lung will take command of the right 
wing of the Vanguard Division. 

I-kung is transferred to the post of Cap- 
tain General of the White Banner. Shang 
Ch‘ang-mao is appointed Captain General 
of the Red Banner, and the acting appoint- 
ment as Captain General of the Bordered 
White Banner held by the latter will be 
filled by K‘o-ch‘in. 


MURAL WORKS IN TURKESTAN. 


The officers entrusted with the superin- 
tendence of the erection of a wall round 
the city of Tuguchuk have made the fol- 
lowing report to Ng Erh-ching; ‘‘It is 
now some three years since we commenced 
tolay the foundation of the T‘acheng wall, but 
we would plead in extenuation of this delay 
the early season at which the cold weather 
sets in in these frontier regions, necessita- 
ting a complete stoppage of work for about 
half the year. In the middle of the 10th 
moon of last year the body of the wall was 
completed and we have now on the 25th of 
September to report the final accomplish- 
ment of the whole. The total cost is 
Ts. 198,300. 

On receipt of this report memorialist 
deputed an officer to survey the wall, and 
according to a statement made by the latter 
its dimensions are as follows :—circum- 
ference five li; height twenty-two feet ; 
breadth at base thirty-one feet; breadth 
at summit twenty-two feet. There are 
six towers on the wall, not including the 
four corner towers, one large platform for 
mounting guns and six smaller ones. The 
work throughout is of the most substantial 
nature, and the best materials only have 
been employed. Memorialist would point 
out that the cost of everything in such an 
outlying region as Tarbagatai is double of 
what it would be elsewhere and that great 
difficulty was experienced in getting to- 
gether the necessary material, Taking 


these various circumstances into considera- 
tion memorialist is of opinion that those 
concerned should receive some reward for 
the very excellent services they have ren- 
dered and he would request permission 
to recommend the more deserving for pro- 
motion.—Request granted. 


10th December. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
(1) Kuei-hsiang to be Deputy Lieut. 
General Bordered Yellow Banner (Mongol). 
(2) Fench‘e to the same position in the 
Bordered White Banner (Chinese). 
(3) Until Huait‘apu can take up his post 
as President of the Censorate, Ching-hsin 
will act temporarily for him. 


POVERTY OF THE URGA EXCHEQUER. 


The Imperial Agent at Urga finds him- 
self compelled to make an appeal for funds 
to enable him to pay expenses. The terri- 
tory under his jurisdiction is of wide 
extent, and berdering as it does on the 
Russian frontier, political questions are 
for ever cropping up. The total revenue 
of the agency is Tis. 1,800 per annum, 
being made up of the ground-rent and 
the interest from sums on_ deposit. 
This small amount, which is all that is 
available, barely suffices to pay the wages 
of the staff, and for other expenses such as 
rewards to the police and the entertain- 
ment of Russian officials at Kiachta it 
has hitherto been customary to raise loans 
from the merchants, which were repaid out 
of the fines levied on those who failed 
within a given time to effect arrests which 
they were ordered to make. In this man- 
ner it was possible to work along after a 
fashion, but of late memorialist has had to 
impress on the tribal chieftains the neces- 
sity of putting down brigandage with a 
firm hand and discontinuing the habit they 
had of contenting themselves with paying 
a fine when they could not effect the arrest 
of the outlaws. 


The result is that much better order pre- 
vails throughout the country, but theincome 
from fines has dwindled down to nothing 
and it has become impossible to apply to 
the merchants for fresh loans. The cost 
of living in Kirin is very much higher 
than it is elsewhere, and those who have 
to support families find it extremely hard 
to make both ends meet. Memorialist is 
therefore very reluctantly compelled tomake 
application for an annual grant towards 
defraying expenses in his district, and 
would pray that the Board be instructed 
to set apart a sum of Tls. 2,000 for the use 
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of the Urga agency.-—Referved to the Board 
of Revenue for consideration. 


11th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yeh Chi-ch’ao has presented us with a 
memorial reporting a victory he has obtained 
over the rebels in the Yiishulin district. 
When the disturbances first broke out, 
Yeh received instructions to take immediate 
steps torestoreorder, and inconformity with 
these instructions detached a body of troops 
under Colonel Pan Wan-ts’ai to conduct 
operations at Wuhuand Maliang. Steadily 
pressing in on the insurgents he came on 
them in force at Yiishulin on the 30th cf 
November. The rebels, of whom there 
were about two thousand, made most obsti- 
nate resistance, contesting every street in 
the town and fighting with great deter- 
mination for about four hours. At length, 
however, being hemmed in on all sides, 
they had to give way and were all put 





to the sword. A great number of hor-- 


ses and stores fell into the hands of 
the Imperial troops. The rebels in the 
neighbouring villages, when they heard that 
their friends were being attacked, came to 
their aid but were beaten off with the loss 
of over a hundred of their number. Several 
of their leaders in yellow garments were 
killed, likewise one of the pseudo-princes 
Chi Yaoshih and four other conspicuous 
chiefs. From Yiishulin P‘an made his 
way to Hsich‘iaot‘ou clearing the country 
as he went along. To the east of Chien- 
ch‘ang a rebel leader Liu-Huai had taken 
up his head quarters and was plundering 
and ravaging the country round about. 
General Nieh Shih-ch‘eng on the 3rd inst. 
proceeded against him and utterly defeated 
him, capturing guns, horses, standards 
and drums. The latter officer is now 
moving into the Heishui district, having 
completely cleared the country round 
Chiench‘ang, the roads and means of com- 
munication being all free. 

These reports give us great satisfaction 
and we would impress on Yeh and his 
subordinates the necessity of going on as 
they have begun and of ridding the country 
entirely of every vestige of rebellion. 


DEATH OF A MONGOL CHIEFTAIN. 


Yii Lu reports the death of the chief of 
the Khorchin tribe who two months ago 
received leave to attend to the interment 
of his mother. It appears that he erected 
a matshed in the family burying ground in 
order to be able to superintend the neces- 
sary arrangements in person, and while 
there caught a chill which proved fatal. 
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12th December. 


THE INSURRECTIONARY MOVEMENT TO THE 
EAST OF J€éHO. 

Ting An, the Imperial Military commis- 
sioner in Manchuria, and Yi Lu, the 
Governor of Féngt‘ien, submit a memorial 
in which they report the result of certain 
engagements which have been fought with 
the rebels in the Ch‘aoyang district, and 
give an account of the arrangements which 
have been made with regard to the dis- 
poe of the additional troops that have 

een despatched to deal with the outbreak. 
Immediately information reached the me- 
morialists of the rising in Chaoyang, they 
sent troops to suppress the movement and 
forwarded a joint memorial to the Throne, 
reporting the action they had taken in the 
matter. On the 22nd of November Yii Lu 
received an Imperial Decree which was 
transmitted to him by telegraph, and he 
then despatched another memorial giving 
a general summary of what was going on. 
Another Decree reached him on the 26th 
of November, a copy of which was for- 
warded to the military authorities with 
instructions to act in concert and put forth 
every effort to annihilate the rebels, On 
the 25th of November, General Nieh Kuei- 
lin telegraphed that on reaching the Ch‘ao- 
yang district on the 21st of November, he 
learnt that the rebels had fought an engage- 
ment with the trained braves of Ch‘ao- 
yang at a place called Pachiao Shan. 
He marched at the head of his men 
and attacked the enemy on two sides, kill- 
ing over 200 of their number and taking a 
dozen or more of them prisoners. The main 
force of the rebels effected a retreat, and 
on the ensuing day he followed them up 
to a place called T‘aohuat‘u, about 60 li 
to the east of Ch‘aoyang, where he made 
an onslaught upon them with his whole 
force and killed over 50 of them. One 
petty officer on the Imperialist side fell in 
action and another was severely wounded. 
The rebels made good their retreat under 
cover of night. The pursuit was continued 
on the following day and the enemy were 
encountered drawn up in regular battle 
array to the number of over 2,000 men. 
General Nieh divided his troops into three 
columns, one of which was to direct the 
attack upon the east, the second on the 
west, while the third was to assail the 
enemy’s centre. A most obstinate and 
hard fought engagement, lasting from 
seven in the morning to two in the 
afternoon, ended in the complete rout of 
the rebels, seven hundred of whom fell 
in action, while over thirty others were 
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made prisoners. 200 guns, spears and other 
weapons, and over 20 flags were captured 
by the Imperialists. After the troops had 
been withdrawn from the field, the muster 
roll was called and seven men were found 
to be wounded. The rebels retreated to- 
wards the north and darkness coming on, 
the pursuit could not be continued. 


On the 24th and 26th of November 
General Kéng Féng-ming forwarded tele- 
graphic reports to the following effect: On 
the morning of the 23rd he came upon a 
detached body of the rebels numbering 
over 300, at a place called Laoyenkou about 
60 li from the Ch‘ingho gate in the palisade 
separating Manchuria from Chihli. He 
immediately put himself at the head of his 
men and made a dash for the enemy. Forty 
or more of them were killed, 29, including 
the rebel leader, Kuo Wan-ch‘ang, were 
made prisoners, and over 100 of them were 
burnt to death. A great quantity of flags 
and ammunition was captured and the 
remnant of the rebels made their escape 
to Tamiao, Chulékotai, and other places. 
On the 25th November the enemy 
were pursued as far the latter place 
where they mustered to the number of 
about 1,400, all well armed and prepared 
to hold their ground against the Imperial 
troops. The General, at the head of his 
men, led the attack which lasted from early 
morning till late in the afternoon, and 
ended in the complete defeat of the rebels, 
whose loss amounted to several hundreds. 
The rebels gained possession of a hill and 
were able to effect their retreat, but they 
were being hotly pursued. 


On the 28th November a report was 
received from the Military Commandant of 
Yichou and the Prefect, in which they 
stated that having discovered the presence 
of brigands on the frontier they despatched 
a force of troops to operate against them. 
About 80 of the enemy were encountered 
at a place called Shuich‘iiant‘un and 
several women, fully armed, were noticed 
in their ranks. The enemy swarmed to 
the attack, but were driven back and 
obliged to take refuge in a compound which 
was stormed by the Imperial troops. In 
the mélée which ensued a lieutenant had 
both his hands badly hacked, and another 
officer received a severe wound. Two of 
the rebels were killed, one man and one 
woman, and the head of the sect, Tu Pa- 
shih, met with the same fate. Nine 
others, including two females, subsequently 
fell fighting. The rebel leader Yang Ming 
managed to make his escape, but five of 


his confederates were captured alive, 
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On the 28th November Captain Yi 
Sang-a telegraphed that in an engage- 
ment which he had fought two days 
previously with the rebels he had slaugh- 
tered seventy or eighty of them and 
taken twenty prisoners, Such is the sub- 
stance of the reports that have been received 
from the various columns operating against 
the rebels, and it shows that the troops 
have acquitted themselves with dashing 
bravery and have gained successes in the 
actions that have so far taken place. The 
number of the rebels in the three depart- 
ments and districts of Ch‘aoyang, Chien- 
ch‘ang, and P‘ingch‘iian is very large, and 
close communication is maintained between 
the numerous branches of the rebel force. 
On the 23rd of November, Yii Lu sent 
re-inforcements under the command of Cap- 
tain Ch‘éng Nan-sén to assist in the opera- 
tions that are being conducted against 
the enemy in the Ch‘aoyang district. 
Recent reports show that bands of rebels 
are plundering, murdering, and burning in 
the vicinity of Hsinlitun and Halat‘aolikai. 
These two places are quite close to the 
districts of Kuangning and Hsinmin in the 
lower province of Manchuria and it is feared 
that the movement, if not checked, may 
spread across the frontier. Strong reinforce- 
ments have been sent to this locality under 
the command of General Chang Yung- 
ch‘ing. The memorialists promise to fur- 
nish the Throne from time to time with all 
the reports that reach them on the subject. 
—Rescript already published. 


13th December. 


PANISHMENT OF OFFICIALS FOR NEGLECT IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE RECENT INSURRECION. 


The President of the Board of Civil Office 
and his colleagues in the other Boards 
submit a memorial in which, acting under 
Imperial instructions, they determine the 
penalties to be imposed upon the officials in 
the Jého district for their neglect in connec- 
tion with the recent outbreak. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor at Jého, Té-fu, represented 
that the rising had its origin in a feud 
which the insurgents had with the Ao-han 
Mongolian league. The movement spread 
to the Ch‘ao-yang district which was pillaged 
and devastated in all directions. Ch‘ao- 
yang, which is an unwalled town, was 
over 600 J distant from the Prefectural 
city, and was seized before steps could be 
taken for its defence. The Lieutenant- 
Governor asked that T‘ing-yung, the 
Taotai of Jého, and Ch‘i-sho, the Prefect 
of Ch‘éngté Fu, should both be handed 
over to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty, and suggested that as 
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he himself exercised a concurrent jurisdic- 
tion over the disturbed districts, he 
should be similarly punished. The memo- 
rialists complain that the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor’s memorial does not furnish suffi- 
cient information respecting the outrages 
committed by the insurgents, and await 
further details on this head before proceed- . 
ing to deal with the civil and military 
authorities more immediately concerned. 
In the meantime, they have decided upon 
the following penalties for the three officials 
above mentioned. The Prefect of Ch‘éng- 
té is to lose two steps of commutative rank 
and to be removed to another post. The 
Taotai of Jého is to be degraded two steps 
and to be retained at his post. The 
Lieutenant-Governor, Té-fu, would have 
been degraded one step and allowed to 
remain at his post, but as he has vacated 
office, the mark of degradation will be 
retained against his name in the event 
of his again secking official employment. 
These sentences have been contirmed by 
Imperial Decree. 


14th December. 
THE SILK INDUSTRY IN KUANGSI. 


In the fifth moon of the present year the 
Governor of Kuangsi drew attention to 
the success which had been attained in the 
introduction of the silk industry into his 
province, and solicited the bestowal of 
marks of approbation upon a number of 
officials and gentry who had specially 
exerted themselves in the matter. The 
Emperor, in acknowledging the receipt of 
this memorial, expressed his gratification 
at the progress which had already been 
made, and deferred the question of bestow- 
ing rewards until the industry had spread 
throughout the whole province. The Go- 
vernor now states that all the important 
centres in Kuangsi have opened silk weav- 
ing establishments and that the cultivation 
of the mulberry has received a great im- 
petus. In some places the quantity of 
raw silk produced amounts to several 
tens of thousands of catties, in others it is 
reckoned by hundreds and thousands of 
catties, but everywhere the industry is 
being pursued with the utmost emulation. 
The officials and gentry have warmly sup- 
ported the movement both by their sub- 
scriptions and their personal exertions, 
and it is fitting that their efforts should 
receive suitable acknowledgment. As the 
forwarding of continual applications for 
rewards could not fail to give much trouble, 
the Governor asks permission to issue from 


time to time patents of rank on his own 
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authority, forwarding collective reports of 
the names of recipients periodically to the 
Board.—Granted by Rescript. 


15th December. 


APPOINTMENTS TO THE TSUNGLI YAMEN. 

Ch‘ung-li, Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue and formerly Hoppo at 
Canton, and Hung-chiin, lately Chinese 
Minister in Berlin, have been appointed 
Ministers of the Tsungli Yamén. 


DEATH OF A TAOTAI. 


K‘uei-chiin, the Governor of Shansi, re- 
ports the death of Mai La-hsiin, Salt 
Intendant in that province. The deceased 
had served in the province for over 5 years 
and had devoted much attention to master- 
ing the details of the salt administration. 
The post being one of great importance, 
it is asked that a new appointment should 
be made without delay.—Decree previously 
published. 

16th December. 


No papers of interest. 


17th December. 
THE RISING IN THE JEHO DISTRICT. 


A Decree. We have received a memorial 
from Yeh Chih-ch‘ao in which he reports 
that the Imperial troops have gained succ- 
esses over the rebels at Mao-chia-wo-p‘u and 
have dislodged the rebel encampment in the 
neighbourhood of Kao-érh-téng. On the 2nd 
and 3rd of the present month the rebels of 
Hsi-ch ‘iao-t‘ou fell back and joined their 
forces with those of Mao-chia-wo-p‘u, the 
aggregate force amounting to over 2,000 
men prepared to stake their lives in the 
defence of their stronghold. On the 4th 
they were attacked from different sides by 
the troops under Colonel P‘an Wan-ts‘ai 
and another officer named Chiang Kuang- 
tung, with the result that they were defeat- 
ed with great loss and obliged to seek shelter 
in a village. Here they were again assailed 
on three sides and completely routed. 
Over 10 prominent leaders were killed, 
amongst them being the so-called Princes 
Chao Chin-kuei and Hsii Hsiao-chih, and 
the soi-disant Marquis Ch‘én-chang. The 
number of the killed comprised 300 mount- 
ed brigands and over 1,000 of the rebels 
belonging to the rationalist sect. The 
quantity of arms and flags that fell into 
the hands of the Imperialists was past all 
computation, and one so-called Prince, 
Liu Hsien-t‘ang, who was captured alive, 
was instantly decapitated. On the 6th of 
December the three originators of the 
movement, Wang Ting-hsii, Sung Hsiio- 
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chih, and Sung Lo-ta were captured at a 
place called Erh-shih-chia-tzti and immedia- 
tely decapitated. Another detachment of 
the rebels, which had encamped at a place 
called Kao-érh-téng in the Chien-ch ‘ang dis- 
trict, was attacked by the troops under the 


command of Brigadier Genera] Tséng T‘éng- . 


fang who gained a series of victories over 
them, capturing the books of their member- 
ship, killing a great number of them, and 
taking alive eight of their prominent leaders, 
all of whom were decapitated on the spot. 
Another band, led bya Taoist priest named 
Wu Kuang-shéng, was completely exter- 
minated. Brigadier Genera] Lin Fu-shan 
reported having captured in the neighbour- 
hood of Chien-ch ‘ang the sot disant Prince 
entitled ‘‘Subduer of the West,” T‘ung 
Chieh, who was handed over to the Magis- 
trate for trial and punishment. All the 
country in the vicinity of Kao-érh-téng is 
now tranquil, and the campaign against 
the rebels has been conducted with marked 
success. Let Yeh Chih-ch‘ao take advant- 
age of his present success to make a con- 
centrated assault upon the enemy and 
leave not a remnant of them to cause 
further disturbance. 


FURTHER DECREE ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 


We have received a memorial from Ting- 
an and his colleagues reporting further 
successes against the rebels in the Ch‘ao- 
yang district. When the Jého rebels 
raised a disturbance in the Ch‘aoyang 
district, Ting-An despatched troops to 
make a concerted attack upon them and 
gained repeated victories. The rebels re- 
treated and took up a position in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ch‘ao-pei-ying-tsii. Here they 
were attacked on the 3rd and 7th of Decem- 
ber by the troops under General Chang 
Yung-ch‘ing. Over 1,000 of the enemy 
were captured or killed. Following up this 
success, the Imperialists assailed the rebel 
encampment at Chaoshukou and captured 
a noted ringleader named Li Chiao-ming, 
who was decapitated on the spot. General 
Féng-shéng-a advanced against the rebels 
in the direction of Tamiao and the Palace 
of the Mongolian Pei-ts%, killing over 100 
of them inthe engagement which ensued 
and capturing twenty prisoners, amongst 
whom were a leader known as Ch‘én Lo- 
ming and a Taoist priest called Shéng 
Hsin-ts‘ang, all of whom were summari- 
ly decapitated. General Nieh Kuei-lin 
pursued the rebels to a place called 
Hsinglungwa where he slaughtered about 
150 of them. In a subsequent engage- 
ment the enemy lost over 600 of their 
men, one of their leaders, Hou K‘o-chiin, 
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being captured and beheaded. The opera- 
tions have so far been conducted with great 
success, and We command Ting-An and 
Yii-Lu to lose no time in joining their forces 
with those from Chihli and employing their 
concentrated strength in bringing about 
oe = extermination of the various rebel 
ands. 


MEMORIAL FROM YEH CHIH-CH‘AO ON THE 
SAME SUBJECT. 


Yeh Chih-ch ‘ao, the Commander-in-Chief 
of Chihli, submits a memorial giving a 
detailed account of the operations against 
the rebels and the victories which have 
been won by the troops under his com- 
mand. The present memorial is in con- 
tinuation of a previous report forwarded 
on the same subject. The memorialist 
himself has selected the town of P‘ing- 
ch‘iian Chow for his headquarters. It 
occupies a central position, being 180 li 
East of Jého, 190 lé North of the Hsi- 
féng Pass in the Great Wall, 180 lt West 
of the district town of Chiench‘ang, and 
about 200 lt South of the country occupied 
by the Mongolian K‘élach‘in Banner force, 
and is a suitable place from which to 
direct the operations of the campaign. 
Parties of troops are sent out daily to scour 
the country in every direction, and over 
100 of the rebels have in this way been 
’ captured and beheaded. On the 30th of 
November, Colonel Han reported that two 
days previously he had discovered a divi- 
sion of the enemy numbering over 2,000 at 
a place called Wafangtien to the South 
East of Chiench‘ang. The Imperial com- 
manders collected their troops with the 
view of making a combined onset upon the 
rebels. The latter came swarming in a 
dense mass, flouting flags and banners, 
and gave battle to the Imperial troops. 
The engagement which followed lasted 
five or six hours, and though the Im- 
perialists fought with the utmost bra- 
very, still the rebel position was not 
shaken. One of their leaders, who wore a 
Taoist cap and embroidered garments, was 
seen brandishing a sword in the thick of 
the fray and performing magical arts in a 
demoniacal attitude. Colonel Han and his 
men made a rush -for the spot where he 
stood and cut him down. The main body 
of the rebel force was thrown into con- 
sternation by the loss of their leader, and 
being attacked on both front and rear, was 
completely routed. Over 500 fell in the 
engagement and 100 horses were found 
dead on the battle field. The enemy 
climbed up a steep hill and tried 
to effect their retreat, but they were 
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cut off by the Imperialists who killed 
over 300 more of them in the pursuit. The 
whole ground was stained with blood and 
strewn with dead bodies. Ten prisoners 
were taken, and their examination elicited 
the fact that ten of their leaders were 
amongst the slain. The Imperialists lost 
two killed and had 20 men wounded. 
The memorialist remarks that since the 
beginning of the present outbreak this 
division of the rebels had wildly asserted 
their powers of witchcraft and had worked 
upon the popular imagination. At first, 
they confined themselves to pluoderine 
and burning chapels and Mongol establish- 
ments and later on they took to harry- 
ing and killing the peaceable Chinese 
population. Their destruction has restored 
P‘ingchiian and the vicinity to compara- 
tive tranquillity, and it is thought that the 
experience of this branch of the rebel force 
will serve as a salutary lesson to their con- 
federates elsewhere. The memorialist con- 
fesses that on reaching P‘ingch‘iian he was 
afraid that the forces at his disposal 
were insuflicient to cope with the rebels. 
Thanks, however, to the picked men sent 
by the Viceroy, who marched a distance of 
between 700 to 800 Ji in less than five days, 
the situation is now entirely changed. The 
memorialist concludes by explaining the 
arrangements which he has made regarding 
the disposition ,of the troops under his 
command and solicits permission to submit, 
for the bestowal of rewards, the names of 
these of his officers and men who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in action. 


18th December. 

FURTHER MEMORIAL ON THE REBELLION. 

Yeh Chih-ch‘ao submits a memorial in 
which he reports the result of certain 
operations conducted against the rebels at 

ii-shu-lin and the despatch of reinforce- 
ments to protect the region under the 
Prince of the Ka-la-ch‘in Mongols. After 
referring to the reports which he had for- 
warded on the 30th of November and on 
the 3rd of December, the memorialist 
acknowledges the receipt of an Imperial 
Decree, dated the 2nd of December, which 
had been transmitted to him through the 
Grand Council. In this the Emperor stated 
that a memorial had been received from 
Té Fu, the Lieutenant-Governor of Jého, 
reporting the measures that had been taken 
for suppressing the rising and adding that 
the Prince of the Ao-han Banner had 
applied to him for assistance against the 
rebels. On the same day the Mongolian 
Superintendency forwarded a representa- 
tion which had been addressed to them by 
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the Prince of the Kalach‘in Mongols detail- 
ing the outrages committed in that region 
by the marauders. Li Hung-chang and 
Yeh Chih-ch‘ao were commanded to make 
immediate arrangements for despatching 
troops to crush the movement. 

The Kalach‘in country, the memorialist 
explains, is over 200 Ji to the north-west 
of P‘ing-ch‘iian Chow, and the Ao-han 
Banner occupies a region some 500 li to 
the north-east of that place. As soon 
as it was known that a disturbance existed 
in this locality, two battalions of troops 
were at once despatched by the Viceroy 
Li and they arrived at their destination 
on the 29th November. Two parties of 
mounted troops were sent to operate 
against the rebels, one under the command 
of P‘an Wan-ts‘ai proceeding by way of 
Wuhumaliang, and another under General 
Nieh Shih-ch‘éng going by way of Yehpo- 
shou. Ina report from the former officer 
bearing date the 30th November he states 
that when he had got half-way on his 
journey he was besieged by earnest peti- 
tions for assistance from the brother of 
Duke A and a number of other influen- 
tial Mongols. Taking them as guides he 
continued his march to a place called Tien- 
t‘u where he could descry the flames of 
burning buildings in the distance. He 
ascertained that the enemy were burning 
and plundering the country in the neigh- 
bourhood of Yiishulin, at a distance of 
about 70 li. As the sun was setting, he 
ordered a halt and allowed men and horses 
to refresh themselves. The Mongols who 
accompanied him were sent forward as 
scouts and a quick march was maintained 
all night through. On the way three of the 
enemy’s spies were caught and beheaded, 
and as day dawned Yiishulin was reached. 
The scouts reported that inside the town 
the enemy had mustered 1,700 or 1,800 in- 
fantry and over 200 cavalry, and that all the 
surrounding villages were full of them: 
that the rebel leader was one Li Yao-shih, 
who styled himself a Prince, and that the 
second in command was Sun-hui, a soi- 
disant Marquis. On learning of the 
approach of the Imperialist force, they 
had blocked the ends of the street 
and had prepared to defend themselves 
to the death. The commander ofthe Im- 
perialists immediately ordered his men 
to make a rush on the town and engage the 
enemy with their short arms in hand-to- 
hand combat. After about a hundred of 
them had been cut down, the rebels retired 
in tothe large enclosure of a pawnshop which 
being surrounded by a double circuit of 
strong walls was really as impregnable as a 
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fortress. Here they were closely invested 
by the Imperialist forces who encountered 
a terrible fire in trying to carry the place. 
A bloody combat, with shot raining like 
hail, was kept up for fully four hours, 
when the walls were breached and the 
rebels inside the enclosure completely ex- 
terminated. The booty that was seized 
comprised 100 horses, five hundred pieces 
of armour of various kinds, including some 
cannon and other big guns, ten yellow 
flags, and ten yellow uniforms. The rebels 
in the surrounding country, on hearing of 
the attack on their confederates, came 
crowding to their rescue in large num- 
bers. Of these over one hundred infantry 
and 50 cavalry were killed, and 100 wea- 
pons were captured : also, a bronze image 
representing the false deity of their creed 
and over 20 other rebel badges. Amongst 
those killed were found the bodies of the 
so-called Prince Li Yao-shih, the soi disant 
Marquis Sun-hui, and three other noted 
leaders. The Imperialists lost three men 
and had six others wounded. General 
Nieh Shih-ch‘éng reported that on the 3rd 
of December he ascertained through his 
scouts that a body of the rebels numbering 
over 1,000 under the leadership of one 
Liu-huai were pillaging and ravaging the 
whole country in the neighbourhood of Yeh- 
poshou, a place to the east of the district 
of Chiench‘ang. A pitched battle followed 
which lasted a couple of hours and resulted 
in a loss of over 300 men to the enemy. 
Still, however, they held their position with 
unwavering courage, and in the distance 
their leader could be descried brandishing 
his weapons under a big red flee bearing 
the character ‘‘ Generalissimo.” His death, 
which followed almost immediately, con- 
vinced the rebels that their position was 
no longer tenable and they broke up in 
the utmost confusion. In the pursuit 
over 100 of them were killed, and the 
remainder having ascended a hill, night- 
fall put an end to the conflict. The 
following were amongst the articles cap- 
tured on this occasion :—3 big guns, 10 
fowling pieces, 50 other weapons, 4 carts, 
90 horses and mules, 4 drums, 10 flags, and 
one Commander’s flag bearing the words 
‘Liu Huai.” Liu Huai himself was found 
to have been killed in the engagement and 
over 20 prisoners were decapitated in 
front of the ranks. The loss on the side 
of the Imperialists was two killed and three 
wounded. Another report stated that a 
force of the enemy numbering about 1,000 
had collected at a place called Heishui 
about 200 li distant from Yehposhou. The 
general was leaving a force to nold the 
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latter place and was proceeding to Heishui 
to deal with this fresh contingent of ma- 
rauders. The memorialist, remarking on 
the above reports, states that the damage in- 
flicted upon the Mongolian country by these 
marauding hordes is past all conception, and 
expresses his belief that the complete defeat 
of the flower of the rebel force at Yiishulin 
and Yehposhou will have a powerful effect 
in checking the movement. These two 
victories have re-established communica- 
tion with P‘ingchiian, Chiench‘ang, and 
the surrounding country, and have restored 
comparative tranquillity in the south-west 
portion of the region under the jurisdiction 
of the Ka-la-ch‘in Prince. The memorialist 
concludes by stating his intention of making 
use of the present opportunity, when he 
has such a large force on the spot, to 
make a complete clearance of the marauders 
who have for years past infested the whole 
country north of the Great Wall. 


19th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Directors of the Peking Granaries 
report that on the 16th inst. fire broke out 
in the Haiyiin granary and destroyed an 
empty division thereof before the flames 
could be extinguished. They go on to 
say that the keepers in charge have been 
sent to the Board for examination and 
they request that they themselves be 
punished for their carelessness. Strict 
investigation must be made as to how the 
fire originated and those concerned duly 
punished. 


HONOURS TO A DECEASED OFFICIAL. 


Fu-jun presents a petition on behalf of 
the gentry of the P‘englai district, Téng- 
choufu, asking for permission to erect a 
special shrine at Téngchou in honour of 

u Ch‘ang-ch ‘ing, late Naval Commander- 
in-Chief of the Kuangtung province. Wu 
was an Anhui man whose father was killed 
by the rebels and who in consequence 
devoted his life to avenge the death of his 
parent. He conducted several expeditions 
against the rebels in various provinces 
with great success, and was in the 5th and 
6th years of the present reign appointed to 
superintend the coast defences of the 
Shantung province. Whilst holding that 
appointment he left nothing undone to 
protect the interests of the people 
and was so successful in maintaining 
order that it was almost unnecessary 
for the inhabitants to bar their doors by 
night. He took a special delight in con- 
versing with literary men, and every educa- 
tional scheme enjoyed his fostering care. 
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One could hardly realise that he was a 
military leader. Nor did he confine his 
attention purely to such matters. When- 
ever any distress broke out in the district 
or any public works had to be undertaken, 
his name was always at the head of every 
subscription list. He strove in every 
possible way to benefit those around 
him, and when he left for Corea thousands 
of people assembled of their own accord 
to bid him farewell. They have still 
such a lively recollection of his many excel- 
lent qualities that now that he has passed 
away they feel they ought to do honour to 
his memory and accordingly apply for per- 
mission to erect a special shrine in his 
honour at Téngchou.— Request granted. 


20th December. 
DECREE. 


Pending the arrival of Kuei Pin at his 
post as Military Governor of Jeho to fill 
the vacancy created by the death of the 
late incumbent Té Fu, the Intendant of 
the Jeho circuit will temporarily hold the 
appointment. 


FRONTIER TELEGRAPHS, 


Li Hung-chang, the Governor-General of 
the Yiin-kuei provinces, and the Governor 
of Yiinnan report the completion of the 
junction of the Yiinnan telegraphs with 
the French lines, and apply for rewards 
for those who have more especially dis- 
tinguished themselves in connection with 
this work. It was originally arranged that 
eighteen months after the Imperial sanc- 
tion had been obtained the junction of the 
two telegraph systems was to be effected, 
and as the decree sanctioning the under- 
taking was issued in December 1888, the 
line had to be completed by June 1890, 
The superintending of the work was vested 
in Li Pi-ch‘ang, an expectant Taotai in 
charge of the Yiin-kuei telegraph lines, 
He began on the 1st of March to erect 
the poles and stretch the wires and on 
the 20th of May the line from Méngtze 
to Paosheng was completed. The district 
between Méngtze and Paosheng, which is 
situated on the east bank of the Red River, 
is one mass of mountain into which even 
cutters of firewood and shepherds do not 
care to penetrate. The preparatory survey 
which Li undertook with the foreign assist- 
ant Jansen (?) was a work of untold diffi- 
culty and too great credit cannot be given 
to those concerned for having completed 
the function within thegiven time, especially 
when one considers the difficulty of obtain- 
ing the requisite material and transporting 
it to the scene of operations, The rapidity 
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with which the line was laid has not been 
paralleled in any other province and 
memorialists have no hesitation in stating 
that those concerned fully deserve to be 
rewarded for their services, as to them it is 
due that China was enabled to avoid the 
reproach of not having strictly fulfilled her 
treaty obligations. 


21st December. 
" IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ting-an and Yii-lu report particulars of 
a further victory which the Government 
troops have gained over the rebels in the 
Ch‘aoyang district. It appears that the 
Ch‘aoyang rebels found their way to Hei- 
ch‘engtzu which they made their head 
quarters but from which they were driven 
on the 10th inst. by the General Command- 
ant Feng Sheng-a, assisted by Colonel 
Ch‘eng Nan-sen and Brigade-General Keng 
Feng-ming, who hemmed them in on three 
sides and utterly defeated them. The 
remnant of their forces entrenched them- 
selves in the public offices at Peitzufu and 
kept up a most determined resistance. 
About a thousand of them were slain 
and several of their leaders and ninety 
others taken alive. General Nieh Kuei-lin 
was similarly successful at Tachangtzu, as 
was General Chang Yung-ch‘ing at Shih- 
fo-kou. The former killed two of their 
leaders and took thirty prisoners, and the 
latter took three of their leaders whom he 
summarily executed. The high otticers 
concerned are hereby directed to take 
immediate advantage of the terror that the 
news of our victories will infuse into the 
minds of the rebels and to send out all their 
available troops to act in co-operation with 
the Chihli forces in speedily exterminating 
the insurgents, 


ADDITIONAL TROOPS FOR HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan points out the 
difficulty he has in maintaining order in 
his province, bounded as it is on the 
south by Hupeh on the east by Anhui 
and Kiangsu, and on tle north by Chihli 
and Shantung. The south-western portion 
especially, which consists principally of 
mountains and large tracts of waste lands, 
is a favourite resort for lawless characters ; 
and unless there are experienced troops 
to keep order the peace and well-being of 
the people can with difficulty be main- 
tained. After their recent troubles it is 
most essential that the inhabitants 
should be left quiet and undisturbed in 
order that they may in some measure be 
enabled to restore their fallen fortunes. 
Apart from the three brigades of irregular 
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troops (lien chiin) the only troops available 
for police duty are the Ching-pu and Wei- 
ching battalions ; to which may be added 
the recently returned detachments of the 
Sung Wu-chiin, consisting of two battalions 
of infantry and three patrols of horse. 
There is this peculiar feature about Honan : 
that the areas to be protected are of such 
wide extent that a large number of troops 
once it is distributed over them does not 
look nearly so formidable as it would were 
it massed at one point, nor can it render 
such efficient service as it could do were 
it possible by posting detachments at 
certain central positions to hold the 
country in check. Memorialist has heard 
that the Governor of Shantung proposes to 
dismiss about five hundred of the Sung 
Wu Chiin, who are too old for active 
service, and as the funds for the mainten- 
ance of this force are defrayed by Honan 
memorialist would request permission to 
utilise the money thus saved, in enlisting 
an extra battalion for service in his own 
province, where it would be most useful in 
maintaining order. —Let the Board concerned 
consider and report. 


22nd December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Té Ling, a ceremonial usher, is at the 
instance of the Grand Chamberlain to be 
delivered to the Board for punishment for 
that he did yesterday conduct in an im- 


; proper manner a certain portion of the 


services in connection with the solemn 
sacrifices on the occasion of the Winter 
Solstice. 


CASE OF ABDUCTION. 


Towards the end of June in the present 
year Tséng Yao-erh, a native of Mienyang 
Chou, Hupeh, fell in with a certain man 
named Yang and whilst strolling along to- 
getherthey began totalk about their extreme 
poverty and the difficulty they found in mak- 
ingends meet. Amongst other suggestions 
Tséng proposed that they should get hold of 
some young girl, sell her, and divide the 
proceeds. Yang hereupon stated that he 
was very intimately acquainted with a man 
named Liu Hsin-yiin, who had a daughter 
about ten years old, just the sort of thing 
they wanted, and that he was willing to 
assist in carrying her off. They then invited 
three others, Chang I-hsiang, Hsiao Yin- 
keu and Liu San-lin, to join in their plot, 
and fixed on the first of July as the day for 
carrying it into execution. On the day 
appointed Tséng appeared at the rendezvous 
armed with some foreign matches, a sharp 
knife and an iron measuring rod, Liu and 
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Hsiao carried wooden staves, but the others 
came empty-handed. At midnight they 
proceeded to Liu Hsin-yiin’s house, which 
was entered by Tséng accompanied by Liu 
and Hsiao, Chang and Yang waiting for 
them outside. It so happened that the 
master of the house was absent on a visit 
to some friends at T‘ienmén and the only 
epople at home were the girl and her 
mother, who were of course unable to offer 
any resistance. Once they had obtained 
possession of the child they were in some 
doubt as to what to do with her, but 
eventually agreed to ship her off to Han- 
kow and sell her there. This they accord- 
ingly did, and on arrival there they 
took lodgings and set about finding a 
purchaser, assisted by a fsllow villager 
Ch‘en-hsiang, who was induced by a pro- 
mise of part of the proceeds to lend 
them his assistance. Before, however, they 
had managed to effect the sale of the girl, 
Tséng, Chang, and Ch‘en were arrested 
by the police, who had been set on their 
track by Liu Hsin-yiin, and were brought 
before the Wuch‘ang Prefect for trial. 
The result of this trial was that Tséng was 
summarily put to death for having plotted 
to abduct a girl, and Chang was sentenced 
to death by strangulation after the autumn 
assizes for acting ashisaccomplice. Ch‘en 
who rendered them assistance in Hankow 
was thus made a participator in their crime 
and has been sentenced to 100 blows and 
banishment to a distance of over 3,000 li. 


23rd and 24th December. 
REPORT OF THE HONAN COMMISSION. 
K‘un Kang and Ch’ien Ying-p‘u report 
the result of the mission of enquiry into 
certain matters in Honan on which they 
were sent by direct orders from His 
Majesty in person. They afterwards re- 
ceived from the Grand Secretariat a copy 


of the original memorial of indictment, ~ 


whilst en route they received at Chochou 
copy of an Imperial Decree dated the 28th 
of October, summarising the various points 
of the indictment and directing them to 
enquire into these matters and report in 
full. They arrived at the provincial capital 
of Honan on the 13th of November, and 
immediately set to work with their secre- 
taries to go into the various details, and 
after having personally examined the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer Liao Shou-féng, the Pro- 
vincial Judge Ch‘ang Lu, and the Prefect 
of K‘aiféug Wu Ch‘ing-shou, they have 
now humbly to present the result of their 
investigations. 

(1) In the memorial of indictment it is 
stated that Lien Ying, the district magistrate 
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of Linchang, made a report with regard to 
locusts in his district, which was not ac- 
cepted as true by his immediate superior 
Hsieh ‘Tsu-yiian, the Prefect, who sent a 
deputy to enquire into the matter. This 
had such an effect on Lien’s mind that he 
became insane and killed his wife. When 
the Governor got to hear of this he was of 
opinion that undue pressure had been ex- 
ercised by the Prefect, and sent ofticers to 
arrested the weiywan whom he had sent to 
make enquiries along with the prefect’s 
private secretary, with the result that Hsieh 
died of grief and shame. As this charge 
had for its origin a visitation of locusts, 
memorialists made it their duty to sift the 
matter from the very beginning and they 
find that in the 5th moon of the present 
year Hsieh Tsu-yiian, the Prefect of Chang- 
t‘é, learned that locusts had made their 
appearance in certain villages in the Kei- 
huang district. As Linchang immediately 
adjoins Keihuang he directed Lien Ying 
to make a report on his district. Ags 
Lien reported that no locusts had been 
found in the Linchang villages the Per- 
fect was afraid that this could not be 
accurate as the whole of the neighbouring 
country was swarming with them, and 
sent deputies on two occasions to make 
enquiries, which it was clearly his 
duty to do. These reported that Lien’s 
statements were in accordance with fact 
and that uo locusts were to be seen. When 
a month Jater Lien Ying in a fit of in- 
sanity killed his wife, the Governor, afraid 
lest this fit might have been brought on 
by the locust affair, sent an expectant 
Prefect to make enquiries. This was but 
natural in the interests of the public, and 
no blame can attach to him on that account. 
In his rescript on the Changté Prefect’s 
report he simply asked for fuller parti- 
culars ; nothing was said about arresting 
the deputy or his private secretary. Hsieh 
Tsu-yiian moreover died on the 22nd of 
August, and the servant who reported his 
death stated that it was due to a carbuncle 
which the doctors were unable to cure. 
The story that he died of grief and shame 
is thus proved to be inaccurate. 

(2) The second charge, that the Yenching 
District Magistrate, Kuo Ping-hsin, had 
poisoned himself under very suspicious 
circumstances is thus explained. In the 
7th moon of the 15th year Kuo Ku-t‘ao, 
the holder of the substantive appointment 
as Yenching Hsien, was transferred to 
act at Shangcheng and Kuo Ping-hsin 
was appointed to take his place for the 
time being. When he took over charge 
he signed a deed stating that the accounts 
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were all in order, but when in the 
4th moon of the present year Kuo Ku- 
t‘ao returned to his post he found de- 
falcations in the accounts amounting to 
over Tls. 3,300. Ping-hsin being unable 
to clear off this amount, took poison and 
died. All this was duly reported at the 
time and a formal enquiry made. Memor- 
ialists see no reason to doubt the statement 
made by the Governor in his memorial to 
the Throne that Kuo Ping-hsin committed 
suicide on account of his inability to make 
good the deticiencies in his accounts. 

(3) The third charge is that of the 
scandal caused by the daughter of an 
old woman named Ma living in the Gover- 
nor’s yamén, and the peculiar way in 
which the assassin who made an attempt 
on the Governor’s life was got out of the 
way in order to hush up disagreeable 
evidence which might have come out at his 
trial. The Governor when questioned re- 
plied as follows: ‘* When I was Provincial 
Treasurer for Honan the pedlar-woman 
Ma was never in the habit of frequenting 
my yamén, nor do T tind it on record that 
the late Governor T‘u Tsung-ying ordered 
her expulsion. When last year I took over 
charge of my present post it is true one of 
my female servants was named Ko, but I 
deny that she married her son to a daughter 
of the woman named Ma.” This was 
corroborated by the evidence given by the 
Provincial Treasurer and the Provincial 
Judge. An examination of the archives 
shows that Wang Yung-sh‘eng, the soldier 
of the Governor’s escort who made an attack 
on his life, was under the influence of 
drink when he did so. He was strictly 
examined by the Kaiféng Prefect and the 
evidence was called of one of his comrades 
who lived in the same room with him. 
The next day, however, he died of heat 
apoplexy and a regular inquest was held by 
the Hsiangfu Hsien. All this was duly 
reported by the Governor atthe time and the 
charges are thus proved to be groundless. 

(4) The fourth paragraph states that the 
Governor allows his servants to exact a gate 
squeeze of Tls. 48 from every subordinate 
who comes to the yamén, and that the 
amount paid by the ‘‘ Shou” Hsien (i.e. the 
Hsien in whose district the provincial capi- 
tal is situated) is so large that even the 
women-servants get their share of the spoil. 
‘The Fant‘ai and Nieht‘ai were directed 
ito enquire into this matter and they 
report that at the yamén it is the duty of 
‘the Hsiinp‘u officials to receive visitors, 
that the Governor’s servants have nothing 
to do with the gate, and that they never 
cheard of any squeeze having been levied 
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there. The Kiangfu Hsien on being inter- 
rogated likewise stated that he had never 
distributed money amongst the servants, 
male or female. 


The fifth charge is that of unlawfully 
establishing a likin station in the Tang 
district and thus causing a disturbance. 
This is explained in the following man- 
ner. Yiiant‘anchen or Yiianyiinch‘en in 
the Fang district is situated just above 
Shech‘i in the Nanyang district. In the 
srd moon of last year the officer in 
charge of the Shech‘i likin office 
found that the revenue of his station was 
declining in consequence of the traders 
taking their goods overland vid Hsikuan 
and Yiiant‘anchen in T‘anghsien. He 
accordingly moved his office to the points 
in question and this provoked an outburst 
on the part of the carrying coolies, who 
were incited thereto by the merchants. A 
deputy was sent by the Nanyang prefect 
and the transfer was postponed for the 
time being. In the 6th moon of the pre- 
sent year, however, it was found expedient 
to move the station again and this was 
done after due deliberation and consent 
had been obtained. The carrying coolies 
again objected, but as the movement 
was confined to three out of the eight 
hongs, these hongs were closed and 
the ringleaders punished. That there 
should at the beginning have been some 
slight opposition would lend colour to the 
statement made intheindictment but for two 
months now thesystem has worked smoothly 
and nobody has complained. Likin offices 
must naturally be placed according to the 
exigencies of the locality and it constantly 
happens that they are shifted from one 
point toanother. It would have been a dif- 
ferent matter had an attempt been made to 
establish a likin office where hitherto none 
had existed. 


The next charge, which is one re- 
garding the antecedents and alleged mal- 
practicesof two ofticers in the riverworks 
office, is likewise proved to have been based 
on an imperfect knowledge of facts. With 


regard to the statement that the Intendant ~ 


of the Nanjukuang circuit, Chu Shou- 
yung, allowed about 200 of the ‘“‘hsiao 
tui” under his charge to effect illegal 
arrests and come into conflict with the 
people so that the population of the Kuang- 
chou district all fled and the Viceroy of the 
Hukuang had to remonstrate by letter with 
the Governor before the evil was put a 
stop to, memorialists would offer the follow- 
ing explanation made by the Governor :— 
“* About the middle of the 6th moon of the 
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present year the Intendant of the Nan- 
jukuang circuit reported that the people 
in several of the districts within his juris- 
diction had been disturbed by idle rumours 
and had gone away, but that at the time he 
wrote confidence had been restored. Orders 
were issued then for the matter to be 
carefully investigated, but as all excitement 
had subsided I did not venture to report 
such a small affair to the Throne. As 
Honan, however, borders on Hupeh and 
Anhui I wrote to the Governors of these 
provinces giving them the facts and asking 
them to exercise due vigilance. I received 
no letter from the Viceroy of the Hukuang 
enquiring into the matter. Shortly after- 
wards a rumour reached my ears that a 
disturbance had broken out owing to 
certain illegal arrests made by the In- 
tendant of the Nanjukuang Circuit, 
and I sent two separate weiytians to 
make enquiry. They reported that for 
some time past idle rumours had been 
going about among the people to the effect 
that some disturbance was impending 
owing to the movement of certain troops in 
Hupeh, and that in consequence the minds 
of the people were disturbed. Certain 
lawless scoundrels had of course exag- 
gerated these rumours for their own ends 
and caused several of the inhabitants to 
remove. When, however, they afterwards 
learned that there was no cause for fear 
they all peaceably resumed their avocations. 
It had nothing whatever to do with any of 
the troops coming in conflict with the 
people. I find, however, that in the 4th 
moon of the present year the Nanju- 
kuang Taotai directed one of his military 
officers, Huang Chin-wen, to arrest a man 
at Yuyang and that Huang arrested a man 
who had nothing to do with the case and 
who afterwards died from the effects of 
the wounds he had received. The Yuyang 
Hsien held the necessary inquest and 
the delinquent has been brought to the 
provincial capital for trial. This, how- 
ever, could have nothing to do with idle 
rumours circulated in the Hsinyang dis- 
trict.” These statements were confirmed 
by the Financial and Judicial Commis- 
sioners, and a strict investigation on the 
part of memorialist into the document ary 
evidence on hand showed that the migration 
on the part of the people in the Kuang- 
chow district was entirely due to the 
circulation of idle rumours. The course 
adopted by the Governor when he heard 
the reports seems to memorialists quite a 
proper one, and the treatment of the mili- 
tary official who made the illegal arrest 
was not characterised by any favouritism 
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on the part of the Taotai. This arrest. 
moreover took place in the fourth moon. 
and cannot be connected with events. 
which happened two months or more after- 
wards. 

Memorialists now come to the question. 
of the entire abolition of these ‘‘ hsiao tui” 


( 4 %) as being superfluous and a stand- 


ing griveance with the people. 
The rejoinder of the high provincial au- 


thoritiesiisthat since order has been restored ° 


after the outbreaks of the Taipings and 
other rebels considerable reductions have 
been made in the number of braves kept 
for police purposes, but as the disposition 
of the people is fierce and turbulent, inclin- 
ing them to unruly practices, it is impossible: 
not to maintain a certain number of men 
in each district, say from 30 to 50 or 10 to 
20 according to the locality, in order to 
assist the police in any cases with which 
they might prove unable to cope single- 
handed. Their pay is subscribed for by 
the local officials and is in no sense a burden 
on the population. It is their opinion that 
the ‘‘hsiao tui” of the Taotais and Prefects: 
could all be dispensed with but that those 
of the Chous and Hsiens should be all re- 
tained. They would, however, propose that 
quarterly returns be made out showing the 
number in each district, in order that a more 
complete check be kept on them than has 
hitherto been the case. In these views 
memorialists entirely concur, but would 
suggest that strict rules be drawn up 
compelling the magistrates concerned to 
keep them properly under control and to 
prevent their in any way molesting the 
people. The original indictment makes 
a further statement, namely, that when the 
public offices of the Weishih hsien were 
plundered by a band of robbers, all the 
magistrate was called upon to do was to 
replace the articles that were lost. More- 
over that in the Washe district the house 
of a certain Yang had been robbed, and 
that at Mulanteen five cases of burglary 
and murder took place, in all of which cases 
the magistrate Chia Lien-t‘ang was afraid 
to make any arrests, also that a similar state 
of things existed in the Hua district. Me- 
morialists had the whole of the evidence 
in these cases laid before them ; and after a 
careful perusal, they find that in the 11th 
moon of Kuang Hsii XV the public offices at 
Weishih were broken into and money and 
wearing apparel carried off. The perpetra- 
tors of the robbery and the receiver of the 
stolen goods were at once arrested and 
after due trial summarily punished ; 
the head of the band shot himself with 
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a revolver when he found he could not 
escape his captors. None of the public 
funds were touched nor was the magis- 
trate c lled upon to make good any- 
thing. They further find that in the 2nd 
moon of Kuang Hsii XIII some money 
was being escorted to the provincial treasury 
by runners from the Yench‘eng district 
and had been temporarily deposited with 
the Weishih magistrate for safe keeping 
during the night. While there, however, 
the treasury was broken into and about 
Tls 3,300 carried off The late governor 
had the magistrate degraded and the 
amount made good in full. It is apparent 
that these two cases have been mixed up, 
as what happened under the tenure of 
office of a previous governor cannot be 
laid to the charge of his successor. 
With regurd to the other cases of robbery, 
some of the offenders are still at large, 
but others have been arrested and punished 
and strict injunctions have been given to 
the magistrates concerned to put down 
robbery with a firm hand. 

The indictment goes on to say that the 
Kuangshan district magistrate, Chiang Pin, 
exacted over 10,000 strings of cash from 
the landholders on the pretext that he 
wanted to celebrate his birthday ; and that 
charges were preferred against him of having 
done prisoners to death by illegal processes 
of torture. The Linyin district magistrate, 
Sun Pao-chang, was also said to have an 
inordinate desire of gain and that he used 
every possible means to squeeze money out 
of the people. In every case that came 
into his court both plaintiff and defendant 
were utterly ruined ; and if they ventured to 
appeal to a higher court, runners were sent 
to intercept them on the road and they were 
brought back and cruelly tortured. Memo- 
rialists wrote and asked the governorto have 
Chiang-Pin and Sun Pao-chang removed 
from their posts and breught to the 
provincial capital for examination. They 
further instructed the financial and judicial 
commissioners to at once send reliable 
deputies into the two districts concerned to 
make enquiries. This was done and the 
result obtained is as follows. In the 4th 
moon f the present year the acting Kuang- 


shan magistrate, KueiPin, invitedthegentry | 


and elders of his district to start subscrip- 
tions for repairing the walls and biidges. A 
sum of over 3,000 strings of cash was thus 
raised, the balance of which, some Tls. 2,600, 
heha ded over to his successor when remov- 
ed from his post. This subscription was got 
up, however, without the previous sanction 
of his superior officers. The charge of tortur- 
ing prisoners to death arose out of the fact 
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that a woman who had been arrested died 
while in prison from natural causes. The 
deputy sent to investigate the charges against 
the Liu-yin Hsien found no complaints 
regarding law procedure in his court nor 
did he find that appellants were prevented 
from prosecuting their appeals. He did 
however find a great grumbling against the 
excessive fines he levied aud the contribu- 
tions that were called for to repair temples, 
libraries and public buildings. This com- 
pletes memorialists’ review of the original 
indictment and it will be seen that the 
great majority of the charges have been 
satisfactorily explained. They tind, how- 
ever, that the Nanjukuang Taotai was not 
as prompt as he might have been with 
regard to reporting tv the governor the 
illegal arrest made at Juyang, and would 
suggest that the Board cousider sume 
punishment for him, They further suggest 
that the Board be directed to consider 
what punishment shall be inflicted on the 
Governor, Yii Ktuan, Although in nearly 
every instance he would seem to have 
acted in a proper manuer, yet it was his 
duty to have reported to the Throne the 
flight owing to temporary panic of the 
population of the Hsinyang district. 

The province of Honan appears to be 
infested with robbers and lawless characters 
of all sorts, and memorialists would venture 
to impress on His Majesty the necessity 
of strictly enjoining on the Governor the 
extreme importance of maintaining order 


, Within its boundaries and of using every 
" means in his power to stamp out his evil.— 


Lhe Board of Civil Office has decided that 
Yu K‘uan, the Governor of Honan, and Chu 
Shou-yung, the Intendant of the Nanju- 
Kuang Cirewit, be degraded two steps and 
retained at their posts. They will, however, 
be permitted to use the honorary steps they 
have previously gained to commute this 
punishment, 

[This practically means that they have 
escaped scot-free, as every official has 


always several honorary steps or AK stand- 


ing to his credit, and all they have to do is 
to deduct two from the number they each 
may have.—TZvanslator. | 


APPOINTMENT. 
T‘ang Ching-sung to be Financial Com- 
missioner for T‘ainan. 
25th December. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Ku Chao-hsi to be Intendant of the 
T‘ainan Circuit with brevet rank as Pro- 
vincial Judge. 
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To-day’s Gazette contains two decrees, 
one a long list of honours for those pro- 
vincial officials who have been especially 
prompt in making the remittances in aid 
of the funds of the New Dominion, and 
one with reference to the death of T‘ao 
Ting-sheng, one of the heroes of the Tai- 
ping rebellion. 

A large amount of space too is taken up 
with the report of a most heinous crime— 
the felling of a tree standing in a particu- 
lar portion of the enclosure round one of 
the Imperial mausolea. 


DISTRIBUTION OF OFFICIALS IN THE NEW 
DOMINION, 


Fu Le-ming-o, the Deputy Licutenant- 
Governor of Ili, points out that when the 
New Dominion was made a province there 
were created in Ili one Intendency of Cir- 
cuit, one Prefecture and twe Distri t Ma- 
gistracies. The Ningyian Hsien resides 
in the same city with the It‘a Taotai and 
the Suiting Hsien in the same city with 
the Chenhsi Fu. These arrangements being 
of quite recent date memorialist would 
not venture to suggest any change were 
it not for the fact that in Ili there 
were formerly nine towns, three in 
the east, Huining, Hsich‘un, Ningyiian, 
three in the west, Kungch‘en, Chan- 
te, Kuangjen, and three in the centre, 
Huiyiian, Suiting and Tanchi. The re- 
sidence of the Military Governor of Ili 
used to be at Huiyiian, which, being 
a central position, was peculiarly adapt- 
ed for purposes of governing. When, 
however, peace was restored Suiting and 
Ningyiian were the only two commer- 
cial centres, and half of the old city of 
Huiyiian was found to have been swept 
away by the river. The late Military Go- 
vernor Chin Shun selected a site and made 
out plans for new walls which were to 
embrace space sufficient to quarter 4,000 
troops. The Governor’s command, how- 
ever, only numbers 1,800 men, and of ban- 
ner troops there are only 2,000, so that 
when one deducts those in camp outside, 
the number of soldiers falls far short of the 
original estimate, and as only fifty or sixty 
per cent. of the space for temples and 
public buildings has been taken up the 
interior presents a very deserted appearance 
and would prove a diflicult position to defend 
properly. Memorialist in considering the 
present situation, as far as Ili is concerned, 
finds that the town of Kungchen, forming 
the gate on the western frontier, has a 
General-in-Chief’s command stationed with- 
in its walls and a Lieutenant Colonel and 
other officers, that Ningyiian, the key of 


Google 


the eastern road, has a Taotai and a Dis- 
trict Magistrate, Suiting a Brigade General 
and a Chihhsien, who amply suffice for 
their needs, but that Huiytian, which is 
the most important point on the western 
marches, is only the residence of the Mili- 
tary Governor. 

It constantly happens that important 
questions have to be discussed, and were 
it possible to avail oneself of the present 
opportunity, while no fixed offices have 
been erected, to transfer the residence of - 
the Prefect of the lli Prefecture to the town 
in which the Military Governor resides, 
it would be of great advantage to the pub ic 
service and might perhaps tend to ren- 
der the locality somewhat more frequented 
than it is at present. Memorialist is aware 
that such a course could not be adopted in 
oe of the provinces of China proper, but 
on the remote frontier measures have to 
be taken as circumstances demand, and it is 
this which leads him to prefer this request 
that the residence of the Prefect of the Ili 
Prefecture be transferred to Huiyiian.— 
Let the Board cousider and report. 


27th December. 


DEATH OF THE MANCHU GENERAL-IN-CHIEF 
AT CH‘ENGTU FU. 

A Decree issued to-day notices the 
decease of the Tartar General at Ch‘engtu 
Fu, Ch‘i Yuan, who had formerly been 
Viee-President of a Board and Manchu 
General in the lower province of Man- 
churia. The deceased ofticer had served 
the State with zeal and ability for a long 
number of years, and the Emperor expresses 
great grief at receiving the unexpected 
news of his death. He is to be accorded 
all the posthumous honours due to his high 
rank, and as an additional mark of the 
esteem in which he was held by his Im- 
perial master, his remains are allowed to 
enter the city of Peking. His eldest son 
P‘u Liang, who is now an expectant writer 
in the Imperial Clan Court, is promoted to 
be a secretary ina Board and his second 
son Li Fang is to become an expectant 
writer. 

FIRE IN ONE OF THE PEKING GRANARIES, 

The two Vice-Presidents who are in 
charge of the Peking granaries report 
another of those periodic fires which now 
vecur at such regular intervals in these 
establishments. The present one took 
place on the night of the 16th December 
and was, according to the official report, 
extinguished before very much harm was 
done. It is said to have been caused by a 


spark from the pipe of one of the workmen 
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which ignited some of the woodwork and 
eventually set fire to the building. Only one 
department of the granary was destroyed 
and the amount of grain which it contain- 
ed is not yet accurately known. The two 
Superintendents have been handed over 
to the Board for the award of a fitting 
penalty, besides being held responsible for 
making good the damage done, anda 
similar fate has overtaken the Vice-Pre- 
sidents who exercise a general control 
over the granaries at Tungchow and Peking. 


28th December. 
THE REBELLIOUS MOVEMENT IN THE NORTH. 


Ting-an, the High Military Commissioner 
for the Manchurian provinces, and Yii-lu, 
the Governor of Shingking, report the 
further operations which have been con- 
ducted against the marauders in the vicinity 
of Jého. Brigadier General Chang Yung- 
ch‘ing reported that on his arrival at 
Hsinlit‘un, on the 28th of November last, 
he discovered that a band of rebels were 
infesting the country in the neighbourhood 
of Ch‘aopeiyingtzu. The inhabitants had 
entirely deserted the country and the 
marauders had taken possession of all the 
distilleries 4nd pawnshops. The Imperial- 
ists laid siege to a pawnshop occupied by 
the rebel force and a fierce engagement 
took place which lasted for over four hours, 
and ended in the great slaughter of the 
enemy, over two hundred of whom fell on 
the spot. One hundred and fifty more 
were killed in the pursuit which was main- 
tained through the greater part of the 
night. It is estimated that from first to 
last not less than a thousand of the enemy 
were killed or taken prisoners. The loss 
on the Imperialist side was four killed and 
ten wounded. An immense quantity of 
booty was taken, including 90 gongs, drums, 
&c., and over 200 horses. The Brigadier 
General scoured the whole country in the 
direction of Ch‘aopeiyingtzti and found 
not a trace of the rebels. He then con- 
tinued his advance as far as Wuchiatzti 
which he reached on the 3rd of December. 
Here he fell in with some Mongols who 
informed him that a band of the rebels 
under the leadership of Li Lo-tao were 
encamped at a place called Chaoshukou, 
25 li off. Marching to the spot, he found 
a dwelling-house with a flag bearing the 
shape of a cross planted upon it. He at- 
tacked the building on two sides and met 
with a most obstinate resistance from the 
rebels, who had made preparations for their 
defence. Over 20 of the rebels were killed 
in an engagement which lasted all the after- 
noon, but those of them who remained in 
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the building kept up a fire upon the Im- 


perialists from holes in the windows. Lying 
outside of the building there happened to 
be a pile of straw and faggots of firewood, 
and making use of this, our troops set 
fire to the place and burnt to death over 
thirty of the enemy. The rebel leader, 
Li Lo-tao, was captured and some 50 women 
were found upon the premises. Li Lo-tao, 
on being examined, stated that he had been 
a Taoist priest for more than thirty years 
ata place called Shihfokou, four or five 
li to the south of Chaoshukou. He ad- 
mitted that he had taken a prominent part 
in organising the insurrection in the Ch‘ao- 
yang district, and added that he had 
intended to continue the rebellion after 
his defeat at Ch‘aopeiyingtzu. The leader 
and those of his confederates who were 
captured were beheaded in presence of 
the army, and the women who were 
found to have been forcibly detained 
by the rebels were sent back to their 
homes in the neighbourhood. A number 
of telegrams had been received from 
General Feng Shéng-a, who was in com- 
mand of the division sent to the relief of 
Ch‘aoyang. On reaching the Ch‘ingho 
Gate in the department of I Chou he heard 
from Captain I Sang-a of the victory he 
had gained over the insurgents at Tamiao. 
The leader, Ch‘en Lo-ming, the Taoist 
priest Sheng Hsin-ts‘ang, and some twenty 
other prisoners captured on that occasion 
were forwarded to his camp and after 
being examined were decapitated on the 
spot. The general made a reconnaissance 
in the direction of Tamiao and the 
residence of the Mongolian Prince, and 
killed 131 of the enemy, besides capturing 
the rebel headman P’ an Yo-lin. General 
Nieh Kuei-lin reported that he had follow- 
ed up the enemy to Hsikuanyingtzi but 
that they had disappeared on the approach 
of the Imperial troops. At Hsinglungwa 
he had killed 145 of them, and on the 27th 
of last moon he inflicted a severe defeat 
upon a rebel army wh’ch he overtook in 
the vicinity of Hsiapakuu. More than 
600 of the rebels fell in this battle and their 
leader Hou K’o-chiin was taken prisoner. 
Over two hundred arms, weapons and flags 
fell into the hands of the Imperialists whose 
loss was one killed and sixteen wounded- 
Hou K’o-chiin wa forwarded to the Pre. 
fect of Chinchou to be tried and sentenced, 
Commenting ov these reports, the memori- 
alists remark that the region ou side the 
wall is inhabited by a mixed population of 
Mongols and Chinese. Allthe accounts agree 
in ascribing the present outbreak tothe ad- 
herents of the Tsaili and similar sects who 
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have taken advantage of a feud with the 
Mongols to inflame the popular passions 
and have indiscriminately carried on whole- 
sale pluuder and murder against the 
Mongols and the members of the Lamaist 
priesthood. They have abstained from 
attacking the Cuinese, their only object 
being to induce the latter to join them; and 
to effect this end, they held out the pro- 
mise of complete immunity from Mongol 
oppression in the future. The ignorant 
people dreading their violence have been 
induced to join them in large numbers, 
but proclamations urging the people to dis- 
sociate themselves from the movement 
have been posted throughout the disturbed 
districts. The generals who have to march 
through the Mongol country have been 
enjoined to show a spirit of compassion 
and sympathy, so as to prevent the breach 
between the Mongols and Chinese from 
being widened. News had just been re- 
ceived of the arrival at P‘ingcl‘iian of the 
troops from Chihli and instructions were 
being issued to the ofticers of the Manchu- 
rian force to co-operate with them in 
speedily crushing the insurrection. 


29th December. 


MEMORIAL FROM THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
OF CHIHLI ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 


On the 7th of December Yeh Chih-ch ‘ao, 
the Commander-in-chief of Chihli, sub- 
mitted a memorial reporting the successes 
gained at Yiishulin and Yehposhou 
and intimated that he had despatched 
Captain P‘an Wan-ts‘ai to proceed against 
the rebel force at Hsich‘iaot‘ou. The 
insurgents at the latter place on hear- 
ing of the approach of the Imperialists 
retired and joived their confederates at 
Maochiawop‘u. Duke A reported that 
the combined force was a very formidable 
one and implored assistance. The 
troops arrived on the scene on the 4th 
December and found the enemy intrenched 
in a very strong position with a hill in 
their rear and a river in their front. The 
place was defended by a number of can- 
non placed in front and eighty or ninety 
other pieces of ordnance. Their total 
force was estimated at two thousand men 
including three hundred cavalry. They 
gave theImperialists a very warm reception, 
the noise of the artillery being heard for 
several miles, the heaven filled with smoke, 
and the bullets raining like hail. The 
attacking army operated in three directions, 
one party assailing the enemy’s centre, and 
two others directing the assault on either 
flank, while the Mongols supported the 
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rear. The rebels had the advantage of 
superior numbers anda larger supply of 
weapons and artillery. After the contest 
had been maintained for a long time, the 
cavalry were ordered to dismount and 
continue the combat on foot. After a 
further struggle of two hours, during 
which our toops showed the greatest 
gallantry, the enemy were finally defeated, 
and their encampment completely des- 
troyed. The loss of the enemy comprised 
one thousand of the Rationalist sect, 
five hundred infantry, and. three hundred 
horsemen who had joined them during the 
battle. The following were among the 
dead ; Ch’ao Chin-kuei, Hsii Hsiao-chih, 
and Ch’en-chung, all of them prominent 
leaders and so-called princes or nubles. 
The booty consisted of three hundred 
horses, eighty pieces of ordnance, two 
hundred muskets, and a countless number 
of flags, banners, spears, and weapons of 
other descriptions. One of the insurgent 
ringleaders, the soi-disant Prince Liu 
Hsien-t‘ang, was captured alive, but was 
found to have been so severely wounded 
that it was impossible to send him on for 
trial. A son of a Magistrate whose father 
had been killed by Liu Hsien-t‘ang begged 
that the prisoner should be decapitated on 
the spot, and as there was little chance of 
his life being prolonged much longer at 
any rate, his execution took place at 
once. The General concluded his re- 
port of the battle by stating that his 
policy was to combine gentle with re- 
pressive measures and that he deprecated 
indiscriminate slaughter. On reckoning 
up the number of his own loss he found 
that fifty-four horses had been killed and 
eighteen men wounded, three of them very 
severely. After withdrawing his troops 
from the field, he sent out scouts to scour 
the country in every direction and they 
soon returned with the news that three 
rebel leaders, who had been away on a 
raiding expedition when the recent enga- 
gement took place, were encamped at a 
place called Evhshihchiatzu. Proceeding 
by forced marches, he arrived at the spot 
at daybreak on of the 6th December 
and took the cnemy completely by sur- 
prise. The three leaders, whose names 
were Wang T‘ing-hsii, Sung Usiie-chih, 
and Sung Lo-ta respectively, after being 
examined and identitied by the Mongols, 
were beheaded in presence of the army. 
All the region to the north-west of 
Pingeh’uan, including the country of 
the Kalachin Mongol Prince has, the 
report adds, been reduced’ to a state of 
comparative tranquillity. 
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APPEAL FROM A MONGOL PRINCE FOR 
HELP AGAINST THE REBELS. 


The high authorities of Manchuria sub- 
mit an appeal for assistance which they 
have received from the Prince of the 
Eastern T‘umed league. The Prince states 
that on the 20th of November last he 
received information that a gang of insur- 
gents numbering over a thousand strong 
had assembled at a place called Hungmao- 
t‘un within his jurisdiction and were wast- 
ing with fire and sword the whole country 
in the vicinity. Placing himself at the 
head of two hundred Mongolian troops 
he gave battle to the enemy, but was 
obliged to retire after a struggle of six hours 
during which sixty of his men were wounded. 
On the following day he mustered his forces 
and renewed the conflict but with no better 
success, having lost twenty of his little 
force. 


clusion that it would be useless to contend 
further against such overwhelming numbers 
and he retreated with the remnant of his 
force to Maerhyingtzu. From thence he 
forwarded a report of his misfortunes to 
the Colonial Office in Peking, but the 
couriers bearing his despatches were inter- 
cepted and killed. Since then he has 
ascertained that his place has been burnt 
down and pillaged by the rebels and that 
two thirds of his whole country is in their 
possession. He had intended to try and 
make his way to Jého but conside ing the 
great distance, over 800/i, and the fact that 
all communication was cut off, he had been 
obliged to abandon the project. 


30th December, 
THE INSURRECTIONARY MOVEMENT IN THE 
NORTH WEST, 
Yeh Chih-ch‘ao reports further victories 
gained over the insurgents in the Chien- 
ch‘ang district. The southern pait of this 
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region is said to be very mountainous, and 
the whole country is scored with deep 
ravines which furnish a safe retreat for 
brigands. On the 30th November last 
General Tséng T‘éng-fang came upon a 
gang of marauders at a place in this 
neighbourhood known as Lannikou, kil- 
ling over 20 of them and making 40 
prisoners. Amongst the booty were the 
books of the Chin-taw sect, charms, in- 
cantations, etc. On the 2nd of December 
the General reached Weitzikou, but the 
enemy retreated on learning of his approach. 
Taking guides he ascended the hill and saw 
smoke in a valley in the distance which he 
knew denoted the presence of the enemy. 
Pushing on, he got near enough to attack 
them, killing 20 and capturing 20 others 
who were wounded. Amongst the prisoners 


: was a ringleader, Yii-kang, who, having con- 


fessed to a course of rapine and plunder, 
suffered the extreme penalty of the law. 
The rebel encampment, which comprised 
some 10 huts, was fired and 25 guns and 
weapons of various kinds were captured. 
On the following days news was received 
that a force of the insurgents, numbering 
over 200, underthe command of a Taoist 
priest named Wu Kuang-shéng and T‘ung 
Lao-hao, the son of the self-styled Prince 
‘‘Subduer of the West,” was encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Kaoérhténg in the 
south west of the Chiench‘ang district. 
An engagement followed between the rebels 
and the Imperialists, in which the former 
lost over 100 of their number. The re- 
mainder of the gang took refuge ina temple 
where they were closely invested and 
totally exterminated by the Imperialists. 
The result of these operations is that the 
whole district is now practically reduced 
to a state of tranquillity. 


31st December, 1891. 
No papers of interest. - 
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